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The Kedusha: A Deeper Understanding of the Holiest Jewish
Prayer
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and Your name is holy

And holy ones every day will praise
You, Selah.

Blessed are You, YHVH, the Holy God.
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Psalm 22:2-6

(2) My God, my God, why have You
abandoned me?! [You are] so far from
delivering me and from my anguished
roaring!

(3) My God, | cry by day—You answer
not; by night, and have no respite.

(4) But You are Holy, dwelling on the
praises of Israel.

(5) In You our ancestors trusted; they
trusted, and You rescued them.

(6) To You they cried out and they
escaped; in You they trusted and were
not embarrassed.
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Bereishit Rabbah 48:7, p. 482

R. Shmuel bar Hiyya, Rav Yudan [said]
in the name of R. Hanina: For each and
every praise that Israel praises the Holy
Blessed One, [God] causes the
Shekhinah to rest on them. What is the
proof? “But You are holy, dwelling on
the praises of Israel” (Ps. 22:4).
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Isaiah 57:15

For thus said the lofty and high One,
Who dwells forever and holy is His
name: “Lofty and holy do | dwell — but
with him who is crushed and lowly in
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly
and to revive the heart of those
crushed.”
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Vayikra Rabbah 7:2, p. 152

R. Alexandri said: A regular person, if
they use a broken vessel, it is a
degradation to them. But the Holy
Blessed One: all the vessels [God] uses
are broken. As it says: “YHVH is close to
the broken-hearted” (Ps. 34:19), and
“Who heals the broken-hearted” (Ps.
147:3), and “but with him who is
crushed and lowly in spirit, to revive
the spirit of the lowly and to revive the
heart of those crushed” (Isa. 57:15).
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Babylonian Talmud Sotah 5a (with
Rashi)

“But with (nx1) him who is crushed
and lowly in spirit” (Isa. 57:15)—

Rav Huna and Rav Hisda offered
differing interpretations of this verse.
One says that the verse means: the
crushed person comes up to Me.
And the other says that the verse
means: |, God, come down to them.*
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Midrash Tehillim 4:3, p. 22a

But even though God is high and lofty,
[God] is “with one who is crushed and
lowly in spirit” (Isa. 57:15). A person
comes to the synagogue and stands
and whispers their prayer, and the Holy
Blessed One hears them...
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! Rashi explains these positions as (1) “I lift him so that he dwells with Me.” and (2) ”I make My presence descend

to be with him.”
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Rokeah Commentary to Siddur, 1:324
Israel is called “kedoshim” and the
angels are called “kedoshim.”
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Israel is enjoined to be holy because YHWH is holy (19:2). This does not mean that

Israel can achieve or even imitate YHWH’s holiness. There is an unbridgeable gap

between them...holiness implies imitatio dei, namely, Israel should emulate God

by living a godly life. Observance of the divine commandments leads to God’s

attribute of holiness, but not to the same degree—not to God but to godliness.

Jacob Milgrom, Leviticus 17-22, pp. 1397-1398
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Holy ones
Every day

will praise You, Selah?

Those who dwell in Your house
Forever

will praise You, Selah

Eretz Yisrael Version

You are holy and Your name is holy

And to you holy ones say: Holy
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2 Although the meaning of the word selah is unclear in the Bible, in our prayers it likely means: “forever,” following
the understanding of R. Eliezer ben Ya’akov who compares it to nx1 and Tvi (B Eruvin 54a).
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Isaiah 5:11-16

(11) Ah,

Those who chase liquor

From early in the morning,

And till late in the evening

Are inflamed by wine!

(12) Who, at their banquets,

Have lyre and lute,

Timbrel, flute, and wine;

But who never give a thought

To the divine plan,

And take no note

Of GOD’s design.

(13) Assuredly,

My people will suffer exile

For not giving heed,

Its multitude victims of hunger

And its masses parched with thirst.

(14) Assuredly,

Sheol has opened wide its gullet

And parted its jaws in a measureless gape;
And down into it shall go,

That splendor and tumult,

That din and revelry.

(15) Humans are bowed low and man brought
down, and the eyes of the haughty are brought
down. (16) But YHVH Zevaot is exalted in justice,
and the holy God is hallowed in righteousness.
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Kedushah

Shabbat Shaharit

We will sanctify Your name in this world as they sanctify it in the
high heavens, as it is written by Your prophet: “And they call out
to one another, saying:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of
His glory.”

