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WELCOME TO HADAR’S PROJECT ZUG SHAVUOT COMPANION

Shavuot marks the moment when the Jewish people stood together at Sinai to receive the Torah. 
For generations, Jews have honored this festival by gathering to study—late into the night and 
throughout the holiday, immersing in the sacred texts that shape Jewish life and our vision for a 
world redeemed.

In times of uncertainty and conflict, learning Torah can offer grounding and connection—with other 
people and with our tradition. We made this companion to help you enter that learning, whether with 
a havruta (learning partner) or with members from your Jewish community. 

In the pages that follow, you will find a small sample of sessions from some of our favorite Project Zug 
courses, spanning a wide range of topics. Each of these five text-study sheets is drawn from a longer 
course designed for havruta learning over multiple weeks. We chose these sessions because they 
stand alone as accessible, thought-provoking lessons for people of all Jewish learning backgrounds.

There are many ways this companion can serve as a resource for you and your community this 
Shavuot. Feel free to get creative! Here are a few suggestions from the Project Zug team:

“I’m running a late-night program with my community”

Print copies and leave them in an open Beit Midrash space for a choose-your-own-
adventure learning experience. Anyone who wants to learn in pairs or small groups can pick 
up the packets and choose the topic that most interests them.

“I’m facilitating a session or group discussion”

Use one of the study sheets as the basis for your class. You might learn the sources together 
as a group, or break into havrutot to explore the texts and then come back together for 
discussion.

“I’m planning my own personal learning experience”

Grab a partner and dive in! You can spend an hour exploring a single topic or move through 
several sessions over the course of the night.

Looking to keep the learning going after Shavuot? If you already have a havruta, you can sign up 
anytime to learn a Project Zug course together. If you’d like to be matched with a study partner, 
register during our upcoming Elul Learning Cycle (registration deadline: August 9, 2026), when we 
match learners from around the world. Visit www.projectzug.org to learn more.

We’d love to hear from you! Tell us how you used this companion, or explore bringing  
Project Zug learning to your Jewish community. Email Rabbi Keilah Lebell, Director of Project Zug,  
at lebell@hadar.org.

 !and happy learning חג שמח
Project Zug and the Hadar Institute Team





COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

“To Share or Not to Share: The Torah of Social Media” by Yitzhak Bronstein
How can Jewish wisdom help inform the ways that we communicate with each other 
online? While social media platforms have only been in existence for two decades, 
they raise moral questions that have been familiar to Jewish tradition for many 
centuries. This course will explore a wide range of ethical and legal concepts that 
touch on these questions. Rooting ourselves in Jewish texts, we’ll see firsthand how 
approaching these present-day social dilemmas through a lens of Jewish tradition can 
offer unique insights.

“Money and Power” by Rabbi Avi Strausberg
Power and money introduce tricky dynamics and complicated moral questions into 
professional and personal relationships. In this session, we'll explore the effects 
of influence and how Jewish sources might advise us to respond when navigating 
relationships with power imbalances. When do we speak up and when do we stay 
silent? When do we speak truth to power and when do we flatter to avoid conflict? 
What moral standards should we require from those in power and what happens 
when they fail to meet those standards? 

“Tzedakah: The Jewish Approach to Giving” by Rabbi Elie Kaunfer
Why do you give? How does your Judaism affect your giving habits? This course will 
explore what Judaism has to say about the need to give charity: Who needs to give? 
How much should we give, and to whom?

“The Torah of Music” by Joey Weisenberg 
Music is the soul's native language: a prayer, a divine ladder upon which we climb 
between the Earth and the Heavens. But music also reaches horizontally across our 
social fractures and dogmas and connects us one with the other. Just as it cuts the 
nonsense away from our hearts, music opens our ears so that we can listen to the 
subtle nuances and sacred whispers of the world around us. In every moment, music 
encourages us to ask ourselves: Can we hear the songs that are already being sung by 
all of creation?

“Visiting the Sick: A Talmudic Exploration” by Rabbi Avital Hochstein
Visiting the sick is an important Jewish value. We learned this as children, and yet 
many of us still avoid the actual visit. Illness is complicated for both the one who is 
sick, and for the visitor. What do we say? How long do we stay? Where do we sit? What 
is the real purpose of the visit?




























































