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1. Mishnah Berakhot 3:3

[Al YyAW DX NIV D01 D'TAYI DY)
[ITAN N2I22I ATITNAI N79MA ANl '7'onn

Women, slaves and minors are exempt from
reciting the Shema and from tefillin, but are
obligated in tefillah, mezuzah and the grace
after meals.

2. Mishnah Kiddushin 1:7

O'YUll '"2"N D'YIR NNMA [NTNY nYY NIXN DI
nnNivs

D'WIX TNX NN AT K7W WY Nixn 2l
['2"N D'W1 TNNI

N7Y "2 NN NTRY |2 NWYN K7 NIXn ‘DI
...]'"2"N D'Y1 TNKRI D'WIR TAX NN AT

And in every positive commandment that is
time-bound, men are obligated and women
are exempt;

and in every positive commandment that is
not time-bound, both men and women are
obligated;

but in every negative commandment,
whether time-bound or non-time-bound,
both men and women are obligated...
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3. Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 34a

NIXNT 70PN ,NNNY ,n¥n NN 7RI X771
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,[2N 1I'T91,N121 M9 NN TN al,Ini
D'YII,XIN RN NTNY NWY NIXN IR?T
InNivo

N0 M M7 'R pnr N X

And is this a rule? What about matzah [on
the first night of Pesah], being happy [on
festivals], the gathering [every seven years to
read the Torah publicly], which are positive
time-bound commandments, and women
are obligated [in these]! And furthermore,
what about studying Torah, procreation, and
redeeming the [first-born] son, which are not
positive time-bound commandments, and
women are exempt! Said R. Yochanan: One
should not learn from rules...

4. Rambam, Commentary on the Mishnah, Kiddushin 1:7

[N D'TAYT 'R N'7%K XIN 770w Ny T 12DIL..
22NN 72V Mi7 nxn " N ni'on

[I'RY NI NIAYN D'YINY NYY NIXN 72X
7Y 0Mon1 RKIR 77 107 'R 90 D2 niarn
,0'7117n DT 0NN

NNNYI ,N09 7'7 n¥Nn N7OXYW NYT XN
M1,N7'an Xl ,a9n1 ,7npnt D TyIina
,01'N WITPI ,NAW NI ,NdNN

[NN NNX 721 NNNA NTNW NWY NIXN 19X D
.D'WIN? NI'nd 0'w17 narrn

...You already know that we have a principle
that one does not learn from rules, and the
term “all” truly means “most.”

But the specific details of women’s
obligation in positive commandments have
no general rule, rather they are passed on by
tradition.

Is it not the case that eating matzah on the
first night of Pesah, joy on the festivals, the
public reading of the Torah every seven
years, tefillah, reading of the megillah,
lighting Hanukkah candles, lighting Shabbat
candles, and reciting kiddush are all positive
time-bound commandments and for each of
them a woman’s obligation is the same as a
man’s obligation.

5. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 20b (ms. Oxford)

n7oMa "arni
NN'NT INN XV'YD

NNNKXI NN'YKR D'NXIE P22 Y 2'NDI NN

NN NTNY nWY NIXN N7 X'
NNIVS D'Y]I NN [NTNY nWY NIXN DI

7"np

“And are obligated in tefillah”:

That is obvious! What would you have
thought?

Since it is written Evening, morning and
afternoon | will speak and moan,

itis a positive time-bound commandment,
and women are exempt from positive
time-bound commandments.

It comes to teach us [otherwise].
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6. Rashi, ad loc

072 X71 — 1011 '"MNYT 0797 :]2'0NA DN
NN RNMINT IX? XDT ,R0'WO

We read it thus: “Prayer-because they are
for mercy/love.” But we it does not read
“That is simple!” because [prayer] is not
biblical.

7. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 20b (Vilna printing and ms. Oxford)

Vilna printing Ms. Oxford
n79ma arni n79ma Nl
- 1N MmN T
NU'WO
ND'MT 1NN NN'NT INN
,0MNXI 7721 20y N2 QNI 7RIN NNNRI NN'WR DNXEIPAEY 201 7'RIN
N7 NI

- 'NT XN NTRY NWY NIXND
17 ynunp

And they are obligated in tefillah
foritis [a request for] mercy.

