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...The reason for the Torah being written in this form
[namely, the third person] is that it preceded the creation of
the world, and, needless to say, it preceded the birth of
Moses our teacher. It has been transmitted to us by tradition
that it [the Torah] was written with letters of black fire upon
a background of white fire. Thus Moses was like a scribe
who copies from an ancient book, and therefore he wrote
anonymously. However, it is true and clear that the entire
Torah — from the beginning of Genesis to in the sight of all
Israel [the last words in Deuteronomy] — reached the ear of
Moses from the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He, just
asitis said elsewhere, He pronounced all these words unto
me with his mouth, and | wrote them with ink in the book.
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...We have yet another mystic tradition that the whole Torah
is comprised of Names of the Holy One, blessed be He, and
that the letters of the words separate themselves into Divine
Names when divided in a different manner, as you may
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imagine by way of example that the verse of Bereshith
divides itself into these other words: berosh yithbare Elokim.
This principle applies likewise to the entire Torah, aside
from the combinations and the numerical equivalents of the
Holy Names. Our Rabbi Shlomo [Rashi] has already written
in his commentaries on the Talmud concerning the manner
in which the Great Divine Name of seventy-two letters is
derived from the three verses: And he went, And he came,
And he stretched out. It is for this reason that a Scroll of the
Torah in which a mistake has been made in one letter’s
being added or subtracted is disqualified [even though the
literal meaning remains unchanged], for this principle [that
the whole Torah comprises Names of the Holy One, blessed
be He], obligates us to disqualify a scroll of the Torah in
which one letter vav is missing from the word otham — of
which there are thirty-nine fully-spelled ones in the Torah —
[despite the fact that the same word appears many times
without a vav], or if he [the Scribe] were to add a vav to any
of the other deficient ones [that is, words which could be
written with an additional vav but are not so written]. So it is
in similar cases even though it matters not one way or
another according to what can be conceptualized.
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Itis this principle which has caused the Biblical scholars to
count every full and defective word in the Torah and
Scripture and to compose books on the Masoretic text,
going back as far as Ezra the Scribe and Prophet, so that we
should be heedful of this, as the Sages derived it from the
verse, And they read in the book in the Law of G-d, distinctly;
and they gave the sense, and caused them to understand the
reading. It would appear that the Torah “written with letters
of black fire upon a background of white fire” was in this
form we have mentioned, namely, that the writing was
contiguous, without break of words, which made it possible
for it to be read by way of Divine Names and also by way of
our normal reading which makes explicit the Torah and the
commandment. It was given to Moses our teacher using the
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division of words which expresses the commandment, and

orally it was transmitted to him in the rendition which

consists of the Divine Names. Thus masters of the Cabala

write the letters of the Great Name | have mentioned

[namely, the Name containing seventy-two letters] all close

to each other, and then these are divided into words

consisting of three letters and many other divisions, as is the

practice among the masters of the Cabala.
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Parashat Chukat
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...lt is known that there are 600,000 letters in the Torah
and there are 600,000 soul-roots (even though there are
many and different people of Israel, nevertheless there
are 600,000 roots and the extra come from a splitting of
sparks). And every person of Israel has one letter in the
Torah, and the Torah and the Holy Blessed One are one.
And that [letter] is the part of God that is inside a person.
And he is literally that letter that comes from the root of
his soul. And the letter bestows on a person abundance
(shefa) and holy vitality. And it must be known that each
letter is found in the mouth of a person and each letter is
comprised of all of the Torah. It turns out that the entire
Torah is in the mouth of a person. For is it not the case
that a Sefer Torah which is missing just one letter is
invalid and isn’t considered a Torah for this reason. For
every letter is considered the Torah when they are all
joined together.

And all of the service of God is in this, that a person
needs to come close to his root, which is the Torah, the
complete supernal structure, the 613 mitzvot. And a
person is also comprised of 248 limbs and 365 sinews, as
is known. And just as if one letter of the Sefer Torah is
missing it is not complete, so the Sages said that anyone
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who destroys a single soul of Israel is like someone who
destroys an entire world, and the opposite for one who
sustains, it is like sustaining an entire world. Understand.

And therefore we say before prayer, “I hereby accept
upon myself the positive Mitzvah of loving your
neighbor [as yourself]." Because it is all a single unity.
Just as the Torah is only called the Torah when all of the
letters are combined together. And even if someone sees
a bad element in their friend, they should [only] hate the
bad that is in them, but the holy element they should
love like themselves. As the Baal Shem Tov said that the
perfect Tzaddik who has no bad inside of him doesn’t see
any bad in anyone else. But one who sees something bad
in their friend it is as one who looks in a mirror: if his face
is dirty he also sees that in the mirror and if his face is
clean he sees no flaw in the mirror. He sees as he
[himself] is. And that is you shall love your neighbor
like yourself meaning, just as a person knows about
himself that he has some bad inside himself, but he
doesn’t hate himself though he hates the bad within
himself, so too regarding his friend. Because in truth it is
all one, for doesn’t his friend also have an element of the
Divine like him and he [also] has a letter in the Torah...
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