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אֱמוּנהָ:אֵלשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹמִשְׁפָּט:מִדַּתבְּידַהָאוֹחֵז
Whose hand holds the attribute of justice:
And all believe that God is faithful;

כְּלָיוֹת:בּוֹחֵןשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹנסְִתָּרוֹת:גִּנזְֵיוּבוֹדֵקהַבּוֹחֵן
Who probes and searches hidden secrets.
And all believe that God probes manʼs conscience;

ותֶהַגּוֹאֵל חַת:וּפוֹדֶהמִמָּֽ חָזָק:גּוֹאֵלשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹמִשַּֽׁ
Who redeems from death and rescues from the grave.
And all believe that God is a Mighty Redeemer;

אֱמֶת:דַיּןָשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹעוֹלָם:לְבָאֵייחְִידִיהַדָּן
Who alone judges all who enter the world.
And all believe that God is a true Judge;

ויְהְִיהֶ:הוֹהֶהָיהָשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹאֶהְיהֶ:אֲשֶׁרבְּאֶהְיהֶהֶהָגוּי
Who is called, “I am that I am”
And all believe that God is, was, and always will be;

בִּלְתּוֹ:ואְֵיןשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹתְּהִלָּתוֹ:כֵּןשְׁמוֹהַוַּדַּאי
Certain is God's Name, so is God's praise.
And all believe that God is, and there is none beside God;

הַבְּרִית:זוֹכֵרשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹזִכְרוֹנוֹת:טוֹבוֹתלְמַזְכִּירָיוהַזּוֹכֵר
Who is mindful of those whomention God, recalling themwith favor.
And all believe that God is mindful of the covenant;
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וקְַיּםָ:חַישֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹחָי:לְכָלחַיּיִםהַחוֹתֵ�
Who apportions life to all the living.
And all believe that God is Living and Permanent;

לַכּלֹ:טוֹבשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹולְַטּוֹבִים:לָרָעִיםוּמֵטִיבהַטּוֹב,
Who is the source of goodness, and is beneficent to the wicked and the good.
And all believe that God is good to all;

עַ בַּבָּֽטֶן:יוֹצְרָםשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹיצְוּרִים:כָּליֶצֶֽרהַיּוֹדֵֽ
Who knows the impulsive nature of all God's creatures.
And all believe that God formed them in the womb;

יכָוֹל:כּלֹשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹיָחַֽד:וכְוֹלְלָםיכָוֹלהַכּלֹ
Who is able to accomplish all things, and God completed their formation at one time.
And all believe that God is able to accomplish all things;

הוּא:לְבַדּוֹשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹשַׁדַּי:בְּצֵל,בְּסֵֽתֶרהַלָּן
Who abides in the secret place— in the shelter of Shaddai,
And all believe God is the only One;

עוֹלָם:מֶֽלֶ�שֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹהַמְּלוּכָה:ולְוֹמְלָכִיםהַמַּמְלִי�
Who grants kingship to kings, and [all] sovereignty is God's.
And all believe that God the eternal King;

חָֽסֶד:נוֹצֵרשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹדּוֹר:כָּלבְּחַסְדּוֹהַנּוֹהֵג
Who guides every generation with kindness.
And all believe that God preserves kindness;

יןִוּמַעֲלִיםהַסּוֹבֵל סֶֽלָה:סוֹלֵֽחַשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹמִסּוֹרְרִים:עַֽ
Who is patient, and overlooks the rebellious.
And all believe that God pardons, Selah;

לָֽחַשׁ:עוֹנהֶשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹירְֵאָיו:אֶלועְֵינוֹהָעֶלְיוֹן,
Who is most high, and God's eye looks to those who fear God.
And all believe that God answers prayer;

חַ ידָוֹ:פְּתוּחָהשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹבִתְשׁוּבָה:לְדוֹפְקֵישַׁעַרהַפּוֹתֵֽ
Who opens the door to those who knock in repentance.
And all believe that God's hand is open;

ויְשָָׁר:צַדִּיקשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹבְּהִצָּדְקוֹ:וחְָפֵץלָרָשָׁעהַצּוֹפֶה
Who eagerly waits for the wicked [to repent], and desires his justification.
And all believe that God is just and upright;

