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Seeds to Branches

Class 2: Lulav

Rabbi Dena Weiss - weiss@hadar.org

Sukkah 42a-b

[Mishnah]: A minor who knows how to wave is obligated in
taking a lulav.

Our Rabbis taught: A minor who knows how to wave is
obligated in taking a lulav, to wrap himself - in tzitzit, to
guard his Tefillin - his father gets him Tefillin. Knows how to
speak - his father teaches him Torah and Keri'at Shema.
What is "Torah?" Rav Hamnuna said: Moshe instructed us
in the Torah, an inheritance to the assembly of Ya'akov.
What is Keri'at Shema? The first verse.

One who knows how to guard their body, one can eat pure
food "on" their body, to guard their hands - we eat pure
food "on" their hands. ...

One who knows how to arrange their hands (in the priestly
blessing) - we distribute Terumah to them in the granary.
One who knows how to slaughter - we may eat from what
they have slaughtered. Rav Hamnuna said - And that is if
there is an adult supervising.

If he can eat a full olive's worth of grain - we distance
ourselves 4 amot from his excrement and urine. Rab Hisda
says - if he can eat it in the span of time that one can
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usually eat a significant amount of bread. And with an
adult - even if he cannot eat it in the span of time - as it
says, one who increases in knowledge, increases in
pain.

One who can eat an olive's amount of roasted meat - we
include them in the count for the Pesah, as it says a man
according to what he eats.

R' Yehudah says: Not until he knows how to select food.
How? We give him a rock and he throws it away, a nut and
he takes it.
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Rashi - Obligated in Lulav - to educate him - from "their
words"
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Peninei Halakhah (Rav Melamed) Hilkhot Shabbat
24:3
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According to some, the obligation of hinukh devolves
equally upon the father and mother (Terumat
Ha-deshen). However, most poskim maintain that only
the father is obligated to train children to do mitzvot,
that is, objecting when they transgress negative
commandments and requiring them to perform
positive commandments. This is an extension of the
obligation to teach them Torah, which also devolves
upon the father. Despite this, it is clear that the mother
has a general mitzvah to educate her children about
Torah and mitzvot; the general commandment to love
one’s fellow and the demand for truth obligate every
mother to educate her children to cling to the holy
Torah and observe its commandments. What is
incumbent upon the father alone is the responsibility
to meticulously educate about Torah and mitzvot (Ri;
Maharam; Hagahot Maimoniyot). If no father is
present, whether due to death or absence, then the
mother is obligated to teach her children meticulously
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about the Torah and mitzvah observance (Eliya Rabba
640:4; Kaf Ha-hayim 343:9).

Thus, if a child who has reached the age of hinukh
(about six or seven) is involved in a game and does not
want to come to hear kiddush or havdalah or recite
Birkat Ha-mazon, the father must insist, so as to
educate him properly. However, the mother may
occasionally ignore such breaches in order to maintain
a pleasant atmosphere in the home. If the father has
passed away or is absent, the mother must take his
place and insist that her children become habituated
to keeping the mitzvot.
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When parents neglect to educate their children and do
not stop them from violating Torah law, the local beit
din or public representatives who are responsible for
local education must admonish the father. However, if
the parents are negligent in educating their children
about rabbinic obligations, there is no need to
admonish the father.
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The poskim disagree regarding what an adult must do
if he sees someone else’s child of educable age (six or
seven) desecrate Shabbat or eat forbidden foods.
Some maintain that the obligation to educate children
is the sole responsibility of the father, and nobody else
is obligated to prevent them from sinning (Rambam;
SA 343:1). Others maintain that all Jews are obligated
to prevent children of educable age from transgressing
(Tosafot; Rosh; Rema). Practically speaking, several
Aharonim rule that if an adult sees any child
transgressing a Torah prohibition - such as turning on
a light or washing his clothes on Shabbat, or eating
foods prohibited by Torah law - he must stop him.
However, if one sees a child transgressing a rabbinic
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prohibition - such as eating chicken with milk, or
playing with muktzeh items on Shabbat - he does not
need to stop him (Hayei Adam; MB 343:7). It would
seem that if a minor repeatedly transgresses the same
prohibition, even if it is rabbinic, it is proper to inform
his parents.
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We must stress that the mitzvah of hinukh must be
done in such a way that the child will be receptive.
Therefore, one should not force a child to begin
keeping all the mitzvot and saying all the prayers
properly at the age of six or seven. A child’s early years
are meant to allow him to get used to praying and
keeping mitzvot. This way, by the time children reach
halakhic maturity at the age of bar or bat mitzvah, they
will be capable of keeping all the mitzvot properly.
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Ben Yehoyada -

[One who knows Jto guard his Tefillin - his father gets him
Tefillin. They ask - why does it say "obligated" in regards
to Lulav and Tzitzit and here it says, "his father gets for
him" and does not say is liable for Tefillin?

And it seems to me that it chose the language of
"obligated" for Lulav and Tzitzit because any person who
sees him will give him his Lulav to wave as a loan or will
give him tzitzit to wrap himself in temporarily. Because
anyone who sees him will be able to estimate based on
his height and appearance that he's gotten to the age
where he needs to be educated in these mitzvot and will
certainly enable him to fulfill these mitzvot, at least
temporarily. But for Tefillin which require a clean body,
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even though one who sees him can guess that he has
gotten to an appropriate age to be educated in the
mitzvah of Tefillin and no one will enable him to fulfill the
mitzvah by giving him Tefillin to lay momentarily as a
loan, the way one would for an adult who is obligated.
Because maybe this one doesn't have a clean body and
can't keep himself from passing gas. So only his father
who lives with him and knows his nature and his behavior
- if he knows that he is appropriate for this, he must buy
him Tefillin to educate him. And similarly with learning a
verse from the Torah which is from the point that he can
speak it selected [the language of] "his father teaches him
Torah" because at that time the minor is kept inside the
house and there is no one else there with him and that's
why it says that his father teaches him Torah.
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Yoma 78b

Our Rabbis taught - Children are permitted with
regards to all of them, with the exception of wearing
fine shoes.
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Maimonides' Laws of Lulav 7:19

Anyone who is obligated in the Shofar and in the
Sukkah is obligated in taking the Lulav. And anyone
who is exempt from Shofar and Sukkah is exempt from
the Lulav. A minor who knows how to wave is obligated
in the Lulav from the "words of the scribes" in order to
educate him in mitzvot.
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