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From Birth Pangs of Mashiah to Olam ha-Ba:
The Long and Winding Road to Ge’ulah

R. Avi Killip - Killip@hadar.org
July Learning Seminar 5786/2026

Geulahisn’t an event, it’s a worldview!

Definition of Terms

xan n%iy / Olam ha-Ba
n'uxa / ge'ulah

n'wn / mashiah

109N / Eliyahu

n'wn *72n / hevlei mashiah

ni7a / galut

An Invitation to Dream

1. Leviticus 26:3-13
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(3) If you follow My laws and faithfully observe My
commandments, (4) | will grant your rains in their season,
so that the earth shall yield its produce and the trees of the
field their fruit. (5) Your threshing shall overtake the vintage,
and your vintage shall overtake the sowing; you shall eat
your fill of bread and dwell securely in your land. (6) I will
grant peace in the land, and you shall lie down untroubled
by anyone; | will give the land respite from vicious beasts,
and no sword shall cross your land. (7) You shall give chase

(8) Five of you shall give chase to a hundred, and a hundred
of you shall give chase to ten thousand; your enemies shall

to your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.
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fall before you by the sword. (9) | will look with favor upon 9N |Y' [Yid |YU' oR7X1C :DonN
you, and make you fertile and multiply you; and | will N7) D22in2 2¢n AN HNin UN

maintain My covenant with you. (10) You shall eat old grain | D2?2iN2 "R70NAI"™ :DNX '¢9) 2WaN
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long stored, and you shall have to clear out the old to make
room for the new. (11) | will establish My abode in your
midst, and | will not spurn you. (12) | will be ever presentin
your midst: | will be your God, and you shall be My people.
(13) I the ETERNAL am your God, who brought you out from
the land of the Egyptians to be their slaves no more, who
broke the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect.

2. Sanhedrin 98a X DX ["YTN0 .2
R. Abba said: There is no more revealed end times than this, as NN Yi7 77 I'N INAX 20 NX
it is said, “But you, mountains of Israel, you shall give your XY D DDXIT NKY DTN
branches and bear your fruit for my people Israel” (Ezekiel 'AY7 INYA D1 NN DI
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R. Eliezer says: Even this, as it is said, “Because before those
days, there was no wages for people or animals, and to the one
who goes out and comes back there was no peace from an
oppressor” (Zechariah 8:10).

Promotion motivated worldview: here is something to pray for

3. Berakhot 4b a-TnoM .3
Rabbi Yohanan said: Who is someone who gets the world to D7iYD 12 INT'X ANI* 20 MmN
come? This is the one who attaches ge’ulah to the Ma’ariv N79N7 N7IN3 ANIEN NT — XAN
Amidah. W Y
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Who is Ge’ulah for? Three answers:

1) Ge’ulah is for the Entire World!

Everyone has Justice, everyone knows God, and everyone will get along!

4, Isaiah 11:1-9

TO-'NIN"T IN'YY 4

(1) But a shoot shall grow out of the stump of Jesse, A twig shall
sprout from his stock. (2) The spirit of Gob shall alight upon him:
A spirit of wisdom and insight, A spirit of counsel and valor, A
spirit of devotion and reverence for Gob. (3) He shall sense the
truth by his reverence for Gob: He shall not judge by what his
eyes behold, Nor decide by what his ears perceive. (4) Thus he
shall judge the poor with equity And decide with justice for the
lowly of the land. He shall strike down a land with the rod of his
mouth And slay the wicked with the breath of his lips. (5) Justice
shall be the girdle of his loins, And faithfulness the girdle of his
waist. (6) The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard lie
down with the kid; The calf, the beast of prey, and the fatling
together, with a little child to herd them. (7) The cow and the
bear shall graze, Their young shall lie down together; And the
lion, like the ox, shall eat straw. (8) A babe shall play Over a
viper’s hole, And an infant pass its hand Over an adder’s den. (9)
In all of My sacred mount Nothing evil or vile shall be done; For
the land shall be filled with devotion to GoD As water covers the
sea.
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5. Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 12:4-5
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The Sages and the prophets did not yearn for the
Messianic era in order to have dominion over the entire
world, to rule over the gentiles, to be exalted by the
nations, or to eat, drink, and celebrate. Rather, they
desired to be free to involve themselves in Torah and
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wisdom without any pressures or disturbances, so that
they would merit the world to come, as explained in
hilkhot teshuvah. In that era, there will be neither famine
or war, envy or competition for good will flow in
abundance and all the delights will be freely available as
dust. The occupation of the entire world will be solely to

