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Sefer Devarim:  AMBIGUITY & AMBIVALENCE in the Law of the King 
 

 י״ז:י״ד-כ׳ דברים
 

אכִּיֽ־ )יד( ֹ֣ רֶץ תָב ר אֶל־הָאָ֗ יךָ֙ ה׳ אֲשֶׁ֨ ן אֱלֹקֶ֙ ךְ נתֵֹ֣  לָ֔
הּ בְתָּה וִיֽרִשְׁתָּ֖ הּ ויְשַָׁ֣ ימָה ואְָמַרְתָּ֗ בָּ֑ לֶךְ עָלַי֙ אָשִׂ֤  מֶ֔

ר כְּכׇל־הַגּוֹיִם֖ ים שׂ֣וֹם )טו( ׃סְבִיבתָֹיֽ אֲשֶׁ֥  תָּשִׂ֤
יךָ֙ לֶךְ עָלֶ֙ ר מֶ֔ ר אֲשֶׁ֥ יךָ ה׳ יבְִחַ֛ רֶב בּ֑וֹ אֱלֹקֶ֖  מִקֶּ֣
יךָ ים אַחֶ֗ לֶךְ עָלֶי֙ךָ֙ תָּשִׂ֤ ל לֹ֣א מֶ֔ ת תוּכַ֗  עָלֶי֙ךָ֙ לָתֵ֤
ישׁ י אִ֣ ר נׇכְרִ֔ יךָ אֲשֶׁ֥  רַק֮ )טז( הֽוּא׃ לֹֽא־אָחִ֖

יב סוּסִים֒ לֹא־ירְַבֶּה־לּ֣וֹ  אֶת־הָעָם֙ ולְֹֽא־ישִָׁ֤
ימְָה עַן מִצְרַ֔ ר וַהֽ׳ ס֑וּס הַרְבּ֣וֹת לְמַ֖ ם אָמַ֣  לֹ֣א לָכֶ֔

רֶךְ לָשׁ֛וּב תסִֹפ֗וּן  ולְֹ֤א )יז( עֽוֹד׃ הַזֶּה֖ בַּדֶּ֥
ים ירְַבֶּה־לּוֹ֙ סֶף לְבָב֑וֹ יסָ֖וּר ולְֹ֥א נָשִׁ֔ ב וכְֶ֣  לֹ֥א וזְָהָ֔
ד׃ ירְַבֶּה־לּ֖וֹ ֹֽ ל כְשִׁבְתּ֔וֹ והְָיָ֣ה )יח( מְא א עַ֖  כִּסֵּ֣
תַב מַמְלַכְתּ֑וֹ ה ל֜וֹ וכְָ֨ ה אֶת־מִשְׁנֵ֨  הַזּאֹת֙ הַתּוֹרָ֤
פֶר י עַל־סֵ֔ ה )יט( הַלְויִִּםֽ׃ הַכּהֲֹנִ֥ים מִלִּפְנֵ֖  עִמּ֔וֹ והְָיתְָ֣

רָא י ב֖וֹ וקְָ֥ יו כׇּל־ימְֵ֣ עַן חַיָּ֑ ד לְמַ֣  אֶת־ה׳ לְירְִאָה֙ ילְִמַ֗
יו ר אֱלֹקָ֔ ֹ֠ שְׁמ י לִ֠ ה אֶֽת־כׇּל־דִּבְרֵ֞ את הַתּוֹרָ֥ ֹ֛  הַזּ

ים לֶּה ואְֶת־הַחֻקִּ֥ י )כ( לַעֲשׂתָֹֽם׃ הָאֵ֖  לְבִלְתִּ֤
יו רוּם־לְבָבוֹ֙ אֶחָ֔ י מֵֽ ה ס֥וּר וּלְבִלְתִּ֛ ין מִן־הַמִּצְוָ֖  ימִָ֣

אול ֹ֑ עַן֩ וּשְׂמ יךְ לְמַ֩ ים יאֲַרִ֨  ה֥וּא עַל־מַמְלַכְתּ֛וֹ ימִָ֧
יו רֶב וּבָנָ֖  ישְִׂרָאֵֽל. בְּקֶ֥

