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1. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 7b-8a
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R.Yitzhak said to Rav Nahman, “Why did you
not come to the synagogue to pray?” He said
to him, “l couldn’t.” He said to him, “You
should have gathered ten and prayed.” He
said to him, “That would be annoying.”
“Then tell the congregational agent to come
and tell him when the congregation prays.”
He said to him, “Why so much?”

He said to him, “As R. Yohanan said in the
name of R. Shimon b. Yohai: ‘What is the
meaning of the verse I,my prayer to you,
Hashem, at a time of goodwill (Psalms
69:14)? When is a time of goodwill? When
the community is praying.”

R. Aha b. R. Hanina derives it from here:

See, God is great and is not contemptuous...”
(Job 36:5), and it is written: [God] redeems
my life in peace from the battle against me,
as though there were many with me (Psalms
55:19).

So was it also taught [in a baraita]: R. Natan
said, “From where do we learn that the
Blessed Holy One never despises the prayers
of the many? As itis said, See, God is great
and is not contemptuous...
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Reish Lakish said, “Anyone who has a
synagogue in their city and does not go in to
pray is called a bad neighbor...And not only
that, but they cause exile for themself and
their children...

And Abaye said, “Originally, | would study in
the house and pray in the synagogue. When |
heard that which R. Hiyya b. Ami said in the
name of Ulla - ‘From the time the Temple
was destroyed, the Blessed Holy One has
only the four cubits of Halakhah’ - | would
pray only where | studied.

R. Ami and R. Asi, even though there were
thirteen synagogues in Tiberias, would pray
only between the columns where they
studied.

2. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 47b
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It happened that R. Eliezer entered the
synagogue and did not find ten, so he freed
his slave and rendered him the completion
of the ten...

How could he act thus? Did not Rav Yehudah
say, “Anyone who frees his slave
transgresses a positive commandment, as it

For a mitzvah it is different.

[But] it is a mitzvah that is performed
through a transgression!

A mitzvah derabbim is different.

And R. Yehoshua ben Levi said, “A person
should always get up and go early to the
synagogue in order to merit and be counted
with the first ten”...

3. Talmud Bavli Pesahim 46a
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R. Abbahu said that R. Shimon b. Lakish said,
“For kneading, and for prayer, and for
washing hands-four mil.
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4. Rabbeinu Hananel, ad loc
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... “And for prayer.” For example, if one
needs to pray, and they have in front of them
water to wash their hands...And so too, one
should not pray nor eat until they arrive to
water and will wash their hands.

5. Rashi, ad loc
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“And so, too, for prayer.” If a person is
traveling along the way and the time comes
to sleep and to pray, if there is a synagogue
ahead within a distance of four mil, then one
should go on and pray there and sleep there.

6. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Pray

er 8:1,3
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Communal prayer is always heard, and even
if there were sinners among them, the
Blessed Holiness does not reject the prayers
of the many. Therefore, a person should
connect themself to the community, and
should not pray alone, whenever they could
pray with a community. And a person should
always arrive early and stay late at the
synagogue, because only in synagogue is
prayer always heard. And anyone who has a
synagogue in their city and does not pray
there with the community is called a bad
neighbor.

A beit midrash is greater than a synagogue,
and great sages, even though they had in
their cities many synagogues, they would
pray only where they engaged in Torah.
And this is provided there was communal
prayer there.
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7. Maharil, Laws of Eruvei Hatzeirot
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Itis taught: “An eruv tehumin may be
prepared only to rely on it for a mitzvah,
such as to go to a house of mourning or to a
wedding celebration.”

[Maharil] said that he did not see in any
authority that it is permitted to make an eruv
tehumin to go to synagogue in order to pray
with ten, except for the Semak and the
Agudah.

Rav Ika said to him, “And should it be of less
status than a wedding?” He said to him, “To
pray with ten is not truly a mitzvah, because
one can direct one’s prayer in one’s house,
for we do not find that the sages required
one to pray with ten.

8. Responsa Tashbetz 1:90
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...Foritis a communal obligation to pray
with ten, but if there are more than ten, each
one can say, “Are there not ten without me?
And if so, | can refrain from coming to join
you at that time...”

9. Shulhan Arukh OH 90:9, 16
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A person should strive to pray in synagogue
with the community...

One who is traveling on the road and arrives
in a city and wants to sleep there: If in front
of them, within four mil, there is a place
where they are praying with ten, then one
must go there. And behind them, one must
go back up to a mil, so as to pray with ten.

Page 4 of 10

R3PS



10. Magein Avraham ad loc
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...Itisin the gemara...R. Eliezer freed his
slave to complete the ten...And the Rosh
wrote that an aseh derabbim is stronger, as it
is written, / will be sanctified amidst the
Jewish people, i.e. the positive
commandment of sanctifying the Name with
ten, in public-and even if it is a rabbinic
matter, such as hearing kedushah and
barekhu...Even so, it overrides the individual
positive commandment...

And in the chapter Eilu Megalehin, he wrote
that specifically in a case where one
empowered many, such as here, that it is
called an aseh derabbim...

11. Mishnah Berurah, ad loc
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50. “If in front of them.” Specifically on the
path that goes before them, such that they
will otherwise need to go there. But to the
side, the law is like behind them.

