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1) January 3, 1943 ("the evening before the second day of the week of Parashat Va-Era,
27 Tevet, 5703")
Cover letter of bundle of books found in large, buried container on site of the Warsaw

ghetto

ATTENTION!!! Blessed is God. | have the honor of requesting the esteemed individual or
institution that finds my enclosed writings Hakhsharat Ha-Avreichim, Mavo Ha-She'arim,
(from Hovat Ha-Avreikhim), Tsav ve-Zeruz, Torah Insights on the weekly readings for the
years 5700, 5701 and 5702, to please exert themselves to send them to the Land of Israel to
the following address: Rabbi Yeshaya Shapira, Tel Aviv, Palestine. Please also send the
enclosed letter. When the Blessed One will show mercy, and | and the remaining Jews
survive the war, please return all materials to me or to the Warsaw Rabbinate for
Kalonymus, and may God have mercy upon us, the remnant of Israel in every place, and
rescue us, and sustain us, and save us in the blink of an eye. With deep, heartfelt gratitude,
Kalonymus

2) Will, written to Yeshaya Shapira (brother of Kalonymus)

Please also printin every work ... that | urge every single Jew to study my books, and the
merit of my holy ancestors will stand by every student and his family, now and
forever....May God have mercy upon us.
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1. Lineage and Early Life
e Elite Hasidic Ancestry:

o Bornin 1889 in Grodzisk, Poland, the descendant of the most prestigious Polish
Hasidic dynasties.

o Hislineageincluded
= Rabbi Elimelekh of Lizhensk (d. 1787).
» The Seer (Chozeh) of Lublin (d. 1815).
= The Kozienicer Maggid (d. 1814).
e Early Life:

o Father, Rabbi Elimelekh of Grodzisk (author of Imrei Elimelekh), died when
Kalonymus was only three years old.

o Raised and tutored by his uncle, Rabbi Yerachmiel Moshe Hapstein.
o Atage 15, married Rachel Chayah Miriam Hapstein
= She was learned, known to edit his works.
2. Educational Vision and Pre-War Career
e Founding of Daas Moshe:
o 1923-founded the Daas Moshe Yeshiva in Warsaw.
o Grew to be one of the largest Hasidic yeshivas in the Warsaw area.
e Master Pedagogue:
o Focused on the spiritual and moral development of the young.

o His most famous work published in his lifetime was Chovat HaTalmidim (The
Students' Responsibility, 1932), which served as a handbook for education

e Other Works published posthumously:
o Wrote a sequence of educational guides for different life stages:
= Hakhsharat HaAvrekhim: For young married men
= Bnei Machshava Tova: For elite spiritual development
= Mevo HaShearim: An advanced work for scholars
»  Tzav V’ziruz (Command and Exhort): personal diary

= Derekh HaMelekh (The Way of the King): pre-war sermons
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3. The "Years of Wrath" and Personal Tragedy
e Successive Losses (Sept-Oct 1939):

o Elimelekh Ben-Zion, was injured in an aerial attack and later died of his
wounds.

o His daughter-in-law, Gittel, and his sister-in-law, Channah Hapstein, were killed
by a bomb while visiting his son in the hospital.

o His mother died just a few weeks later.
e Leadership in the Ghetto:
o His home was located within what became the Warsaw Ghetto

o Turned his residence into a study center providing both material and spiritual
support

4. The Discovery of the "Holy Fire"
e Burial and Discovery

o Just before the Ghetto's final destruction, the Rebbe buried his
manuscripts—including the wartime sermons—in metal milk cans.

o Acover letter titled "AUFMERKZAM!!!" (ATTENTION!!!) requested that the finder
forward the works to his brother, Rabbi Isaiah Shapira, in Tel Aviv.

o The cans were found by a Polish construction worker in December 1950

o They were eventually taken to the Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw and
later published as Esh Kodesh (original title was “Derashot mi-shenot ha-za'am”
- “Sermons From the Years of Rage”)

o Contains ~100 sermons delivered between Rosh Hashanah 5700 (September
14-15, 1939) and Shabbat Hazon of 5702 (July 18, 1942), the eve of the
deportations to the death camp Treblinka.

o One of only two book-length rabbinic sermons recovered from the war.

= The other: Collected Sermons of Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Unsdorfer
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3) Ecclesiastes 9:7

Go, eat your bread joyfully, and drink your wine
goodheartedly, as God has already accepted your
actions
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4) Ecclesiastes Rabbah 9:7

Rabbi Mona of Shaab and Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin in
the name of Rabbi Levi interpreted the verse as
regarding Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur. This is
analogous to a province that owed taxes to the king.
The king dispatched a tax collector from the treasury to
collect it. [When he was] at a distance of ten mil, the
prominent leaders of the province emerged and lauded
him, and he forgave one-third for them. At a distance of
five mil, the middling ones emerged and lauded him,
and he forgave one-third for them. When he neared
[and was right outside the province], men, women, and
children emerged to greet him, and he forgave it in its
entirety. He said, ‘What is past is past, from here
onward is a new account. So too, on the day before
Rosh HaShana, the prominent leaders of the
generation fast and the Holy One blessed be He
absolves them of one-third of their transgressions, as it
is stated: “Yet forgiveness is with You, so You will be
feared” (Psalms 130:4). Rabbi Aha said: Forgiveness is
primed for you from Rosh HaShana, “so You will be
feared” - so Your fear will be on Your creations. Those
days between Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur,
individuals fast, and the Holy One blessed be He
absolves them of another third of their transgressions.
On Yom Kippur, all of them fast, and the Holy One
blessed be He absolves them of another third of their
transgressions. When men, women, and children fast,
the Holy One blessed be He forgives them for
everything and says: ‘What is past is past, and the new
account is from here onward.” A Divine Voice emerges
and says to them: “Go, eat your bread joyfully” - your
prayer has already been heard.
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5) Esh Kodesh, Rosh Hashanah 5700 (1939)

