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1. Mishnah Berakhot 3:3

ומןשמעמקריאתפטוריןוקטניםועבדיםנשים
המזוןובברכתובמזוזהבתפלהוחייביןהתפילין

Women, slaves andminors are exempt from
reciting the Shema and from tefillin, but are
obligated in tefillah, mezuzah and the grace
after meals.

2. Mishnah Kiddushin 1:7

ונשיםחייביןאנשיםגרמהשהזמןעשהמצותוכל
פטורות

אנשיםאחדגרמההזמןשלאעשהמצותוכל
חייביןנשיםואחד

שלאביןגרמהשהזמןביןתעשהלאמצותוכל
חייבין…נשיםואחדאנשיםאחדגרמההזמן

And in every positive commandment that is
time-bound, men are obligated and women
are exempt;
and in every positive commandment that is
not time-bound, both men and women are
obligated;
but in every negative commandment,
whether time-bound or non-time-bound,
both men and women are obligated…
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3. Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 34a

דמצותהקהל,שמחה,מצה,הריהוא?וכללא
חייבות!ונשיםגרמא,שהזמןעשה

הבן,ופדיוןורביה,פריהתורה,תלמודוהריותו,
ונשיםהוא,גרמאשהזמןעשהמצותדלאו

פטורות!

הכללותמןלמדיןאיןיוחנן:רביאמר

And is this a rule? What about matzah [on
the first night of Pesah], being happy [on
festivals], the gathering [every seven years to
read the Torah publicly], which are positive
time-bound commandments, and women
are obligated [in these]! And furthermore,
what about studying Torah, procreation, and
redeeming the [first-born] son, which are not
positive time-bound commandments, and
women are exempt! Said R. Yochanan: One
should not learn from rules…

4. Rambam, Commentary on the Mishnah, Kiddushin 1:7

מןלמדיםאיןאצלינוהואשכללידעת…וכבר
הרוב,עללומררוצה"כל",ואָמְרוֹהכללות,

שאינןומהחייבותשהנשיםעשהמצותאבל
עלנמסריםאלאכלללהןאיןהקפןבכלחייבות

מקובלים,דבריםוהםפה

ושמחהפסח,לילמצהשאכילתידעתהלא
ונרמגילה,ומקרא,ותפלהוהקהל,במועדים,

היום,וקדוששבת,ונרחנוכה,

מהןאחתוכלגרמהשהזמןעשהמצותאלוכל
לאנשים.כחיובהלנשיםחיובה

…You already know that we have a principle
that one does not learn from rules, and the
term “all” truly means “most.”
But the specific details of women’s
obligation in positive commandments have
no general rule, rather they are passed on by
tradition.
Is it not the case that eating matzah on the
first night of Pesah, joy on the festivals, the
public reading of the Torah every seven
years, tefillah, reading of the megillah,
lighting Hanukkah candles, lighting Shabbat
candles, and reciting kiddush are all positive
time-bound commandments and for each of
them a woman’s obligation is the same as a
man’s obligation.

5. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 20b (ms. Oxford)

בתפלהוחייבין
דתימאמהופשיטא

ואהמהאשיחהוצהריםובקרערבוכתיבהואיל

גרמהשהזמןעשהמצותלההיוא
פטורותנשיםגרמהשהזמןעשהמצותוכל

קמ"ל

“And are obligated in tefillah”:
That is obvious! What would you have
thought?
Since it is written Evening, morning and
afternoon I will speak and moan,
it is a positive time-bound commandment,
and women are exempt from positive
time-bound commandments.
It comes to teach us [otherwise].
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6. Rashi, ad loc

גרסולא—נינהודרחמיתפלהגרסינן:הכי
היא.דאורייתאלאודהאפשיטא,

We read it thus: “Prayer–because they are
for mercy/love.” But we it does not read
“That is simple!” because [prayer] is not
biblical.

7. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 20b (Vilna printing andms. Oxford)

Vilna printing Ms. Oxford

בתפלהוחייבין
-נינהו.דרחמי

דתימא:מהו
וצהרים,ובקרערבבהוכתיבהואיל

-דמיגרמאשהזמןעשהכמצות

לן.קמשמע

And they are obligated in tefillah
for it is [a request for] mercy.

