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118191 R - In This Week's Parashah

Moshe'’s father-in-law, Yitro, comes to meet ’DN‘WP )2 (Benel, . & ,‘

Yisrael, the Israelites) in the wilderness. Yitro brlngs Moshe’ smw i ‘n ol
&

Tzipporah, and their two sons. &

Yitro watches Moshe serve as the only judge for aI} Q
and he thinks this is too much work for Moshe al ,.,
Moshe set up a better system with more judges ‘p

Benei Yisrael set up camp at 2370 0 (Ha&Slnal Y. Sh
three days, they prepare to receive the{T or‘ah

On the third day, there is thunder, Ilghtrnﬁ
a very strong sound of the sho_far, @1
because God came dc'>wn ‘jn;ﬁre.‘A

God declares the nnaTan (Asere HS o
Commandments) These mclude God- orlente ' ot (like'not
worshiping idols and keeping Shabbat), and people-oriented
mitzvot (like not killing or stealing).

Benei Yisrael are scared of what they see at Har Sinai. They ask
Moshe to teach them instead of hearing directly from God. Moshe
tells them not to be afraid.

God gives Moshe rules for making a naTn (mizbe'ah, altar for
sacrifices).



"Aseret Ha-Dibrot”

really means "The Ten
- Utterances” (it's called
g that because they break

Understanding the Verses JECVGILCISIECEICS

statements). There are

: : = actually more than ten
Let's take a look at the fifth of the[n1127h NYY >— ’ i Y

) commands among them,
(Aseret Ha-Dibrot, Ten Commandments). . " v O
so calling them the "Ten

Commandments” is a b
of a mistake.

Shemot 20:12 22:D5 v

Honor your father and your mother, IR DRI 772X DR 72D
so that you may live long on the land NNTRN Sy 7717 110K 1)_?1_0’?
that your God is giving to you. 272 102 7R ' WK

+ What do you notice? What stands out to you?

+ How do you understand the connection between the first line
of the pasuk (the actual command) and the rest of the pasuk?
Why might a long life on the land be linked to honoring your
parents?

+ Is it surprising that this mitzvah is one of the Aseret Ha-Dibrot?
Why or why not?

+ What do you think is involved in honoring parents? What's
easy about this mitzvah and what's hard about it?

+ In the Aseret Ha-Dibrot, the first group of mitzvot is
considered 0ipn? 0IX 172 (bein adam la-makom, between
a person and God), and the last group is
considered 11202 07X 172 (bein adam la-
haveiro, between a person and a friend). In
which group would you put the mitzvah to
honor parents? Can it go in both? Why?

Before or
after Shabbat,
scan to listen to a discussion \
of this pasuk
on the Yitro episode

of !




Midrash

Shemot 19:18 h2:0? MY

Now Har Sinai (Mount Sinai) was all in smoke, for Y7 YK 71910 192 1YY 2370 1M
God had come down to it in fire; the smoke rose like 19220 19Y2 1YY 5y71 ¥ira 'n 177y
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain TRD 00 22 TN
trembled very much. TN

Why was there so much ™

fire and smoke at Har \ ‘
Sinai? What can we learn- §
from that? -

Mekhilta of R. Shimon bar Yohai MYT RNYON

“For God had come down to it in fire” - - "URA 'N170Y T2 UK 290"
The Torah is fire, it was given from fire, and it ,NANY UKD LUK NNAY 1721
can be compared to fire. YN UKD

With fire, if you get too close to it, you get DTX 27 ORY UK DY 7277 NN
burned, and if you are too far from it, you're RENMET YAl p n I Nk I AN
cold. Torah is the same; you have to come T2 ORNNNY ROR OTRY 121K
close enough to be warmed by its flames. AN

mg. : This midrash suggests that
Torah and fire both have
the power to keep us warm
and sustained. But for
both, we have to position
ourselves carefully—not too
close, and not too far.




'/ | K
Have you ever felt too far from something or \‘\ o / '
someone? What did you do to get closer, or 9 °nd yg ’

Yo
what could you have done? If a person feels too Oﬁ"GZZﬁf)Z"@@ -
far from Torah or God, what are some things » \{ggbthe :;:“j?
they could do? piZ/M_/rfte o ahy
.ISbe ’hfu:oyol’v ang
How can Torah keep you warm like fire? Write w e Ueson) € Wil gy
What other things is fire good for? Can “shap, a,:vasb.
-0ry

Torah be like fire in those ways too?

Check out the nT P)) 1273 IR12 / Talk About It! (p. 10) to think more about this midrash.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

THIYT9 -

Moshe tells Benei Yisrael that they are about to experience mjn 1An (matan Torah, the
giving of the Torah). Here's what happens next:

Shemot 19:8-9 L-N:V? NINY
(8) All the people answered as one, saying, RN 1IN DYQ p) YN (lj)
"All that God has spoken we will do!” NPYa 'n 227 19K '?3
Moshe brought back the people's words to God. :'n DR OYn 12T DR YN 2PN
(9) And God said to Moshe, “I will come to you N2 722X nai nYn 5K N mxn ()
in a thick cloud, so the people may hear when | OYN YNY? 1122 1297 22 79K

speak with you and trust you forever.” 0217 137K 72 0N ﬂ’?l’n’"!?"lg
Moshe told the people’s words to God. 1N OR OYD 72T DR NYn Tan

Moshe reports back to God twice. In pasuk 8, it's clear what he's telling God. But in
pasuk 9, it's not so obvious. Our 0?3Y13 (parshanim, commentators) wonder: What was
Moshe reporting the second time?