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 
 

(14) When you have entered the land that ה׳ your God has 
assigned to you, and taken possession of it and settled in it, 
and you say, “I will set a king over me, like all the nations 
around me,” (15) then set a king over yourself, one chosen 
by ה׳ your God. Be sure to set as king over yourself one of 
your own people; you must not set a foreigner over you, one 
who is not your kin. (16) But he shall not amass too many 
horses or send people back to Egypt to add to his horses, 
since ה׳ has warned you, “You must not go back that way 
again.” (17) And he shall not amass too many wives, lest 
his turn heart away; nor shall he amass silver and gold to 
excess. (18) When he is seated on his royal throne, he shall 
have a copy of this Torah written for him on a scroll by the 
levitical priests. (19) Let it remain with him and let him read 
in it all his life, so that he may learn to fear ה׳ his God, to 
observe faithfully every word of this Torah as well as these 
laws. (20) Thus he will not raise his heart above his fellows or 
turn from the commandments to the right or to the left, so 
that he and his descendants may reign long in the midst of 
Israel. 

 

 א׳:א׳ ומלחמות מלכים הלכות תורה, משנה
 

 לָאָרֶץ. כְּניִסָתָן בִּשְׁעַת ישְִׂרָאֵל נצְִטַוּוּ מִצְוֹת שָׁלֹשׁ
 תָּשִׂים "שׂוֹם טו( יז )דברים שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר מֶלֶךְ לָהֶם לְמַנּוֹת

 שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר עֲמָלֵק שֶׁל זַרְעוֹ וּלְהַכְרִית מֶלֶךְ". עָלֶיךָ
 ולְִבְנוֹת עֲמָלֵק". זֵכֶר אֶת "תִּמְחֶה יט( כה )דברים

 תִדְרְשׁוּ "לְשִׁכְנוֹ ה( יב )דברים שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר הַבְּחִירָה בֵּית
 שָּׁמָּה". וּבָאתָ

Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 1:1 
 

Israel was commanded to fulfill three mitzvot upon entering 
the Land: 1) To appoint a king, as Deut. 17:15 states: 'Set a 
king over yourself;' 2) To cut off out the descendants of 
Amalek, as Deut. 25:19 states: 'Erase the memory of Amalek;' 
3) To build God's Chosen House, as Deut. 12:5 states: 'Seek 
out God’s Presence and go there.' 

 
 

 יז:טו דברים על עזרא אבן

 רשות. תשים. שום
Ibn Ezra on Deuteronomy 17:15 

‘Set a king over yourself’ - Optional 
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Sefer Shoftim: NO KINGS IN ISRAEL!  
 
A Closing Refrain: 
 

 כ״א:כ״ה שופטים
ים ם בַּיּמִָ֣ ין הָהֵ֔ לֶךְ אֵ֥ ל מֶ֖ ישׁ בְּישְִׂרָאֵ֑ ר אִ֛  הַיּשָָׁ֥
יו ה. בְּעֵינָ֖  יעֲַשֶֽׂ

Judges  21:25 
In those days there was no king in Israel, and every 
man did what was right in his own eyes. 

 
 

 י״ז:ה׳-ו׳ שופטים
ישׁ )ה( ה והְָאִ֣ ית ל֖וֹ מִיכָ֔ ים בֵּ֣ עַשׂ אֱלֹקִ֑  אֵפוֹד֙ ויַַּ֤

ים א וּתְרָפִ֔ ד ויַמְַלֵּ֗ יו אַחַד֙ אֶת־יַ֤  לְכהֵֹֽן׃ וַיֽהְִי־ל֖וֹ מִבָּנָ֔
ים )ו( ם בַּיָּמִ֣ ין הָהֵ֔ לֶךְ אֵ֥ ל מֶ֖ ישׁ בְּישְִׂרָאֵ֑ ר אִ֛  הַיָּשָׁ֥

 יעֲַשֶׂהֽ. בְּעֵינָי֖ו

Judges  17:5-6 
(5) Now this man Mikhah had a house of God; he had made 
an ephod and oracle idols and he had inducted one of his 
sons to be his priest. (6) In those days there was no king in 
Israel, and every man did what was right in his own eyes. 