What would you have thought?
Since it is written Evening and morning and
noontime,
it is like a positive time-bound
commandment.

It comes to teach us [otherwise].

בתפלהוחייבין

פשיטא
דתימאמהו

ואהמהאשיחהוצהריםובקרערבוכתיבהואיל
לההיוא
גרמהשהזמןעשהמצות
פטורותנשיםגרמהשהזמןעשהמצותוכל

קמ"ל

“And are obligated in tefillah”:

That is obvious!
What would you have thought?
Since it is written Evening, morning and
afternoon I will speak and moan,
it is a positive time-bound commandment,
and women are exempt from positive
time-bound commandments.
It comes to teach us [otherwise].

8. Rif, Berakhot 11b

שהזמןעשהמצותליהדהוהותפיליןשמעקרית
גרמא

פטורותנשיםגרמאשהזמןעשהמצותוכל

עשהמצותליהדהוההמזוןוברכתומזוזהתפלה
גרמאהזמןשלאעשהמצותוכלגרמאהזמןשלא
חייבותנשים

Recitation of Shema and tefillin are positive
time-bound commandments,
and women are exempt from all positive
time-bound commandments.
Tefillah, mezuzah, and grace after meals are
positive non-time-bound commandments,
and women are obligated in all positive
non-time-bound commandments.
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9. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prayer 1:1-2

אתועבדתםשנאמריוםבכללהתפללעשהמצות
אלהיכם,ה'

שנאמרתפלההיאזושעבודהלמדוהשמועהמפי
לבבכםבכלולעבדו

תפלה,זושבלבעבודההיאזואיחכמיםאמרו
התפלהמשנהואיןהתורה,מןהתפלותמניןואין

מןקבועזמןלתפלהואיןהתורה,מןהזאת
התורה.

שהיאלפיבתפלהחייביןועבדיםנשיםולפיכך
גרמאהזמןשלאעשהמצות
הואכךזומצוהחיובאלא

יוםבכלומתפללמתחנןאדםשיהא
הואברוךהקדוששלשבחוומגיד
בבקשהלהםצריךשהואצרכיושואלכךואחר

ובתחנה
הטובהעללה'והודיהשבחנותןכךואחר

כחו.לפיאחדכללושהשפיע

It is a positive commandment to pray every
day, as it is written, You shall worship the
Lord your God. By tradition, they learned
that this worship is prayer, as it says. To
worship [God] with all of your heart.
The sages said: What is worship that is in the
heart? This is prayer. The number of prayers
is not biblical, the form of prayer is not
biblical, and prayer has no biblically fixed
time.
Therefore, women and slaves are obligated
in prayer, because it is a positive
non-time-bound commandment. Rather, the
obligation of this commandment is thus: A
person should supplicate and pray every day
and relate the praise of the Blessed Holy
One, and afterwards ask for their needs as a
request and a supplication, and afterwards
give praise and thanks to God for the good
that has been bestowed upon them, each
person according to their ability.

10.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Prayer 6:10

אישוכלבתפלהחייביםוקטניםועבדיםנשים
התפלה...מןפטורשמעמקריאתשפטור

Women, slaves andminors are obligated in
prayer and any man who is exempt from
Sh’ma is exempt from prayer…
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11.Benei Tziyon, ad loc

קשה,מזה...ויותר

וקטניםועבדיםנשיםפ"ובסוףכתבדהרמב"ם
בתפילה.חייבים

ביוםעל...פ"ארקולאהתפילות,בכלמייריובודאי
שהוא,נוסחבאיזה

הפרק,בכלמייריתפילהבסתםאלא

והריהתפילות,בכלשחייביןדקטניםדומיאועוד
בכלנשיםמחייבהרמב"םשגםברורנראה

והפ"ם.המ"אכמ"שודלאהתפילות

"תפילהבגמרא,גרסתולפיבאמתעולהוזה
וכלשהז"גמ"עוכתיב...הו"להואילמ"דפשיטא

קמ"ל."...פטורותנש'שהז"גמ"ע

אע"פחייבותנשיםבהןשאףהחידושכלוזהו
בזמן,תלוידרבנןשהחיוב

מדאורייתאהתפלהחיובשעיקרדכיוןהואוהטעם
לאחכמיםאףבוחייבותונשיםבזמןתלויאינו

זמן,לושקבעואע"פשלהםמהחיובאותןהוציאו

בתפלהחייביןנשו"עולפיכךהרמב"םשכתבוזהו
באמתכךהזמ"ג…ולשםשלאמ"עשהיאלפי
כאן...וכתבוחזר

