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1. Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 3:8
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This is the rule: Anyone not obligated in
something cannot fulfill the obligations of
others.

2. Mishnah Megillah 4:6
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A minor reads from the Torah and translates,
but he may not lead the responsive Shema
nor pass in front of the ark nor offer the
priestly blessing.

3. Tosefta Megillah 3:11-12
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All go up for the quorum of seven, even a
woman, even a minor. Awoman is not
brought to read to the public.

4. Talmud Bavli Megillah 23a
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Our rabbis taught: All may count towards the
quorum of seven, even a minor, even a
woman. But the sages said, Awoman
should not read from the Torah because of
the honor of the community.
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5. Tosafot R. Yehudah Sirleon, Berakhot 47b
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...And the reason that a minor and a slave
and a woman may go up for the seven, [even
though] they are exempt from the study of
Torah, is because the Torah scroll is for
hearing. And their blessing is not in vain,
because they do not say "who has sanctified
and commanded us regarding Torah," but
rather "who has chosen us...and who has
given us."

6. Ran, Megillah 23a (13a in the pagination of the Rif)
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All count towards the quorum of seven, even
awoman, even a minor. This means: They
come up to complete, but they may not all
be minors or women; since they are not
obligated people, they cannot entirely fulfill
the obligations of others.

7. Ran, Megillah 24a (15a in the Rif)
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A minor reads from the Torah. To complete
the quorum of seven, but they cannot all be
minors, nor even the majority, as | have
written above, rather they can join to help
make the quorum of seven.
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8. Responsa Maharam of Rothenberg, 4:108
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And in a town whose residents are all
kohanim and there is not even one yisrael, it
seems to me that a kohein should read twice
and then women should read, for all
complete the quorum of seven-even a slave
or a female slave or a minor. And R. Simhah
explained that this refers not only to the
quorum of seven but also to the quorum of
three, for the Mishnah states simply: A minor
may read from the Torah." And granted that
the Talmud concludes about it that the
sages said that a woman should not read
because of the honor of the congregation,
[but] in a case where there is no alternative,
the honor of the congregation is overridden
by the embarrassment of the called
kohanim, so that people will not say they are
the children of divorcées.
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9. Rav Ovadiah Yosef, Responsa Yehaveh Da’at 5:25

IMyn? 1RnY (2 n'o) 7"1in n"iva nxl...
,NT

75 X NP7 |07 YNNG 21979 D 'RY N7VnI
...0NAIN *T* 112¥N DX X'XINT NYI9N

N7W XM Y awan w'ann 1Ianow nn oY
.NYI9N 7D NRN V7 NN

nn 7y DN7 v 7707 2w nmipna nipm 7oni
...DMoY

NN X7 "N 2NDW Nn 197 17'98Y nnXal
,NYIY |'IN7 D'7UNT KX |77

,010pP D7D I'N'W X7 AN

,01077 D'D>2NI D'RIIPN D7IVD WD INT

D'>12n DNILD™MIY NYaY? XIpY TN VP 72X
,NINXYTI N197 NINn NIdMA

...NT2A WIN? |'RY MI7 v
[O7 NN 'R N7NN27W RN DD VI
.N71D NYIDN NIRNP NN XIPD [TA NG

YTI'N WK X¥YN1 K7W PNTN NYWA DIpn '7onl
,NTI KjNn Myv DY NN RNPY

...DM'MNN 070190 7V IN0Y7 071!

...And see the responsa of R. David Luria
who discussed this point at length and
concluded that there is absolutely no
objection to having a minor read the entire
Torah portion and thereby fulfill the
community’s obligation...According to
Rivash and Rashbatz it indeed seems that
they would not have permitted a minor
reading the entire portion. Nonetheless, in a
place where they have the practice to be
lenient, they have authorities on which to
rely...Indeed, even according to what the
Ran wrote that a minor is permitted only to
complete the seven, but not that all the
readers can be minors, that is in a case
where all the readers and the blessers are
minors, but an underage hazzan who reads
for seven aliyah-takers, and they recite the
blessings for the Torah before and after, one
could say that there is no problem in this...
And with regard to a practical ruling, it
seems that ideally one should not permit a
minor to be the hazzan reading the entire
Torah portion. However, in pressing
circumstances—such as when there is no
man who knows how to read with the proper
cantillation—one can rely on the lenient
authorities...
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10. Talmud Bavli Gittin 60a
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Rabbah and Rav Yosef both say, “We do not
read from scrolls containing only one book
of the Torah [Heb.: humashin] in the
synagogue because of kevod hatzibur.

11. Talmud Bavli Yoma 70a

.19 7V XIP D'TIPON wnin 7w Niwyal

- I 21721 7'nnx

NYY 11 NN VYIN' 20T N2 KN QY NN
,012'¥] NN 190 Y7713 'R 197

1Ay TR 190

“And the paragraph about Yom Kippurin
Numbers [the high priest] reads from
memory.” Why? Let them roll it and read!
Rav Huna b. Rav Yehoshua says [in the name
of] Rav Sheset, “Because we do not roll a
Torah scroll in the congregation, because of
kevod hatzibur.

12. Talmud Bavli Megillah 24b
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Ulla b. Rav asked Abbaye: “May a minor
dressed in rags read from the Torah?” He
said to him, “Would you ask regarding a
naked [minor]? Why not a naked [minor]?
Because of kevod hatzibur. Here also,
because of kevod hatzibur.

