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Daniel 7:2-7 ז:ב–זדניאל

“In my vision at night, I saw the four winds of
heaven stirring up the great sea. Four mighty beasts
different from each other emerged from the sea.
The first was like a lion but had eagles’ wings. As I
looked on, its wings were plucked off, and it was
lifted off the ground and set on its feet like a person
and given the mind of a person. Then I saw a
second, different beast, which was like a bear but
raised on one side, and with three fangs in its
mouth among its teeth; it was told, ‘Arise, eat much
meat!’ After that, as I looked on, there was another
one, like a leopard, and it had on its back four wings
like those of a bird; the beast had four heads, and
dominion was given to it. After that, as I looked on
in the night vision, there was a fourth
beast—fearsome, dreadful, and very powerful, with
great iron teeth—that devoured and crushed, and
stamped the remains with its feet. It was different
from all the other beasts which had gone before it;
and it had ten horns."

אַרְבַּעואֲַרוּעִם־לֵילְיאָבְּחֶזְויִהֲויֵתחָזֵה
חֵיוןָואְַרְבַּערַבָּא.לְימַָּאמְגִיחָןשְׁמַיּאָרוּחֵי

דָּא.מִןדָּאשָׁניְןָמִן־ימַָּאסָלְקָןרַבְרְבָן
חָזֵהלַהּדִּי־נשְַׁרוגְַפִּיןכְאַרְיהֵקַדְמָיתְָא

וּנטְִילַת]גַפַּהּ[)גפיה(דִּי־מְּרִיטוּעַדהֲויֵת
וּלְבַבהֳקִימַתכֶּאֱנשָׁועְַל־רַגְלַיןִמִן־אַרְעָא

תִניְנָהָאׇחֳרִיחֵיוהָואֲַרוּלַהּ.יהְִיבאֱנשָׁ
עִלְעִיןוּתְלָתהֳקִמַתולְִשְׂטַר־חַדלְדבֹדָּמְיהָ
לַהּאָמְרִיןוכְֵן]שִׁנּהַּ[)שניה(בֵּיןבְּפֻמַּהּ
אׇחֳרִיחֵיוהָואֲַרוּשַׂגִּיא.בְּשַׂראֲכֻלִיקוּמִי

וּתְלָתהֳקִמַתולְִשְׂטַר־חַדלְדבֹדָּמְיהָתִניְנָהָ
אָמְרִיןוכְֵן]שִׁנּהַּ[)שניה(בֵּיןבְּפֻמַּהּעִלְעִין

חָזֵהדְּנהָבָּאתַרשַׂגִּיא.בְּשַׂראֲכֻלִיקוּמִילַהּ
אַרְבַּעגַּפִּיןולְַהּכִּנמְַראׇחֳרִיואֲַרוּהֲויֵת

רֵאשִׁיןואְַרְבְּעָה)גביה(עַל־]גַּבַּהּ[דִּי־עוֹף
חָזֵהדְּנהָבָּאתַרלַהּ.יהְִיבושְׇׁלְטָןלְחֵיותְָא

)רביעיה(חֵיוהָואֲַרוּלֵילְיאָבְּחֶזְויֵהֲויֵת
יתִַּירָהותְַקִּיפָאואְֵימְתָניִדְּחִילָה]רְבִיעָאָה[

וּמַדֱּקָהאָכְלָהרַבְרְבָןלַהּדִּי־פַרְזֶלושְִׁנּיַןִ
והְִיארָפְסָה]בְּרַגְלַהּ[)ברגליה(וּשְׁאָרָא
]קׇדָמַהּ[)קדמיה(דִּימִן־כׇּל־חֵיותָָאמְשַׁנּיְהָ
לַהּ.עֲשַׂרוקְַרְניַןִ
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Bereishit Rabbah 2:4 ב:דרבהבראשית

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish interpreted the second verse
of the Torah with the various exiles.
"And the Earth was chaos" - that is Babylonian exile, as
it says. "I have seen the earth and behold, it is chaos!"
(Jeremiah 4:23).
 "and void" - that is the Persian exile, as it says, "they
scrambled to bring Haman [to the banquet]" (Esther
5:14).
 "And darkness" - that is the Greek exile, for they
darkened the eyes of Israel with their decrees, and said
them: Write on the horns of your cattle that you
renounce the God of Israel!
 "on the face of the deep." - that is the exile of the Wicked
Kingdom, whose end is unfathomable, like the deep.
 "and the spirit of God hovered" - that is the spirit of the
Messianic King.