…And a further difficulty [with the position
of the Magein Avraham, see below] is that
the Rambamwrote in the sixth chapter [of
the laws of prayer] “women, slaves, and
minors are obligated in tefillah.” And clearly
he dealing there with all of the tefillot, and
not simply with the biblical prayer of once a
day in any form that one wants, but rather
with the standard prayer that is the topic of
that chapter;
and furthermore, a comparison is made to
minors who are obligated in all of the tefillot,
and it thus is seen clearly that also the
Rambam obligated women in all of the
tefillot, and it is not as was written by the
Magein Avraham and the Pri Meggadim.
And this comes out clearly from [the
Rambam’s] version of the the gemara:
“Tefillah—that is obvious! What would you
have thought? Since it is written:…[you
might have thought that] it is a positive
time-bound commandment, and all positive
time-bound commandments women are
exempt from, it comes to teach us
otherwise.”…And this is the whole point,
that even in [the fixed times for prayer]
women are obligated even though the
rabbinic obligation is dependent on time,
and the reasoning is that since the core of
the obligation for prayer from the Torah is
not dependent on time and women are
obligated in it, even the sages did not
exclude them from their obligation, even
though they fixed for it a time. And this is
why the Rambamwrote that “therefore
women and slaves are obligated in tefillah,
since it is a positive non-time-bound
commandment…”...and for this reason,
truly, he repeated it here…
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12.Rabbeinu Yonah, Berakhot 11b

כיוןאפ"הקבועזמןלהיששהתפלהואע"פ
כמצוהכולוהיוםכלאדםשיתפללהלואישאמרו

להדיינינןגרמאהזמןשאין

חייבותנשיםולפיכך
רחמים...שהיאמפנינמיאי

Despite the fact that prayer has fixed times,
nonetheless, given that they said “Would
that a person would pray all day long,” it is
treated like a commandment that is not time
bound. Therefore, women are obligated in
it. Alternatively, [womenmay be obligated]
because it is a plea for mercy [and thus
incumbent on all].

13.Attacks of the Ramban on the Book of Mitzvot, Positive Mitzvah #5

שנ'בעבודתושנצטוינוהחמשיתהמצוההרבכתב
וגו'...אלהיכםי"יאתועבדתם

תפלה…זוולעבדוספריולשון

בזה.הסכמהואין
דרבנן…תפלהבגמראהחכמיםבארושכבר

שחייבשאמר)רפ"א(תפלהבהלכותראינווכבר
מניןשאיןאלאיוםבכלבתפלההתורהמןאדם

התורהמןהתפלהמשנהולאהתפלות

שזמניעשיריתבמצו'המאמרבזהכתבוכך
התפלהחובתאבלהתורהמןאינםהתפלה
התורה.מןהיאעצמה

בעיני…נכוןאיננוזהוגם

Themaster taught that the fifth
commandment is that wemust worship
[God], as it is said, And you shall worship the
Lord your God…
And in the words of the Sifrei,Worship [God],
this is tefillah…
This point is not agreed upon. The Sages
already clarified in [several places in] the
gemara that tefillah is only rabbinic…
We have already seen in the Laws of Tefillah,
he said that a person is biblically obligated
to pray every day, but that neither the
number of prayers nor the precise form of
the prayers is biblical. So too he wrote here
in the context of the tenth commandment,
where he said that prayer has no biblically
fixed time, but the obligation to pray is itself
biblical. This also seems incorrect to me…

14.Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 106:1

חייביםמק"ששפטוריםשאע"פועבדים,ונשים
גרמאהזמןשלאמ"עשהיאמפניבתפלה,

And women and slaves, who, even though
they are exempt from reciting the Shema,
are obligated in tefillah, because it is a
positive commandment lacking a fixed time.
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15.Magein Avraham, ad loc

עשה—מצות
עשהמצותדתפלהליהדסביראהרמב"ם,כתבכן

הוא…דאורייתא
נוסחובכלביוםא'בפעםדימדאורייתאאך

שירצה.
בתמידותמתפללותשאיןנשיםרובנהגוולכן

איזהלנטילהסמוךבבקרמידדאומריםמשום
בזה,דיומדאורייתאבקשה,

יותר.חייבוםלאחכמיםשגםואפשר

רובדעתוכןדרבנן,תפלהסוברוהרמב"ן
הפוסקים...

