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Is Tisha B’Av Eternal?

Dr. Jeremy Tabick - tabick@hadar.org

Tisha B’Av 5784

1. Mishnah Ta’anit 4:6
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Five things happened to our ancestors on 17" Tammuz

and five on 9™ Av:
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On 17" Tammuz: the tablets were broken, the daily
offering ceased, the city was encircled, Apistomos burned

the Torah, and he placed an image in the sanctuary.
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On 9™ Av: it was decreed on our ancestors that they should
not enter the Land, he destroyed the House—first and
second, Beitar was captured, and the city was

plowed/silenced.
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2. Talmud Yerushalmi Ta’anit 4:6 / 69b-c
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Mishnah: When Av enters, they reduce happiness.

A week during which 9" Av falls—they are forbidden from
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cutting hair and from laundry;
but on Thursday it is permitted because of the honor of

Shabbat.
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R. Yirmiyah in the name of R. Hiyya bar Ba: Logically, they
should fast on the 10" because on it it was burned. But

why on the 9"? Because on it punishment began.
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And it is recited so: “On the 7™, they entered inside it; on
the 8", they were tearing down its walls; on the 9", they

kindled in it the flame; on the 10", it was burned.”
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R. Yehoshua ben Levi fasted 9" and 10". R. Abun fasted 9™
and 10", R. Levi fasted 9" and the night of the 10",
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R. Ba bar Zavda in the name of R. Haninah: Rabbi sought to
uproot 9" Av but they did not let him.
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R. Lazar said to him: | was with you and it was not said
thus! Rabbi sought to uproot 9™ Av that fell on Shabbat but
they did not let him. He said, “Since it is pushed off—let it
be pushed off.” They said, “Let it be pushed off until

tomorrow.”
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He repaid him for what we recite there: “R. Yohanan ben
Berokah says: About both of them (men and women) it
says, ‘God blessed them and God said to them, “Be fruitful

and multiply””” (Mishnah Yevamot 6:6). R. Lazarin the
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name of R. Haninah: Halakhah is according to R. Yohanan
ben Berokah. R. Ba bar Zavda said to him: | was with you
and it was only said: If she wanted to be married, the law is

with her.
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And he read about them, “Two are better than one”

(Kohelet 4:9).
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3. Talmud Yerushalmi Megillah 1:1 / 70b
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Nahman bar R. Shmuel bar Nahman: “Happiness and
joy”—from here they are forbidden in funerals; “and
feasting”—from here they are forbidden in fasting; “and a

good day”—from here they are forbidden in doing labor.
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Said R. Helbo: | used to often sit before R. Shmuel bar
Nahman and | never learned this thing! He (= Nahman) said

to him: Everything that father learned, you learned!?

"M N'AN! A0 'IQ'T .ia7N 27 MK
AN NWNY K71 RN N2 7RINY 10
NINTNN™72 .7 N RN RTD

VMY DR YNY XAX

The matter of Rabbi disagrees. Because Rabbi used to
publicize himself two days per year: he washes on 17*

Tammuz and plants plants on Purim.
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R. Havivah in the name of Rabbanan there (= in Bavel): Any
place that is written “good day” it is not written “and
receive”; any place that is written “and receive” it is not

written “good day”; but here it is written “good day” and it is
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written “and receive” (see Esther 9:22-23).

4. Talmud Yerushalmi Demai 2:1 / 22¢
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Rabbi permitted to buy vegetables on the year after the
Shemittah (see Mishnah Shevi’it 6:4) and everyone turned on
him. He said to them, “Come and let us discuss. Itis written,
‘He cut down the bronze serpent’ (2 Kings 18:4). But was
there no righteous person from Moshe to Hizkiyahu to remove
it!? Rather, that crown God left for him to be crowned
through. And us, this crown that God left for us to be crowned

through!”
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5. Talmud Bavli Megillah 5a-b
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Said R. Elazar said R. Hanina: Rabbi planted a plant on
Purim, and washed in the wagonhouse of Sepphoris on 17%
Tammuz, and he sought to uproot 9" Av—but they did not

agree to him.
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R. Abba bar Zavda said before him, “Rabbi, this is not what
happened. Rather, it was 9" Av that fell on Shabbat and
they pushed it off until after Shabbat. But Rabbis said,
“Since it was pushed off—let it be pushed off,” but
Hakhamim did not agree. He read about him, “Two is

better than one.”
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6. Zekhariah 7:1-14, 8:19
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"It was in the fourth year of King Darius when the word of
God [came] to Zekhariah on the 4™ of the 9" month, Kislev.
’Beit-El-Sar-Etzer and Regem-Melekh and his men sent to
appease God, *to say to the priests that are in the House of
God of Hosts, and to the prophets, “Should | weep in the