 

 י״ח:א׳ שופטים
ים ם בַּיָּמִ֣ ין הָהֵ֔ לֶךְ אֵ֥ ל מֶ֖ ים בְּישְִׂרָאֵ֑ ם וּבַיּמִָ֣  הָהֵ֗

בֶט י שֵׁ֣ בֶת נַחֲֽלָה֙ מְבַקֶּשׁ־ל֤וֹ הַדָּנִ֞ פְלָה כִּי֩ לָשֶׁ֔  לֹא־נָ֨
י הַה֛וּא עַד־הַיּ֥וֹם לּ֜וֹ ל בְּתוֹךְ־שִׁבְטֵ֥  בְּנחֲַלָֽה. ישְִׂרָאֵ֖

Judges 18:1 
In those days there was no king in Israel, and in those 
days the tribe of Dan was seeking a territory in which to 
settle; for to that day no territory had fallen to their lot 
among the tribes of Israel. 

 

 י״ט:א׳ שופטים
ים וַיֽהְִי֙ ם בַּיּמִָ֣ לֶךְ הָהֵ֔ ין וּמֶ֖ ל אֵ֣ י בְּישְִׂרָאֵ֑ ישׁ ויַהְִ֣ י אִ֣  לֵוִ֗
ר י גָּ֚ יםִ בְּירְַכְּתֵ֣ ח־לוֹ֙ הַר־אֶפְרַ֔ ה ויִַּקַּֽֽ גֶשׁ אִשָּׁ֣  פִילֶ֔

ית חֶם מִבֵּ֥  יהְוּדָֽה׃ לֶ֖

Judges 19:1 
In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain 
Levite residing at the other end of the hill country of Ephraim 
took to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. 

 
 

But…a counter-testimony from one of the Judges: 
 

 ח׳:כ״ב-כ״ג שופטים
 

 אֶל־גִּדְע֔וֹן אִֽישׁ־ישְִׂרָאֵל֙ ויַּאֹמְר֤וּ )כב(
נוּ֙ ה מְשָׁל־בָּ֙ י בֶּן־בְּנֶךָ֑ גַּ֣ם גַּם־בִּנְךָ֖ גַּם־אַתָּ֔  כִּ֥
נוּ אמֶר )כג( מִדְיָןֽ׃ מִיַּ֥ד הוֹשַׁעְתָּ֖ ֹ֤  גִּדְע֔וֹן אֲלֵהֶם֙ ויַּ

ל ֹ֤ ם אֲנִי֙ לֹֽא־אֶמְשׁ  בָּכֶ֔
ל ֹ֥ ם בְּנִי֖ ולְֹא־ימְִשׁ  בָּכֶ֑

ל ה׳ ֹ֥  ׃בָּכֶםֽ ימְִשׁ

Shoftim 8:22-23 
 
(22) Then those [who fought] on Israel’s side said to 
Gidon, “Rule over us—you, your son, and your 
grandson as well; for you have saved us from the 
Midianites.” (23) But Gidon replied,  
“I will not rule over you myself, 
nor shall my son rule over you -  
 ”!alone shall rule over you ה׳
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Sefer Shmuel: WE MUST HAVE A KING! 

 ח׳:ד׳-כ״ב א שמואל
ל ויִַּתְֽקַבְּצ֔וּ )ד( ֹ֖ י כּ ל זִקְנֵ֣ אוּ ישְִׂרָאֵ֑ ֹ֥  ויַּבָ

ל יו ויַּאֹמְר֣וּ )ה( הָרָמָֽתָה׃ אֶל־שְׁמוּאֵ֖  הִנּהֵ֙ אֵלָ֗
ה נתְָּ אַתָּ֣ יךָ זָקַ֔ יךָ הָלְכ֖וּ לֹ֥א וּבָנֶ֕ ה בִּדְרָכֶ֑  עַתָּ֗

נוּ לֶךְ שִׂיֽמָה־לָּ֥ נוּ מֶ֛  )ו( ׃כְּכׇל־הַגּוֹיִםֽ לְשׇׁפְטֵ֖
רַע י הַדָּבָר֙ ויֵַּ֤ ל בְּעֵינֵ֣ ר שְׁמוּאֵ֔ מְר֔וּ כַּאֲשֶׁ֣  אָֽ

נוּ לֶךְ תְּנהָ־לָּ֥ נוּ מֶ֖ ל לְשׇׁפְטֵ֑ ל ויַּתְִפַּלֵּ֥  שְׁמוּאֵ֖
     }פ{ אֶל־ה׳׃