Content and editing by Yitzhak Bronstein, Elie Kaunfer, Chana Kupetz, Shoshie Lockshin, Jeremy Tabick, Ethan Tucker,
Effy Unterman. Illustration by Rivka Tsinman. Design by Jen Klor.



Rashbam (France, 950 years ago) o"avn

“Moshe told the people’s words to God” - this is the same thing 2T DR NYn TAN
as "Moshe brought back the people’s words” (from before). wN"INT - "n '7N oyn
(n > MnY) ", YN

The Torah first makes a general statement (in pasuk 8) and then U0 19 90K 519

provides the details (in pasuk 9).

According to Rashbam, the message in pasuk 9 is the same as the message in pasuk 8.

What would make someone feel they have to repeat details when telling a story? What
does that say about those details?

Why do you think the Torah would repeat the moment of Moshe brlnglng the people S
words to God? What about their words is worth repeating?

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago)

Moshe said to God: | have already heard Benei
Yisrael's answer — they want to hear directly from
You. Hearing from the mouth of a messenger is
nothing like hearing directly from the mouth of the
King. They are saying: We want to see our King.

According to Rashi, pasuk 9
adds something new: a request
from the people to hear from
God directly.



+ Take a look at God's words in the first half of pasuk 9. Why might these words
have prompted Benei Yisrael to request hearing directly from God?

+ What is Rashi saying about how the people felt about God? Do you
understand their request? How does it feel to really really want to see
someone or hear their voice?

+ Right after Matan Torah, Benei Yisrael say that they don’t want to hear directly
from God. (Look it up! Shemot 20:15.) How might Rashi explain this?

QOGO OGO OGO OOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

n"1U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Shemot 18:7 T:N? NNV
Moshe went out to meet his father-in-law; he 1anh DRIP? NYn R¥7N
bowed low and kissed him; each asked how the Yo 1OKRYN 12 YN YN
other was doing, and they went into the tent. N2NRN XN DIHYH MY
= 5’0&50’?
= 7 Ny ' ( To cover or
Lampshade (ahil) : provide shelter

(leha'ahil)

HiR /(R
C + tent (ohel) J Fi

Find the Word!

JLalh Tent encampment
In a couple of weeks, IN & (ma‘ahal)
starting with Parashat

Terumah, we'll read about
Benei Yisrael constructing
the 12Yn (mishkan, sanctuary for God in the wilderness). What other name does the
mishkan have that shares this Y7V (shoresh, root)? (Hint: One place you can find this
name is Shemot 27:21.)
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}f aliyot:
" 1) Shemot 18:1 to 18:12

A N\ '
:,q_ %5 2) 18113 to 18:23
< \ﬂ' 3) 18:24 to 18:27 L

4) 19:110 19:6

HH1WO Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt 5 197to19:19

6) 19:20 to 20:14

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 7) 20:15 to 20:23

matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to haftarah: }
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the Yeshayahu 6:1to 6:13 for
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah. Sefardim and 6:1 to 7:6, §

' 9:5-6 for Ashkenazim

' : Who makes a 272 Vg Talle O zWWAﬁM
good [u.Ck' (berakhah, blessing)?

What is described
as "not good?”

What does Yitro do after
Moshe takes his advice?

@ What had to be cleaned? ]

What tool are you not

Who is called
a treasure?

What do your animals

have to do?

allowed to use to build a ham
(mizbei'ah, altar)?
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After N73A 181 (Matan 3y
Torah, the giving of the
Torah), Benei Yisrael ask
Moshe to speak to them

H*T 7t'J 7T . One-Minute Debate Y instead of God, so that they

!\‘g‘ don't die (Shemot 20:16).
& ) ) . \\ /ﬁr
. Debate: Getting the Torah at Har Sinai "3 -
' was way too scary! .

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

flgree! Disagree!

+ Thunder, lightning, fire, + Matan Torah was an amazing, inspiring,
smoke, clouds, shofar awesome, uplifting, and life-changing
sounds getting louder and experience for everyone who was there.
louder... sounds pretty Being scared was just one of the many
overwhelming to me! emotions that came with it.

+ You can tell by the + What would you expect, a walk in the

people’s reaction that they
were totally frightened by
the experience.

park? Being scared is totally normal when
“«" o something that important is happening.

Being scared and facing your fears can
be a good experience. That's kind of
what Moshe did when he went into the
darkness to find God. (See Shemot 20:18.)

+ Getting the Torah is scary.
There's just a lot you might
get wrong.