5th month of consecration, as | have done for many years?”
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*The word of God of Hosts [came] to me, *“Say to all the
people of the land and to the priests: When you fast and
mourn in the 5th and in the 7th [months] these 70
years—did you fast for Me!? *When when you eat and
drink, is it not you who eat and you who drink!? “Is it not
the words that God announced through the early prophets,
when Jerusalem was settled and tranquil, and its satellite

towns, the desert, and the low country was settled?
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*The word of God [came] to Zekhariah: *“So says God of
Hosts: True judgment you should judge, and love and
mercy you should do, each with their brother. °And a
widow and orphan, stranger and pauper—do not oppress;
and evil of each to their brother—do not plan in your
hearts. "'They refused to listen. They gave a stubborn
shoulder and their ears were made [too] heavy to listen,

?and their hearts they placed a flint from hearing the
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instruction and the words that God of Hosts sent with
God'’s spirit through the early prophets. There was great
anger from God of Hosts. *When he announced, they did
not hear—‘So let them call, and | will not listen,’ said God of
Hosts. *I stormed them away across all the nations that
they did not know, and the Land was desolate after them
from travelers. They made a beautiful land into a

desolation...”
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819450 said God of Hosts: The fast of the 4™, and the fast of
the 5™ and the fast of the 7", and the fast of the 10" will be
for the house of Yehudah for joy and happiness, and for

good occasions. But love truth and peace.
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7. Talmud Bavli Rosh HaShanah 18a-b
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Mishnah: For six months, the messengers leave: for Nisan
because of Pesah, for Av because of the fast, for Elul
because of Rosh Hashanah, for Tishrei because of setting
the festivals, for Kislev because of Hanukkah, and for Adar

because of Purim.
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But let them go out also for Tammuz and Tevet!
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For said Rav Hana bar Bizna said R. Shimon Hasida: What is
written, “So says God of Hosts: The fast of the 4™, and the
fast of the 5", and the fast of the 7", and the fast of the 10™

will be for the house of Yehudah for joy and happiness”—he

[IVRY 127 KX KI7'2 12 KIN 20 0IXT
NINQY N IMNX N7 :AMNIT 'RNL,XT'0N
'Y DiX| 'Ynn Dix| 'y'ann nix

liwY7 NN N7 NI YYD Diy|

Page 6 of 7

R3PS




HADAR
=
calls them “fast” and he calls them “joy and happiness”! N7 21,70iX” N7 R U nNnvt
When there is peace—they will be for joy and happiness; no 1N — DiY WY T I"nnnv livy”
peace—fast. .Dix — Di7Y I'N ,NNnY vy
Said Rav Papa: This is what he meant: When there is WY T2 NN 0 ,K99 10 NN
peace—they will be for joy and happiness; there is — TRY Y NNNYT jiwwT 1 — Dig
persecution—fast; no persecution and no peace—[if] they ,[AYNIN 41X — DIi7Y 'RI TAY 'K ,DiX
want, they fast; [if] they want, they do not fast. Jynn 'R AX
If so, 9" Av also!? 712X NYYA LN N
Said Rav Papa: 9th Av is different because on it sufferings 7'NIN AN NYYN IRY :XDD 2 X
were doubled. As the master said, “On 9" Av, he destroyed NYYNA N NART NiNY i 479210]
the House—first and second, and Beitar was captured, and ,NMIY1 NJIYRIA N'AN 2NN 2N
the city was plowed/silenced.” 2D NYINI,NMNTITN
8. Talmud Bavli Ta’anit 11b / 12a A' [ :N'nyn 722 T
Said R. Zeira said R. Yirmiyah bar Abba said Rav / said 27 AKX XAX 12NN AN INKR KT N IR
Shmuel: There is no public fast in Bavel except for 9™ N7X 7222 12X NN 'R 7XINY nx /
Av alone. Ta712ax3 nywn
9. Tosafot Megillah 5b N 2'7'an nisoin
Alternatively it is possible to say that he wanted to WARY1 'WYNN NPY7 NXIT NN Wl R
uproot it from the 9" and fix it on the 10™". T'wyl
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