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1. Shemot 24:10-11
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They saw the God of Israel, and beneath
[God’s] feet was like a pavement of sapphire,
like the very sky for purity.

Yet [God] did not raise a hand against the
leaders of the Israelites; they beheld God,
and they ate and drank.

2. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 17a
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A pearlin Rav’s mouth: The World-to-Come
is not like this world. The World-to-Come has
no eating or drinking, nor sexual
reproduction, nor business, nor envy nor
hatred, nor competition. Rather, the
righteous sit with their crowns on their
heads and receive sustenance from the light
of the Shekhinah, as it is stated, They beheld
God, and they ate and drank.
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3. lbn Ezra, Shemot 24:11
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The meaning of they ate and drank, is that
they came down from the mountain
joyously, and they ate the offerings that the
youth had slaugthered, and they drank in
joy. R. Yehudah Halevi said that the meaning
of they ate is that they needed to eat, even
though they received sustenance from the
light of the Shekhinah. And the Torah
mentions this because of Moshe’s surviving
for 40 days and 40 nights without eating, as
it is written in the section after this [and cf
Shemot 34:28].

4. Ramban, Shemot 24:11
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The meaning of they ate and drank is that
they ate there the peace offerings at the
bottom of the mountain, before God, prior to
returning to their tents. Because
peace-offerings require an enclosure; in
Jerusalem, they are eaten within the wall; in
Shiloh, anywhere that could be seen [from
Shiloh]; and here, before the altar at the
base of the mountain, but not in the camp.

5. Tosefta Berakhot 6:2 (ed. Lieberman)
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One who sees crowds says Blessed is the
One wise in mysteries, for their faces are not
alike nor are their minds alike.

When Ben Zoma would see crowds at the
Temple Mount, he would say Blessed is the
One who created all these to serve me. How
hard did Adam the First work, but he could
not taste a single gulp before he sowed, and
plowed, and reaped, and gathered, and
separated, and filtered, and selected, and
ground, and shook, and kneaded, and
baked, and then he ate. But | stand in the
morning and find all this before me.

How hard did Adam the First work, but he
could not wear a garment until he sheared,
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and bleached, and cleaned, and shook
clean, and dyed, and spun, and weaved, and
then he wore. But | stand in the morning and
find all this before me...

And so too Ben Zoma would say, “A good
guest, what do they say? The host should be
remembered well. How many kinds of wine
they brought before us, and how many
pieces of meat they brought before us, and
how many fine loaves they brought before
us! All that they did, they did only for me.
But a bad guest, what do they say? What did
| eat of theirs? | ate some of their bread, |
drank one glass of theirs. All that they did,
they did for their spouse and children...

6. Mei Hashiloah (R. Mordechai Yosef Leiner, 19th c. Poland), Likutei Hashas,

Berakhot 45a
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“Three who ate as one are obligated to
invite.” The point here is like that which we
find in the Talmud (Berkahot 48a) that their
minds are not alike, and their faces are not
alike. And behold, when three eat [together],
then the third sees that there are two
distinct, opposite minds. From this, they
realize that there is a Blessed God, who
created these opposites, and Blessed God is
the one who brings them together, aligning
thoughts, God of the spirits for all flesh...
And so too with regard to zimmun with
three; since there are two distinct [minds],
and therefore the third can recognize fully
[God’s role in bringing them together] and
say “let us bless the One from whose we
ate...
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7. Shem Mishmuel (R. Shmuel Bornsztain, 20th c. Poland), Vayeshev 5672
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Behold, it is known that all the pieces of
holiness that are taken out of the place
where they were ensnared, require
cleansing. Just as in the physical, there are
39 categories of labor, which are 39 repairs
necessary to be elevated by means of
humans. For example, bread requires
cleansing from the waste by means of the
eleven labors of breadmaking, until itis
worthy of being eaten by humans; so too
with the pieces of holiness that are taken out
from the reign of exile, they require
clarification (berur) and cleansing...

And behold, Shabbat is a taste of the World
to Come, and therefore there is no work by
means of self-abnegation on Shabbat, for
Shabbat is not a time of clarification
(bererah), and selecting (borer) is is
forbidden on Shabbat. And so too all 39
labors, as with the physical, so too with the
spiritual. And the service of Shabbat is only
with love, and desire, and clinging, and joy,
and lifting up one’s heart in the ways of
God...
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