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The Promise and Impossibility of Unity

Rabbi Avi Strausberg - strausberg@hadar.org

1. Rabbi Aharon Yaakov Greenberg, Itturei Torah on Mayana Shel Torah, 20th c.

"Why is 'that it was good' not written on the
second [day]? Because on it
separation/controversy (machloket) was
created. As itis said: 'And it was dividing
between water and water' (Genesis Rabbah
4). This is difficult, for on the third day there
was also a separation between light and
darkness, so why is 'that it was good' stated
there? Rather, between light and darkness,
which are two opposites in their essence, a
difference is necessary, and that difference is
desirable and good. For it is impossible for
light and darkness to serve together. This is
not the case with water and water, which are
a single essence, and if there is a separation
and distinction between them, itis not a
good sign.
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2. Beresheit Rabba 84:1

It’s taught: "Gather, gather his children,
and they will be saved from Esav."

The strength of coming together, this is
what saved Jacob when he returned to the
land of Israel with the tribes from the hands
of Esau and the officers. This verse refers to
the power of unity, both of Jacob and his
children. The strength of their unity saved
them when Jacob returned to the land of
Israel with the children of Israel, and Esav
and his leaders were forced to leave the
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land. But, Jacob and his children remained
in the land of Israel.

3. R. Noah Shalom Berezovsky, Netivot Shalom, Vayishlach

We learn from this that all the difficult
situations come only when they are alone.
But when they are united, they have the
strength to overcome anything. As it says in
the foundation of service (Sefer Avodah, Ch.
2, p. 12) on the verse (Psalms 133:1), "How
good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
together in unity," the explanation is that
when brothers are united, they are bound
together and loved as brothers. Then, all the
forces of evil will be divided. For a person
aloneis like a single candle, a small light
that can easily be extinguished, and the
forces of impurity can control him. But when
there is unity, when brothers dwell together
in love and harmony, then all the candles,
the "lamp of G-d is the soul of man"
(Proverbs 20:27), unite into one great light, a
flame that dispels all forces of evil. All the
forces of impurity will flee and be nullified,
as they belong to the world of separation.

This is the advice for a Jew, even in the most
difficult circumstances, whether spiritually,
when he feels completely disconnected from
G-d, or physically, when he is in distress. If
he unites and connects with other Jews, it is
like a great flame, from which all the forces
of evil are dispelled.
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4. R. Naftali Zvi Yehuda, Haamek Dvar, 19th c.

And we will make a name for ourselves -
people were set up to watch and be in
charge of the thing, and they were army
chiefs in charge of punishing those who
would cross, since if this is not the case there
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would be no need for the tower. And all that
was due to fear/suspicion.

Lest we be scattered over all the face of the
earth - However, we must understand why
they feared that someone might leave to
another land. And it is understood that this
was related to the uniformity that was
among them. And since the opinions of
people are not identical, they feared that
people might abandon this philosophy and
adopt another. Therefore they sought to

And one who veered from this uniformity
among them was judged with burning, just
as they did to our forefather Abraham. And
the "same words" can also be seen as the
fact that they would kill whoever did not
think like them.

ensure that no one would leave their society.
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5. Bavli Yevamot 14

And yet the question remains: According to
the one who said that Beit Shammai acted
in accordance with their opinion, we should
read here: “You shall not cut yourselves”
(Deuteronomy 14:1), which is interpreted to
mean: Do not become numerous factions.
Abaye said: When we say that the
prohibition: “You shall not cut yourselves”
applies, we are referring to a case where
two courts are located in one city, and
these rule in accordance with the
statement of Beit Shammai and those rule
in accordance with the statement of Beit
Hillel. However, with regard to two courts
located in two different cities, we have no
problem with it.

Rava said to him: But the dispute between
Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel is considered
like a case of two courts in one city, as
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these two schools of thought were found
everywhere, not in any specific place.
Rather, Rava said: When we say that the
prohibition: “You shall not cut yourselves”
applies, we are referring to a case where
there is a court in one city, a section of
which rules in accordance with the
statement of Beit Shammai and another
section rules in accordance with the
statement of Beit Hillel. However, with
regard to two courts located in one city, we
have no problem with it.
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6. Rebbe Nachman, Likutei Moharan 64

When God wanted to create the world, there
was no place in which to create it, since
there was nothing but Ein Sof (the Infinite
One). Therefore the Holy One contracted the
Light to the sides, and through this
contraction the Vacated Space was made.
Then, within this Vacated Space, all time and
space came into existence—this being the
creation of the world {as explained at the
beginning of Etz Chaim} .

This Vacated Space was necessary for the
creation of the world, since without the
Vacated Space there would have been no
place in which to create the world, as
explained above...

The same is true of the aspect of dispute.
If all the Torah scholars were one, there
would be no place for the world’s
creation. However, as a result of their
dispute and their separating from one
another, with each one withdrawing to a
different side, the aspect of the Vacated
Space is made between them. This is the
aspect of the contraction of the Light to
the sides, within which the world is
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created by means of the spoken word, as
explained above.

This is because whatever each one of
them says is only for the sake of creating
the world...
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7. Excerpt from “The Low Road,’ The Moon Is Always Female, Marge Piercy

Alone, you can fight,

you can refuse, you can

take what revenge you can

but they roll over you.

But two people fighting

back to back can cut through

a mob, a snake-dancing file

can break a cordon, an army

can meet an army.

Two people can keep each other
sane, can give support, conviction...
Three people are a delegation,

a committee, a wedge. With four
you can play bridge and start

an organization. With six

you can rent a whole house,

eat pie for dinner with no

seconds, and hold a fund raising party.
A dozen make a demonstration.

A hundred fill a hall.

A thousand have solidarity and your own newsletter;

ten thousand, power and your own paper;
a hundred thousand, your own media;
ten million, your own country.

It goes on one at a time,

it starts when you care

to act, it starts when you do

it again after they said no,

it starts when you say We

and know who you mean, and each

day you mean one more