אמֶר )ז( ֹ֤ ל ה׳ ויַּ ם בְּק֣וֹל שְׁמַע֙ אֶל־שְׁמוּאֵ֔  הָעָ֔
ל ֹ֥ יךָ אֲשֶׁר־יאֹמְר֖וּ לְכ י אֵלֶ֑ תְךָ֙ לֹ֤א כִּ֣ ֹֽ סוּ א  מָאָ֔

י  )ח( עֲלֵיהֶםֽ׃ מִמְּלֹ֥ךְ מָאֲס֖וּ כִּי־אתִֹ֥
ים י מִיּוֹם֩ אֲשֶׁר־עָשׂ֗וּ כְּכׇֽל־הַמַּעֲשִׂ֣ ם הַעֲלֹתִ֨  אוֹתָ֤

יםִ֙ ה ועְַד־הַיּ֣וֹם מִמִּצְרַ֙ ניִ הַזֶּ֔ עַזְבֻ֔  ויַּעַַבְד֖וּ ויַַּ֣
ים ים אֱלֹקִ֣ ן אֲחֵרִ֑ מָּה כֵּ֛ ים הֵ֥  )ט( גַּם־לָֽךְ׃ עשִֹׂ֖
ה ע ועְַתָּ֖ ם שְׁמַ֣ ךְ בְּקוֹלָ֑ ד אַ֗ ם תָּעִיד֙ כִּֽי־הָעֵ֤  בָּהֶ֔
ם והְִגַּדְתָּ֣ לֶךְ מִשְׁפַּ֣ט לָהֶ֔ ר הַמֶּ֔  ימְִלֹ֖ךְ אֲשֶׁ֥

אמֶר )י(       }ס{ עֲלֵיהֶֽם׃ ֹ֣ ל ויַּ ת שְׁמוּאֵ֔  אֵ֖
י ם ה׳ כׇּל־דִּבְרֵ֣ ים אֶל־הָעָ֕ לֶךְ׃ מֵאִתּ֖וֹ הַשּׁאֲֹלִ֥  מֶֽ

אמֶר )יא(     }ס{ ֹ֕ ה ויַּ לֶךְ מִשְׁפַּ֣ט יִהְֽיהֶ֙ זֶ֗  הַמֶּ֔
ר ם ימְִלֹ֖ךְ אֲשֶׁ֥ ם עֲלֵיכֶ֑ ח אֶת־בְּניֵכֶ֣ ם יקִָּ֗  לוֹ֙ ושְָׂ֥

יו בְּמֶרְכַּבְתּ֣וֹ  )יב( מֶרְכַּבְתּֽוֹ׃ לִפְנֵ֥י ורְָצ֖וּ וּבְפָרָשָׁ֔
י ל֔וֹ ולְָשׂ֣וּם ים שָׂרֵ֥ י אֲלָפִ֖ ים ושְָׂרֵ֣ שׁ חֲמִשִּׁ֑ ֹ֤  ולְַחֲר
ר חֲרִישׁוֹ֙ ֹ֣ י־מִלְחַמְתּ֖וֹ ולְַעֲשׂ֥וֹת קְצִיר֔וֹ ולְִקְצ  כְּלֵֽ

י ם )יג( רִכְבּֽוֹ׃ וּכְלֵ֥ ח ואְֶת־בְּנוֹתֵיכֶ֖  לְרַקָּח֥וֹת יקִָּ֑
ם )יד( וּלְאפֹֽוֹת׃ וּלְטַבָּח֖וֹת דֽוֹתֵיכֶ֠  ואְֶת־שְׂ֠

ם ם ואְֶת־כַּרְמֵיכֶ֧ ים וזְֵיתֵיכֶ֛ ח הַטּוֹבִ֖ ן יקִָּ֑  ונְתַָ֖
יו׃ ם )טו( לַעֲבָדָֽ ם וזְַרְעֵיכֶ֥ ר וכְַרְמֵיכֶ֖ ֹ֑ ן יעְַשׂ  ונְתַָ֥
יו יו׃ לְסָרִיסָ֖  וְאֶֽת־עַבְדֵיכֶם֩ )טז( ולְַעֲבָדָֽ