know God.

Therefore, the Jews will be great sages and know the
hidden matters, grasping the knowledge of their Creator
according to the full extent of human potential, as Isaiah
11:9 states: “The world will be filled with the knowledge of
God as the waters cover the ocean bed.”
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2) Ge’ulah is for the entire Jewish people!

The Exodus story as THE redemption of our people.

6. Exodus 6:6-7

7121 NINY .6

(6) Say, therefore, to the Israelite people: | am Gob. | will free
you from the labors of the Egyptians and deliver you from
their bondage. | will redeem you with an outstretched arm
and through extraordinary chastisements. (7) And | will take
you to be My people, and | will be your God. And you shall
know that I, the ETERNAL, am your God who freed you from the
labors of the Egyptians.
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7. Exodus 15:11-13

A7=R7170 Ning L7

like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, working

them. (13) In Your love You lead the people You redeemed; in
Your strength You guide them to Your holy abode.

(11) Who is like You, O ETERNAL One, among the celestials; Who is

wonders! (12) You put out Your right hand, the earth swallowed
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3) Ge’ulahis Personal

God is Jacob’s Personal Redeemer

8. Genesis 48:16

T70:N"N N'UXH1 .8

The angel who has redeemed me from all harm—bless the
lads. In them may my name be recalled, and the names of my
fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they be teeming
multitudes upon the earth.

NN ! V1 720 DK KA X700
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9. Psalms 19:14-15

1”0-T:0"' 0'9nN .9

(14) and from willful sins keep Your servant; let them not
dominate me; then shall | be blameless and clear of grave offense.
(15) May the words of my mouth and the prayer of my heart be
acceptable to You, O ETERNAL One, my Rock and my Redeemer.
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Hasidut loves this idea of personal redemption...

Sefat Emet, Vayikra, Passover, 5637 (1877)
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The matter of the Exodus from Egypt and the subsequent Splitting
of the Sea, as it is written, "From the straits | called to the
Lord..."—this refers to the Exodus from Egypt.

The explanation is that after there has been redemption from
constriction—whether on the collective level or on the individual
level—every Jew must then expand himself, directing his entire
soul toward God. For the redemption is merely a preparation for
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divine service.

This is the meaning of the verse, "The Lord brought [the children of
Israel] out according to their hosts"—the essential purpose of the
Exodus was so that we might accept upon ourselves the yoke of
serving the Creator and be called "the hosts of the Lord."

Likewise it is written, "Praise, O servants of the Lord"—and no
longer servants of Pharaoh, as explained above. For the entire
redemption was in order that we should accept the yoke of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Similarly, it is written, "When you bring the
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

ratzon). To the extent that a person then accepts upon himself the
sovereignty of Heaven, that acceptance endures and remains
established.

[It is possible that this is the secret of placing the blessing of
redemption immediately before the Amidah prayer (semikhat
ge'ulah le-tefillah). Reflect on this well.]

After redemption, therefore, there is an especially favorable time (et
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When Is Ge’ulah Coming? Three Answers:

1) At some point in the future that we haven’t reached yet..

When things are very bad, Mashiach is near!

10. Sanhedrin 98a

N 1”X 197130 .10

R. Yohanan said: If you see a generation that is continuously
getting worse, wait for him! As it is said, “The poor people You
will save” (2 Samuel 22:28).