לִכְעסֹ:קָשֶׁהשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹאַף:וּמַאֲרִי�בְּזַעַֽםהַקְּצַר
Who is slow to anger, and long suffering.
And all believe that God is difficult to anger;

גֶז:רַחֲמִיםוּמַקְדִּיםהָרַחוּם, ֹֽ לִרְצוֹת:רַ�שֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹלְר
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Who is merciful, and God's compassion precedes God's anger.
And all believe that God is easily reconciled;

צֶֽדֶק:שׁוֹפֵטשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹוגְָדוֹל:קָטןֹוּמַשְׁוהֶהַשָּׁוהֶ,
Who is equal in God's judgment and treats equally the small and the great.
And all believe that God is a just Judge;

פָּעֳלוֹ:תָּמִיםשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִיניִםוכְלֹתְּמִימִים:עִםוּמִתַּמָּםהַתָּם
Who is perfect and completely just with those who are perfect [with God:]
And all believe that God is perfect in all God's work.

מִשְׁפָּט:מִדַּתבְּידַהָאוֹחֵז
אֱמוּנָה:אֵלשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִינִיםוכְלֹ

Whose hand holds the attribute of justice:
And all believe that God is faithful;

Source Text Context Connection to Theme

Deuteronomy
32:41

When I whet My flashing blade and
My hand lays hold on judgment,
vengeance will I wreak on My
enemies, will I deal to those who
reject Me.

בְּמִשְׁפָּטותְאֹחֵזחַרְבִּיבְּרַקשַׁנּוֹתִיאִם
אֲשַׁלֵּםולְִמְשַׂנאְַילְצָרָינקָָםאָשִׁיבידִָי

Mosesʼ final speech.
God is the ultimate ruler.
God deals life and death.
God will protect Godʼs
people.

God, the ultimate ruler
and decider of life and
death, holds in
judgment the fate of
humanity.

Exodus
Rabbah 30:1

God said to Israel J̒ust as I am able to
pass over judgment on the gentiles,
but I do not pass over, rather I grasp
hold of the judgment; so too you
shall not fall outside the scope of
judgment.̓

כשםלישראל:הקב"הלהםאמר
עובדיעלהדיןאתלעבוריכולשאני

תופסאלאמעביראיניואניכוכבים
לדיןחוץתצאולאאתםכךבדין,אני

ואלהכא)(שמותשנאמר
.המשפטים

Godʼs strength is in
Godʼs love of just
judgment.

God does not release
anger unfettered against
everyone.

On the High Holidays
God does not turn a
blind eye to Israelʼs
transgressions, but
God also loves just and
fair judgment.

Deuteronomy
32:4

The Rock! -- Godʼs deeds are perfect,
for all Godʼs ways are just; A steadfast
God, never false, true and upright is
God.

מִשְׁפָּטדְּרָכָיוכָלכִּיפָּעֳלוֹתָּמִיםהַצּוּר
הוּאויְשָָׁרצַדִּיקעָולֶואְֵיןאֱמוּנהָאֵל

Godʼs special
relationship with Israel.
Israel forgets howmuch
God has done for them,
but God still protects
them steadfastly.

Godʼs faithful
relationship with Israel
will be in their favor
when judged on the
High Holidays.
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עוֹלָם:לְבָאֵייחְִידִיהַדָּן
אֱמֶת:דַיָּןשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִינִיםוכְלֹ

Who alone judges all who enter the world.
And all believe that God is a true Judge;

Source Text Context Connection to Theme

Pirkei Avot 4:8

יחְִידִיהַדָּן

He said, “Donʼt establish a single
judge (court), for there is no single
Judge but One (God).

יחידידןתהיאלאומרהיההוא
אחדאלאיחידידןשאין .

(4:7)Rabbi Ishmael his
son said: he who refrains
himself from judgment,
rids himself of enmity,
robbery and false
swearing; But he whose
heart is presumptuous
in giving a judicial
decision, is foolish,
wicked and arrogant.

God is the ultimate
judge and we should
realize that human
judgments of other
people pale in
comparison.

Mishnah Rosh
Hashanah 1:2

העולםבאי

At four times the world is judged.
On Pesach for the crops, on
Shavuot for the fruits of the tree,
on Rosh Hashanah all human
beings pass before God like sheep,
as it says, “The one who fashioned
all of their hearts, who understands
all their deeds” (ps. 33) On Sukkot
they are judged for water.

