1T )

HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

33

Praying Against our Enemies?

A Close Look at the Curse against Heretics

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer- kaunfer@hadar.org

Rabbinic Yeshiva Intensive 2023 / 5783

Part1l

And for the slanderers let there be no hope,
And may all evil perish in an instant.

And may all Your enemies speedily be cut
off.

And the willful sinners: speedily uproot,
smash, cast down and subdue speedily in
our days.

Blessed are you, YHVH, who breaks enemies
and subdues willful sinners.

Daily Amidah, Ashkenaz prayer book
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For the destroyed ones may there be no
hope

If they do not return to Your Torah

The Notzrim and Minim - may they be
destroyed in an instant

May they be erased from the book of life,
and with the Righteous may they not be
written

Blessed are You, YHVH, who subdues willful
sinners

Eretz Yisrael version
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Thus said the LORD: Restrain your voice from weeping,
Your eyes from shedding tears; For there is a reward for
your labor —declares the LORD: They shall return from
the enemy’s land.

And there is hope for your future —declares the LORD:
Your children shall return to their country.

Jeremiah 31:15-16
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But those who separated themselves from the ways of
the community, like the minim, and the meshumadim,
and those who hand over others [to the government]
and those who are evil - hell is locked before them and
they are judged in it forever and ever.

Seder Olam 3
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Rabbi Elazar, after finishing his Amidah, said
thus:

Let it me Your will, YHVH our God, that you
cause to dwell in our lot love,
companionship, peace, and friendship,

and that you increase our borders with
students, and that you make our end
successful at the last with hope,

and that you place our portion in Gan
Eden...

Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 16b
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Part 2

For the meshumadim let there be no hope

And may the kingdom of willful sinners speedily
be uprooted and smashed in our days

Blessed are You, YHVH, who smashes evil ones
and subdues willful sinners

Siddur Saadia Gaon (9" /10" c.), p. 18
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| am going to deal with you, O Insolence [=Bavel]
—declares the Lord GOD of Hosts— For your day is
come, the time when | doom you:

Insolence shall stumble and fall, With none to
raise her up. | will set her cities on fire, And it shall
consume everything around her.

Jeremiah 50:31-32
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And for wickedness, let there be no hope

And may all the errant return to You

And may the realm of wickedness be shattered
Blessed are You, YHVH, whose will it is that the
wicked vanish from the earth

Mishkan Tefilah, p. 88 (2007)
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The 18 blessings that the sages said
correspond to the 18 mentions of God’s
name in: Ascribe to YHVH, O divine beings
(Psalm 29)

Include the “minim/sectarians” in the
“separators”

And the “converts” in the “elders”

And “David” in “Who builds Jerusalem”
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Tosefta Berakhot 3:25

But if one said them each on their own, they
have fulfilled their obligation

We teach about this (in a baraita):

Include the “heretics” and “evil people” in
“who causes the willful sinners to submit”

Yerushalmi Berachot 2:4; 5a
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But have we not learned (in a baraita):

Include “heretics” and “sinners/separators”
in “who causes the willful sinners to submit”

Yerushalmit Berachot 4:3; 8a*
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Part 3: The Source of the “Minim” Blessing

Mishnah: Rabban Gamliel says: Every day a
person should pray 18 (the amidah). Rabbi
Yehoshua says: “essence” of 18...

These 18, but there are 19 (blessings)!...

Our rabbis taught (in a baraita): Shimon the
flaxworker ordered 18 blessings before Rabban
Gamliel, in fitting order, in Yavneh.

Rabban Gamliel said to them to the sages: Is there
a person who knows how to fix the “blessing” for
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! Also in some versions of the Tosefta. See Flusser, “MMT and Birkat Ha-Minim,” p. 354.

2 See Flusser, p. 354, n. 81.
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the minim (Jewish Christians)? Shmuel Hakattan
stood up and fixed it.

The next year, he forgot/cancelled it, and he
looked at it (reduced it?) for 2-3 moments, but
they didn’t bring him up (ie remove him from
leading the amidah).

Babylonian Talmud Berachot 28b-29a
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2) The Essence of Shmuel HaKattan?

Shmuel HaKattan says: “If your enemy falls, don’t
be glad. If he trips, don’t let your heart rejoice.
Lest YHVH see it and be displeased, and avert His
wrath from him (Prov. 24:17-18).”
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We find tannaim disagreeing: For all (the
blessings of the amidah) we don’t recall him
(from leading) except for one who doesn’t say:
“who revives the dead” and “who humbles willful
sinners” and

“who rebuilds Jerusalem.”
I say he is a min (Jewish Christian).

Shmuel Hakkatan passed before the ark (ie = led
the amidah) and he erased “who humbles willful
sinners” at the end. He started to look at them.
They said to him: The sages didn’t take this into
measure.