R. Yohanan said: If you see a generation that great troubles come
upon it like a river, wait for him! As it is said, “When trouble
comes like ariver, the spirit of God drives it” (Isaiah 59:19), and
next to it, “a redeemer will come to Zion” (59:20).
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And R. Yohanan said: The son of David will only come in a N2 1772 X 301 727 0K
generation that is entirely innocent or entirely guilty. 1912 18 ,’R31 17190 7172 KPR
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In a generation that is entirely innocent—as it is written, “and
your people are all righteous; forever they shall inherit the land”
(60:21).

In a generation that is entirely guilty—as it is written, “God say
there was no man, and was astonished there was no intercessor”
(59:16), and it is written, “For My own sake i will do it” (48:11).

Arecent Joke....

The “Heimish Humor” social media account captured this fatalistic feeling in a joke: One person asks
how the new Iran agreement sounds, and the other responds, “Hashem is in control of the world,” to
which the first replies, “Wow, that bad?”

2) Ge’ulahis a posture perpetual waiting

11. Modim, Weekday Amidah Prayer 2In 79 ATy ,axTIN 1
(You are) The Beneficent One— for Your compassion is never N7 D 0D MmO 17 N D
withheld; And (You are) the Merciful One— for Your kindliness never 17 124 0Y%iyn 370N 1AN
ceases; we have always waited/hoped/yearned for You.

12. Habakkuk 2:3 a: p1p7an 12
For there is still a vision for a time, and he breathes of the end 272! N71 Yi7'7 N9 TyinY jitn Tiy 2
and does not lie—if he is slow, wait for him, because he will N7 N2! X272_i7 nan Aapnnn' ox
surely come, he will not delay! DX
13. Sanhedrin 97b a7y "TI0 .13
What is “And he breathes (veyafei’ah) of the end, and does not 20 AR 77272 N7 YR'? N9Y” RN
lie”? R. Shmuel bar Nahmani said that R. Yonatan said: Let JM3i 127 MX 'MN) N2 YRINY
those who calculate the ends swell up (tippah), for they say, DY, I'¥'7 "2WNR 7Y [Ny NN
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“Since the end time has arrived but he hasn’t come, he will not
come at all.” Rather, wait for him! As it is said, “If he is slow,

wait for him!” Lest you say, “We are waiting but he is not
waiting?” That’s why the verse says, “Therefore, God will wait
to be gracious to you, therefore God will be exalted to have
mercy on you” (Isaiah 30:18).

But since we wait and he waits, what is preventing it!? The
attribute of judgment is preventing it.

But since the attribute of judgment is preventing it, why are we
waiting!? In order to receive reward, as it is said, “Happy are all
who wait for him” (30:18).
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14. Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 12:2

D' nYa NN mawn .14
2:2”' NNl

There are some Sages who say that Eliyahu’s coming will
precede the coming of the mashiah. All these and similar
matters cannot be definitely known by man until they occur for
these matters are undefined in the prophets’ words and even
the wise men have no established tradition regarding these
matters except their own interpretation of the verses.
Therefore, there is a controversy among them regarding these
matters. Regardless of the debate concerning these questions,
neither the order of the occurrence of these events or their
precise detail are among the fundamental principles of the
faith. A person should not occupy himself with the aggadot and
homiletics concerning these and similar matters, nor should
one consider them as essentials, for study of them will neither

bring fear or love of God.

Similarly, one should not try to determine the end times. Our
Sages declared: “Let the spirits of those who calculate the ends
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swell up!” Rather, one should await and believe in the general

conception of the matter as explained.

3) Ge’ulahis already here!

Nothing will change

15. Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 12:1

o npYN ,NIM favn .15
‘N:2”' ninn'mi

Do not presume that in the messianic age any facet of the
world’s nature will change or there will be innovations in the
work of creation. Rather, the world will continue according to
its pattern.

