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Psalms 94 T°X DTN
(1) God of retribution, LORD, God of retribution, :Y'9in NinR) 7% NNt Ninza~7x (K)
appear! 01 2Yn YIRD VY KYIN (2)

(2) Rise up, judge of the earth, give the arrogant their
deserts!

(3) How long shall the wicked, O LORD, how long
shall the wicked exult,

(4) shall they utter insolent speech, shall all evildoers
vaunt themselves?

(5) They crush Your people, O LORD, they afflict Your
very own;

(6) they kill the widow and the stranger; they murder
the fatherless,

(7) thinking, “The LORD does not see it, the God of
Jacob does not pay heed.”

(8) Take heed, you most brutish people; fools, when
will you get wisdom?

(9) Shall He who implants the ear not hear, He who
forms the eye not see?

(10) Shall He who disciplines nations not punish, He
who instructs men in knowledge?

(11) The LORD knows the designs of men to be futile.
(12) Happy is the man whom You discipline, O LORD,
the man You instruct in Your teaching,

(13) to give him tranquility in times of misfortune,
until a pit be dug for the wicked.
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(14) For the LORD will not forsake His people;

He will not abandon His very own.

(15) Judgment shall again accord with justice and all
the upright shall rally to it.

(16) Who will take my part against evil men? Who will
stand up for me against wrongdoers?

(17) Were not the LORD my help, | should soon dwell
in silence.

(18) When | think my foot has given way, Your
faithfulness, O LORD, supports me.

(19) When | am filled with cares, Your assurance
soothes my soul.

(20) Shall the seat of injustice be Your partner, that
frames mischief by statute?

(21) They band together to do away with the
righteous; they condemn the innocent to death.

(22) But the LORD is my haven; my God is my
sheltering rock.

(23) He will make their evil recoil upon them,
annihilate them through their own wickedness; the
LORD our God will annihilate them.
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Deuteronomy 33:2

(2) He said: The Lord came from Sinai, And shone
upon them from Seir; [God] appeared from Mount
Paran, And approached from Ribeboth-kodesh,
Lightning flashing at them from [God’s] right.
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Psalms 28:7

(7) The LORD is my strength and my shield; my
heart trusts in Him. | was helped, and my heart
exulted, so | will glorify Him with my song.
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Deuteronomy 10:18

(18) but upholds the cause of the fatherless and the
widow, and befriends the stranger, providing food

and clothing.
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Deuteronomy 14:29

(29) Then the [family of the] Levite, who has
no hereditary portion as you have, and the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow in
your settlements shall come and eat their
fill, so that your God The Lord may bless you
in all the enterprises you undertake.
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Isaiah 1:17

(17) Learn to do good. Devote yourselves to
justice; Aid the wronged.Uphold the rights of
the orphan; Defend the cause of the widow.
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Proverbs 3:11-12

(11) Do not reject the discipline of the LORD,
my son; Do not abhor His rebuke.

(12) For whom the LORD loves, He rebukes,
As a father the son whom he favors.
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Job 5:17

(17) See how happy is the man whom God
reproves; Do not reject the discipline of the
Almighty.
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Proverbs 26:27 31" "7wn
(27) He who digs a pit will fall in it, YR YN X 7231 7i9' na nnynnd (1)
And whoever rolls a stone, it will roll back on
him.
Proverbs 28:10 :n”d “7un
(10) He who misleads the upright into an evil 2i9-NIN ININYA VY T2 (D7 nawin ()
course Will fall into his own pit, 22i07170) Dmmnd
But the blameless will prosper.
Proverbs 28:18 n~:n”> *“7un
(18) He who lives blamelessly will be NNXA 7i9' DT Wyl VY omn 7in (')

delivered, But he who is crooked in his ways
will fall all at once.

Erich Zenger, God of Vengeance (1996), p. 79

As poetic prayers, the psalms of vengeance are a passionate clinging to God when everything
really speaks against God. For that reason they can rightly be called psalms of zeal, to the
extent that in them passion for God is aflame in the midst of the ashes of doubt about God
and despair over human beings. These psalms are the expression of a longing that evil, and
evil people, may not have the last word in history, for this world and its history belong to God.
Thus, to use theological terminology, these psalms are realized theodicy: they affirm God by
surrendering the last word to God . They give to God not only their lament about their
desperate situation, but also the right to judge the originators of that situation. They leave
everything in God’s hands, even feelings of hatred and aggression.

These psalms do not arise from the well-tempered psychological state of people from whom
every scrap of sensitivity and emotion has been driven out. On the contrary, they are serious
about the fundamental biblical conviction that in prayer we may say everything, literally

everything, if only we say it to God, who is our father and mother.
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