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Attunement, Not Submission:

Reflections on Teaching Halakhah

Rabbi Ethan Tucker - tucker@hadar.org
Outline
I.  Opening Reflections-Setting the Context
Il.  Five Insights / Principles

A. Careful Reading and Fluency
a. Avoiding mistakes is a matter of respect
b. Accuracy is a portal to intellectual precision
¢. Fluency (rightly) commands respect
d. Stubborn analysis yields unexpected possibilities
B. Multivocality and Versatility
a. More than one way to think / More than one way to read
b. They, not it; displaying seriousness by listening to all voices
c. Therange of positions is often astounding-are you listening?
d. An “incomplete”, but rich system
C. Accountability, Not Obedience
a. Wearen’t voting, we are holding ourselves accountable
b. Accountability charts as a key to deep, responsible learning
c. Accountability flows from multivocality
D. History Matters
a. Locating textsin an intellectual-and geographic-context yields understanding
b. Learning to listen for “silence”
E. Religious Meaning and Purpose
a. Halakhic texts are about something
b. Longterm, all decisions reflect values
¢. Halakhah meets people in their lives; when we teach it, we must remember that

ll.  Conclusion-Q&A
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Sources
1. Vayikra Rabbah 23:4
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2. Ketubot 60a
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e According to R. Marinos, someone suffering from a heart condition can suckle
from an animal (to get fresh milk) on Shabbat.

e Thereason: Suckling from an animal is not really the melakhah of mefarek
(separating one thing out from another); it is only a rabbinically forbidden
action; the rabbis did not extend their prohibitions to cases of pain.

e The halakhah follows this view.

% Itis permitted to violate rabbinic restrictions on Shabbat (at least if they are

done in a backhanded way) for those in (full-body) pain. A Jew can never
violate Shabbat to ease someone’s pain when their life is not at risk.
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3. Ramban, Torat Ha’adam, Sha’ar Hamihush
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e The gemara should be read as saying that this Biblically forbidden action is
being done in an unusual way.

% Itis permitted for Jews to perform a melakhah on Shabbat in an unusual way in
order to relieve (full-body) pain.

4, Positions on the defilement of kohanim in our day

> Semag: There is no real force to this mitzvah any more

> Ra’avad: There are no real consequences for this mitzvah any more

> R. Tam: One may defile oneself in cases of need on the same day on
which one was already defiled

> Tur: One may defile oneself to others while in an active state of
defilement

> Rambam: All additional acts of defilement are always forbidden

5. Sanhedrin 17a
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6. SA/Rema Yoreh Deah 113:7
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Sample Accountability Chart

Rambam

Yereim

Speaking politely and
deferentially to a
transgressing parent
(Kiddushin)

Fits his theory:
Children are obligated to
honor even sinning parents

Just because you are
exempt from honoring your
parents doesn’t mean you
need to be crass and
impolite

Children do not beat or
curse parents, even as
agents of the court
(Sanhedrin)

Fits his theory:
Children are obligated to
honor even sinning parents

Just because children are
exempt from honoring
transgressing parents
doesn’t mean the court

chooses them as bailiffs

No need to return an item
that signifies a
transgression of interest in
order to save an
unrepentant parent’s
honor

(Bava Kama)

There is a local exception
to honoring a sinning
parent in the case of

spending money to avoid
the dishonor that will

result if the child is passive

Fits his theory:
There is no obligation to
honor sinning parents as

long as they do not repent

One s not liable for the
death penalty for beating
one’s transgressing parent
(Yevamot)

Children should honor
their transgressing parents,
but we do not hold them
liable if they don’t

Fits his theory:
There is no obligation to
honor sinning parents as

long as they do not repent
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