Then with the sound of a mighty roaring, powerful and great,
they make their voices heard, as they rise up towards the
Serafim, and facing them, exclaim “Blessed!”

“Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His place!”

From Your place, O our King, reveal Yourself and reign over us,
for we wait for You. When will You reign in Zion? Let it be soon,
and in our days; and dwell there forever. Then You will be
exalted and sanctified in the midst of Jerusalem, Your own city,
forever and to all eternity. May our eyes see Your kingdom, as
stated in Your glorious Psalms uttered by David, Your righteous
anointed:

“The Lord your God, O Zion, will reign forever, throughout all
generations, Halleluyah!”

Throughout all generations we will declare Your greatness, and
to all eternity we will proclaim Your holiness. Your praise, O our
God, shall never depart from our mouth, for You are a great and
holy God and King.

Blessed are You, Lord, the Holy God.
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Isaiah 6:1-13

!In the year that King Uzziah died, | beheld my Lord seated on a
high and lofty throne; and the skirts of His robe filled the
Temple. *Seraphs stood in attendance on Him. Each of them
had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he

covered his legs, and with two he would fly.
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3And one would call to the other, “Holy, holy, holy!
The LORD of Hosts! His presence fills all the earth!”

“The doorposts would shake at the sound of the one who called,
and the House kept filling with smoke. °I cried, “Woe is me; |
am lost!

For | am a man of unclean lips

And | live among a people

Of unclean lips;

Yet my own eyes have beheld

The King LORD of Hosts.”

®Then one of the seraphs flew over to me with a live coal, which
he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. ’He touched it
to my lips and declared,

“Now that this has touched your lips,

Your guilt shall depart

And your sin be purged away.”

8Then | heard the voice of my Lord saying, “Whom shall | send?
Who will go for us?” And | said, “Here am |; send me.” And He
said,

“Go, say to that people:

‘Hear, indeed, but do not understand;

See, indeed, but do not grasp.’

°Dyll that people’s mind,

Stop its ears,

And seal its eyes—

Lest, seeing with its eyes

And hearing with its ears,

It also grasp with its mind,

And repent and save itself.”

1| asked, “How long, my Lord?” And He replied:

“Till towns lie waste without inhabitants
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And houses without people,

And the ground lies waste and desolate—

2For the LORD will banish the population—

And deserted sites are many

In the midst of the land.

3Byt while a tenth part yet remains in it, it shall repent. It shall
be ravaged like the terebinth and the oak, of which stumps are

left even when they are felled: its stump shall be a holy seed.”

Ezekiel 3:10-15

°Then He said to me: “Mortal, listen with your ears and receive
into your mind all the words that | speak to you. *!Go to your
people, the exile community, and speak to them. Say to them:
Thus says the Lord GOD—whether they listen or not.” **Then a
spirit carried me away, and behind me | heard a great roaring
sound: “Blessed is the Presence of the LORD, in His place,”
Bwith the sound of the wings of the creatures beating against
one another, and the sound of the wheels beside them—a great
roaring sound. '*A spirit seized me and carried me away. | went
in bitterness, in the fury of my spirit, while the hand of the

LORD was strong upon me. “And | came to the exile community
that dwelt in Tel Abib by the Chebar Canal, and | remained
where they dwelt. And for seven days | sat there stunned among

them.
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Where is God’s Presence?

Shemot Rabbah 23:15

The heavenly beasts (hayyot) that carry the throne
do not perceive the Image (of God). When their
time comes to recite song (before God), they say:
Where is He? We don’t know if he is here or in
another place!

But wherever He is, “blessed is the glory of YHVH
from His place.”

But those who went up from the (Reed) Sea—each
and every one of them showed with their finger
and said: “This is my God and | shall glorify Him”
(Exodus 15:2).

Pirke De-Rebbe Eliezer 4

The heavenly beasts (hayyot) stand next to the
throne of glory, but don’t know the place of His
glory.

They respond to each other and say: Wherever His
glory is, “Blessed be the glory of YHVH from its
place”

But Israel, who is “one nation in the land” unite
the great name every day and say: “Hear O Israel,
YHVH is our God, YHVH is one.” And He responds
to His people and says: | am YHVH your God, who
saves you from all trouble.
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