Although Isaiah 11:6 states: “The wolf will dwell with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the young goat,” these words
are a metaphor and a parable. The interpretation of the
prophecy is as follows: Israel will dwell securely together with
the wicked Gentiles who are likened to a wolf and a leopard, as
in the prophecy Jeremiah 5:6: “A wolf from the wilderness
shall spoil them and a leopard will stalk their cities.” They will
all return to the true faith and no longer steal or destroy.
Rather, they will eat permitted food at peace with Israel as
Isaiah 11:7 states: “The lion will eat straw like an ox.”

Similarly, other messianic prophecies of this nature are
metaphors. In the messianic era, everyone will realize which
matters were implied by these metaphors and which allusions
they contained.
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Ge’ulah is cyclical
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Bereshit Rabbah 2:4 T2 DAY N'UXI
Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish interpreted the verses regarding the N7 N9 W77 A jivny 2N
[four] kingdoms. Niv722
“The earth was emptiness” - this is the Babylonian kingdom, as ;732 73 AT 10D AN YIRA

NX M'XY (02,7 ) MXIY
AT NANIYIRD

itis stated: “I have seen the land, and behold, it was emptiness
and disorder” (Jeremiah 4:23).

“And disorder [vavohu]” - this is the Median kingdom, [as it is _
(7,1 noK) TR N3 DT L4NAl

stated:] “They hastened [vayavhilu] to bring Haman” (Esther 100 T DY 490

6:14).

N'WNNY LIt NM7a T YN
“And darkness”- this is the Greek kingdom, which darkened DTN YK 79 DY
Israel’s eyes with their edicts, as they used to say to them: ‘Write | |37 2y 12an> ,007 NNIX NN'DY
on the horn of a bull that you have no portion in the God of MR 770 D)7 'RY iYn
Israel’ N UL
“Upon the face of the depths” - this is the evil kingdom [Edom], NN Ni73 AT ,0inD 19 7Y

in3 AN D7 I'RY ,NYY0
i'7 |'* DTN DINAD NN ,DiINAN
12 DWW QX N

which cannot be calculated, like the depths; just as the depths
cannot be calculated, so is it with [the wickedness of] the
wicked.

2¢ in0 DT ,NONIMN DX NN

“And the spirit of God was hovering” - this is the spirit of the DN AXT NN XD NN 370

messianic king, as it says: “The spirit of the Lord will rest upon

(2, nwe)
him” (Isaiah 11:2).
Ge’ulah is Shabbat
16. Bereishit Rabbah 17:5 NI D2 N'wxNl .16
R. Hanina bar Yitzhak said: There are three unripe fruits: [0 Ni7201 U7¢ MmN PRy’ 12 XN 20
the unripe fruit of death is sleep; the unripe fruit of .0i70 ,NNI1) N2 .MY NN N3
prophecy is dream; the unripe fruit of olam ha-ba is -NAY .XaN 07y N3
Shabbat NN N30 ,|'MA Tiy q'oin 12N 20
R. Abin added two more: The unripe fruit of the upper light 7¢ RN N7 .ARN 7373 ,ﬁ'?lm:'d}
.NMin ,N72un
is the sun wheel; the unripe fruit of upper wisdom is Torah. WAL
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17. Berakhot 57b

2 1773 nPM .17

Three matters are similar to olam ha-ba, and
they are: Shabbat, the sun, and sex.

UNY N2y ;D 178 K20 D77 |'yn nYY

Umunj

Ge’ulah is now!

