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I. The Stories We Tell - and Retell 
 

A. Esther - Asking the Right Questions 
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1. Megillat Esther Chapter 2 
2) The king’s servants who attended him said, “Let beautiful 
young virgins be sought out for Your Majesty. 
3) Let Your Majesty appoint officers in every province of your 
realm to assemble all the beautiful young virgins at the fortress 
Shushan, in the harem under the supervision of Hege, the king’s 
eunuch, guardian of the women. Let them be provided with their 
cosmetics. 
4) And let the maiden who pleases Your Majesty be queen instead 
of Vashti.” The proposal pleased the king, and he acted upon it… 
 
8) When the king’s order and edict was proclaimed, and when 
many maidens were assembled in the fortress Shushan under the 
supervision of Hegai, Esther too was taken into the king’s palace 
under the supervision of Hegai, guardian of the women… 
 
16) Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, in his royal palace, in the 
tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of 
his reign. 

 ב פרק אסתר מגילת
(ב(                 

לֶךְ  מַרְאֶֽה׃ טוֹב֥וֹת בְּתוּל֖וֹת נעְָר֥וֹת לַמֶּ֛
(ג(          פ�      ב�

ה ויְקְִבְּצ֣וּ מַלְכוּתוֹ֒ תוּלָ֠ ה־בְ֠  אֶת־כׇּל־נעֲַרָֽ
ת ה טוֹבַ֨ ן מַרְאֶ֜ ית הַבִּירָה֙ אֶל־שׁוּשַׁ֤  אֶל־בֵּ֣

ים יס הֵגֶ֛א אֶל־יַ֥ד הַנּשִָׁ֔ לֶךְ סְרִ֥ ר הַמֶּ֖  שׁמֵֹ֣
ים  תַּמְרֻקֵיהֶֽן׃ ונְתָ֖וֹן הַנּשִָׁ֑

(ד(         ת�     ב�  
חַת תִּמְלֹ֖ךְ י תַּ֣ ב ושְַׁתִּ֑ ר ויַּיִטַ֧  בְּעֵינֵ֥י הַדָּבָ֛
לֶךְ  כֵּֽן׃ ויַַּ֥עַשׂ הַמֶּ֖

 
(ח(       ב�       ד� 

ץ ן רַבּ֛וֹת נעְָר֥וֹת וּֽבְהִקָּבֵ֞ ה אֶל־שׁוּשַׁ֥  הַבִּירָ֖
י אֶל־יַ֣ד ח הֵגָ֑ ית אֶסְתֵּר֙ ותִַּלָּקַ֤  אֶל־בֵּ֣
לֶךְ י אֶל־יַ֥ד הַמֶּ֔ ר הֵגַ֖ ים׃ שׁמֵֹ֥  הַנּשִָֽׁ

 
(טז(          

ית אֲחַשְׁורֵוֹשׁ֙ דֶשׁ מַלְכוּת֔וֹ אֶל־בֵּ֣ ֹ֥  בַּח
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*The Question We Ask: What should Esther have done? 
 
2. Bavli Sanhedrin 74b 

But Esther was in public [so she should have been willing to 
die rather than commit a sexual sin]!   
Abbaye said: Esther was ground of the earth. 

- !הואי! פרהסיא אסתר והא
:אביי: אמר

.היתה.

 
 

* The Question We Should Ask: How do we profoundly shift our culture? 

3. R. YomTov Asevilli (Seville, 13th c.) Ketubot 51b 
… The kingdom of Ahashverosh - and anyone like him 
-  as he was a “lover” [abuser] of woman, and anyone 
in his kingdom who raped a woman did not care about 
it… Therefore anyone taken by Ahashverosh was 
legally considered a captive, where the presumption is 
that the sex act occurred under coercion, and the fact 
that they didn’t scream is because there was no one to 
save them… 

:נא: כתובות ריטבא
קאוושא...דמלכות

 שאונס וכל נשים אוהב שהיה בו וכיוצא
 הילכך ... מקפיד היה לא במלכותו אשה
 דחזקתן כשבויות הן הרי אחשורוש שבויי
 שלא מפני צווחו שלא ומה באונס נבעלו

,מצילין, להן היה
 ברצון שכן וכיון מצילין להן היה צווחו שאילו

.נבעלו...

