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Tanakh Intensive 5786/2026

Sefer Devarim: AMBIGUITY & AMBIVALENCE in the Law of the King
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Deuteronomy 17:14-20

(14) When you have entered the land that 'n your God has
assigned to you, and taken possession of it and settled in it,
and you say, “l will set a king over me, like all the nations
around me,” (15) then set a king over yourself, one chosen
by 'n your God. Be sure to set as king over yourself one of
your own people; you must not set a foreigner over you, one
who is not your kin. (16) But he shall not amass too many
horses or send people back to Egypt to add to his horses,
since 'n has warned you, “You must not go back that way
again.” (17) And he shall not amass too many wives, lest
his turn heart away; nor shall he amass silver and gold to
excess. (18) When he is seated on his royal throne, he shall
have a copy of this Torah written for him on a scroll by the
levitical priests. (19) Let it remain with him and let him read
init all his life, so that he may learn to fear 'n his God, to
observe faithfully every word of this Torah as well as these
laws. (20) Thus he will not raise his heart above his fellows or
turn from the commandments to the right or to the left, so
that he and his descendants may reign long in the midst of
Israel.
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Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 1:1

Israel was commanded to fulfill three mitzvot upon entering
the Land: 1) To appoint a king, as Deut. 17:15 states: 'Set a
king over yourself;' 2) To cut off out the descendants of
Amalek, as Deut. 25:19 states: 'Erase the memory of Amalek;'
3) To build God's Chosen House, as Deut. 12:5 states: 'Seek
out God'’s Presence and go there.'
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Ibn Ezra on Deuteronomy 17:15
‘Set a king over yourself’ - Optional
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Sefer Shoftim: NO KINGS IN ISRAEL!

A Closing Refrain:
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Judges 21:25
In those days there was no king in Israel, and every
man did what was right in his own eyes.
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Judges 17:5-6

(5) Now this man Mikhah had a house of God; he had made
an ephod and oracle idols and he had inducted one of his
sons to be his priest. (6) In those days there was no king in
Israel, and every man did what was right in his own eyes.
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Judges 18:1

In those days there was no king in Israel, and in those
days the tribe of Dan was seeking a territory in which to
settle; for to that day no territory had fallen to their lot
among the tribes of Israel.
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Judges 19:1

In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain
Levite residing at the other end of the hill country of Ephraim
took to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah.

But...a counter-testimony from one of the Judges:
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Shoftim 8:22-23

(22) Then those [who fought] on Israel’s side said to
Gidon, “Rule over us—you, your son, and your
grandson as well; for you have saved us from the
Midianites.” (23) But Gidon replied,

“] will not rule over you myself,

nor shall my son rule over you -

'n alone shall rule over you!”
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Sefer Shmuel: WE MUST HAVE A KING!
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| Samuel 8:4-22

(4) All the elders of Israel assembled and came to
Shmuel at Ramah, (5) and they said to him, “You have
grown old, and your sons have not followed your ways.
Now set a king over us, to judge us, like all the other
nations.” (6) This was very bad in Shmuel’s eyes that
they said “Give us a king to judge us.” So Shmuel prayed
to'n.

(7) And "nreplied to Shmuel, “Heed the voice of the
people in everything they say to you. For it is not you
that they have rejected; it is Me they have rejected as
their king. (8) Like everything else they have done ever
since | brought them out of Egypt to this day—forsaking
Me and worshiping other gods—so they are doing to you.
(9) Heed their demand; but warn them solemnly, and tell
them about the law of the king (mishpat hamelekh)who
will rule over them.”

(10) So Shmuel reported all the words of 'n to the
people, who were asking him for a king. (11) He said,
“This will be the conduct of the king (mishpat
hamelekh) who will rule over you: He will take your sons
and appoint them as his charioteers and horsemen, and
they will serve as outrunners for his chariots. (12) He will
appoint them as his chiefs of thousands and of fifties; or
they will have to plow his fields, reap his harvest, and
make his weapons and the equipment for his chariots.
(13) He will take your daughters as perfumers, cooks,
and bakers. (14) He will seize your choice fields,
vineyards, and olive groves, and give them to his
servants. (15) He will take a tenth of your fields and
vineyards and give it to his eunuchs and servants. (16)
He will take your male and female slaves, your fine
young men, and your donkeys, and put them to work for
him. (17) He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you will
become his slaves. (18) And you will cry out on that
day because of the king whom you yourselves have
chosen; but 'n will not answer you on that day.” (19)
But the people would not listen to Shmuelf. “No,” they
said. “We must have a king over us, (20)so we will be
like all the other nations: Let our king judge us and go
out at our head and fight our battles.”
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Sefer Melakhim: The Second Greatest King of Israel
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I Kings 10:26-11:7

(26) Shlomo assembled chariots and horses. He had
1,400 chariots and 12,000 horses, which he stationed
in the chariot towns and with the king in Jerusalem.
(27) The king made silver in Jerusalem like stones,
and cedars as plentiful as sycamores in the Shefelah.
(28) Shlomo’s horses were procured from Egypt at a
fixed price. The king’s dealers would buy from them at
a fixed price. (29) A chariot came up out from Egypt for
600 shekels of silver, and a horse 150; these in turn were
exported by them to all the kings of the Hittites and the
kings of the Arameans.

(1) King Shlomo loved many foreign women in addition
to Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite,
Phoenician, and Hittite women, (2) from the nations of
which 'n had said to the Israelites, “None of you shall
join them and none of them shall join you, lest they turn
your heart away to follow their gods.” Such Shlomo
clung to and loved. (3) He had seven hundred royal
wives and three hundred concubines; and his wives
turned his heart away. (4) In his old age, his wives
swayed Shlomo’s heart after other gods, and he was
not as wholeheartedly devoted to 'n his God as his
father David had been. (5) Shlomo followed Ashtoret
the goddess of the Phoenicians, and Milkom the
abomination of the Ammonites. (6) Shlomo did what
was wicked in the eyes of 'n and did not remain loyal to
'n like his father David.

(7) Then, Solomon built an altar for Kemosh the
abomination of Moav on the hill near Jerusalem, and
one for Molekh the abomination of the Ammonites.
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How Shlomo Read Tanakh
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Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 21b

And Rabbi Yitzhak says: Why were the reasons behind the Torah
not revealed?

Because the reasons for two verses were revealed, and the
greatest man in the world failed in them.

For itis written, “He shall not amass many wives for himself, [lest
his heart turn away]” (Deuteronomy 17:17). And Shlomo said: |
will amass many, but I will not turn away.

And, itis written: “In his old age, his wives swayed Shlomo’s heart
after other gods” (I Kings 11:4).

And itis also written: “But he shall not amass too many horses or
send people back to Egypt to add to his horses” (Deuteronomy
17:16), and Shlomo said: | will accumulate many, but | will not
return. And it is written: “A chariot came up out from Egypt for
600 shekels of silver” (I Kings 10:29).
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