18. Ketubot 111b

2 N nund .18

“And of the blood of the grape you drank foaming wine”
(Deuteronomy 32:14). They said: This world is not like olam
ha-ba. In this world, there is the trouble of harvesting and
treating. In olam ha-ba they will bring one grape on a wagon
or a ship, putitin the corner of their house, and it will be
enough for a large wine cask, and its wood will be lit for
cooking. There will not be no grapes that contain less than
thirty kegs of wine.
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18b. Shabbat 30b:9-11

N7'-70:1 7 Y

In matters of Torah, what is the case with regard to which the verse said
that one should respond to a fool’s folly? As in the case where Rabban
Gamliel was sitting and he interpreted a verse homiletically: (In the
future, in the World-to-Come) a woman will give birth every day, as it
says: “The woman with child and her that gives birth together”
(Jeremiah 31:7), explaining that birth will occur on the same day as
conception. A certain student scoffed at him and said: (That cannot be,
as it has already been stated) “There is nothing new under the sun”
(Ecclesiastes 1:9). Rabban Gamliel said to him: Come and | will show
you an example of this in this world. He took him outside and showed

him a chicken (that lays eggs every day.)

And furthermore: Rabban Gamliel sat and interpreted a verse
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homiletically: In the future (in the World-to-Come) trees will produce
fruits every day, as it is stated: “And it shall bring forth branches and
bear fruit” (Ezekiel 17:23); just as a branch grows every day, so too, fruit
will be produced every day. A certain student scoffed at him and said:
Isn’tit written: There is nothing new under the sun? He said to him:
Come and | will show you an example of this in this world. He went
outside and showed him a caper bush (part of which is edible during
each season of the year).

And furthermore: Rabban Gamliel sat and interpreted a verse
homiletically: In the future, the World-to-Come, Eretz Yisrael will
produce cakes and fine wool garments that will grow in the ground, as
itis stated: “Let abundant grain be in the land.” A certain student
scoffed at him and said: There is nothing new under the sun. He said to
him: Come and | will show you an example in this world. He went

outside and showed him truffles and mushrooms (which emerge from
the earth over the course of a single night and are shaped like a loaf of
bread.) And with regard to wool garments, he showed him the covering
of a heart of palm, a young palm branch, which is wrapped in a thin
net-like covering.
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Let’s start with small kindness

19. Is the World Redeemable? Contra Redemption by Paul Mendes-Flohr

“Yet, | would agree with [John] Passmore that the consequences of these vision of redemption

‘have invariably been catastrophic for individual liberty and responsibility in private, social,
economic, and political life.. .this faith induced a quietistic detachment from the immediate affairs

of the world; if you will, a catatonic political paralysis.”

“In his monumental novel, Life and Fate, the Russian author Vasily Grossman alerts us to the

horrific price humanity has paid for entertaining messianic fantasies of redeeming the world...
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‘Human history is not the battle of good struggling to overcome evil. It is a battle fought by a great
evil struggling to crush a small kernel of human kindness [...] everyday human kindness: The
kindness of an old woman carrying a piece of bread to a prisoner; the kindness of a soldier
allowing a wounded enemy to drink from his water-flask; the kindness of youth towards age’ the
kindness of a peasant hiding an old Jew in his loft; the kindness of a prison guard who risks his own
liberty to pass on letter written by a prisoner not to his ideological comrades, but to his wife and
mother; the private kindness of one individual towards another, a petty, thoughtless kindness; an
unwitnessed kindness. Something we could call senseless kindness: A kindness outside any system

of social or religious good.”

| Wasn’t One of the Six Million: And What Is My Life Span?

Section 7, Open Closed Open
By Yehuda Amichai Translated By Chana Bloch
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| believe with perfect faith that at this very moment
millions of human beings are standing at crossroads
and intersections, in jungles and deserts,

showing each other where to turn, what the right way is,
which direction. They explain exactly where to go,

what is the quickest way to get there, when to stop

and ask again. There, over there. The second

turnoff, not the first, and from there left or right,

near the white house, by the oak tree.

They explain with excited voices, with a wave of the hand
and a nod of the head: There, over there,

not that there, the other there,

as in some ancient rite. This too is a new religion.

| believe with perfect faith at this very moment.
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