“A positive commandment” – So wrote the
Rambam, who thinks that tefillah is a
positive biblical commandment…But
biblically, it is sufficient to recite one prayer
a day, in any formulation that one wishes.
Therefore, most women have the practice of
not praying regularly, because immediately
after washing their hands in the morning
they say some request, and this is biblically
sufficient, and it is possible that the sages
did not extend their obligation any further.
But the Ramban thinks that tefillah is
rabbinic, and this is the opinion of most
decisors…

16.Mishnah Berurah, ad loc

וכו'—מ"עשהיא
הרמב"ם…לדעתכ"ז

המ"א…וכתב
והנשיםגרמאשהזמןמד"סמ"עשהואואע"פ

כגוןמד"סאפילוגרמאשהזמןמ"עמכלפטורות
שחריתבתפילתאותןחייבואעפ"כהלבנהקידוש
בקשתהיאותפלההואילאנשיםכמוומנחה

רחמים.

ישהפוסקים…ע"כרובדעתכןכיעיקרוכן
י"ח…שיתפללולנשיםלהזהיר

ערביתתפלתאבלומנחהשחריתלעניןוכ"ז
רשותשהוא
ישראלכלעליהםקבלוהוכברשעכשיואע"פ

איןורובןעליהםקבלולאהנשיםמ"מלחובה
ערבית.מתפללין

בספראבלדפטורותכתבבצל"חמוספיןותפלת
עי"ש:דחייבותפסקגבוריםמגן

“Because it is a positive commandment” –
This is all according to the Rambam’s
opinion…
And the Magen Avrahamwrote…
And even though [tefillah] is a positive
time-bound rabbinic commandment, and
women are exempt from all such
commandments, even at a rabbinic level,
such as sanctifying the moon, nonetheless
[the sages] obligated them in shaharit and
minhah just like men since tefillah is a
request for mercy.
And this is the core, for this is the opinion of
most authorities…Therefore, one should
warn women to pray the Amidah…
But all of this is with regard to shaharit and
minhah, butma’ariv, since it is
optional–even though nowadays all the
Jews [sic] have already accepted it upon
themselves, nonetheless, the women did not
accept it upon themselves, andmost of
them do not prayma’ariv.
Andmusaf–the Tzelah wrote that they are
exempt, but the Magein Giborim ruled that
they are obligated–see there.
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17.Benei Tziyon, ad loc

שאיןהנשיםרובעלזכותללמדנראהולי
בתמידותמתפללות

צרכיבכללהתעסקעליהןמוטלהנשיםדרוב
צרכיהם,והכנתילדיםובטיפולהבית

הכונה,ומבלבלהלבשמטריד
בפ"דהרמב"םשכתבכמולהתפללאיןזהובמצב

להתפלללואסורטרודולבומשובשתדעתומצא
דעתו…שתתישבעד

אנושאיןמפניבזהנזהרי'אנואיןשעכשיוואע"ג
שאני…הנשי'טרדותלגביבתפלה,כ"כמכונים

להתפללשיכולותבמצבשנמצאותהנשי'אלואבל

מדינאכיתפלות,הג'כללהתפללצריכותודאי
דכו"ע.אליבאהתפלהבכלחייבותנשים

And it seems to me that the way to justify the
practice of those women who do not pray
with regularity, is that most women are
encumbered with dealing with the needs of
the house and the care of children and
preparation of their needs, which distracts
the heart and disorients proper intention,
and in such a state one should not pray, as
the Rambamwrote in Chapter Four: “If one
found one’s mind disoriented and one’s
heart distracted, it is forbidden to pray until
the mind gets settled”…And even though
nowadays we are not concerned with this ,
since we do not have such intention in our
tefillah [anyway], regarding this distraction
of women [i.e. the raising of children] it is
different…But those women who find
themselves in a situation where they can
pray certainly need to pray all three prayers,
because on the basis of the law they are
obligated in all of the prayers according to
all authorities.
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