13. Talmud Bavli Sotah 39b
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And R. Tanhum says R. Yehoshua b. Levi
says, “The communal agent is not permitted
to strip the ark in public, because of kevod
hatzibur.
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14.R. David b. R. Shmuel Kokhavi, Sefer Habatim, Beit Tefillah, Sha’arei Keriyat

HaTorah 2:6
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There is among the great ones one who
wrote that when people pray with ten in
their homes, a woman may read from the
Torah there, for it is not called a
“community” unless they are prayingin a
synagogue.

15. R. Yaakov Emden, Migdal Oz, Hilkhot Yoledet, 2.12¢
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It seems that when ten pray and read Torah
in a small group in the house of the new
mother, and her husband is not there, one
may restore the basic principle that a
woman may go up and read Torah in such a
case. Even though the Sages said that she
should not read in the community because
of honor, they said that only with reference
to a large congregation, and not to do so
regularly, but in this situation, which is an
irregular occurrence, and it is for her sake,
one can say that they did not decree. In any
event, they explicitly said that she goes up
among the seven, and if not for now, for
when were these words intended?
Certainly, nothing the Sages said should fall
to on the ground, that it should not have a
place. And in this sort of case, it is similar to
a post facto case. So inclines my opinion if
my colleagues will agree with me.
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16. R. Bentziyon Abba Shaul, Or Letziyyon, Responsa Il, Halakhot Pesukot, OH, p. 86
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We should take note of that which is written
in the Shulhan Arukh.. .“All may count for the
quorum of seven, even a woman or a minor
who knows to whom they bless, but the
Sages said that a woman should not read in
public because of the honor of the public.”
This requires further thought. Forif a
woman cannot go up because of the honor
of the community, what difference does it
make that she can count for the quorum of
seven, and what did R. Yosef Karo bother to
write this detail? Therefore, it seems that
there is practical relevance in a case where
there is no concern for the honor of the
public, such as in a place where all those
praying are members of a single family and
the woman is the head of household and all
the others praying are her children and
grandchildren. In that case, thereis no
diminishment of the honor of the
community by her going up to the Torah; in
this case she would be able to go up to the
Torah and count towards the quorum of
seven. But more investigation is required
before acting on this.
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17.R. Yosef Karo, Beit Yosef Orah Hayyim 53
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And so wrote the Rambam...And one whose
beard has not filled out, even though heis a
great sage should not be a prayer leader
because of the honor of the
community...And according to this, if the
community wishes to waive their honor, it
seems they have the power to do so. But
from the words of the Rosh...it seems that
even if the community waives their honor,
one should not appoint such a person as
leader...

18. Beit Yosef Orah Hayyim 143
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And so wrote Rabbeinu Yeruham, that it is
forbidden to read in public from our books,
which are not made like a Torah scroll, and
the reason of “the honor of the community”
is not applicable here, such that the
community could waive their honor.
However, it appears from what his words
that with respect to humashim that are
written like a Torah scroll, if the community
waived their honor, they could read from it.
And so wrote the Mordechai...
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19. R. Yoel Sirkes, Bayit Hadash (the “Bah

”), Orah Hayyim 53
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In my humble opinion, even according to the
Rambam and the Rashba the waiving of
honor is ineffective, because the meaning of
“because of the honor of the community” is
not that it is [an affront] to the honor of the
people, such that the waiving of communal
honor is effective;

rather, it means that it is not [appropriate
for] the honor of the community that they
should send before the Exalted One
someone who does not have glory of the
face to beseech on behalf of the
community...

Rather, the matter is simple: Since thus the
sages established, that they were concerned
for the honor of the community, the
community has no right of waiver.

And furthermore, were it true [that the
community could do so], all these decrees
that the Sages decreed on account of the
honor of the community, [such as] not
rolling a Torah scroll in front of the
community, and similarly “a woman should
not read in public because of the honor of
the community”...if you say that a
community is permitted to waive, their
decrees accomplish nothing, since every
community will waivel...

And furthermore, Israel will be made into
sects...
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20. R. Mendel Shapiro, “Qeri’at Ha-Torah by Women,’ pp. 36, 39

...the opinion of Bah (and his followers) is a corollary of their perception that women’s
participation in geri’at ha-Torah is disrespectful to God. Just as one would not send a
youngster, however talented and eloquent, to plead his case before the local lord, so the
community should not enlist women to fulfill its duty to provide a Torah reading...However,
as | have already pointed out, Bah’s opinion reflects a cultural attitude that is no longer
shared by mainstream Orthodoxy, and most Orthodox Jews would select a competent
woman professional or representative without giving the matter second thought...It is, to
say the least, ironic that many of those who would rely on Bah to exclude women from
qeri’at ha-Torah reject his position with respect to young, beardless ba’alei tefillah. ..

To be sure, the case of the town inhabited entirely by kohanim does not involve waiver
(mebhilah) of kevod ha-tsibbur but rather its being superseeded (dahui) by overriding
considerations. But both cases share the underlying percpetion of kevod ha-tsibbur as a
relative consideration, one applied with sensitivity and selectivity to the situation at hand
after balancing conflicting interests. Certainly, R. Yosef Karo’s position makes sense, that in
a town where there were only kohanim no one would conclude that kohanim were being
called after each other...because all of them...were disqualified...nonetheless, Maharam of
Rothenburg and the Mordecai held that the dignity of the community should be set aside in
order to avoid even a penumbral offense against the dignity and honor of the individual
kohanim. Should not the feelings and dignity of those women who wish to participate in
geri’at ha-Torah receive the same empathetic consideration?

21.R. Shai Wald, “Ma’amar ‘al Ha’ishah Bitfilat Hatzibur” (unpublished)
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