What would you have thought?

Since it is written Evening and morning and
noontime,

itis like a positive time-bound
commandment.

It comes to teach us [otherwise].

NNIA [NTNW NWY NIXN
NNIVD D'YI NNOA ATNY YWY Ni¥n 2l
7"np

“And are obligated in tefillah”:

That is obvious!

What would you have thought?

Since it is written Evening, morning and
afternoon | will speak and moan,

itis a positive time-bound commandment,
and women are exempt from positive
time-bound commandments.

It comes to teach us [otherwise].

8. Rif, Berakhot 11b

[ATAY WY NIXN D7 DINT '7'ON1 ynw N1y
NN
NNIVD D'YI XN ATAY NWY NIXN 71

NYY NI¥XN N7 DINT [ITAN N2121 NTITAI 079N
NN TN X7W NWY NIXN 721 XN Nt K7W
NN 0'va

Recitation of Shema and tefillin are positive
time-bound commandments,

and women are exempt from all positive
time-bound commandments.

Tefillah, mezuzah, and grace after meals are
positive non-time-bound commandments,
and women are obligated in all positive
non-time-bound commandments.
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9. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prayer 1:1-2
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Itis a positive commandment to pray every
day, as it is written, You shall worship the
Lord your God. By tradition, they learned
that this worship is prayer, as it says. To
worship [God] with all of your heart.

The sages said: What is worship thatis in the
heart? This is prayer. The number of prayers
is not biblical, the form of prayer is not
biblical, and prayer has no biblically fixed
time.

Therefore, women and slaves are obligated
in prayer, because it is a positive
non-time-bound commandment. Rather, the
obligation of this commandment is thus: A
person should supplicate and pray every day
and relate the praise of the Blessed Holy
One, and afterwards ask for their needs as a
request and a supplication, and afterwards
give praise and thanks to God for the good
that has been bestowed upon them, each
person according to their ability.

10. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prayer 6:10

WX 721 079N DN D01 0D'TAVI 0'Y)
...N79NN |N AIUS YnNY NXRMPZN 1I0dY

Women, slaves and minors are obligated in
prayer and any man who is exempt from
Sh’ma is exempt from prayer...
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11. Benei Tziyon, ad loc

,MNYP NTA NI'...
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...|[R2 12ANDI TN

...And a further difficulty [with the position
of the Magein Avraham, see below] is that
the Rambam wrote in the sixth chapter [of
the laws of prayer] “women, slaves, and
minors are obligated in tefillah.” And clearly
he dealing there with all of the tefillot, and
not simply with the biblical prayer of once a
day in any form that one wants, but rather
with the standard prayer that is the topic of
that chapter;

and furthermore, a comparison is made to
minors who are obligated in all of the tefillot,
and it thus is seen clearly that also the
Rambam obligated women in all of the
tefillot, and it is not as was written by the
Magein Avraham and the Pri Meggadim.
And this comes out clearly from [the
Rambam’s] version of the the gemara:
“Tefillah—that is obvious! What would you
have thought? Since it is written:...[you
might have thought that] it is a positive
time-bound commandment, and all positive
time-bound commandments women are
exempt from, it comes to teach us
otherwise.”...And this is the whole point,
that even in [the fixed times for prayer]
women are obligated even though the
rabbinic obligation is dependent on time,
and the reasoning is that since the core of
the obligation for prayer from the Torah is
not dependent on time and women are
obligated in it, even the sages did not
exclude them from their obligation, even
though they fixed for it a time. And this is
why the Rambam wrote that “therefore
women and slaves are obligated in tefillah,
since it is a positive non-time-bound
commandment...”...and for this reason,
truly, he repeated it here...
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12. Rabbeinu Yonah, Berakhot 11b

[1'D N"9X yIAp AT N7 W' n79NNY 9"UNI
NIXND 171D DI'N 7D DR 779N'W 'RITY INNRY
N7 212" T XN AT |'RY

nin"n o'vil ']D'E)'?I
...0'"MNY X'NY 1910 '] 'R

Despite the fact that prayer has fixed times,
nonetheless, given that they said “Would
that a person would pray all day long,” it is
treated like a commandment that is not time
bound. Therefore, women are obligated in
it. Alternatively, [women may be obligated]
because it is a plea for mercy [and thus
incumbent on all].