Jerusalem Talmud Berachot 5:3, 9¢
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4) Another Interrogation of R. Gamliel

Our rabbis taught (in a baraita): A story: a student
came before Rabbi Yehoshua and said to him: The
amidah of evening: permitted or required? He
said: permitted. (The student) came before
Rabban Gamliel and said to him: The amidah of
evening: permitted or required? He said: required.
He said to him: But R. Yehoshua said permitted!
(Rabban Gamliel) said: Wait here until all the
shield-bearers enter the study hall.

When the shield-bearers entered, the questioner
stood and asked: The amidah of evening;:
permitted or required? Rabban Gamliel said to
him: required. Rabban Gamliel said to them to the
sages: Is there a person who disagrees on this
matter?

R. Yehoshua said no. (Rabban Gamliel said): “But
in your name they told me: ‘permitted’”! He said
to him: R. Yehoshua: Stand on your legs and they
will testify against you....

Babylonian Talmud Berachot 27b
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5) Shmuel HaKattan as the Eighth Man

Our rabbis taught (in a baraita): Do not add a leap
year except with those invited to do it. A story:
Rabban Gamliel said: Let 7 rise early with me to
the roof. He rose early and found 8. He said: Who
came up without permission? Go down! Shmuel
HaKattan stood up and said: | was the one who
went up without permission, but not to add a
leap year | came up, rather to learn practical law |
needed to come. (R. Gamliel) said to him: Sit, my
son, sit. All the years are fitting to be intercalated
by your hand, it’s just that the sages said: Don’t
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add a leap year except with those invited to do so.
And it wasn’t Shmuel HaKattan (who was the 8th
person), rather it was another person. But
because of (preventing) embarrassment he did
this.

Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 10b-11a
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6) Garlic in the Beit Midrash:

Rebbe was sitting and teaching, and smelled
garlic. He said: Whoever ate garlic - out! Rabbi
Hiyya (who didn’t do it) stood up and went out.
They all stood up and went out....and R. Hiyya,
where did he learn it? From Rabbi Meir. As it is
taught (in a baraita): A story: Awoman came to
the Beit Midrash of R. Meir and said to him: Rabbi,
one of your students wedded me through
intercourse. R. Meir stood up and wrote her a
divorce document, and gave it to her. They all
stood up and wrote and gave it to her. And R. Meir,
where did he learn it? From Shmuel HaKattan...

Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 11a
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Part 4

And if you say: how can we curse in our prayers
the minim and meshumadim? For we said in the
first chapter of Berakhot (7a) concerning a min
who would vex R. Yehoshua ben Levi...itis not
the way of the world to do that (curse him), as it
is written: punishment - even for the righteous
-isnot good (Prov 17:26). Even for a min. What
is the reason? Because God is merciful to all
God’s creations (Psalm 145:9).

One could answer: “itis not the way of the
world to do this” - this is concerning a curse
that involves death. Or perhaps with a group it
is different. Or perhaps “the way of the world
not to do this” concerned a case when one is
vexed. But in our prayers, for the honor of God,
we are intending, since they are denying God.

Abudraham, p. 227
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A certain heretic who was in Rabbi Yehoshua
ben Levi’s neighborhood would upset him by
incessantly challenging the legitimacy of
verses. One day, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi took
arooster and placed it between the legs of
the bed upon which he sat and looked at it. He
thought: When the moment of God’s anger
arrives, | will curse him and be rid of him.
When the moment of God’s anger arrived,
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi slept. When he woke
up, he said to himself: Conclude from the fact
that I nodded off that it is not proper conduct
to do so, to curse people, even if they are
wicked. “His mercy is over all His creations”
(Psalms 145:9) is written even with regard to
sinners.
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Moreover, it is inappropriate to cause the
punishment of another, as it is written:
“Punishment, even for the righteous, is not
good” (Proverbs 17:26), even for a righteous
person, it is improper to punish another.

Bavli Berakhot 7a
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There were once some thugs in the
neighborhood of Rabbi Meir who would trouble
him very much. Rabbi Meir prayed about them
that they should die. His wife Beruria said to
him: What is your opinion (that you think this is
permitted)? It is written: “Let sins end” (Ps. 104)
- Does it say “Let sinners end”? It is written sins!

And also, look at the end of the verse: “Evil
people will be no more.” When sin ends, evil will
be no more! Rather pray for them to return -
and then there will be no more evil people. He
prayed for them and they did teshuva.

Bavli Berakhot 10a
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Thisis only in a case where they didn’t do
teshuva. For if they want to do teshuva,
we receive them. For there is nothing that
stands in the way of teshuva

Abudraham, pp. 226-7
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Rebbe said: It is forbidden for a person to
pray that evil people depart from this
world, for if the Holy One had removed
Terach from the world when he was an
idol worshipper, Avraham our father
would not have come into the world, and
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the tribes of Israel, and King David, and I'N X7 D'N'2N1 O'T'ONNI D' TN DNIX 71
the King Moshiah would not have come to ,071y2
the world, and Torah would not have
been given, and all those tzadikim and
Hasidim and prophets would not have
come to the world.
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