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Putting the Akeidah on Trial

Exhibit A—Child Sacrifice is Wrong!
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Deuteronomy 12:29-31

When the Lord your God cuts off the nations whose land you are coming to possess, and you
dispossess them and dwell in their land — take care lest you be ensnared following them,
after they have been destroyed before you, and lest you inquire after their gods, saying: How
did these nations serve their gods? | will do likewise. You shall not do so to the Lord your God,
for every abomination that the Lord hates they did for their gods — for they even burned their
sons and their daughters in fire for their gods.
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Jeremiah 19:4-5

Because they have forsaken Me and made this place strange, and burned incense in it to other
gods whom they did not know — they, their ancestors, and the kings of Judah — and they
have filled this place with the blood of the innocent; and they built the high places of Baal to
burn their sons in fire as burnt offerings to Baal, which I did not command and did not
speak, and which never entered My mind.
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Exhibit B—Avraham Passed this Test!
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Genesis 22:16-18

And He said: By Myself | swear, declares the Lord, that because you have done this thing and
have not withheld your son, your only one — | will greatly bless you and greatly multiply your
seed, as the stars of the heavens and as the sand on the shore of the sea, and your seed shall
inherit the gate of its enemies; and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed through your
seed, because you heeded My voice.
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Judges 11:30-32, 34-40

And Yiftah made a vow to the Lord and said: If You will indeed give the children of Ammon into
my hand — then whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me when I return in
peace from the children of Ammon shall belong to the Lord, and | will offer it up as a burnt
offering. And Yiftach crossed over to the children of Ammon to fight against them, and the
Lord gave them into his hand.

...And Yiftach came to Mitzpah to his house, and behold — his daughter was coming out to
meet him with timbrels and with dancing, and she was his only child; he had no other son or
daughter. And it came to pass when he saw her that he tore his garments and said: Alas, my
daughter — you have brought me very low and you have become my trouble, for | have
opened my mouth to the Lord and | cannot turn back. And she said to him: My father, you
have opened your mouth to the Lord — do to me as it came out of your mouth, after the Lord
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has wrought vengeance for you from your enemies, from the children of Ammon. And she said
to her father: Let this thing be done for me: leave me alone for two months, and | will go and
descend upon the mountains and weep over my virginity, | and my companions. And he said:
Go. And he sent her away for two months, and she went — she and her companions — and
wept over her virginity upon the mountains. And it came to pass at the end of two months
that she returned to her father, and he did to her his vow which he had vowed, and she had
not known a man. And it became a statute in Israel: From year to year the daughters of Israel
would go to lament the daughter of Yiftach the Gileadite, four days in the year.

™-12,22 0'Mm

-----

Il Kings 3:26-27

And the king of Moab saw that the battle was too strong for him, and he took with him seven
hundred men who drew the sword to break through to the king of Edlom, but they could not.
And he took his firstborn son who would have reigned in his place and offered him up as a
burnt offering upon the wall. And there was great wrath against Israel, and they departed from
him and returned to their land.
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Micah 6:6-8

With what shall | come before the Lord, bow before God on high? Shall | come before Him with
burnt offerings, with yearling calves?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall |
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my womb for the sin of my soul?

He has told you, O man, what is good — and what the Lord requires of you: only to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.
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Exhibit C—Avraham’s Actions are not a Model for Us
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Sifrei Devarim, Parashat Shoftim, Piska 148

Rabbi Yosi says: Elazar my son says there are three things stated in it — "which | did not
command": in the Torah; "and did not speak": in the Ten Commandments; "and which never
entered My mind": that a person would offer his son upon the altar.

Others say: "Which | did not command" — referring to Yiftach; "and did not speak" — referring
to Mesha king of Moab; "and which never entered My mind" — that Abraham would offer his
son upon the altar.
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Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, Part Il, Chapter 45

The eleventh degree is that a person should see an angel speaking with him in a vision — as
with Abraham at the time of the Binding. This, in my view, is the highest of the prophetic
degrees attested in the texts regarding those in whom it occurred.

Exhibit D—Invoking the Akeidah in Prayer
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Kabbalat Ol Malkhut Shamayim, Morning Prayers

What are we?... Are not all mighty men like nothing before you, the great ones as if they had
never been, the wise as those without knowledge and the intelligent as those without
understanding? For most of their actions are worthless and the days of their lives are like
breath before you. The advantage of humans over beasts is naught.
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And yet, we are your people, members of your covenant, the descendants of Avraham who
loved you, to whom you made promises on Mount Moriah, the offspiring of Yitzhak, his only
son, who was bound on the altar...
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Tefillat Musaf, Rosh Hashanah

May the Akeidah be visible to you, how Avraham our father bound his son Yitzhak on the altar
and controlled his mercy in order to do your will with a full heart. So too may your mercy
control your anger with us... In mercy, keep in mind the binding of Isaac when thinking of his
descendants today.
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Selihot, Im Afeis Rova Hakein, R. Efraim of Regensburg, Germany, 12th c.

...In Your commandments both of them were careful, and after You they did not waver. They
hastened with great urgency to one of the mountains.

They saw a tall, blazing fire. They hurried the wood of the burnt offering. Together in love
complete, they made a path straight in the plain.

The only-child saw that he was the sheep. He said to his tested father: “Make me as a lamb —
do not spare, do not cover.

In this | desire and yearn. My heart | will lay bare to Him. Will You withhold me from the end?
My spirit and my soul He will gather to Himself.”

His hands and feet he bound. His sword He appointed over him. He hastened to place him on
the wood, and the fire was kindled upon the altar.

His neck he stretched out on his own, and his father drew near to him to slaughter himin
the name of his Master — and behold, the Lord stood over him.
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He examined what was being done. The father spared not his son. His heart he lifted to
his palms, and God saw all that he had done...