ם ם וְאֶֽת־שִׁפְח֨וֹתֵיכֶ֜ ים ואְֶת־בַּחוּרֵיכֶ֧  הַטּוֹבִ֛
ם ח ואְֶת־חֲמוֹרֵיכֶ֖ ה יקִָּ֑  )יז( לִמְלַאכְתּֽוֹ׃ ועְָשָׂ֖

ם ר צאֹנכְֶ֖ ֹ֑ ם יעְַשׂ  )יח( לַעֲבָדִיֽם׃ תִּהְֽיוּ־ל֥וֹ ואְַתֶּ֖
י הַה֔וּא בַּיּ֣וֹם וּזְעַקְתֶּם֙ ם מִלִּפְנֵ֣ ר מַלְכְּכֶ֔  אֲשֶׁ֥
ם ם בְּחַרְתֶּ֖ ם ה׳ ולְֹא־יעֲַנֶה֧ לָכֶ֑  בַּיּ֥וֹם אֶתְכֶ֖
ם ויַמְָאֲנ֣וּ )יט( הַהֽוּא׃ עַ הָעָ֔ ֹ֖  בְּק֣וֹל לִשְׁמ
ל י לֹּ֔א ויַּאֹמְר֣וּ שְׁמוּאֵ֑ לֶךְ כִּ֥  ׃עָלֵיֽנוּ יִהְֽיֶ֥ה אִם־מֶ֖

נוּ כְּכׇל־הַגּוֹיִ֑ם גַם־אֲנַחְ֖נוּ והְָיִ֥ינוּ )כ(  וּשְׁפָטָ֤
נוּ֙ א מַלְכֵּ֙ ינוּ ויְצָָ֣ ם לְפָנֵ֔ נוּ׃ ונְלְִחַ֖   אֶת־מִלְחֲמתֵֹֽ

I Samuel 8:4-22 

(4) All the elders of Israel assembled and came to 
Shmuel at Ramah, (5) and they said to him, “You have 
grown old, and your sons have not followed your ways. 
Now set a king over us, to judge us, like all the other 
nations.”  (6) This was very bad in Shmuel’s eyes that 
they said “Give us a king to judge us.” So Shmuel prayed 
to ה׳.  
(7) And  ה׳ replied to Shmuel, “Heed the voice of the 
people in everything they say to you. For it is not you 
that they have rejected; it is Me they have rejected as 
their king. (8) Like everything else they have done ever 
since I brought them out of Egypt to this day—forsaking 
Me and worshiping other gods—so they are doing to you. 
(9) Heed their demand; but warn them solemnly, and tell 
them about the law of the king  (mishpat hamelekh)who 
will rule over them.”  
(10) So Shmuel reported all the words of  ה׳ to the 
people, who were asking him for a king.  (11) He said, 
“This will be the conduct  of the king  (mishpat 
hamelekh) who will rule over you: He will take your sons 
and appoint them as his charioteers and horsemen, and 
they will serve as outrunners for his chariots. (12) He will 
appoint them as his chiefs of thousands and of fifties; or 
they will have to plow his fields, reap his harvest, and 
make his weapons and the equipment for his chariots. 
(13) He will take your daughters as perfumers, cooks, 
and bakers. (14) He will seize your choice fields, 
vineyards, and olive groves, and give them to his 
servants. (15) He will take a tenth of your fields and 
vineyards and give it to his eunuchs and servants. (16) 
He will take your male and female slaves, your fine 
young men, and your donkeys, and put them to work for 
him. (17) He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you will 
become his slaves. (18) And you will cry out on that 
day because of the king whom you yourselves have 
chosen; but  ה׳ will not answer you on that day.” (19) 
But the people would not listen to Shmuelf. “No,” they 
said. “We must have a king over us, (20)so we will be 
like all the other nations: Let our king judge us and go 
out at our head and fight our battles.” 
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Sefer Melakhim: The Second Greatest King of Israel 
 

 י׳:כ״ו-י״א:ז׳ א מלכים
 

ף )כו( ֹ֣ כֶב שְׁלֹמהֹ֮ ויֶַּאֱס  וַיֽהְִי־ל֗וֹ וּפָרָשִׁים֒ רֶ֣
לֶף כֶב ואְַרְבַּע־מֵאוֹת֙ אֶ֤ ר רֶ֔ לֶף וּשְׁנֵים־עָשָׂ֥  אֶ֖