נידוןהעולםפרקיםבארבעה :
עלבעצרתהתבואה;עלבפסח
באיכלהשנהבראשהאילן;פירות
מרון,כבנילפניועובריןהעולם
יחדהיוצרל"ג)(תהליםשנאמר
מעשיהםכלאלהמביןלבם ;
המיםעלנידוניןובחג :

The four different new
years throughout the
calendar.

Rosh Hashanah is the
time when human
beings are judged by
God.

Mishnah
Brachot 9:2

אמתדין

On hearing bad news one says,
“Blessed, the true Judge.”

אומררעותשמועותועל :
אמתדיןברוך

Blessings for all kinds of
natural wonders and
occurrences.

Whatever the outcome
may be, one trusts that
Godʼs judgment is right
and fair.
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ולְַטּוֹבִים:לָרָעִיםוּמֵטִיבהַטּוֹב,
לַכּלֹ:טוֹבשֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִינִיםוכְלֹ

Who is the source of goodness, and is beneficent to the wicked and the good.
And all believe that God is good to all;

Source Text Context Connection to Theme

Psalms 125:4 Do good God, to those who are
good, and to those who are upright
in their hearts.

ולְִישָׁרִיםלַטּוֹבִיםיקְוֹקָהֵיטִיבָה
בְּלִבּוֹתָם

Even in times of
destruction and
exile, the bond
between God and
the people is strong.

Reminding God of the
overall goodness of the
Jewish people and asking
to be judged accordingly.

Talmud b.
Eruvin 22a

[Why is it written] slow to anger (in
the plural form)? It should read
“slow to anger” (in the singular
form). Rather, [it is written] slow to
anger: for the righteous and the
wicked.

ליה!מבעיאףארךאפים?ארך
ארךלצדיקים,אפיםארךאלא:
לרשעיםאפים

.

When will
punishment come to
the wicked and
reward to the
righteous?

A powerful presentation
of Godʼs attribute of
mercy for the wicked as
well as for the righteous.

Psalms 145:9 The Lord is good to all; Whose
mercies are over all Godʼs
creations.

מַעֲשָׂיוכָּלעַלורְַחֲמָיולַכּלֹיקְוֹקָטוֹב :

Part of the Ashrei
prayer, in which the
world כל is used 17
times.

The theme of compassion
continues in this line. It is
both an explanation of
Godʼs qualities and a
bakasha for God to act in
goodness towards the
one praying.
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גֶז:רַחֲמִיםוּמַקְדִּיםהָרַחוּם, ֹֽ לְר
לִרְצוֹת:רַ�שֶׁהוּאמַאֲמִינִיםוכְלֹ

Who is merciful, and God's compassion precedes God's anger.
And all believe that God is easily reconciled;

Source Text Connection to Theme

Midrash Tehilim
מזמורתהלים:מדרש

כב

גֶז:רַחֲמִיםוּמַקְדִּים ֹֽ לְר

Our rabbis taught: Within anger there is
also passion, within darkness there is light,
within rage there is compassion, within
constriction there is spaciousness, within
distance there is closeness, within falling
there is rising… “In rage, remember
compassion” (Habakuk 3:2).

אפילהמתוךרצון,כעסמתוךרבותינושנו
צרהמתוךרחמים,רוגזמתוךאורה,
נפילהמתוךקירוב,ריחוקמתוךרווחה,

רחםברוגזרחמים,רוגזקימה…מתוך
בג(חבקוקתזכור )

Building off of the verse
in Habakuk, the paytan
explains that nomatter
the degree of Godʼs anger
and rage, mercy and
compassion always
comes first.

Mishnah Avot 5:11

לִרְצוֹת:רַ�שֶׁהוּא

There are four character types:

Easy to become angry and easy to be
pacified: her gain disappears in herloss.

Hard to become angry and hard to be
pacified, his loss disappears in his gain;

Hard to become angry and easy to be
pacified, this is a pious person.

Easy to become angry and hard to be
pacified; this is a wicked person.

בדעותמדותארבע :
בהפסדושכרויצא-לרצותונוחלכעוסנוח .
הפסדויצא-לרצותוקשהלכעוסקשה

חסיד-לרצותונוחלכעוסקשהבשכרו.
רשע-לרצותוקשהלכעוסנוח
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