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Creation and Creativity Session 5:
Sharing Knowledge and Wisdom

Rabbi Aviva Richman- richman@hadar.org

You favor humanity with perception and teach
humankind understanding.

(You have favored us [with the ability] to know Your
Torah and taught us to fulfill the statutes of Your will. You
made a distinction, YHVH, our God, between sacred and
unhallowed, between light and darkness, between Israel
and the peoples, between the seventh day and the six
work days. Our Father, our King, commence for us the
days that approach us, in peace, devoid of all sin, and
cleansed of all iniquity, and devoted to the fear of You.)
Grant us knowledge, understanding and intellect
from You. Blessed are You, YHVH, Grantor of
perception.
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Proverbs 31:26

She opens her mouth in wisdom and a teaching of kindness (torat-hesed) is on her tongue.
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A. “She opens her mouth with wisdom and torat-hesed is on her tongue.” (Proverbs 31:26)

Is there such a thing as Torah of hesed and Torah that is not of hesed? Rather, Torah to teach it - this is
Torah of hesed, not to teach it - this is Torah that is not of hesed. (Sukkah 49b) We find here a great
insight, that the overflow of Torah to students isn’t an action that involves Torah and hesed [as two
separate entities] in conjunction. Rather the essence of overflowed words of Torah is that they
themselves acquire the character of hesed. For behold - the term hesed here functions in the role of an
adjective for the object Torah.

Certainly this is a great insight, because it is clear that if a person vocalizes words of Torah from a book
for a person who is blind, that is just like one inn into which two mitvot - Torah and hesed - are invited
at oneinstant. Clearly neither one becomes descriptive of the other. Whereas Torah that is taught to
students is not called Torah plus hesed but the content of this Torah changes and it has its own
nomenclature - it is called Torat-hesed.
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B. The promise of protection to our ancestor Avraham that was said to him in the statement “l am
protecting - magen - you [your reward is exceedingly great]” (Gen. 15:1) was explained to us by the
reasoning of the Maharal, that the language magen here means “free.” Since Avraham’s attribute is
hesed, and the reward of hesed-doers is that they reap the dividends in this world for free while the
principle remains for the world to come. He adds to this explanation the words: Understand further,
that the world is from the Holy One’s hesed, as it is written “The world was built through Hesed” (Ps.
89:3). Through God’s hesed the products of the world are actualized. From this, understand that one
who clings to this attribute has both principle and dividends...
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D. Deep meditation on the path of the Maharal sets us in the ray of its light, for the inner characteristic
of the attribute of hesed in its purest form is overflowing goodness and extra contribution to reality
without any loss in the source that overflows. What we see in all matters in the world, that when one
bestows upon others from one’s own possessions, the act of bestowing causes a loss to the giver, that
is because the attribute of hesed acts in combination with things of the material world, and this
combination prevents one from seeing the act of hesed in its purest state, in the form of creation that
increases without loss. And so therefore, when the attribute of hesed joins up with hochmah, the
essential characteristic of the power of hesed is revealed in this - for it isn’t just that giving and
overflowing wisdom to others doesn’t cause a loss in the one who gives, but just the opposite - this
overflow brings a blessing and expansion in one’s wisdom.
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“From my students more than others” (Taanit 7b). We find that even though hesed has the ability to
join with all matters in the world, for in everything it is possible to share good with another person,
nevertheless, the creative power that is in the attribute of hesed, whose root is the power of hesed in
the creation of the world - “Through hesed was the world built” - is only revealed in the moment that
hesed partners with wisdom. Therefore, Torah in order to teach, this is torat hesed. As explained
above, we don’t call it Torah and hesed, but rather the very character of this Torah changes and it
acquires an “escorting” word - it is called Torat Hesed. That is because in this kind of Torah, the power
of creation that is in the attribute of hesed is revealed, and “new Torah values” continue to be created
in the spring that overflows specifically by way of its giving over and overflowing, doing good and
hesed with the other. “She opens her mouth with wisdom and torat hesed is on her tongue.”
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Intertexts
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