קְרָיאָפָּתַרלָקִישׁבֶּןשִׁמְעוֹןרַבִּי
בַּגָּלֻיּוֹת,
בָּבֶל,גָּלוּתזֶה,תהֹוּהָיתְָהוהְָאָרֶץ
אֶתרָאִיתִיכג(:ד,)ירמיהשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר
.תהֹוּוהְִנּהֵהָאָרֶץ
יד(:ו,)אסתרמָדַיגָּלוּתזֶהובָהֹוּ,

הָמָן.אֶתלְהָבִיאויַּבְַהִלוּ
שֶׁהֶחֱשִׁיכָהיוָןָ,גָּלוּתזֶה, וחְשֶׁךְ
בִּגְזֵרוֹתֵיהֶן,ישְִׂרָאֵלשֶׁלעֵיניֵהֶם
קֶרֶןעַלכִּתְבוּלָהֶם,אוֹמֶרֶתשֶׁהָיתְָה
ישְִׂרָאֵל.בֵּאלֹהֵיחֵלֶקלָכֶםשֶׁאֵיןהַשּׁוֹר

מַמְלֶכֶתגָּלוּתזֶה,תְהוֹםפְּניֵעַל
כְּמוֹחֵקֶרלָהֶםשֶׁאֵיןהָרְשָׁעָה,
זֶהמְרַחֶפֶת,אֱלֹקיםורְוּחַ.הַתְּהוֹם

הַמָּשִׁיחַ.מֶלֶךְשֶׁלרוּחוֹ

Ner Mitzvah, Ch. 1, (R Yehudah Loew, the “Maharal” of
Prague 1512-1609)

מהר׳׳לא,פרקמצוה,נר

And we may ask: These four kingdoms which Hashem
Yitbarah established in this world, there is no doubt this
state of affairs is no accident. Rather, it must be that it is
necessitated by the order by which Hashem Yitabarah
ordered the world. If so, why is it that there had to be
these four kingdoms?

The explanation is this: it is appropriate that there would
be hints of these four kingdoms at the beginning of
creation. For these four empires which have dominated
the world, only exist because it would have been
impossible for the world, which is a dependent created
entity of Hashem, to exist without a deficiency, and
therefore we find within it deficiencies! These
deficiencies are the four kingdoms, for they minimize the
glory of Hashem Yitbarah in the world…

מלכויותד'אלוכי,לשאולויש
איןבעולמו,יתברךהשםשהעמיד

כךכירקבמקרה,כךהיושלאספק
השםשסדרעולמוסדרמחייב

שיהיוזההיהלמהכן,ואםיתברך.
דוקא.מלכויותארבע

אלונרמזיםשיהיוראויכיזה,ובאור
אלוכיהבריאה.בראשיתמלכיותד'
לאבעולם,מושליםשהםמלכיותד'

שיהיהאפשראיכיבשבילרקהיו
השםמןהעלולשהואהעולם,
בלאהזההעלולשיהיהיתברך,
חסרון.עמונמצארקחסרון,

לפימלכיות,ד'הםהזהוהחסרון
כבודממעטיםהאלושהמלכיות

בעולמו…יתברךהשם
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And the reason he saw these four kingdoms in the image
of a Person is that these four kingdoms are like the forces
within a person. The first is the bodily force [ גופניכח ].
The second is the life-force [ נפשיכח ]. This capacity, even
though it is very similar to the body of a person, is not
entirely within the body, as the bodily force is. The third
is the intellectual force [ שכליכח ], which is entirely
separate from the body, for all intellectual concepts are
separate.

Therefore, the life-force was given to the first kingdom,
because the first kingdom was the most important and
powerful of them all… And this corresponds to the
nefesh component in a person, which is the dominant
force.
[For the lion is the most important of the animals. As
they say (in Hagigah 13b): the lion is the king of the
beasts. And so it always seeks greater and greater
status.]

The second kingdom is the Kingdom of Persia, which is
like the bodily force in a person… The idea of the bodily
force is that is is always lacking, and always taking in
more. The second kingdom is like that. That is why
Daniel said about this kingdom, “Then I saw a second,
different beast, which was like a bear” (7:5).
As Rav Yosef taught (in Kiddushin 72a): These are the
Persians, who eat and drink like a bear, grow hair like a
bear and are always restless, like a bear.