ים י ויַּנַחְֵם֙ פָּרָשִׁ֑ כֶב בְּעָרֵ֣ לֶךְ הָרֶ֔  ועְִם־הַמֶּ֖
ם׃ ן )כז( בִּירוּשָׁלָֽ͏ִ לֶךְ ויִַּתֵּ֨ סֶף הַמֶּ֧  אֶת־הַכֶּ֛
ם ת כָּאֲבָנִי֑ם בִּירוּשָׁלַ֖͏ִ ים ואְֵ֣ ן הָאֲרָזִ֗  נתַָ֛
ים ה כַּשִּׁקְמִ֥ ב׃ אֲשֶׁר־בַּשְּׁפֵלָ֖ ֹֽ  וּמוֹצָ֧א )כח( לָר
ים ר הַסּוּסִ֛ ה אֲשֶׁ֥ ֹ֖ יםִ לִשְׁלֹמ ה מִמִּצְרָ֑  וּמִקְוֵ֕

י לֶךְ סחֲֹרֵ֣ ה יקְִח֥וּ הַמֶּ֔  )כט( בִּמְחִֽיר׃ מִקְוֵ֖
ה תַּעֲלֶ֠ ֽ֠ א וַ ה ותֵַּצֵ֨ יםִ֙ מֶרְכָּבָ֤ שׁ מִמִּצְרַ֙  מֵא֣וֹת בְּשֵׁ֣

סֶף ים וסְ֖וּס כֶּ֔ ה בַּחֲמִשִּׁ֣ ן וּמֵאָ֑ כֵ֠ ְ֠ י ו  לְכׇל־מַלְכֵ֧
ים י הַחִתִּ֛ ם וּלְמַלְכֵ֥ ם אֲרָ֖  }פ{ יצִֹֽאוּ׃ בְּידָָ֥

 

לֶךְ )א( ה והְַמֶּ֣ ֹ֗ ב שְׁלֹמ ים אָהַ֞  רַבּ֖וֹת נׇכְרִיּ֛וֹת נשִָׁ֧
ה ֹ֑ ת עַמֳּניִּוֹת֙ מוֹאֲבִיּ֤וֹת ואְֶת־בַּת־פַּרְע ֹ֔ מִיּ ֹ֣  אֲד

ת ֹ֖ ם )ב( חִתִּיּתֹֽ׃ צֵֽדְניִּ ר מִן־הַגּוֹיִ֗  אָֽמַר־ה׳ אֲשֶׁ֣
י ל אֶל־בְּנֵ֨ אוּ ישְִׂרָאֵ֜ ֹ֣ ם לֹא־תָב  והְֵם֙ בָהֶ֗

אוּ ֹ֣ ם לֹא־יבָ ם יטַּ֣וּ אָכֵן֙ בָכֶ֔ י אֶת־לְבַבְכֶ֔  אַחֲרֵ֖
ם ם אֱלֹהֵיהֶ֑ ק בָּהֶ֛ ה דָּבַ֥ ֹ֖  )ג( לְאַהֲבָֽה׃ שְׁלֹמ
ים ויַהְִי־ל֣וֹ ע שָׂרוֹת֙ נָשִׁ֗ ים מֵא֔וֹת שְׁבַ֣  וּפִלַגְשִׁ֖

יו ויַַּטּ֥וּ מֵא֑וֹת שְׁלֹ֣שׁ י )ד( אֶת־לִבּֽוֹ׃ נָשָׁ֖  ויַהְִ֗
ה זִקְנַת֣ לְעֵת֙ ֹ֔  אֶת־לְבָב֔וֹ הִטּ֣וּ נָשָׁיו֙ שְׁלֹמ

י ים אַחֲרֵ֖ ים אֱלֹקִ֣ ה אֲחֵרִ֑  שָׁלֵם֙ לְבָב֤וֹ ולְֹא־הָיָ֨
יו עִם־ה׳ ב אֱלֹקָ֔ לֶךְ )ה( אָבִיֽו׃ דָּוִ֥יד כִּלְבַ֖  ויֵַּ֣
ה ֹ֔ י שְׁלֹמ רֶת אַחֲרֵ֣ ֹ֔ י עַשְׁתּ י צִדנִֹ֑ים אֱלֹקֵ֖  ואְַחֲרֵ֣
ם ֹ֔ ץ מִלְכּ עַשׂ )ו( עַמּנִֹיֽם׃ שִׁקֻּ֖ ה ויַַּ֧ ֹ֛ ע שְׁלֹמ  הָרַ֖
י א ולְֹ֥א ה׳ בְּעֵינֵ֣ י מִלֵּ֛  }ס{ אָבִֽיו׃ כְּדָוִ֥ד ה׳ אַחֲרֵ֥

