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Kisses of His Mouth:

The Possibility of Intimacy with G-d and the
Commandments

Rabbi Nadav Berger - berger@hadar.org

Summer Learning Retreat 2022

Song of Songs 1:2 (JPS)
Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth -
for thy love is better than wine.
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Shir HaShirim Rabba 1:2 (Sefaria)

“let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth,”
Rabbi Yohanan said: An angel would take the
utterance from before the Holy One blessed
be He, each and every utterance, and
circulate them before each and every Israelite
and say to him: ‘Do you accept this utterance
upon yourself? There are such and such laws
in it, there are such and such punishments in
it, there are such and such decrees in it, and
so many commandments, and so many a
fortiori inferences, there are such and such
rewards in it The Israelite would say to him:
‘Yes.” [The angel] would then say to him: ‘Do
you accept the divinity of the Holy One
blessed be He?’ And he would say to him:
‘Yes, yes.” Immediately he would kiss him on
his mouth; that is what is written: “You have
been shown in order to know [that the Lord,
He is God]” (Deuteronomy 4:35), by means of
an agent.
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The Rabbis say: The utterance itself would
circulate before each and every Israelite, and
say to him: ‘Do you accept me upon yourself?
There are such and such commandments in
me, there are such and such laws in me, there
are such and such punishments in me, there
are such and such decrees in me, there are
such and such commandments in me, and
there are such and such a fortiori inferences
in me, there are such and such rewards in
me. He would say to it: ‘Yes, yes.
Immediately, the utterance would kiss him on
his mouth, [and it would appear] as a scholar
and teach him Torah. That is what is written:
“Lest you forget the matters that your eyes
saw” (Deuteronomy 4:9). Matters [devarim]
that your eyes saw; how the utterance [dibur]
would speak to you.
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Shir HaShirim Rabba 1:4 (Sefaria)

Rabbi Yudan in the name of Rabbi Yuda bar
Rabbi Simon, Rabbi Yehuda, and Rabbi
Nehemya. Rabbi Yehuda says: At the moment
that Israel heard: “I am the Lord your God”
(Exodus 20:2), Torah study was affixed in their
heart and they would study and would not
forget. They came to Moses and said: ‘Moses
our master, you become an intermediary
between us, as it is stated: "You speak to us
and we will hear” (Exodus 20:16), “Now, why
shall we die? (Deuteronomy 5:22). What
benefit would there be in our demise?’ They
reverted to studying and forgetting. They
said: ‘Just as Moses is flesh and blood and
transient, so, too, his teaching is transient’
Immediately, they returned and came to
Moses and said to him: ‘Moses our master, if
only He would appear to us a second time. If
only “let him kiss me with the kisses of his
mouth.” If only Torah study will be affixed in
our heart as it was.” He said to them: ‘This will
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not [happen] now, but [it will

occur] in the future, as it is written: “I will
place My Torah within them and on their
heart | will write it”’ (Jeremiah 31:32).

Rabbi Nehemya said: At the moment that
Israel heard: “You shall not have [other gods
before Me]” (Exodus 20:3), the evil inclination
was uprooted from their heart. They came to
Moses and said: ‘Moses our master, you
become an intermediary between us, as it is
stated: "You speak to us and we will hear”
(Exodus 20:16). “Now, why shall we die?
(Deuteronomy 5:22). What benefit would
there be in our demise?” Immediately, the evil
inclination returned to its place. They
returned and came to Moses and said to him:
‘Moses our master, if only He would appear to
us a second time. If only “let him kiss me with
the kisses of his mouth.”” He said to them:
‘This will not [happen] now, but it [will occur]
in the future, as it is written: “I will remove
the stone heart from your flesh™ (Ezekiel

36:26).
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