13. Attacks of the Ramban on the Book of

Mitzvot, Positive Mitzvah #5

1Y INTIAY 10XV N'YUNNN DIXAD 21N 2AND
1A DDIR M IR DNTAWI

...N79MN IT ITAY71 90 1Y

.NT2 NNOO0N |'NI
... 2T N79N X71N2A2 0MONN NN N20Y

2N INRY (X"97) N'79N NID'7NA 11'KY NI
['M 'RY R7X DI' 722 07912 NINN N DX
NMINN M N79NN NIwn X721 NIoNn

NTY NM'WY '1IXN] IMMNNAN DT AND DI
N79NN NaIN 728 NINN N D1'R 179NN
.MINN N XN NNXY

..."21'V2 121 112'X N7 DAl

The master taught that the fifth
commandment is that we must worship
[God], as it is said, And you shall worship the
Lord your God...

And in the words of the Sifrei, Worship [God],
this is tefillah...

This pointis not agreed upon. The Sages
already clarified in [several places in] the
gemara that tefillah is only rabbinic...

We have already seen in the Laws of Tefillah,
he said that a person is biblically obligated
to pray every day, but that neither the
number of prayers nor the precise form of
the prayers is biblical. So too he wrote here
in the context of the tenth commandment,
where he said that prayer has no biblically
fixed time, but the obligation to pray is itself
biblical. This also seems incorrect to me...

14. Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 106:1

D'2"N Y"pn DMIVSY 9"YXRY ,0'TAVI D'l
NN T X7 v'n X' 190 ,n79n2

And women and slaves, who, even though
they are exempt from reciting the Shema,
are obligated in tefillah, because it is a
positive commandment lacking a fixed time.
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15. Magein Avraham, ad loc

—NWYY Nixn
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“A positive commandment” - So wrote the
Rambam, who thinks that tefillah is a
positive biblical commandment...But
biblically, it is sufficient to recite one prayer
a day, in any formulation that one wishes.
Therefore, most women have the practice of
not praying regularly, because immediately
after washing their hands in the morning
they say some request, and this is biblically
sufficient, and it is possible that the sages
did not extend their obligation any further.
But the Ramban thinks that tefillah is
rabbinic, and this is the opinion of most
decisors...

16. Mishnah Berurah, ad loc

—'DIy"n XY
...D"ann ny17 ™

...X"nn andi
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.0mnn
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Ny N79N 72X NN NNY Y7 71
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“Because it is a positive commandment” -
Thisis all according to the Rambam’s
opinion...

And the Magen Avraham wrote...

And even though [tefillah] is a positive
time-bound rabbinic commandment, and
women are exempt from all such
commandments, even at a rabbinic level,
such as sanctifying the moon, nonetheless
[the sages] obligated them in shaharit and
minhah just like men since tefillah is a
request for mercy.

And this is the core, for this is the opinion of
most authorities...Therefore, one should
warn women to pray the Amidah...

But all of this is with regard to shaharit and
minhah, but ma’ariv, since it is
optional-even though nowadays all the
Jews [sic] have already accepted it upon
themselves, nonetheless, the women did not
accept it upon themselves, and most of
them do not pray ma’ariv.

And musaf-the Tzelah wrote that they are
exempt, but the Magein Giborim ruled that
they are obligated-see there.
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17.Benei Tziyon, ad loc
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And it seems to me that the way to justify the
practice of those women who do not pray
with regularity, is that most women are
encumbered with dealing with the needs of
the house and the care of children and
preparation of their needs, which distracts
the heart and disorients proper intention,
and in such a state one should not pray, as
the Rambam wrote in Chapter Four: “If one
found one’s mind disoriented and one’s
heart distracted, it is forbidden to pray until
the mind gets settled”...And even though
nowadays we are not concerned with this,
since we do not have such intention in our
tefillah [anyway], regarding this distraction
of women [i.e. the raising of children] it is
different...But those women who find
themselves in a situation where they can
pray certainly need to pray all three prayers,
because on the basis of the law they are
obligated in all of the prayers according to
all authorities.
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