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A Torah of Sexual Ethics:
Disappointment, Honesty, Growth
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Hadar Winter Lecture Series Part 3,2026

|. The Stories We Tell - and Retell

A. Esther - Asking the Right Questions

1. Megillat Esther Chapter 2

2) The king’s servants who attended him said, “Let beautiful
young virgins be sought out for Your Majesty.

3) Let Your Majesty appoint officers in every province of your
realm to assemble all the beautiful young virgins at the fortress
Shushan, in the harem under the supervision of Hege, the king’s
eunuch, guardian of the women. Let them be provided with their
cosmetics.

4) And let the maiden who pleases Your Majesty be queen instead
of Vashti.” The proposal pleased the king, and he acted uponiit...

8) When the king’s order and edict was proclaimed, and when
many maidens were assembled in the fortress Shushan under the
supervision of Hegai, Esther too was taken into the king’s palace
under the supervision of Hegai, guardian of the women...

16) Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, in his royal palace, in the
tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of
his reign.
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*The Question We Ask: What should Esther have done?

2. Bavli Sanhedrin 74b
But Esther was in public [so she should have been willing to - ININ N'ONND TNOK Kl
die rather than commit a sexual sin]! D71V Y17 MNON :"AX KX
Abbaye said: Esther was ground of the earth. th

* The Question We Should Ask: How do we profoundly shift our culture?
3. R. YomTov Asevilli (Seville, 13" c.) Ketubot 51b :N2 NIAIMD XAV
... The kingdom of Ahashverosh - and anyone like him NIN R7R RPITIR7 WNIWNR ND7NAT...
- as he was a “lover” [abuser] of woman, and anyone 01NV 721 D'WI 2ANIN N'NW 12 RXIDI
in his kingdom who raped a woman did not care about 127 0 .. T'OPN N K7 INDNA NWUKR
it... Therefore anyone taken by Ahashverosh was [MPTATNIMAYD [N N WNIYNAX "1y
legally considered a captive, where the presumption is N7 190 INNX K7W NNl 011K 17V21)
that the sex act occurred under coercion, and the fact NNIOX I¥) |21 72K ,|"7'¥n N7 '
that they didn’t scream is because there was no one to | [IX72 pW |31 "7'¥n [07 D INNX 17'RY
save them... ...17v2)

4. Rachel Lloyd (was trafficked and now runs GEMS program for trafficked girls), Feb 21, 2026

“If you told me 20 years ago that the word ‘trafficking’ and the concept of it would be on the
nightly news every single night and be the national obsession, | wouldn’t have believed
you...Butit’s bizarre to me that we’re having a national conversation about trafficking and it
hasn’t yet made any difference.”

- Quoted in “What Trafficked Girls Think of Jeffrey Epstein and His Pals,” Nicholas Christoff, NY
Times Columnist Feb 21, 2026




B. Amalek - Constant Vigilance to Create a Culture of Care

5. Epilogue from Ot Hevel (Mark of Abel) , Collection of Poems by Shulamit haLevy

Who Made Me According to His Will

The scent marking male territory
crouches next to the throne of
God. [God] is mindful that we are but dust.
Ground of the earth.

Intentional versus unintentional [sins]
You discern. Will (consent)
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versus duress (rape). .0INNI
6. Shemot 17 T niny
8) And Amalek came - and fought with Israel in Refidim... X WDy DN 'y X2 (N
...:07'9M

14) Then GOD said to Moses, “Inscribe this in a document
as areminder, and read it aloud to Joshua: | will utterly
blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven!”
15) And Moses built an altar and named it Adonai-nissi.
16) And he said: 'The hand upon the throne of God: God

will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.'
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7. Devarim 25:17-19

Remember what Amalek did to you on your journey, after
you left Egypt— how, undeterred by fear of God, he
surprised you on the march, when you were famished and
weary, and cut down all the stragglers in your rear.
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Therefore, when YHVH your God grants you safety from all
your enemies around you, in the land that the YHVH your
God is giving you as a hereditary portion, you shall blot out
the memory of Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!

NN NI NI 0! DNy
YIN2 212010 J'AR-721 37 'K
N70I A7 (M AR NN YK
779Y T-NX NNAR ANYAY
.N2YN N7 D'NYD NNAN

8.Mekhilta R. Shimon b. Yohai 17:8

Amalek Came.

R. Yehoshua says: it penetrated under the Clouds of Glory
and kidnapped people from Israel and killed them, as it
says “You were tired and worn out - and weren’t afraid of
God.” (Deut 25:18)

Others say: “And weren’t afraid of God” - this refers to
Israel...
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Il. Reemerging: A Sexual Ethics of Care, Actualization, and Growth

10. Song of Songs 2:1, 14

| am arose (havatzelet) of Sharon, A lily of the valleys...
O my dove, in the cranny of the rocks, hidden by the
cliff, let me see your face, let me hear your voice; for
your voice is sweet and your face is comely.
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11. Shir ha-Shirim Rabbah 2:1

..“l am a rose (havatzelet) of Sharon, a lily of the
valleys.” I am she, and beloved (havivah) am [;

| am she who was hidden in the shadow (tzilan) of Egypt,
and in a short time the Holy Blessed One gathered me to
Ramses and | bloomed with good deeds like “a lily” and |
said before [God] a song (shirah), as it is said: “You will
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have song on the night of the sanctified feast” (Isaiah
30:29).

...l am she who was hidden and trampled in the shadow
of the kingdoms. Tomorrow, when the Holy One
redeems me from the shadow of kingdoms, | will thrive
like a lily, reciting [to God] a new song as it says: “Sing to
God a new song for [God] has done wonders. God’s right
hand and holy arm won victory.”
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