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Gracious Wisdom:

What Knowledge Are We Praying For? (Honen HaDa'at)

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer- kaunfer@hadar.org

Rabbinic Yeshiva Intensive 2023 / 5783

You grace people [Adam] with knowledge
And teach humans [Enosh] discernment
Grace us from You

Knowledge, discernment, and intelligence
[or: wisdom, discernment and knowledge -
Nusah Sefard]

Blessed are You, YHVH, who graces
knowledge.
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Grace us, our Father,

With knowledge from You

[And teach us] discernment and wisdom
from Your Torah
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[Lighten our eyes to follow Your mitzvot] . ;n_::j?li
Blessed are You, YHVH v
Who graces knowledge
Eretz Yisrael version of blessing
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God YHVH formed the Human from the dust
of the earth blowing into his nostrils the
breath of life: the Human became a living
being.

God YHVH planted a garden in Eden, in the
east, and placed there the Human who had
been fashioned.

And from the ground God YHVH caused to
grow every tree that was pleasing to the
sight and good for food, with the tree of life
in the middle of the garden, and the tree of
knowledge of good and bad...

And God YHVH commanded the Human,
saying, “Of every tree of the garden you are
free to eat;

but as for the tree of knowledge of good and
bad, you must not eat of it; for as soon as
you eat of it, you shall die.”

...but God knows that as soon as you eat of
it your eyes will be opened and you will be
like divine beings who know good and bad.”
Then the eyes of both of them were opened
and they perceived that they were naked;
and they sewed together fig leaves and
made themselves loincloths....

And God YHVH said, “Now that humankind
has become like any of us, knowing good
and bad, what if one should stretch out a
hand and take also from the tree of life and
eat, and live forever!”
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Asitis taught (in a Baraita): The tree that
Adam the First ate from [what was it?]...R.
Yehuda said: It was wheat, for a baby doesn’t
know how to call “Abba” and “Imma” until it
tastes the taste of wheat.

Bavli Berakhot 40a and Sanhedrin 70b
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Adam knew his wife again, and she gave birth to a
son, and she called his name Shet, because God
has provided me (shat) another offspring instead
of Hevel, whom Kayin killed.

And Shet also had a child, and he called his name
Enosh; It was then that people began to invoke
YHVH by name.

Genesis 4:25-26
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Rebbe said: | am surprised! How did they cancel
“who graces with knowledge” on Shabbat! If there
is no knowledge, whence prayer/Amidah?

Yerushalmi Berakhot 4:4; 8b
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“Then they began (huhal)” (Gen 4:26) - the
language of hullin - profane. To call the names of
people and the names of nature by the name of
the Holy Blessed One, in order to do idolatry and
to call them by divinity.

Rashi to Gen 4:26
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Four things happened in the generation of
Enosh...and they became vulnerable to demons.
They were responsible themselves for becoming
vulnerable to demons, for they argued: What is
the difference whether one worships an image or
worships man? Hence it is written: “Then man
became degraded (huhal) to call upon the name
of YHVH” (Gen 4:26).

Genesis Rabbah 24:6, p. 235
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When Enosh was born, “it was then that men began (huhal) to invoke the Lord by name.”
(4:26). This is interpreted by Rashi to mean that people began to call human beings and
natural phenomena by God’s name. At that time, in other words, people lost the capacity to
discriminate between God, man, and nature. A linguistic rigor was lost. And at that time, by no
coincidence, “a third of the world was flooded by the overflowing ocean” (Rashi. 6:4). This
can, of course, be read as sin and punishment; it can also be read as an objective correlative
for the blunted distinctions and misarticulations, by which people then defined themselves
and their place in the world."

! Aviva Zornberg, Genesis: The Beginnings of Desire (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1995), p. 50.
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See | have called by name Bezalel son of Uri
son of Hur of the tribe of Judah. | have
endowed him with a divine spirit of wisdom,
discernment, and knowledge in every kind
of craft to make designs for work in gold,
silver, and copper...

Exodus 31:2-4

And Moses said to the Israelites: See, YHVH
has called by name Bezalel, son of Uri son of
Hur, of the tribe of Judah. [God] has
endowed him with a divine spirit of wisdom,
discernment, and knowledge in every kind
of craft.

