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Midrashic Moves: What Are the Limits?
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Rabbinic Yeshiva Intensive 5784/2024

Technique
Midrash Tanhuma, Tzav, 14:1 NIT'IX ,NNININ WA
“This is the Torah for the elevation offering, for the meal NXYNYI NNIAT7 N7V7 NMiRD NNT
offering, for the sin offering, for the guilt offering, the D'N7¢0 N2 D'RI7A7) DYNY)

ordination offering, and the sacrifice of well-being.”
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(Leviticus 7:37)
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Do not read it this way. Instead, read: “This is the X71 INORY X971 . ANIn9 K71 .79

Torah. No elevation offering, no meal offering, no sin .DMYWN NAT K91, DII7N K91 DU
offering, no guilt offering, no ordination offering, and
no sacrifice of well-being.” Just busy yourselves with
Torah, and | will consider it as if you had brought
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before me all these sacrifices.
Content
Babylonian Talmud, Hulin 91b INY |"71n 722 TN
Itis written “he took from the stones of the place,” (Gen. Nz‘1 (X':N> N'UXI) 2'ND
28:11) and then it is written, he “took the stone.” (Gen. 28:18) (N*:n2) 2TNdI DiPRD 1XN
[XD NN

Rabbi Yitzhak said: this teaches that all the stones rushed

together into one place, and each one was saying, “Let this Y21 TN DIFNY BN 1K 7
. . ”» I

righteous man rest his head on me!” And so, they were all 2IT¥ N Y NANIX TINRI K

merged together into one. TNNQ 1V72) 7101 KAN IWNRY T
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Bereshit Rabbah 58:3
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Rabbi Akiva was sitting and doresh-ing and the
audience began to doze off. He wanted to wake them
up, so he said, “How did Esther merit being ruler over
127 states? Let Esther, who was the descendant of
Sarah, who lived 127 years, come and rule over 127
states.”
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Tosefta Sotah Ch. 6:3
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai said, there are four matters
on which Rabbi Akiva was doresh and | prefer my
words to his.

Rabbi Akiva darash-ed: “Sarah saw the son of Hagar
the Egyptian, who had been born to Avraham,
“fooling around” (metzahek). (Genesis 21) The
“fooling around” spoken of here is none other than
idolatry! As it says (in Exodus 31), “And the people sat
down to eat and drink, and they got up to make merry
(letzahek).” This teaches that Our Mother Sarah saw
Yishmael building altars and trapping grasshoppers
and bringing them up and burning them as idolatrous
offerings.

Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Yossi HaGelili says: The
“fooling around” here is none other than sexual
perversion! As it says (in Genesis 39), “The Hebrew
slave came upon me to fool around with me (letzahek
bi).” This teaches that [Our Mother Sarah] saw
Yishmael capturing and raping women.
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Rabbi Yishmael says, The “fooling around” here is
none other than murder! As it says (in Il Samuel 2),
“Avner said to Yoav, ‘Let the young men come forward
and sport (visahaku) before us... they got up and were
counted off... And each one grabbed his opponent’s
head and plunged his dagger into his opponent’s side,
and they all fell together.”” This teaches that Our
Mother Sarah saw Yishmael take a bow and arrow and
shoot it at Yitzhak. As it says (in Proverbs 26), “Like a
madman shooting deadly arrows... so is one who
deceives [his fellow and says, | was only playing?
(mesahek)]”

And | say: “God forbid that there be, in the house of
this tzaddik, anyone doing such things! Is it possible
that he, the one about whom it is said (in Genesis 18),
“For | have come to know him, so that he may instruct
his children...”, would have idolatry, sexual perversion
and murder in his house?! Rather, the “fooling
around” here has to do with the matter of inheritance.
For when Our Father Yitzhak was born to Our Father
Avraham, everyone was happy and said, “A son has
been born to Avraham who will inherit the world and
take a double portion!” And Yishmael was fooling
around and saying, “Don’t be idiots! | am the eldest,
and so | take the double portion!” And you learn this
from [Sarah’s] response to the matter, as it says there,
“The son of that slave will not inherit with my son!” So
| prefer my words to the words of Rabbi Akiva.
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