PEDAGOGY
OF PARTNERSHIP

How we learn is what we learn.

Lighting a Light From Within
R. April Villarreal

Hanukkah 5785

“Kindle the taper like the steadfast star
Ablaze on evening’s forehead over the earth,
And add each night a lustre till afar

An eightfold splendor shine above thy hearth”*

Hanukkah offers us the symbolism of the light of many candles merging together to create a

magnificent glow. What about this act sets it apart from other mitzvot?

Below is a text which explores this question and connects us with our sense of love, joy, and

perseverance.

In keeping with the symbolism of joining many lights together, the text is also accompanied
by a discussion guide for bringing together many voices in conversation. To use it, be sure
everyone in your group has a copy or is able to see it. Use the guide with this text, or with any

other material you’d like to explore in the Hadar Hanukkah Companion—and beyond.

! Opening lines of Emma Lazarus’ “The Feast of Lights” (1882).
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https://hadar.org/torah-tefillah/resources/little-bit-light
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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Greetings:

1 Everyone take a moment to introduce themselves and/or share something they enjoy

about the Hanukkah holiday.
2 Choose one person to read the text aloud.
Zoom In:

3 Each person in the group should take a few minutes to re-read the text on their own

and notice three details that stand out to them.

4 Everyone can take turns sharing a detail they noticed. After a person shares a detail,
discuss its possible significance together. Then have the next person share their detail,
and so on. If it is helpful, use these phrases to start off the sharing and discussion: “/

notice...,” “l wonder...,” and, “What do you think?”
Zoom Out:
5 Have a new volunteer read the text aloud again in its entirety.

6 Discuss a big question: What does this text teach us about the mitzvot and what does it
add to how we think about Hanukkah? Consider the details of the text that you and

others raised.
Appreciation:

7 Everyone share one thing you appreciated about learning together in this group.
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TEXT FOR GROUP STUDY
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Hakham Pinhas Cohen z”1 (20" c., Israel)

Yekara d’Shakhvei, pp. 112-113
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Since [the Maccabees] acted from their own
motivation to go, clean out God’s sanctuary,
and light lights in God’s sacred courtyards
—God did love this.

To what can this be compared? To a king who
had young students. He loved them very much.
Every now and again he would make a banquet
for them and the students would attend and be
happy. Once, the young ones said to him, “My
master the king, perhaps one time we will make
a banquet for you?” He replied to them, “Good,
you should do it!” The king was already
imagining to himself that the meal that he had
prepared would certainly not be like that of the
young ones. For behold, he had servants and

beautiful utensils and so on. The students
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prepared what they could and invited the king.
The king attended and was joyful with a greater

joy than ever before.

They said to him, “What happened?! When you
do more of the preparation you are not as joyful
and now that the students have prepared
something so simple as this for you, you are so
joyful! He said to them, “Yes, now that | see
that you truly love me and act with persistent
effort that is yours, whatever you are able, this

is more important to me.”

And therefore, the mitzvah of the Hanukkah
lamp, even though it is not written in the Torah,
and is after the other 248 positive mitzvot, even

so, this mitzvah is so very beloved.

12'ATNLI70'W NN 17 120 0N
NNNY NNWI XAI1,)700 DX

.0Y9 On niram

NNRWI - 7N NN 17 NnX
,N22 NNYW X7 NNX NI DN
,0IYD NTD 7 N1'DN DNY I'WOYI
,|2:0N7MX 77D 7D Nnw NnX
NNNXI DNRY ,ARIN IRY I'YDY
NIX D'YIVI,'NIX D'ANIX
nn,0d7Y NITThwnn

J221wn N nt,onn'Y

NTY 17'9X ,ND1IN 11 NiixXN D7
75 MNX NTL,NNIM2 M) XY
NIXN IT NNT 722 ,N1¥n n"nn

... TINN TIND N2'AN

Page 4 of 4

R3PS