ה אָז֩ )ז( ה יבְִנֶ֨ ֹ֜ ה שְׁלֹמ ץ לִכְמוֹשׁ֙ בָּמָ֗ ב שִׁקֻּ֣  מוֹאָ֔
ר ר בָּהָ֕ י אֲשֶׁ֖ ם עַל־פְּנֵ֣ ִ͏ לֶךְ ירְוּשָׁלָ֑ ֹ֕ ץ וּלְמ  בְּנֵ֥י שִׁקֻּ֖
 עַמּֽוֹן׃

I Kings 10:26-11:7 
 
(26) Shlomo assembled chariots and horses. He had 
1,400 chariots and 12,000 horses, which he stationed 
in the chariot towns and with the king in Jerusalem. 
(27) The king made silver in Jerusalem like stones, 
and cedars as plentiful as sycamores in the Shefelah. 
(28) Shlomo’s horses were procured from Egypt at a 
fixed price. The king’s dealers would buy from them at 
a fixed price. (29) A chariot came up out  from Egypt for 
600 shekels of silver, and a horse 150; these in turn were 
exported by them to all the kings of the Hittites and the 
kings of the Arameans.  
 
(1) King Shlomo loved many foreign women in addition 
to Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, 
Phoenician, and Hittite women, (2) from the nations of 
which ה׳ had said to the Israelites, “None of you shall 
join them and none of them shall join you, lest they turn 
your heart away to follow their gods.” Such Shlomo 
clung to and loved. (3) He had seven hundred royal 
wives and three hundred concubines; and his wives 
turned his heart away. (4) In his old age, his wives 
swayed Shlomo’s heart after other gods, and he was 
not as wholeheartedly devoted to ה׳ his God as his 
father David had been. (5) Shlomo followed Ashtoret 
the goddess of the Phoenicians, and Milkom the 
abomination of the Ammonites. (6) Shlomo did what 
was wicked in the eyes of  ה׳ and did not remain loyal to 
  .like his father David ה׳
(7) Then, Solomon built an altar for Kemosh the 
abomination of Moav on the hill near Jerusalem, and 
one for Molekh the abomination of the Ammonites.  

 

 
4 



 

 

How Shlomo Read Tanakh 
 
 

 כא: סנהדרין בבלי, תלמוד
 

 נתגלו לא מה מפני יצחק ר' ואמר
  תורה טעמי

 
 טעמן נתגלו מקראות שתי שהרי
  העולם גדול בהן נכשל

 

 לו ירבה לא יז( יז, )דברים כתיב
 ולא ארבה אני שלמה אמר נשים
  אסור

 

 לעת ויהי ד( יא, א )מלכים וכתיב
  לבבו את הטו נשיו שלמה זקנת

 

 לו ירבה לא טז( יז, )דברים וכתיב
 ארבה אני שלמה ואמר סוסים

 כט( י, א )מלכים וכתיב אשיב ולא
 וגו' בשש ממצרים מרכבה ותצא

Talmud Bavli,  Sanhedrin 21b 
 
And Rabbi Yitzḥak says: Why were the reasons behind the Torah 
not revealed?  

Because the reasons for two verses were revealed, and the 
greatest man in the world failed in them.  

For it is written, “He shall not amass many wives for himself, [lest 
his heart turn away]” (Deuteronomy 17:17). And Shlomo said: I 
will amass many, but I will not turn away. 

 And, it is written: “In his old age, his wives swayed Shlomo’s heart 
after other gods” (I Kings 11:4). 

 And it is also written: “But he shall not amass too many horses or 
send people back to Egypt to add to his horses” (Deuteronomy 
17:16), and Shlomo said: I will accumulate many, but I will not 
return. And it is written: “A chariot came up out  from Egypt for 
600 shekels of silver” (I Kings 10:29). 
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