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Creativity and Creation Session 4:
(Re)Creating Our World Through Hesed

Rabbi Aviva Richman- richman@hadar.org

1. God’s Hesed (and ours?) Creates the World

Pahad Yitzhak: Collection of Essays on Hesed Essay 1

(R. Yitzhak Hutner, 1906-1980)

4..The attribute of Divine Hesed reveals itself to
us in the very fact of creation’s coming-into-being.
“The world will be built through hesed.”(Psalms
89:3) The journey of the worlds from “nothing”
into “something” reflects the existence of the
hesed of the creation of a source of delight
without boundary. “Adam was only created in
order to delight in God.” (Path of the Just, Luzatto)
Only after this, after the attribute of hesed served
as the backdrop for building the world, only then
do other attributes begin to reveal themselves in
the functioning of the already built world...while
the other attributes govern the functioning of the
words, behold, the attribute of hesed governs the
worlds’ coming-into-being.
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By extension also in our work to make ourselves MmN mMuay mmn
whole, where the central component is the nmM NN, mnNyn
similarity between the creature and its Creator - mMNNNANLMY ToNN
“Just as God...so too you”[Mekhilta Shira] - the mdyn
work of perfecting the attribute of hesed
distinguishes itself... While for the other good VX NTAYI DAY INDM
attributes and lofty achievements, our work is to IWNNXY MNSNwna
make the effort to acquire and delineate the ways NN N"Mpwin Nnhnon
of our world through these attributes, behold NN NI NNIXNMNT
through our greatness in the attribute of hesed NOTaNN NNN QX NN
we create our world. For, through training mMno5nNYynanmayn N
ourselves in the laws of the virtues of hesed, in the | NY)ya mwa TDNN NN
hesed obligations of our hearts, and in hesed INYIY TIY2 .DTMMm
obligations of our limbs, behold we create and moynm mavn minn
bring into existence our inner personal world - N1 1NTIAY MNOyn
the image of God. nmip> M>Tnwnn
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2. Hesed is the ONLY way to know God

This is the explanation of the covenant of Hesed
with Avraham:

The distinguishing character of Avraham is that
he “came to recognize his Creator” - he looked at
a building, and the owner of the building peeked
out from within. Since the path of hesed is the
path upon which Creation proceeded in its
coming into being, and the line that leads from
the Creator to creation is the line of hesed, of
course the moment in which Avraham
recognized his Creator and the “Owner of the
building” peeked out from within, he must have
crossed the path of hesed. That line of hesed
that extends directly from the essence of the
Holy Blessed One into the midst of creation, that
is the line Avraham crossed on his way back from
the midst of creation to [God’s] Holy essence...It
is impossible for a person to feel the “Owner of
the building” peeking out from within the
building except through one’s association with
the attribute of hesed of the Owner of the
building...

The same is true in the same measure in the
other direction. One who does not engage in
acts of hesed is like one who has no God. For just
as without the Creator’s attribute of hesed, as it
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were, there is no place for created beings, so too
without the attribute of hesed of those created
beings there is no place for the Creator, as it
were...
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3. Hesed that Creates in Real Life

Susan Sered, Women as Ritual Experts: the religious lives of elderly Jewish
women in Jerusalem (Oxford University Press, 1996, pp. 18-25, 39)

In the culture of Kurdish Jews...it is the daughters who bear the burden of the
diurnal and emotional support of aged and sick parents...domestic religion has

to do with the lives, suffering, and deaths of particular, usually well-loved

individuals. ...l see continuity rather than fracture between domestic and non-

or less-domestic religion...
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