 

4. Rachel Lloyd (was trafficked and now runs GEMS program for trafficked girls), Feb 21, 2026 

“If you told me 20 years ago that the word ‘trafficking’ and the concept of it would be on the 
nightly news every single night and be the national obsession, I wouldn’t have believed 
you…But it’s bizarre to me that we’re having a national conversation about trafficking and it 
hasn’t yet made any difference.” 

-​ Quoted in “What Trafficked Girls Think of Jeffrey Epstein and His Pals,” Nicholas Christoff, NY 
Times Columnist  Feb 21, 2026 
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י דֶשׁ הָעֲשִׂירִ֖ ֹ֣ ת הוּא־ח בַע טֵבֵ֑  בִּשְׁנתַ־שֶׁ֖
 לְמַלְכוּתֽוֹ׃



 

 

 

B. Amalek - Constant Vigilance to Create a Culture of Care 

5. Epilogue from Ot Hevel (Mark of Abel) , Collection of Poems by Shulamit haLevy​  

 
Who Made Me According to His Will 

 
The scent marking male territory 

crouches next to the throne of 
God. [God] is mindful that we are but dust. 

Ground of the earth. 
 

Intentional versus unintentional [sins] 
You discern. Will (consent) 

versus duress (rape). 
 

 
 כרצונו שעשני

 
 טריטוריה סמון ריח

 יד-על-יד רובץ זכרית
.יה.

.עולם. קרקע
 

 והשגגות הזדונות
. מכיר. אתה

.והאנס.

 

6. Shemot 17 
8) And Amalek came - and fought with Israel in Refidim… 
 
14) Then GOD said to Moses, “Inscribe this in a document 
as a reminder, and read it aloud to Joshua: I will utterly 
blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven!” 
15) And Moses built an altar and named it Adonai-nissi. 
16) And he said: 'The hand upon the throne of God: God 
will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.' 

 יז שמות
(ח(             

 … בִּרְפִידִֽם׃
(יד(           כ� 

פֶר זִכָּרוֹן֙ ים בַּסֵּ֔ י ושְִׂ֖ עַ בְּאׇזְנֵ֣  יהְוֹשֻׁ֑
ה ֹ֤ כֶר אֶמְחֶה֙ כִּֽי־מָח ק אֶת־זֵ֣  עֲמָלֵ֔
חַת יםִ׃ מִתַּ֖  הַשָּׁמָֽ

(טו(               ש�
י׃ יהְוָֹ֥ה ׀ נסִִּֽ

(טז(   ע� כ�  הָ י 
.דּרֹ. מִדּרֹ בַּעֲמָלֵק לַיקוקָ

 

:כה: דברים
 זָכוֹריז   א� רֹ   ע   ה

מִמִּצְרָיםִ.   בְּצֵאתְכֶם בַּדֶּרֶךְ 
-כָּל-הַנּחֱֶשָׁלִים בְּךָ ויַזְַנּבֵ בַּדֶּרֶךְ קָרְךָ

 ירֵָא ולְֹא ויְגֵָעַ עָיףֵ ואְַתָּה אַחֲרֶיךָ

7. Devarim 25:17-19 
Remember what Amalek did to you on your journey, after 
you left Egypt—  how, undeterred by fear of God, he 
surprised you on the march, when you were famished and 
weary, and cut down all the stragglers in your rear.  
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אֱלֹהִים.   ה ָיָ הְ נִט ו ּהְָ
ךָ-מִכָּל-איֹבְֶיךָ לְךָ אֱלֹהֶיךָ יֶ ָּבִי אֹיְב מִס

 נחֲַלָה לְךָ נתֵֹן אֱלֹהֶיךָ יהְוהָ אֲשֶׁר
-אֶת-זֵכֶר תִּמְחֶה לְרִשְׁתָּהּ זֵכֶר
.תִּשְׁכָּח.  לֹא הַשָּׁמָיםִ מִתַּחַת

Therefore, when YHVH your God grants you safety from all 
your enemies around you, in the land that the YHVH your 
God is giving you as a hereditary portion, you shall blot out 
the memory of Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget! 

