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Daniel 7:2-7

2.7 X7

“In my vision at night, | saw the four winds of
heaven stirring up the great sea. Four mighty beasts
different from each other emerged from the sea.
The first was like a lion but had eagles’ wings. As |
looked on, its wings were plucked off, and it was
lifted off the ground and set on its feet like a person
and given the mind of a person. Then | saw a
second, different beast, which was like a bear but
raised on one side, and with three fangs in its
mouth among its teeth; it was told, ‘Arise, eat much
meat!’ After that, as | looked on, there was another
one, like a leopard, and it had on its back four wings
like those of a bird; the beast had four heads, and
dominion was given to it. After that, as | looked on
in the night vision, there was a fourth
beast—fearsome, dreadful, and very powerful, with
great iron teeth—that devoured and crushed, and
stamped the remains with its feet. It was different
from all the other beasts which had gone before it;
and it had ten horns."
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Bereishit Rabbah 2:4

T:2 N2 'YK

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish interpreted the second verse
of the Torah with the various exiles.

"And the Earth was chaos" - that is Babylonian exile, as
it says. "I have seen the earth and behold, it is chaos!"
(Jeremiah 4:23).

"and void" - that is the Persian exile, as it says, "they
scrambled to bring Haman [to the banquet]" (Esther
5:14).

"And darkness" - that is the Greek exile, for they
darkened the eyes of Israel with their decrees, and said
them: Write on the horns of your cattle that you
renounce the God of Israel!

"on the face of the deep."” - that is the exile of the Wicked
Kingdom, whose end is unfathomable, like the deep.

"and the spirit of God hovered" - that is the spirit of the
Messianic King.
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Ner Mitzvah, Ch. 1, (R Yehudah Loew, the “Maharal” of
Prague 1512-1609)
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And we may ask: These four kingdoms which Hashem
Yitbarah established in this world, there is no doubt this
state of affairs is no accident. Rather, it must be that it is
necessitated by the order by which Hashem Yitabarah
ordered the world. If so, why is it that there had to be
these four kingdoms?

The explanation is this: it is appropriate that there would
be hints of these four kingdoms at the beginning of
creation. For these four empires which have dominated
the world, only exist because it would have been
impossible for the world, which is a dependent created
entity of Hashem, to exist without a deficiency, and
therefore we find within it deficiencies! These
deficiencies are the four kingdoms, for they minimize the
glory of Hashem Yitbarah in the world...
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And the reason he saw these four kingdoms in the image
of a Person is that these four kingdoms are like the forces
within a person. The first is the bodily force [*1912 nD].
The second is the life-force [ 'w91 Nd]. This capacity, even
though it is very similar to the body of a person, is not
entirely within the body, as the bodily force is. The third
is the intellectual force [*70w n>], which is entirely
separate from the body, for all intellectual concepts are
separate.

Therefore, the life-force was given to the first kingdom,
because the first kingdom was the most important and
powerful of them all... And this corresponds to the
nefesh component in a person, which is the dominant
force.

[For the lion is the most important of the animals. As
they say (in Hagigah 13b): the lion is the king of the
beasts. And so it always seeks greater and greater
status.]

The second kingdom is the Kingdom of Persia, which is
like the bodily force in a person... The idea of the bodily
force is that is is always lacking, and always taking in
more. The second kingdom is like that. That is why
Daniel said about this kingdom, “Then | saw a second,
different beast, which was like a bear” (7:5).

As Rav Yosef taught (in Kiddushin 72a): These are the
Persians, who eat and drink like a bear, grow hair like a
bear and are always restless, like a bear.

The next kingdom Daniel saw in the figure of a leopard,
for this kingdom parallels the third component of a
person, which is the intellect. For this is the kingdom
that had wisdom and understanding...

That is why the third kingdom is compared to a leopard
with four wings (Daniel 7:6), because wisdom spreads
out to all sides, and has no boundary, but continually

NN "TANIY NN 'RTIA D
DN NN "TIPX D ,DTX 07X
,(TNXRN .DTXA DAY NIND T 1md

NdI .'w91 N ,"IWN ."1912 ND NIN
7w Q120 NIN 2 DA NIN D X DT
N2 ,19122 N> YyavIn 11'X ,0TX

XIN AN .NT 1197w NdN NINY
9120 0 A7 711 KN D
S7721 KDY 7DWN Y KINY IND

N 'w91 ND N7 Wt D19Y

[IWXRD NID7N D IURIN ND'MN
n7unnnl nI'wNN 17 NN
...Onm

'WOIN 77NN TA1D NIN INTI

YU nd XINY ,0TRAY

N> ,NI'N1 2IYNN KIN "X D]
NIN NI'N2 \'m (:a' NAaAN) NNRY
NI'YNN 71 Upan nfn K721
[[2Ta anern

XINI TN N7 2w N i
Q1an ND |2y 721...0TRA 1912 ND
72N XN Q0N 071Y7 RINYW DTN
7071 .01W NIdYNA DT T T'AN
,TINT) DT NID7NA 7Y INIT R
nMT NN NR arn N (N
Ty

["72IXW ,0"0ND 17X qOI' 21 1N
AT "7271001 21T NIV
NN DNY? |'R1EL,QT WY 7701

Al

INIT INIX DX IMNKRY NI
TA1D NIN NT N7 D 190 1N
NIN AN 770 D ,0TRAY 20 77N

2 NN AT NR'MNY Dwn
...MIANNI NNdNN

nN'wY N D nr P

N7 U'y 1Nl X'nY n'n 78 on'nn
nnonn D L(1,T 781T) 091D T
ANNY7 |FTTY 702 LWONN NIN
1,20 a0 R N

Page 3 of 4

L3P



1Ti]
HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

expands...

That is why this kingdom only opposed Israel except with
respect to the Torah, which is intellectual, and the divine
commandments.

Then Daniel saw a fourth beast, which was different from
all the others (7:7). And that, given what we have been
saying, is because it parallels the whole person, who is
made up of all these three forces: the bodily force, the
life force, and the intellectual force. These forces are not
really divided in a person, as if they had three selves...
but are actually joined together in a “unifying force,”
made up of all these three other forces combined
together...

That is why the fourth beast Daniel saw was different
from all the others. Because this beast had all three
forces combined in it.

The fourth kingdom, therefore, just seeks total
destruction. That is why Daniel said he saw a beast with
“iron teeth” (7:7), because iron can destroy and cut
through everything... and that is why they burned down
the House of our God, which was the ultimate form of
destruction.

The fourth kingdom thus creates a total void. But a total
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void brings about a new form of being, as we know. W
Therefore, this total void will eventually bring the
restoration of being to Israel.
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