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Section 1: Remembering Vulnerability, An Ongoing Imperative

1. Shemot 17:16
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And he said: The hand upon the throne of
God; God will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation.
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2. Devarim 25:17-19
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'"Remember what Amalek did to you on your
journey, after you left Egypt—"how,
undeterred by fear of God, he surprised you
on the march, when you were famished and
weary, and cut down all the stragglers in
your rear. “Therefore, when the Lord your
God grants you safety from all your enemies
around you, in the land that the Lord your
God is giving you as a hereditary portion,
you shall blot out the memory of Amalek
from under heaven. Do not forget!
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3. Mekhilta d. R. Shimon b. Yohai 17:8
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Amalek came. R. Yehoshua said: they
entered under the clouds of glory and
snatched people from Israel and killed them,
as it says You were tired and worn out and
[Amalek] didn’t fear God. Others say: and
didn’t fear God - that refers to Israel...
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4, Shulamit ha-Levy, Ot Hevel (Mark of Abel) Poetry Collection, Epilogue

Who Made Me According to His Will
The scent marking male territory
crouches next to the throne of
God. He re-members that we are but dust.

Ground of the earth.

Intentional versus unintentional [sins]
You discern. Will/desire

versus coercion/rape.
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5. Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 74b
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But Esther was in public [so she should have
been willing to die rather than commit a
sexual sin]! Abaye said: Esther was ground
of the earth.
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6. R. YomTov ben Avraham Asevilli,
Seville, 13" C
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The clearest explanation of all is that it is not
referring specifically to the kingdom of
Ahashverosh, but him and anyone like him,
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as he was a “lover of woman,” and anyone in
his kingdom who raped a woman didn’t care
about it... therefore anyone taken captive by
Ahashverosh was considered like a captive,
where the presumption is that the sex act
occurred under coercion, and the fact that
they didn’t scream is because there was no
one to save them....
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Section 2: The Complicated Roots of Dan I’Caf Zechut

Mishnah Avot 1:6

IX NIANX NDOON Nlwn

Yehoshua ben Perachia says, "Make for
yourself a rabbi, acquire for yourself a
study-partner, and judge every person on
the scale of innocence.

A7 Mgt 2137 WY, MK MR 3 YYD

DT 927 DTRD 72 DX [T 11,120

2. Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 127b

One who engages in dan U’caf zechut will receive dan
l’caf zechut . And there was an incident involving a
certain person who descended from the Upper Galilee
and was hired to work for a certain homeowner in the
South for three years. On the eve of the Day of
Atonement, he said to the homeowner: Give me my
wages, and | will go and feed my wife and children.
The homeowner said to him: | have no money. He said
to him: In that case, give me my wages in the form of
produce. He said to him: | have none. The worker said
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to him: Give me my wages in the form of land. The
homeowner said to him: | have none. The worker said
to him: Give me my wages in the form of animals. He
said to him: | have none. The worker said to him: Give
me cushions and blankets. He said to him: | have
none. The worker slung his tools over his shoulder
behind him and went to his home in anguish.

After the festival of Sukkot, the homeowner took the
worker’s wages in his hand, along with a burden that
required three donkeys, one laden with food, one
laden with drink, and one laden with types of sweets,
and went to the worker’s home. After they ate and
drank, the homeowner gave him his wages. The
homeowner said to him: When you said to me: Give
me my wages, and | said: | have no money, of what did
you suspect me? The worker answered, | said:
Perhaps the opportunity to purchase merchandise
inexpensively presented itself, and you purchased it
with the money that you owed me. The homeowner
asked: And when you said to me: Give me animals,
and | said: | have no animals, of what did you suspect
me? The worker answered: | said: Perhaps the animals
are hired to others. The homeowner asked: When you
said to me: Give me land, and | said: | have no land, of
what did you suspect me? The worker answered: |
said: Perhaps the land is leased to others. The
homeowner asked: And when you said to me: Give me
produce, and | said: | have no produce, of what did
you suspect me? The worker answered: | said:
Perhaps they are not tithed, and that was why you
could not give them to me. The homeowner asked:
And when | said: | have no cushions or blankets, of
what did you suspect me? The worker answered: |
said: Perhaps he consecrated all his property to the
Temple. The homeowner said to him: | swear by the
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Temple service that it was so! | consecrated all my
property because of Hyrcanus, my son, who did not
engage in Torah study. And when | came to my fellows
in the South they dissolved all my vows. And you, just
as you judged favorably, so may God judge you
favorably.

