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Biblical Theology in a Time of Climate

Emergency
Part Il: The Cosmic Chorus

Rabbi Shai Held - held@hadar.org

Scholars and thinkers | quoted last week:
Theodore Hiebert

[ ]

e Richard Middleton

e Lynn White

e Sibley Towner

e Richard Bauckham

e John Haught

e R.Joseph Soloveitchik

Additional scholars and thinkers | will mention today:

e Ellen Davis

Richard Clifford

Nancy deClaisse-Walford
Robert Alter

Craig Broyles
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Psalm 148
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'Hallelujah.

Praise the LORD from the heavens;

praise Him on high.

?Praise Him, all His angels,

praise Him, all His hosts.

3Praise Him, sun and moon,

praise Him, all bright stars.

*Praise Him, highest heavens,

and you waters that are above the heavens.
> Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for it was He who commanded that they be
created.

®He made them endure forever,

establishing an order that shall never change.

"Praise the LORD, O you who are on earth,
all sea monsters and ocean depths,

&fire and hail, snow and smoke,

storm wind that executes His command,
%all mountains and hills,

all fruit trees and cedars,

a1l wild and tamed beasts,

creeping things and winged birds,

all kings and peoples of the earth,

all princes of the earth and its judges,
2youths and maidens alike,

old and young together.

B et them praise the name of the LORD,
for His name, His alone, is sublime;

His splendor covers heaven and earth.
“He has exalted the horn of His people
for the glory of all His faithful ones,
Israel, the people close to Him.
Hallelujah.
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Supplemental Sources

1. Psalm 150:6

Let all that breathes praise the LORD. Hallelujah.
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2. Genesis 1:7

God made the expanse,
and it separated the water which was below the expanse
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from the water which was above the expanse. And it was so.
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3. Psalm 74:13

it was You who drove back the sea with Your might,
who smashed the heads of the monsters in the waters...
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4, Isaiah 51:9-10

It was you that dried up the Sea,
The waters of the great deep;
That made the abysses of the Sea
Aroad the redeemed might walk.
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5. Genesis 1:21

God created the great sea monsters,

and all the living creatures of every kind that creep,
which the waters brought forth in swarms,

and all the winged birds of every kind.

And God saw that this was good.
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6. Terence Fretheim, “Nature’s Praise of God in the Psalms,” Ex Auditu 3 (1987), p. 16-30

“The listing together of the creatures suggests both individuality and complementarity in praising.
Each entity has its own distinctiveness in its praising according to its intrinsic capacity and fitness,
with varying degrees of complexity. But each is also part of the one world of God contributing to the
whole. The model of the symphony orchestra comes to mind. Ecological considerations are
immediately present, for if one member of the orchestra is incapacitated or missing altogether, the
scope, complexity and intensity of the praise will be less than what it might be. Ecological sensitivity is
for the sake of the praise of God and the witness it entails, indeed for God's own possibilities in the
world (p. 23).

God is not only a God of history; God is also a God of nature. Or, to put it in other terms, God is as active
in the history of nature as God is in the history of humankind; from God's perspective we have to do
with one history and one world (p. 26).

Inarticulateness does not disqualify one from praise. At the human level one thinks of praise offered by
those who dance or play musical instruments (p. 27).

Because nature is not fallen as human beings are, though human sin has disrupted the natural order, it
witnesses to the reality of God in ways more constant than human beings do. The heavens do
proclaim the glory of God. The praise called for in Psalm 148 is the revelation spoken of in Psalm 19
and elsewhere. The fact that we do not recognize this as often as we should roots the problem of
recognition in human beings rather than in the natural order. The problem is in our seeing and
hearing, and perhaps most of all in our alienation from the nonhuman... The nonhuman world may ...
be thought of as models of praise. To put it in the words of a contemporary hymn: "Stars and sun
obediently shine ... so we too should be voicing our love and rejoicing." The integration of the human
and nonhuman in Psalm 148 may well carry some of this understanding. Human beings should be
praising as nonhuman entities do (pp. 27-28).

From a negative perspective, what human beings do in their sinfulness affects adversely the
possibilities for praise on the part of the natural entities. Human sinfulness can have an adverse effect
on the ability of the natural orders truly to be themselves. To use a contemporary illustration, the
heavens proclaim the glory of God with less clarity on a smoggy day in Los Angeles than on other days

(p. 29).
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The integration of heavenly, human, and nonhuman language in Psalm 148 may well recognize this
interconnectedness of praise possibilities. That s, it is only as all creatures of God together join in the
chorus of praise that the elements of the natural order or human beings witness to God as they ought.
Hence, to call upon the elements of the natural order to praise God within a human worship context
(Psalm 148 implies the call of a worship leader) contains an implicit call to human beings to relate to
the natural orders in such a way that nature's praise might show forth with greater clarity. As we have
seen, ecological activity is directly related to nature's praise possibilities. That is, by the way in which
human beings relate to ecological matters they can enhance or inhibit nature's response to God's call
(p. 29).

God is enthroned not simply on the praises of Israel; God is enthroned on the praises of all his
creatures. The realization of the kingship of God in the universe is dependent upon this creationwide
praise (p. 29).
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