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Language as a Lens - Session 1 - Lashon Hara

R. Dena Weiss

Motzi Shem Ra - Slander (what you say is not true, negative, and damaging)
Lashon HaRa - Defamation (what you say is true, but negative and damaging)
Rechilut - Gossip (what you say is true, not negative, but damaging nonetheless)

Meor Einayim - Parashat Hukat
Menahem Nahum of Chernobyl 1730-1797
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...lt is known that there are 600,000 letters in the Torah
and there are 600,000 soul-roots (even though there are
many and different people of Israel, nevertheless there
are 600,000 roots and the extra come from a splitting of
sparks). And every person of Israel has one letter in the
Torah, and the Torah and the Holy Blessed One are one.
And that [letter] is the part of God that is inside a person.
And he is literally that letter that comes from the root of
his soul. And the letter bestows on a person abundance
(shefa) and holy vitality. And it must be known that each
letter is found in the mouth of a person and each letter is
comprised of all of the Torah. It turns out that the entire
Torah is in the mouth of a person. For is it not the case
that a Sefer Torah which is missing just one letter is
invalid and isn’t considered a Torah for this reason. For
every letter is considered the Torah when they are all
joined together.

And all of the service of God is in this, that a person
needs to come close to his root, which is the Torah, the
complete supernal structure, the 613 mitzvot. And a
person is also comprised of 248 limbs and 365 sinews, as
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is known. And just as if one letter of the Sefer Torah is
missing it is not complete, so the Sages said that anyone
who destroys a single soul of Israel is like someone who
destroys an entire world, and the opposite for one who
sustains, it is like sustaining an entire world. Understand.

And therefore we say before prayer, “I hereby accept
upon myself the positive Mitzvah of loving your
neighbor [as yourself]." Because it is all a single unity.
Just as the Torah is only called the Torah when all of the
letters are combined together. And even if someone sees
a bad element in their friend, they should [only] hate the
bad that is in them, but the holy element they should
love like themselves. As the Baal Shem Tov said that the
perfect Tzaddik who has no bad inside of him doesn’t see
any bad in anyone else. But one who sees something bad
in their friend, it is as one who looks in a mirror: if his face
is dirty he also sees that in the mirror and if his face is
clean he sees no flaw in the mirror. He sees as he
[himself] is. And that is you shall love your neighbor
like yourself meaning, just as a person knows about
himself that he has some bad inside himself, but he
doesn’t hate himself though he hates the bad within
himself, so too regarding his friend. Because in truth it is
all one, for doesn’t his friend also have an element of the
Divine like him and he [also] has a letter in the Torah...
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1) What is Tzara'at?

2) Why is Tzara'at the punishment for Lashon Hara/Motzi Shem Ra?
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2a) Why is there no distinction made between Lashon Hara - gossip which is truthful - and

Motzi Shem Ra - libel?

3) Why is Lashon Hara so bad/why is it equated with idolatry?

4) Why does the verse use the language of "Torah" to describe the process of purification?

Me'or Einayim - Parashat Metzora

yalXn nvnd - 0"11'Y 1IRN

This shall be the Torah of the person who has Tzara'at
(Metzora) on the day of his purification...

And our rabbis derived from Metzo-Ra the words Motzi Shem
Ra - that from the sin of Lashon Hara these afflictions come.
But the idea is as it is written God created the world
be-Reishit (for the primary thing) and our Rabbis derived
that it is for the Torah and for Israel.

It turns out that Israel is something very important to
Blessed God and it is for their sake God created all of the
worlds and all of creation. And Heavenly God gets pleasure
from each person in Israel, even from a great "rasha" as the
verse says in Shir Hashirim - your temple (rakateich) is like
a split pomegranate - even the empty ones among you
(reikanim) are full of mitzvot like a pomegranate (Berakhot
57a).

And when you speak Lashon Hara about a single Jewish
person, even if you are saying the truth, you eliminate the
pleasure of the Blessed Creator, as it were, and bring the
character trait of sadness, as it were, as it says God was
saddened to His heart. And you switch from pleasure
(oneg) to affliction (nega). Therefore its consequence is
measure for measure and afflictions come upon him.
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And our Rabbis of blessed memory said, that Lashon Hara is
as enormous as idolatry, licentiousness, and murder
(Arakhin 15b). And we need to be precise - what is the
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conceptual connection between idolatry and Lashon Hara?
But the concept is as it is written, by the word of God the
heavens were created - that all of the worlds and all of the
creations were created by speech, the 22 letters of the Torah,
which is called the Kingdom of Heaven because when the
king doesn't speak, we don't know how to do His will, but
when He speaks, His will is revealed - which is the Kingdom
of Heaven...
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And Blessed God does not speak Lashon Hara against the
Jewish people like a father does not speak it about his son. It
turns out that when a person speaks Lashon Hara he shows
that he is contradicting that his speech is the Kingdom of
Heaven and he is like someone who worships idols.
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