There was an incident involving a certain pious man
who redeemed a young Jewish woman from captivity.
When they arrived at the inn he had her lie beneath
his feet. The next day, he descended, and immersed in
aritual bath, and taught his students. And the pious
man said to his students: When | had her lie beneath
my feet, of what did you suspect me? They said to
him: We said: Perhaps there is a student among us
whose conduct is not established before the rabbi. He
said to them: When | descended and immersed, of
what did you suspect me? They answered: Perhaps
due to the exertion of travel, the rabbi experienced a
seminal emission. He said to them: | swear by the
Temple service that it was so! And you, just as you
judged me favorably, so may God judge you favorably.

Once there was a certain matter needed by Torah
scholars with certain matron with whom all the
prominent people of Rome kept company. They said:
Who will go? Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: | shall go.
Rabbi Yehoshua and his students went. When they
arrived at the entrance of her house, he removed his
tfilin at a distance of four cubits, and entered, and
locked the door in front of his students. After he
emerged, he descended and immersed in a ritual
bath, and taught his students. And he said to his
students: When | removed tfilin, of what did you
suspect me? They said to him, we said: The rabbi must
hold that sacred items may not enter a place of
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impurity. He asked: When | locked the door, of what
did you suspect me? They said to him: We said:
Perhaps there is a royal matter that between him and
her. Rabbi Yehoshua asked: When | descended and
immersed, of what did you suspect me? They said to
him, we said: Perhaps a bit of spittle sprayed from her
mouth onto the rabbi’s clothes. Rabbi Yehoshua said
to them: | swear by the Temple service that it was so!
And you, just as you judged favorably, so may God

judge you favorably.
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Section Three: Modern Women’s Midrash

Judges 11:39-40

After two months’ time, she returned to her father,
and he did to her as he had vowed. She had never
known a man. So it became a custom in Israel

For the maidens of Israel to go every year, for four
days in the year, and chant dirges for the daughter
of Jephthah the Gileadite.
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Tanot, Jephthah’s Daughter, Rivka Lubitch

She was an only child, he had no other son or
daughter (Judg 11:34).

The Shekhinah said to Jephthah’s daughter:
Jephthah had no progeny from you, and on earth
they don’t know that a woman has a name of her
own, even without having a son or daughter. Sit
with me in heaven, and weep for this. On earth they
call you “Jephthah’s daughter,” and | will call you
“Tanot.”
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And why was she called “Tanot”? Because it is
written, And so since long ago, the daughters of
Israel go to wail (letanot) for the daughter of
Jephthah the Gileadite, four days a year (Judg
11:40). And they said, tanot does not mean wailing
but is the name of Jephthah’s daughter. And what
does she do? She sits in heaven and listens to the
stories of the earthly daughters of Israel, and then
sits by the Shekhinah and bewails their sorrows in
Her ear, prays for them and pleads their
righteousness.
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For Love is as Fierce as Death
Tamar Biala
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Rav Yehudah said: Yet, let us fondly remember that man,
and Hanania ben Hizkiyah was his name, if not for him,
the book of Ezekiel would have been hidden away, for it
contradicted things in the Torah. What did he do? They
brought him three hundred kegs of oil, and he satin an
attic, and searched it with Midrash.