Exodus 35:30-31

NN URTIR 7X9YA DY N XD (Q)

DTN NYNY

MIN2A NPINA D'N7Y N INKR K7NKI ()

NN NYTH

X7 719 Nniny

P71 TR 027 e R (7)

TN NYNY WD KR 7X7¥a DY

MMANA ANONA D'N7X DY IR KN (K7)

ININTNT22 YT

N7 719 niny

The blessed God, who is great in knowledge/
Prepared and worked on the rays of the sun

Daily Shaharit
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Knowledge and understanding surround

Him...Good are the lights that our God created.

[God] fashioned them with knowledge,
understanding and discernment.

Shabbat Shaharit
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Blessed are You, YHVH, our God, king of the
universe, who by His word brings on evenings,
with wisdom opens the gates, and with
understanding changes the seasons...and
separates between day and between night.

Arvit Blessing 1
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“I will fill him [Bezalel] with the spirit of God,
with wisdom...” (Ex 31:3)

He already had wisdom. This is to teach you
that the Holy Blessed One only fills one with
wisdom if one already had some in
him....when the Holy Blessed One sees a
person with the spirit of wisdom, God fills
them up. This is “l will fill him with the spirit:
- for he already had it.

Midrash Tanhuma VaYakhel 2
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“Wisdom” (nnon) is what a person hears
from others and learns (makes his own).
“Discernment” (n11an) is understanding a
matter by one’s own intelligence deducing it
from the things one has already learned.
“Knowledge” (nyT) means holy inspiration.

Rashi to Ex 31:3

Wisdom (nndn) - from learning
Discernment (n11an) - from one’s self
Knowledge (nyT) - who learns something
from another thing

Lekah Tov, Exodus 35:31, p. 107b

Wisdom (nn>n) - refers to what one learns
from a teacher

Discernment (n11an) - What a person arrives
at on one’s own without a teacher
Knowledge (nyT) - refers to what a person
discovers through research and
investigation

Saadia Gaon, in Torah Sheleimah, vol 23, p.
32,n.121

“TN71 DINKRN YNIY DTRY NN - nndn2 ()
“TN7W 0T NN L1270 02T 'an - nlIanal
TN NN - NyTal

NYTAl N11IANAI NNdNA D'AYR NN INIR K71
,NIN N2 WITZN N2 IN2Y nndn n7Ima

27109 X7 719 niny "v

,(Tm™n nndnn
,INXyn N1iann
727N 1T ™I?N NYTN

7071 NWI9 NINY (210 N77) XNI0IT XNj7'09
X7 [n'0 N7 719

,127M ™I? DTRNY NN 7V NY911 — nndn
'YX VAN DT NN 7V ' 75 nin naini
,NIN 72 myya

T 7Y XX DTRNY NN 7Y N7on — nyTal
nYAT NN

JIX2 N1 TVO

Page 7 of 9

3PS




1Ti)
HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

12 Moses said to YHVH, “See, You say to me,
‘Lead this people forward, but You have not
made known to me whom You will send
with me. Further, You have said, ‘| know you
by name, and you have, indeed, gained My
grace’

13 Now, if | have truly found grace in Your
eyes, pray let me know Your ways, that |
may know You and continue in Your grace.
Consider, too, that this nation is Your
people.”...

16 For how shall it be known that Your
people have gained Your grace unless You
go with us, so that we may be distinguished,
Your people and |, from every people on the
face of the earth?”

17 And YHVH said to Moses, “l will also do
this thing that you have asked; for you have
truly found grace in My eyes and | know you
by name.”

18 [Moshe] said, “Oh, let me behold Your
Presence!”

19 And [God] answered, “l will make all My
goodness pass before you, and | will
proclaim before you the name YHVH, but |
shall grant grace to whom | grant grace, and
have compassion for whom | have
compassion.

Ex. 33:12-13;16-19
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Cause us to discern, YHVH our God, to know
Your ways.

Bavli Berakhot 29a
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God heard their cried, and God remembered
His covenant with Avraham, Yitzhak and
Yaakov. God saw the children of Israel and
God knew.

Exodus 2:24-25
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Do not oppress the stranger. You know the
stranger for you were strangers in the land

of Egypt.
Exodus 23:9
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