In distress | called on God; God answered me and
brought me relief"; "Hear my plea; Do not shut Your ear
to my groan, to my cry."
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God created the entire universe so that it should fear
Him, as Scripture states, “And God has made it, so that
they should fear Him” (Ecclesiastes 3:14). Even
forgiveness exists so that we might have the fear of
Him. For when a person is stained by sins, because of
which he is made to suffer powerful and bitter
torments (God spare us!) itis difficult to have the true
fear of God, which is standing in awe of His greatness
and the glory of His excellence. Fear in essence is awe
of the greatness of God. Every Jewish soul feels this,
each person according to his ability. Thus, whereas one
person might feel within himself the fear of the
greatness and holiness of God, and tremble with the
thought, Heaven forbid, of sinning against God,
another person might merely feel the fear of
punishment which is also its own form of fear of the
greatness of God....

(However) this is only when the soul of a Jewish person
is standing (i.e., intact and sustained); then it is able to
sense the closeness of God to him and to fear His awe,
may He be blessed. But when a person is soiled with
sins and crushed by sufferings, Heaven forbid, to
the point that his entire being lies prostrate and
fallen, such that he no longer even senses himself or
his soul—then it is difficult for him to be stirred by
the awe of God and to fear the splendor of His
majesty. ...

A parable: A prince is held captive among wanton
people who torment him, when he suddenly senses
that the king is close by. He begins to shriek bitterly,
"save me, my father! Save me, my king!" He cries
because he senses that the king is near. The
intensification of his plaintive cries is an indication of
the king's greater proximity. So too when a Jew is
broken-hearted, whether over his own troubles, the
suffering of his loved ones, or for Jewry as a whole, is a
sign that he senses the revelation of the sovereignty of
Heaven. All this, however, is dependent on the
intensification of his fear of the Blessed One, and his
repentant desire to coronate the Blessed One as his
King.
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6) Esh Kodesh, Yom Kippur 5700 (1939)

The holy book Arvei Nahal, Parshat Masai (Rabbi David
Shlomo Eibeschuetz) discusses an oral tradition from a
responsum from the Maharam, (Rabbi Meir ben Barukh
of Rottenberg, 1220-1293.) stating that a person who is
martyred does not feel any pain whatsoever.

The author of Arvei Nahal explains that this is because
the martyr is set ablaze with such an intense desire to
be martyred for sanctifying the Divine Name that he
elevates all his senses to the world of pure intellect,
such that his entire being is clothed in intellect, and all
his senses, sensations, and physicality are stripped
from him. Thus he feels only pleasure. This is also the
case with all the trials that a Jew endures—the trials
are indeed difficult, and God should have mercy and
remove them from us. When a person elevates them to
the level of intellect, however, understanding them as a
means to purge his sins and to purify himself to draw
closer to God, then the more strongly he attaches
himself to this thought, the lighter the difficulties
become, and easier for him to bear.
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7) To Heal the Soul: The Spiritual Journal of a Chasidic (Translated by Yehoshua

Starret) pp 133-134

Now I sit still and silent. The intensity of pain is beyond bearing—I am broken beyond repair.
After receiving God’s gracious gift, our dear and beloved son, a sincere and outstanding
Torah scholar, wise and straightforward, noble and refined, deeply attached to me at the
soul level (he would have been ready to sacrifice his life for me), after God saw our dire
plight and returned us this dear gift by healing our son from his serious illness, it was
decreed in Heaven a harsh decree, a very bitter one, to take him from from me in 5700
[1939] at the outbreak of the war. On the 12th of Tishrei [October 7,] during the bombing, he
was mortally wounded—he was standing near me. A few days later, on the second day of
Sukkot, the 16th of Tishrei [October 11], he returned his pure and holy soul to his Maker.
Also at that time, my daughter-in-law, his wife, was killed while standing outside the
hospital. That was on the 13th of Tishrei [October 8]. Her name was Gittel, daughter of
Rabbi Shlomo Chaim of Balichav. All hope for myself and my soul both in this world and the
next was aborted with their premature deaths. And my own future in them through their
continued spiritual growth was also destroyed for me. The tragedy is too great to bear—only
You, God, can sustain and encourage me with Your wonders. Kindness is Yours, God, and the
shame is mine—my own misdeeds have brought this on me. Compassionate Father, You
know the heart of a father toward his beloved son. Who besides You knows how broken my
heart is, how crushed is my very being? Nevertheless, | now take courage to thank You for
this precious gift You gave us. You even added nearly four full years to his life after his
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illness. | praise You and extol You for this beloved treasure that You gave us for thirty-one
years. How happy | was then—the sun’s rays dimmed in my eyes compared to the pure
shine | saw in his face. Please, God, have pity on a poor Jew like me. Have mercy on me,
Father and Master! Listen to the petition of my heart, which wallows in pain and sorrow....

Have mercy from now on, God, on each of us and on the Jewish People—grant us only good
things from now on. May | myself be included with all my family and friends among the
Jewish People to receive Your kindness. Grant us right now the eternal redemption, rebirth
of the dead, and a complete physical and spiritual salvation. Amen.
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