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The giving of the Ten Commandments

Tamar Biala

This is a story of a young woman who was sitting
in synagogue while the Ten Commandments were
being read. The Reader was chanting so expertly
that the young woman felt it was as though she
was hearing them for the first time. And she was
astonished at what she heard, and her heart

became aggrieved.

She asked in her heart, what is the nature of
Remember the Sabbath to hallow it (Exod 20:8), of
which it is said You shall do no work, you and your
son and your daughter, your male slave and your
slave girl and your beast and your sojourner who is
within your gates. (Exod 20:10) - and his wife, what
about her, is she not commanded to hallow the

Sabbath?
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And what is the nature of You shall not covet, of
which it is said, You shall not covet your fellow
man’s wife, or his male slave, or his slave girl, or his
ox, or his donkey, or anything that your fellow man
has. (Exod 20:14. 17) - and his wife, what about
her, did the Torah not command her, too, not to

covet that which is her fellow woman’s?

The young woman was pious, and not until that
day had she had a single foreign musing or doubt
regarding the truth of Torah. At that moment of
questioning, her heart was wrapped in fear,
beating and beating, until she thought everyone
in synagogue could hear its rhythm. The tears that
rose in her throat had the taste of the deep, and
the taste of the sea that drowned the Egyptians,
and she was shaking and aghast, and her soul

fled.

The Holy Blessed One gathered up her soul in the
palm of His hand and was looking and smiling at
her. He said to her, How long have | waited for you
to come and ask me, so that | might reveal to you
that which has been hidden away with Me for
three thousand years! She cast her eyes
downward and asked: Did the Holy Blessed One
not speak with women at Mount Sinai, and not
command them the same things He commanded

men with thunder and lightning?
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The Holy Blessed One lifted up her head and said,
when Moses ascended | commanded him: And
have them make themselves ready for the third
day, for on the third day, God will come down
before all the people on Mount Sinai. (Exod 19:11).
Since Moses distanced himself from women, for
he separated from his wife Zipporah, he brought
only men near the mountain, as is said, And Moses
brought the people toward God from the camp.
(Exod 19:17).

And at that time, when Moses heard the
commandments, and there were only men around
him, he heard You shall do no work and said to
himself, “and who will be punished for doing
work, if not the man? And whose are the slaves
and slave girls, chattel and children, whom he can

command to do work, or to rest, if not the man?”

And so, Moshe wrote the men to keep the
Sabbath, in the masculine pronoun. And because
he was not me’urav ‘im haberiyot, engaged with
people, beriyot, in the feminine, for he had not
been with his wife Zipporah for a long time, he did
not remember that women, too, have desire, and
so he did not include them in the prohibition not

to covet.
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The young woman asked The Holy Blessed One, if
so, and Moses who separated from women could
not hear those words which The Holy Blessed One
ordained for them, will a sage who has not

separated himself be able to hear?

The Holy Blessed One’s countenance became
grave, and he answered her thus: Any beit
midrash that has no women - My word will not

emerge from there whole.

The Midwives Saw and Feared
Orna Peltz

He [the king of Egypt] said [to the midwives]: When
you deliver the Hebrew women, look (u’rei-ten) at the
birth stool. Ifitis a boy, kill him; ifitis a girl, let her
live.

The midwives feared God in awe (va-tir-ena) and did

- HESED
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not do as the king of Egypt had told them. They let the

boys live. (Exod 1: 16-17.)

The midwives were asked: Where did you get your
fearful awe of God?

And they answered: From the great and deep things
that we saw at the birth stool, from the mystery that
embraces us morning and evening: human being
after human being coming into the world; where
does he come from and what does he bring with

him? The goodness that her mother sees in her, the
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compassion and the love that he awakens, crying
babies bursting forth from exhausted bodies, and

the soft seal of God’s finger imprinted on their faces.

The midwives were challenged:

But didn’t it happen at Sinai that All the people saw
(ro-im) the thunder and the lightning and the voice of
the Shofar and the smoking mountain and the people
saw it and trembled and stood far off ... and Moses
said to the people do not fear (al ti-ru), for God has
come to test you, to keep the fearful awe of God
(yir-a-to) before you so that you will not transgress
(Exod 20: 15-17). The fearful awe of God comes from

the place of thunder and lightning!

And the midwives answered:

There is fearful awe (yir-a) that comes from external
seeing (re-i-ya) and there is fearful awe that comes
from internal vision (re-i-ya); A person can be frozen
in terror, witnessing a supernatural miracle, which
awakens and strengthens her sense of fearful awe.
But for us, it doesn’t work like that. Our fearful awe
is not in the heavens (Deut 30:12). Our fearful awe of
God arises precisely from within nature, from within
the pain of what we witness on the birth stool. From
there we learn to choose what is good, to protect life,

to fight against death and to resist evil.

N7 1wn

NN N7iEn DX 0'8Y 0Yn 721' 1NN 1'0 1N Ml
DY XY WY W00 NX|I9WD 7ig DRI DT
NN H2Y2 DN7RD X2 DONX Niel 1aya7 9
(T-10 ,5 NINY) XRYND 'M727 D119 7Y INKY!

INN2 X'D 0720 NIYIR 7Y DI DR DRDY

'wnl

NXQY W' YIN 70 QTR JINN DRAN AR WY
7unvy 010 NNV W' ;019 7w NYRY NN
,NANQ'N 12 NN2ANNAI N7V ,NN'R DT TR V20N
'NIn DY N7 INRYY D 02T PR LIRNI
AND )INN ,Ya0N JINA XgiT .(2',7 0MaT)
,0TI78 IR 122 NT717,0MaRN 7Y NIRONN
on?'nY? ,0"Nn 7Y 1mMwyi 2102 N7 1Y

V17 Taann7 ninma



1T1)
HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

We All Stood Together, Merle Feld

My brother and | were at Sinai

He kept a journal

of what he saw

of what he heard

of what it all meant to him

I wish | had such a record

of what happened to me there

It seems like every time | want to write
[ can’t

I’m always holding a baby

one of my own or one for a friend
always holding a baby

so my hands are never free

to write things down

And then

As time passes

The particulars

The hard data

The who what when where why

Slip away from me

And all 'm left with is

The feeling

But feelings are just sounds

The vowel barking of a mute

My brother is so sure of what he heard
After all he’s got a record of it
Consonant after consonant after consonant
If we remembered it together

We could recreate holy time

Sparks flying
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An Ineffeable Name
Hava Pinhas-Cohen

Everyone had already gone up to the mountain and
was waiting
waiting to see, waiting with great stillness
that is so out of character, even the donkeys and the
camels
are immersed in the quiet, no bird chirps
even the children on their fathers’ shoulders,
and the tremendous quiet is too much to bear like
before
a great and horrible event yet | still wanted to
hang up the laundry
and leave time to dab on perfume
and | warmed the baby’s milk, so he wouldn’t be
hungry and
start to cry heaven forbid, at the
wrong moment, how much time until it’s over. | expect
the laundry will dry out but the baby who knows.
No one knew
and | saw that a light wind, like the breath of a
sleeping man, went
through
the laundry and inflated the belly
of my nightgown and the Sabbath tablecloth
was a white sail in the middle of the desert
and we departed from there upon the pale blue

to a faraway place where

We'll crack open pomegranates and suck their juices
to a place where
love

is an ineffable name
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