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. Make It True

1. Rebbe Nachman, Likutei Etzot, Truth and Faith, 45-45

Faith depends on a person’s mouth. We
must say we believe — say it out loud! As it is
written in the Psalms (89:1) “l will make
known Your faithfulness with my mouth.”
When a person has a crisis of faith, or even
passing doubts, it is very good if he says out
loud: “I believe.” Just expressing your faith
in words is itself one kind of faith. Through
doing this you can come to genuine faith,
because faith is dependent upon the mouth.

In the same way one should also be very
careful never to say anything which implies
even a slight lack of faith, let alone complete
disbelief. Even if you believe in your heart,
you should never express disbelief even as a
joke, or even if you are only quoting
someone else in order to ridicule them. It is
very wrong to do this and it is very damaging
to your faith.
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2. Rabbi Natan Zvi Finkel, Ohr HaTzafun

Because of this, the Great Assembly
established prayer in the language of the
present tense: “redeemer of Israel,” “gather
of God’s dispersed people Israel,” “builder of
Israel,” “the one who returns God’s present
to Zion,” and so forth, and not in the future
tense because in every time, in every
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situation and in every circumstance, it’s
upon us to see that God is acting in this
moment itself in redeeming Israel and in
gathering the disperse and so forth. And
anyone who doesn’t recognize this is lacking
in the foundations of faith.

Because of this the Sages say, “Anyone who
answers an orphaned amen without
knowing to which blessing they answer,
their children will be orphans; anyone who
recites an abbreviated amen, his days will be
abbreviated, truncated his days will be
truncated, meaning that one grasps to
answer amen before the blessing or isn’t
precise in enunciating amen, for this person
there is serious punishment, because the
blessings express the foundations of faith.
And this is the true meaning of the word
“amen,” and if he is not precise in his speech
or hesitates, this is a blemish in his faith, and
someone who is blemished in their faith, is
blemished in their life, and all of their days
will be shortened and cut off.
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[l. Not Yet Fully True

3. Talmud Bavli Pesahim 50a
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And YHWH will be king over all the earth. On
that day, YHWH will be one and his name will
be one. Is that to say that now he is not one?
Rabbi Aha bar Hanina said: The world to
come is not like this world. In this world,
over good news one says ‘blessed who is
good and does good’, and over bad news
one says ‘blessed is the truthful judge. In the
world to come - it will all be ‘who is good
and does good.
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4. R. Yitzhak Hutner, Pahad Yitshaq, Pesah
60
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20. ...in relation to the glory of God’s unity,
there are things that cannot yet be stated
with a full voice since they are not suited to
the environment in which they are heard.
Indeed, the heart convulses over the theme
of unity fixed by the sages in our prayers.
‘You are one and your name is one’ is the
liturgy for the Minhah prayer on Shabbat. Yet
we know that the prophets, prior to the
intervention of the men of the great
assembly, did not say ‘the mighty and the
awesome, for they knew that Holy Blessed
One is truthful and wouldn’t speak falsely of
him. Thus, as long as they felt that God’s
providential rule didn’t have these qualities
of might and awesomeness (with gentiles
carousing in the sanctuary, etc.), it was
impossible for them to speak of them. Given
this, one’s heart should falter in considering
how we could have fixed in our prayers
praise of God’s unity. We have explicitly
taught that God’s providential rule will only
have the quality of ‘You are one’ on ‘that
day, while ‘this day’ does not have such a
quality. Even the prophets prior to the men
of the great assembly knew that in the
future, in the end of days, these qualities of
might and awesomeness would come to
light; and yet, because in their setting they
felt ‘where is his might? where is his
awesomeness?’, speaking of such qualities
was deemed to be at odds with God’s
characteristic truthfulness. As such, faith in a
providence of unity on ‘that day’ cannot
suffice to permit fixing reference to God’s
unity in the prayer while we are stillin a
world guided by the providence of ‘this day.

21. Yet in truth, when it comes to the quality
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of unity, there was never a moment - even
among the prophets - for the question
‘where is his might?’ For the unity of the
people of Israel, evident in the order of
things on ‘this day’ is the source for the full
coming to light of God’s unity in the order of
things on ‘that day.’ And though with the
qualities of might and awesomeness we
needed the ingenuity of the members of the
great assembly to say that ‘these are
themselves his might, with the quality of
unity it is clear that the unity of the people of
Israel which is fully apparent, is the
paradigm for the fullness of divine unity in
the future order of things of “that day.”

22. And here we arrive at the source for the
change in language in the liturgy of the
Shabbat Minhah prayer. The quality of God’s
unity and the unity of God’s name is
expressed in a simple statement, while the
praise of Israel’s unity is expressed through a
rhetorical question. ‘Who is like your nation
Israel?’ But this is precisely the point. Since
the permissibility of saying ‘You are one and
your name is one’ is rooted in the unity of
the people of Israel that is apparent in ‘this
day, therefore the praise of this unity comes
by why of rhetorical question, which points
to something present and palpable rather
than futural and hidden. For it is only
because the praise of the unity of Israel is a
present and palpable thing that it becomes
possible to fix in prayer a praise to the unity
of God’s name, whose coming to lightis a
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futural and hidden thing. Avm
IV. To Make Believe
5. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 46b AN MO YA3 TINdN




Mar Zutra visited the home of Rav Ashi. [Rav
Ashi] suffered a loss. [Mar Zutra] opened and
blessed: ‘Who is good and does good, god of
truth, the true judge, who judges with
righteousness, takes away with justice, and
is the ruler of his world to do in it as he wills,
as all his ways are just, that all is his and we
are his people and his servants, and in
everything we are obligated to thank him
and bless him, who repairs the breaches in
Israel, he will repair this breach in Israel for
life.
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6. Halakhot Gedolot 1 - Laws of Blessings,
9th c.
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We do not say ‘who takes away with justice’
because Rabbi Ami’s teaching that there is
no death without sin was definitively
contravened.
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7. Tosafot Berakhot 46b, s.v. Mar Zutra
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The author of the Halakhot Gedolot
explained that one should not say [who
takes away] ‘with justice, since we hold that
there is death without sin and suffering
without iniquity. Nevertheless, we shouldn’t
erase the line for this reason alone.
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8. Avraham Halfi, “A person hangs his
yesterday”
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A person hangs his yesterday
on a peg set

in the heart of the wind.
Onward.

Onward.
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Delights of as if-
if-
if only

Look, they all bowed, fell
at the feet of no-legs-has-he

whose rage and roar fill the world.

And | too fall and rise,
fall and rise,
fall

and believe with a full faith.
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