(BT Hagiga 13a)

Rabbi Agiva said: God forbid! Not a single Israelite ever
disagreed and said that the Song of Songs does not
render one's hands impure, for all of eternity in its
entirety is not as worthy as the day on which Song of
Songs was given to Israel, for all the scriptures are holy,
and the Song of Songs is the holy of holies.

(Mishna, Yadaym 3:1)

Tanot asked the Shekhinah: What did Yehezkel say that
contradicted the Torah?

She answered: He did not fulfill be loving to your
neighbor like yourself (Lev. 19:18). For when he wanted to
tell Israel how God chose them for a people and how
they betrayed Him, and to comfort them - that terrible
things would befall them one day out of the blue and
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they will again be loved by Him - he told them all this
through a parable, and that parable, it was cruel and
humiliated the women of the world.

Tanot asked: And what were the three hundred kegs of
oil that they brought up to him, to Hananiah ben
Hizkiyah, that he would interpret Yehezkel?

She said: They brought him the Song of Songs, as is
written, Your ointments smell sweet, your name is like
finest oil, that is why the maidens love you (Cant. 1:3).

Tanot asked: And how can one interpret Yehezkel with
Shir Ha-Shirim?

The Shekhinah answered: Yehezkel said: You were still
naked and bare when | passed by you and saw that your
time for love had arrived, So | spread my robe over you
and covered your nudity and | swore a covenant to you -
declares the Lord God - and so you were mine. (Ezek.
16:7-8)

Comes Shir Ha-Shirim and says: Let's rise early to the
vineyards, we'll see if the vine has flowered, if the
pomegranates have bloomed, there I'll give my love to
you. (Cant. 7:13)

Yehezkel said, Like mother, like daughter; you are your
mother's daughter, she who rejected her man and
children, (Ezek. 16:44-45)

Comes Shir Ha-Shirim and says, Till | brought him to my
mother's house, to the chamber of she who conceived me
(Cant. 3:4) | would lead you, | would bring you to my
mother's house (Cant. 8:2) Under the apple tree | roused
you, it was there your mother conceived you (Cant. 8:5)

Yehezkel said: I clothed you...wound fine linen about your
head, and dressed you in silks (Ezek. 16:10)

Comes Shir Ha-Shirim and says: Let me see your face
(Cant. 2:14) Turn back, turn back that we might gaze upon
you (Cant. 7:1).

Yehezkel said: And you will be too ashamed to open your
mouth again (Ezek. 16: 63).
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Comes Shir Ha-Shirim and says, O you who linger in the
garden, a lover is listening, let me hear your voice. (Cant.
8:13)

Yehezkel said: Now I will raise my arm against you...and
give you over to your enemies (Ezek. 16:27) | will direct
bloody and passionate fury against you; | will deliver you
into their hands and they will tear down...and level...and
strip you...and take...and gather a mob and pelt you with
stones and pierce you with their swords...and punish you.
(Ezek. 16:38-41).

Comes Shir Ha-Shirim and says: A king is held captive in
the tresses (Cant. 7:6) and says: Let me be a seal upon
your hand (Cant. 8:6).

Yehezkel said: Confident in your beauty and fame, you
played the whore (Ezek. 16:15).

Comes Shir Ha-Shirim and says: If you don't know, O
fairest of women, go out... (Cant. 1:8) and added Arise my
darling, my fair one, come away! (Cant. 2:10).

Yehezkel said: | will establish my covenant with you (Ezek.
16:62), and Your beauty won you fame among the
nations, perfected through the splendor which | bestowed
on you - declares the Lord God (Ezek. 16:14).

Comes Shir Ha-Shirim and says, O would that you were
my brother (Cant. 8:1) and My beloved is mine and | am
his (Cant. 2:16).

And so it was that the Shekhinah said to Tanot: Draw me
after you, narutzu- let's run! (Cant. 1:4). Don't read it as
narutzu, but rather nirtzeh, let's desire. For there is no
love where there is no will, and there is no faithfulness
where there is no trust, and all the Scriptures are holy
and Shir Ha-Shirim is the holy of holies.
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