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And God Waited

Rabbi Avi Killip - killip@hadar.org

Text 1:

The giving of the Ten Commandments

Tamar Biala
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This is a story of a young woman who was sitting
in synagogue while the Ten Commandments
were being read. The Reader was chanting so
expertly that the young woman felt it was as
though she was hearing them for the first time.
And she was astonished at what she heard, and

her heart became aggrieved.

She asked in her heart, what is the nature of
Remember the Sabbath to hallow it (Exod 20:8),
of which it is said You shall do no work, you and
your son and your daughter, your male slave and
your slave girl and your beast and your sojourner
who is within your gates. (Exod 20:10) - and his
wife, what about her, is she not commanded to

hallow the Sabbath?
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And what is the nature of You shall not covet, of
which it is said, You shall not covet your fellow
man’s wife, or his male slave, or his slave girl, or
his ox, or his donkey, or anything that your fellow
man has. (Exod 20:14. 17) - and his wife, what
about her, did the Torah not command her, too,

not to covet that which is her fellow woman’s?

The young woman was pious, and not until that
day had she had a single foreign musing or
doubt regarding the truth of Torah. At that
moment of questioning, her heart was wrapped
in fear, beating and beating, until she thought
everyone in synagogue could hear its rhythm.
The tears that rose in her throat had the taste of
the deep, and the taste of the sea that drowned
the Egyptians, and she was shaking and aghast,

and her soul fled.

The Holy Blessed One gathered up her soul in
the palm of His hand and was looking and
smiling at her. He said to her, How long have |
waited for you to come and ask me, so that |
might reveal to you that which has been hidden
away with Me for three thousand years! She cast
her eyes downward and asked: Did the Holy
Blessed One not speak with women at Mount
Sinai, and not command them the same things
He commanded men with thunder and

lightning?

iNAXI iTAYI QY0 NYX TAND N?' nNaY Nl
- (v > ,0w) N7 Ux D1 NN NiYl
N'D R NNHY X7 DRD 709 KDY DN NWKRDI

NNV WK TINNY X7v

X7 DI'N MR TV ,AN"D NPT N7y DNINR
NNMKX NN NN NNT NAwnNn Na7 7y nny
qQuynni N7 1710 NN NYY NNIKA .NIN 7Y
NaVIN NN'AY TY ,NdNI N2 DDA N, TNO]
JNIR'9T 717 0'yniv NOdN N 'K DY
QYLI L[N D' DINN DYV ,NINA 17VY NIvnT
yiow o' v

Ml N2 a'n DMXNa 12

LNNYT ANND N7NaNni NTYN ANt Y

75N0n N'NI922 NNNWA KIN N2 WITRN 9ON
37 'MAan Mt ANnd TV N7 nk atnn N2
37 N7 AIXAN AR AN LY 'YpNL RIDNY

Inw 0'97% NWI7WI 17'awa "7xN TN Nn
12T X7 NWURDE Nnwpnl nvan n7'9vn
nIrY X7 NNINE 7''0 N2 KN M2 wITpn

?0'7121 NI DNAaY 12TV DNATA

Page 2 of 6

R3PS




1Ti]
HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

R

The Holy Blessed One lifted up her head and
said, when Moses ascended | commanded him:
And have them make themselves ready for the
third day, for on the third day, God will come
down before all the people on Mount Sinai. (Exod
19:11). Since Moses distanced himself from
women, for he separated from his wife Zipporah,
he brought only men near the mountain, as is
said, And Moses brought the people toward God
from the camp. (Exod 19:17).

And at that time, when Moses heard the
commandments, and there were only men
around him, he heard You shall do no work and
said to himself, “and who will be punished for
doing work, if not the man? And whose are the
slaves and slave girls, chattel and children,
whom he can command to do work, or to rest, if

not the man?”

And so, Moshe wrote the men to keep the
Sabbath, in the masculine pronoun. And
because he was not me’urav ‘im haberiyot,
engaged with people, beriyot, in the feminine,
for he had not been with his wife Zipporah for a
long time, he did not remember that women,
too, have desire, and so he did not include them
in the prohibition not to covet.

The young woman asked The Holy Blessed One,
if so, and Moses who separated from women

could not hear those words which The Holy
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Blessed One ordained for them, will a sage who

has not separated himself be able to hear?

The Holy Blessed One’s countenance became
grave, and he answered her thus: Any beit
midrash that has no women - My word will not

emerge from there whole.
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Text 2:

The Ever-Turning Sword

Tamar Biala
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And He stationed east of the Garden of Eden the
cherubs and the fiery ever-turning sword (Gen

3:24).

Tamar said: For I am nearly limping on my side,

and my pain is with me always (Ps 38:18).

The Holy Blessed One planted Adam in the
Garden of Eden and said: Let the one created in
My image come and do all that | did; work it, as is
said of Me: And God saw all that He had made
(Gen 1:31); guard it, as is said of Me: God protects
the simple (Ps 116: 6); let him not eat of the Tree
of Knowledge, so that he not die, as is said of Me:

And the Lord God truly is a living God (Jer 10:10).
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At the moment that The Holy Blessed One said
to him: do not eat of it (Gen 2:17) - that Adam not
feel - so that he not die. Adam fell silent, and his

soul fell silent too.

The Holy Blessed One said: It is not good for
Adam to be alone, | will make a helping match for
him (Gen 2:18). God fashioned from the ground
all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the
sky and said: Let the one created in My image
come and do all that I did, and give them names,
as is said of Me: And he declared their name
Adam on the day they were created (Gen 5:2).
Adam declared names but did not find a helping
match for himself, and he spiraled downward
and downward into silence until he found

himself in a great crater, alone.
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The Holy Blessed One could not bear to witness
His own suffering reflected back to him. The Holy
Blessed One brought sleep down upon Adam.
Once Adam’s limbs relaxed, The Holy Blessed
One took an ever-turning sword and cut him
along his side. He brought the female side to the
male side and stood from afar to see what would
become of them. And the male side turned to
the female side and said in relief and wonder:
This one, at last, bone of my bone and flesh of my
flesh... this one will be called woman (Gen

2:23-24). And they become one flesh.

And God was left, alone.

And He wailed and beat his heart, For | am nearly
limping on my side, and my pain is with me
always (Ps 38:18). How can |, alone and by
myself, meet my other side? Let the one created
in My image come and do all that I did, draw the
sword and slice me in half and bring the other
side to me... And the Lord God called out to Adam

and said: Where are you? (Gen 3:9).
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And He stationed east of the Garden of Eden the
cherubs and the fiery ever-turning sword (Gen
3:24).
And He waited.
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