A remembrance before You in the heavens, inscribed forever in the book. An eternal
covenant not erased — of Abraham and of Isaac.

Those who call upon You come to bow. In the merit of the Binding attend to them in
righteousness. Visit Your flock with mercy. The face of the flock toward the bound one.

Exhibit E—The Message of the Akeidah: Never Again
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Mishnah Taanit 2:4

For the first [blessing] he says: He who answered Abraham on Mount Moriah — He shall
answer you and hear the voice of your cry on this day. Blessed are You, Lord, redeemer of
Israel.
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Yerushalmi Taanit 2:4

R. Beivai Abba in the name of R. Yohanan said: Abraham said before the Holy and Blessed One:
Master of the Universe, it is revealed and known before You that when You told me to offer up
my son Isaac, | had something to answer and say before You: Yesterday You said to me
(Genesis 21:12) "for through Isaac shall your seed be called," and now You say (ibid. 22:2) "and
offer him there as a burnt offering." God forbid that | did not do so — rather, | suppressed my
inclination and did Your will.

So may it be Your will, O Lord my God, that when the children of Isaac my son enter into
distress and there is no one to speak in their defense, You will speak in their defense.
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"The Lord will see" — You remember for them the Binding of Isaac their ancestor, and You are
filled with compassion for them.

What is written after it? (ibid. 22:13) And Abraham lifted his eyes and saw, and behold a ram
after...

“Tkhine of the Three Gates” by Sarah bas Tovim (mid-18" C.)

(Translation from The Merit of Our Mothers by Tracy Guren Klirs)

And as | prepare the third thread of the wicks for Avrom ovinu whom You rescued from the
furnace, so may You purify our sins and misdeeds so that our souls may be pure when they
come into the next world...

And through the merit which | gain by preparing the wick for the sake of our mother Sore, may
Hashem Yisborekh —praised by He—remember us for the merit of her pain when her beloved
son Yitskhok was led to the binding. May she defend us before God—praised be He—that we
should not — khas vesholem —be left widows this year, and that our children should not—
khas vesholem —be taken away from this world in our lifetime.

Exhibit F—The Akeidah Continues, Part 1
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Lamentations Rabbah (Vilna) Parasha 1, Section 50

Go to Abraham your ancestor and say to him: Thus has your mother said — do not let your
heart be haughty and say "I built an altar and offered up my son Isaac." Behold, your mother
built seven altars and offered up seven sons in a single day. Yours was a test, and mine was an
act. Even as she was kissing and embracing him, the decree was issued and they killed him
over her.
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Exhibit G—The Akeidah Continues, Part 2
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Solomon bar Shimon, The Decrees of 4856 (1096)

And the precious children of Zion, the children of Mainz, were tested with ten trials as our
father Abraham and as Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah — and thereafter they bound their
children as Abraham bound his son Isaac, and they accepted upon themselves the yoke of the
fear of Heaven, the King of kings of kings, the Holy One Blessed Be He, with willing soul...

And the righteous and pious women, each to her sister, stretched out their necks to be bound
for the unity of the Name — a man for his son and for his brother, a brother for his sister, a
woman for her son and for her daughter, a neighbor for his neighbor, a companion for his
companion, a bridegroom for his bride, a betrothed for his betrothed — this one binding and
being bound, and this one binding and being bound.
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"Where is the lamb for the offering?" they ask, strength
drained,
The binder, the bound, and the altar.

Exhibit H—The Akeidah and Integrating Realities of Pain

Chana Thompson, “Imagining Sarah”, Kerem no. 2, Winter 1994
...So Sarah goes to the place where Abraham stood when God spoke to him in the night. And
she asks a question that Abraham did not. "Why?" she asks into the dark. ...

"Sarah, | have told Abraham what must be. Know for sure that your children will be
different from other nations. Know that they will survive as a nation in exile...even should
your nation grow up in great danger...They may be hated and falsely accused of horrible
crimes. They may be chased from country to country or forced to convert, or massacred.
Indeed, a time may come when a ruler arises in a great land of their exile, and attempts to
destroy them all. If you knew, Sarah, that such a ruler might send six million of your people,
men, women and children, to horrible deaths of starvation and torture and violence, and pile
their bodies in the open, and then burn them into smoke and ash, would you want your
promise then?"

"Is this what will be? What promise is this? Why must | hear this?"

"None of this should come to be. | have sent Abraham to Moriah, to sacrifice his son, to
burn the body of your son into smoke and ash, and so prevent such future suffering."

Suddenly, Sarah realizes: God is offering her a retroactive miscarriage. Perhaps
her descendants are a doomed people... Or perhaps God is testing her...as God is testing
Abraham. All she need do is utter a word, and Abraham will not lay a hand on his heir. But if
she does so, and her son lives, she may give life also to an unspeakable horror. Before her she
sees thousands of innocents, starved and murdered, their bodies lying in the open, each
emaciated face the face of Isaac, the sky half dark.

"But if that should happen, what is the blessing? You promised us a blessing! ...

"No, Sarah. Every good thing | have said is true, and more. If Isaac lives, his
descendants - your descendants - will flourish in many things, in many ages. They will love
me and | will love them...."

"And | must decide."

"Yes, mother of a nation, you must decide, you alone." ...
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Before her eyes is the sight of a starless sky, and Isaac bloodied. She cries: "Stop!"
And now, suppose that, at that moment, Abraham was standing poised, the
consuming knife raised. And at that very moment, God's messenger cried: "Abraham,

Abraham!"

And if it happened that way, God might have said to Sarah as to Abraham,

"Indeed, because you have done this thing, because you have not withheld your
son, your only-one, from the world, Sarah, Indeed, | will bless you... Because you heard my

voice, and decided well."

2.245

4.248
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