52....And one at home, their rule is like
traveling backwards. Therefore, one who
lives in a settlement within a mil of a place
where they pray with ten must go ever day in
the morning to pray with ten. However, not
at night, because in the evening they do not
need to travel at night for a minyan. And this
paragraph is an explicit rebuke to those
men/people who are in a city and are too
lazy to go to synagogue to pray minhah and
maariv.
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12. Arokh Hashulhan, ad loc
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And so too one who lives in a settlement
within a mil of place where they pray with
ten-they are obligated to pray with the
community every day, morning and night...
And certainly a person should not get up
early to go to travel from a city that has a
synagogue for an optional matter, even if
they go prior to morning.

And the fact that we are not careful about
this, it is because we travel for our
sustenance. And this is considered a
mitzvah-matter, because it is a mitzvah to
sustain one’s wife and offspring...

And the reason for this is that communal
prayer, even though it is [only a] rabbinic
[obligation], it is a great mitzvah. Forin
addition to communal prayer, thereis also in
it kedushah, and kaddish, and barekhu...
But [the intervening material about
leniencies for a scholar] is true only for a
scholar. But someone who is not a scholar, it
is better for them to pray in the synagogue.
1) Because of With many people [is the
sovereign’s glory]. 2) Because it is a place set
aside for prayer...

13. Rav Moshe Feinstein, Iggerot Moshe O

H 2.27
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If a rabbinic scholar is permitted to pray
alone, since they want to study late at night,
and it will be difficult for them to wake up to
pray with the community...

Behold, to pray with ten is an obligatory
commandment on a person, and not merely
adornment and mere increased quality. For
according to Rashi on Pesahim...one is
obligated to walk up to four mil when it is in
front of them, even though it would be
preferable for them to sleephere, and they
are also obligated to go backwardsup to a
mil. And so was ruled in the Shulhan Arukh
90:16.
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And from this it is understood that even
when one is home, one is obligated to go up
to a mil. And such is explicit in the Arokh
Hashulhan...and Mishnah Berurah.

And actually, it would make sense, when one
is at home, to obligate them even more than
a mil, because while traveling they were
lenient not to go backwards more than a mil,
because of the need to retrace one’s steps,
and also because itis an irregular
occurrence. But when one is at home, there
is no reason to be lenient...

But it is not known what the amount is,
because one cannot derive from four mil...
And therefore, perhaps since no amount was
mentioned for one sitting at home, one
should not be more stringent than a mil...
Nonetheless, since we see that one must
exert great effort, one must say thatitis an
obligatory mitzvah on a person to pray with
ten. And the fact that they did not obligate
one to exert even greater effort, is because
even with a biblical commandment, there
are limits/amounts...

And one cannot derive from the language of
“a person should strive to pray in synagogue
with the community” in paragraph 9 that it is
a mere improvement, because this language
is relevant to an obligation as well...

And even though in Bavli Berakhot 8 it says
that it is because in community prayer is
heard and received...it makes sense that
this is the very reason for the obligation!...
And actually, | do not see that there is a loss
of Torah in this case, because they could
arrange their studies in such away so as not
to lose communal prayer...
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14. R. Yaakov Reischer, Responsa Shevut Yaakov 3:54
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| was asked by a certain settlement
regarding a homeowner who had aroom in
his house, and he had given permission to
the community to enter into that room, men
and women separately, to pray. And now, a
great dispute had come about between

the homeowner and one of the men and his
wife who were accustomed to go to this
synagogue that they should no longer go to
the synagogue...

And | ruled that he could not forbid one of
the members of the community from joining
onto the Hashem’s portion. But regarding
his wife, who was always starting
arguments, he could forbid her that she
should not go to the synagogue at all,
because even though women are obligated
in prayer...nonetheless, since women are
not at all commanded to pray with ten, and
they do not count toward the minyan, nor
for kedushah in any way, as we say, “What
would a woman be doing in the Temple
Court?” (bKid 52b) and “A young woman
who prays [excessively] destroys the world”
(see Sotah 22), and the Magein Avraham has
already written...

Therefore it seems to me that he can prevent
her until they reconcile and forgive each
other, for women are likely to bicker and
fight a lot. So have | ruled...
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15. R. Eliyahu Ragoler, Yad Eliyahu, Pesakim 1:7
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Question: In a small community, when there
are only six or seven men who have not
prayed and three who have, one can only
fulfill the mitzvah of kaddish, barekhu and
kedushah, but praying in such a group does
not count as public prayer unless there are
actually ten...What | am unsure about is
what if there are three women in this house
praying, do the three women join with them
such that the prayer of the women is
considered part of the community?

It seems to me we can answer this from the
fact that it says...“Nine and a slave join [to
make a minyan],” and then it challenges this
point from the case of R. Eliezer, who

freed his slave, and then resolves by saying
that two [participants] were lacking, and so
he freed one and counted the other.

Now, if you claim that the prayer of women
is not a part of the public prayer, just as they
are not joined to the minyan for kaddish and
kedushah, then the Talmud should have
answered that R. Eliezer freed his slave in
order to have public prayer—given that a
woman and a slave have the same status
with respect to joining a minyan and in their
obligations in positive commandments...
rather it must be that the prayer of women
and slaves counts towards public prayer,
and R. Eliezer had no need to free his slave
for this purpose...
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16. R. Yaakov Ariel, Be’aholah shel Torah 2.27
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community...
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