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Loving the Stranger-Sojourner (Ger):

The Torah’s Moral Revolution Then and Now

Rabbi Shai Held - held@hadar.org
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1. Rashi, Shemot 22:20
Wherever the word ger occurs in Scriptures it signifies a person who was not born in that land,
but has rather come from another country to sojourn there.
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2. Exodus 23:9
*You shall not oppress a stranger for you know the feelings of the stranger, having yourselves
been strangers in the land of Egypt.
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3. Leviticus 19:33-34

3When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him. *The stranger who
resides with you shall be to you as one of your native-born; you shall love him as yourself, for
you were strangers in the land of Egypt: | the Lord am your God.
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4. Deuteronomy 10:17-19

"For the Lord your God is God supreme and Lord supreme, the great, the mighty, and the
awesome God, who shows no favor and takes no bribe, **but upholds the cause of the
fatherless and the widow, and loves the stranger, providing him with food and clothing. **You
too must love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

'O~N’N NINY .5
42AN DIXYI 1) 7RW' 12 DY NIN iRy IR MK qoirnR YR AWK DN wTnt)'m o 8
” Coir J T 3 FEUE) Y A " v Y ) 0y = 1 By t) ATd rr Ol IT)'!-

5. Exodus 1:8-9
A new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. °And he said to his people, “Look, the
Israelite people are much too numerous for us.
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6. Genesis 12:10-20

“There was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the
famine was severe in the land. 'As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I
know what a beautiful woman you are. *If the Egyptians see you, and think, ‘She is his wife,
they will kill me and let you live. *Please say that you are my sister, that it may go well with
me because of you, and that | may remain alive thanks to you.”

Page 2 of 5

TS



1Ti]
HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

“When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw how very beautiful the woman was.
>Pharaoh’s courtiers saw her and praised her to Pharaoh, and the woman was taken into
Pharaoh’s palace. *And because of her, it went well with Abram; he acquired sheep, oxen,
donkeys, male and female slaves, jennies, and camels. *'But GOD afflicted Pharaoh and his
household with mighty plagues on account of Sarai, the wife of Abram.

¥*Pharaoh sent for Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me! Why did you not tell me
that she was your wife? *Why did you say, ‘She is my sister, so that | took her as my wife?

Now, here is your wife; take her and begone!” *°And Pharaoh put some men in charge of him,
and they sent him off with his wife and all that he possessed.
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7. Genesis 19:1-9

'The two angels arrived in Sodom in the evening, as Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom.
When Lot saw them, he rose to greet them and, bowing low with his face to the ground, *he
said, “Please, my lords, turn aside to your servant’s house to spend the night, and bathe your
feet; then you may be on your way early.” But they said, “No, we will spend the night in the
square.” *But he urged them strongly, so they turned his way and entered his house. He
prepared a feast for them and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.

*They had not yet lain down, when the townsmen, the men of Sodom—young and old, the
whole entire body—gathered about the house. >And they shouted to Lot and said to him,
“Where are the ones who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may be intimate
with them.” ®So Lot went out to them to the entrance, shut the door behind him, "and said, “I
beg you, my friends, do not commit such a wrong. ®Look, | have two daughters who have not
known a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you please; but do
not do anything to the others, since they have come under the shelter of my roof.” °But they
said, “Stand back! The fellow,” they said, “came here as an alien, and already he acts the ruler!
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Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” And they pressed hard against the
man—against Lot—and moved forward to break the door.
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8. Exodus 22:21-23

2You shall not ill-treat any widow or orphan. #If you do mistreat them, | will heed their outcry
as soon as they cry out to Me, **and My anger shall blaze forth and I will put you to the sword,
and your own wives shall become widows and your children orphans.
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9. Deuteronomy 23:16-17

'®You shall not turn over to his master a slave who seeks refuge with you from his master. *'He
shall live with you in any place he may choose among the settlements in your midst, wherever
he pleases; you must not ill-treat him.
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10. Leviticus 25:23
But the land must not be sold beyond reclaim, for the land is Mine; you are but strangers
resident with Me.
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11. Devarim 17:18-19
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¥When he is seated on his royal throne, he shall have a copy of this Teaching written for him
on a scroll by the levitical priests. ’Let it remain with him and let him read in it all his life, so
that he may learn to revere the ETERNAL his God, to observe faithfully every word of this
Teaching as well as these laws.
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