 

 פרק יוחאי בר שמעון דרבי מכילתא
 יז

א)ח(

עננתחנכנ 'שהי'ר'
'מישר' נפשות וגונב כבוד

 'דב) 'וגומ' ויגע עיף ואתה

(שם) 'אומ' אחרים
]ישר'[...

8.Mekhilta R. Shimon b. Yohai 17:8 
Amalek Came.   
R. Yehoshua says: it penetrated under the Clouds of Glory 
and kidnapped people from Israel and killed them, as it 
says “You were tired and worn out - and weren’t afraid of 
God.” (Deut 25:18) 
Others say: “And weren’t afraid of God” - this refers to 
Israel… 

 

II.  Reemerging: A Sexual Ethics of Care, Actualization, and Growth 

10. Song of Songs 2:1, 14 
I am a rose  (havatzelet) of Sharon,  A lily of the valleys... 
O my dove, in the cranny of the rocks, hidden by the 
cliff, let me see your face, let me hear your voice; for 
your voice is sweet and your face is comely. 

א ,:ב:א, השירים שיר
לֶת אֲניִ֙ ים׃ שֽׁוֹשַׁנַּ֖ת הַשָּׁר֔וֹן חֲבַצֶּ֣  הָעֲמָקִֽ

... 
י י יוֹנתִָ֞ לַע בְּחַגְוֵ֣ תֶר֙ הַסֶּ֗ ה בְּסֵ֙  הַמַּדְרֵגָ֔

יניִ֙ יךְִ הַרְאִ֙ יניִ אֶת־מַרְאַ֔  הַשְׁמִיעִ֖
ךְ ךְ אֶת־קוֹלֵ֑ ב כִּי־קוֹלֵ֥ יךְ עָרֵ֖  :נאָוֶהֽ: וּמַרְאֵ֥

 

11. Shir ha-Shirim Rabbah 2:1 
…“I am a rose (havatzelet) of Sharon, a lily of the 
valleys.” I am she, and beloved (havivah) am I;  
I am she who was hidden in the shadow (tzilan) of Egypt, 
and in a short time the Holy Blessed One gathered me to 
Ramses and I bloomed with good deeds like “a lily” and I 
said before [God] a song (shirah), as it is said: “You will 

:ב:א רבה השירים שיר
ון ,לתניא…ד"א

יתיהיא אני,אני,אני וחביבה
ה,ולשעהמצרים של בצלן

,לרעמסס, הוא ברוך הקדוש
,כשושנה, טובים מעשים

י) ,השירה, את לפניו
,חג, התקדש כליל לכם יהיה השיר
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have song on the night of the sanctified feast” (Isaiah 
30:29). 
… I am she who was hidden and trampled in the shadow 
of the kingdoms.  Tomorrow, when the Holy One 
redeems me from the shadow of kingdoms, I will thrive 
like a lily, reciting [to God] a new song as it says: “Sing to 
God a new song for [God] has done wonders.  God’s right 
hand and holy arm won victory.” 

 
 ודמוסה חבויה שהייתי היא אני …

,מלכיות, של בצלן
 מלכיות של מצלן הוא ברוך הקדוש

,כשושנה, מרטבת אני
 (שיצ הליםה,חדש,)תהלים

 לו הושיעה עשה נפלאות כי חדש
.קדשו. וזרוע ימינו
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