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Prayer as Belief in Renewal
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There is a great principle in the service of the blessed
Creator- the core is faith/reliance. And my grandfather
(the Ba’al Shem tov) would instruct about this. This is
the root of all Torah and Service. And this is what King
David said, All of your mitzvot are faith (emunah);
help me for | have been chased by falsehood- that the
core of Mitzvot is faith, that is to have faith in God. And
one who does have faith in God can pray every day.
That is that if he has faith that every day God renews
creation, he is a new creation every day, and all of the
worlds are new creations. And he needs to pray and to
give praise and thanks to the One who created
everything and also created him to pray for his life and
the life of his wife and children and his livelihood and
all good things. But if he does not believe with complete
faith that God renews Creation every day [then] the
Tefillah and Mitzvot become for him like something old,
and routine. And it becomes revolting to him to say the
identical things every day. And this is what my
grandfather said on the verse, Do not discard me at the
time of aging - meaning that the matter will be old to
him. For just as aging causes weakness in all of the
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limbs of a person due to the fact that his strength and
suppleness and flow of the blood, which sustains a
person, weaken. Similarly in matters of the spirit,
something which is old and aged does not have
enjoyment and great liveliness and no new component.
And this is the meaning of “and every day they should be
in your eyes as new.” For They are new every morning,
great is Your faithfulness, meaning that through the
new every morning, that is that Y/you renew creation
every day, and through that great is your faith. It turns
out that the root of Tefillah and Mitzvot is faith.

YNV NNNN DTRN M2'R 71 NiwYn
N'NNN DT NIXANALINGNY1 FnInD
|¥' 12TV NINMNA D 11D -DTRN DX
72T X717 NIFNEARYN 17 PR |pPTI
D'YUTND 72V I'* DI' 722 10Tl ,WUTN
D'wTn D ('I,'1 ANNXI KVIT XN{j?7'0D)
(2">,"'2 NO'X) MmN na1 DY
"N DM D'WTNY T 7Y D win
N'UXIL NWYN DI' 721 UTNN NNRY
75 7'V KXN1 YMINK 22N N7 T I
ININKRN RN NIXNNEN7'9NN

Rashi to Devarim 26:16
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Today HaShem your God commands you. Every day they should be new in your eyes, as if on

that day you were commanded about them.

Shulkhan Aruch 61:2 (Laws of Keriyat Shema)
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[The verse states:] "Which | have commanded you today," (Deuteronomy 6:6) - which
teaches that every day it should appear in your eyes as if it was new, and not like someone
who already heard it many times and is [therefore] not precious to him.
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