The next kingdom Daniel saw in the figure of a leopard,
for this kingdom parallels the third component of a
person, which is the intellect. For this is the kingdom
that had wisdom and understanding…

That is why the third kingdom is compared to a leopard
with four wings (Daniel 7:6), because wisdom spreads
out to all sides, and has no boundary, but continually

מלכיותד'שראהמהבודאיכי
הםמלכיותד'אלוכיאדם,בצלם
האחד,באדם.שהםכוחותד'כמו
וכחנפשי.כחהשני,גופני.כחהוא
שלכגוףהואכןגםהואכיאףזה,

כמובגופו,כחמוטבעאינואדם,
הואהג'זה.שלפניהכחשהוא
הגוף,מןלגמרינבדלשהואשכלי,

נבדל.שהואהשכלעניןשהואכמו

אלנפשיכחליתןישלפיכך
ראשוןמלכותכיהראשון,המלכות

והממשלההחשיבותלוהיה
ביותר…

הנפשיהחלקכנגדהואוזהו
מושל.כחשהואשבאדם,

כמובחיות,החשובהואארי]כי
הואבחיותמלךיג:()חגיגהשאמרו
החשיבותרקמבקשהיהולאארי*.
גדול.[היותר

והואמדי,מלכותהשנימלכותוהיה
הגוףכחעניןבאדם…וכלגופניכח

מקבלוהואחסר,לעולםשהואהזה
ולכךשניה.מלכותזהוכנגדתמיד.
ז,)דניאלזהמלכותעלדניאלאמר
דמיהתנינהאחריחיוה"וארוה(

לדב"...
שאוכליןפרסיים,אלויוסףרבתני

כדוב,ומסורבליןכדוב,ושותין
מנוחהלהםואיןכדוב,שערומגדלין
כדוב.

דניאלאותוראהשאחריווהמלכות
כנגדהואזהמלכותכימפניכנמר
הואהג'חלקכישבאדם,הג'חלק

בוהיההזהשהמלכותהשכל.
והתבונה…החכמה

שלישיתמלכותכיאמרולכך
להשישנמרשהיאחיהאלמתיחס

החכמהכיו(,ז,)דניאלכנפיםד'
לרוחבצדדיןבכלמתפשטהוא

רקכלל,גבוללהואיןולאורך,
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expands…

That is why this kingdom only opposed Israel except with
respect to the Torah, which is intellectual, and the divine
commandments.

Then Daniel saw a fourth beast, which was different from
all the others (7:7). And that, given what we have been
saying, is because it parallels the whole person, who is
made up of all these three forces: the bodily force, the
life force, and the intellectual force. These forces are not
really divided in a person, as if they had three selves…
but are actually joined together in a “unifying force,”
made up of all these three other forces combined
together…

That is why the fourth beast Daniel saw was different
from all the others. Because this beast had all three
forces combined in it.

The fourth kingdom, therefore, just seeks total
destruction. That is why Daniel said he saw a beast with
“iron teeth” (7:7), because iron can destroy and cut
through everything… and that is why they burned down
the House of our God, which was the ultimate form of
destruction.

The fourth kingdom thus creates a total void. But a total
void brings about a new form of being, as we know.
Therefore, this total void will eventually bring the
restoration of being to Israel.

מקום…בכלמתפשט

היולאהזאתהמלכותולכך
התורהמצדרקלישראלמתנגדים
האלקית.התורהומצותהשכלית

והיארביעית,חיהדניאלראהועוד
ז(.ז,)דניאלחיותאכלמןמשניה
מהנגדזהדברכיאמרנו,וכבר

דברים,ג'אלומןכלולשהאדם
כחוישבאדם,שישגופניכחשהם;
אלוואיןשכלי.כחלאדםוישנפשי,
יהיהכןשאםמחולקות,כוחות
כחבאדםישנפשות…אבלג'לאדם

ביחד...חלקיםג'אלולכלמשותף

מכלמשונהד'חיהדניאלראהולכך
בהישרביעיתחיהכימפניהחיות,

ג'.כלכוללוהיאכוחות,ג'אלושל

רקזהואיןהכל,משחיתהואולכך
החיהאתדניאלראהולכךהשחתה.

ברזלשלשניםלהשישהזאת
משחיתהואהברזלכיז(,ז,)דניאל
ביתששרפההכל…וכמואתומקצץ
רקזהואיןאותו.והשחיתואלקינו,

זה.עליותרשאיןהשחתה,

בהשדבקרביעית,במלכותרק
מביאהעדרוכלהגמור.ההעדר

ולכךשידוע.כמוחדשה,הויה
ההויהשתחזירמביאהזהההעדר

לישראל.
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