LSOOG OBOO OO EODO OO OGO OO OO OO OGO OO OO0 Learn one way

i\ the parashah
4 practically impacts
QG our lives

no7a - Halakhah ]';
Ve

ni273a (berakhot, blessings) contain God'’s name, and our parashah teaches us that
saying God's name is serious business. One of the N1127T0 NTYY (Aseret Ha-Dibrot, Ten
Commandments) is not to say God'’s nhame without a really good reason. So our Sages
taught that we should be very careful with berakhot:

DEVASH | YITRO 5786



Talmud Bavli Berakhot 33a A% O7 n1512 noon 2523 Tindbn

X TRy
Anyone who makes a berakhah that is not
needed violates the verse “You shall not 121y — N277¥ 127RY 1272 771200 0D
take God's name in vain” (Shemot 20:7). 1”RYN RD” DIWR

Another name for this is a N"2Y22 N212 (berakhah le-vatalah, a wasted berakhah).
Examples of this include:

+ Repeating a berakhah you've already said for the situation you're in, like
making a berakhah for eating grapes and then saying the berakhah again
while you're still eating them, or like saying havdalah after Shabbat and then
saying it again later that same night.

+ Making the wrong berakhah for your situation, like making a berakhah for
bread when you're just drinking water or like making a berakhah over a
mitzvah and then not doing it (or doing it incorrectly).

+ Not doing the thing you made the berakhah on right away, like saying a
berakhah to shake a lulav on Sukkot and then talking to your siblings or
waiting a long time before actually shaking it.

If you make a berakhah le-vatalah by mistake, you can
fix it! The Shulhan Arukh (Orah Hayyim 206:6) discusses
a case where you pick up a grape, say the berakhah

of Yy 713 K712 (borei peri ha-eitz, God creates fruit of
the tree), and then you accidentally drop the grape in
the garbage before you get to eat it!

What do you do?

One answer is to say TY1 021y 1015710 7125 OY 912
(barukh shem kevod malkhuto le-olam va-ed, the
name of God's kingship is blessed forever),
praising God's special name. That way, you
haven't really taken God's name in vain,
you've just praised it. (You might recall this
line from Devash for Vayehi!)

But next time, hold that grape a little more
carefully!

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously =~ HADAR
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org
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T 74 72T K2 - Tell Me More About This!

Our midrash this week (p. 3) suggests that you might not want to get too close to
Torah. What could this mean? Isn't it always a good idea to get closer and closer, and
learn more and more?

Actually, lots of Jewish texts say: it depends! For some things, there are limits on how
much we can know. For example, in a few weeks we'll read about God telling Moshe: “A
human being may not see Me and live” (Shemot 33:20).

A mishnah highlights certain subjects that we need to be especially cautious about

learning.

Hagigah 2:1 R:2 NA?2N navn
Don't learn the part of the Torah about ﬂ'ZJ'DEJJ ni."\)_g_-j 1?2)"]1‘-1 17N
forbidden family relationships (Vayikra 18, .07392 NPYRID NYYNI KD
20) with three people; DoN N7 12 OR KPR ,T7N72 1227102 KD

AnyT 172

Don't learn the passage about creation
(Bereishit 1) with two people;

Don't learn the passage about God's

Chariot (Yehezkel 1-8) with one person,
unless that person is wise and can
understand on their own.

These are all subjects that are
difficult to understand and people
might get the wrong idea.

+ What's the risk of getting
something wrong? Why
would that be considered
dangerous?

DEVASH | YITRO 5786



Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. Yitro (18:10) 7. Asword (20:22)
2. The way Moshe was judging all of Benei 8. The fourth, Shabbat (20:10)

Yisrael himself (18:17) 9. The tenth, the mitzvah not to be envious/
3. Returns home (18:27) not to covet (20:14)
4. The people of Israel (19:5) 10. Each of the Seraphim has six wings: two
5. The people’s clothes (19:10) to cover its face, two to cover its legs, and
6. Not do work on Shabbat (20:10) two to use for flying (Yeshayahu 6:2)

LSOOG OO OO OO SOOEODO OO OGO OO OO OGO SO SOOO OO OGO OO OO OSSO

This story in the Gemara shows a negative consequence of trying to know more than
you're ready for.

Talmud Bavli Hagigah 14b T> §'T NA2AN NDON 2522 TINoN
2 Ty
Four people entered the pardes (orchard) and
they were: Ben Azzai, Ben Zoma, Aher (another JRTY 12 10 1K) ,077192 10101 NY2 W
name for Elisha ben Abuya), and Rabbi Akiva... -R2A7PY 737 ,ANKR ,RMIT 127
Ben Zoma glimpsed and was harmed. D291 VI¥N RDAT 12
. : | ax 1. (Ple) A O¥s(p(@ = 9(2)) = P(¥)
Many commentators believe that “entering - Poe) = Rle)
. . i = 03¢ ()
the pardes” means learning things about 1. Gl) @ wiifg:, )

God and heaven that most people can't
handle, and that Ben Zoma's mind became
really overwhelmed and confused.

+ What do you think that felt like? Have you
ever felt that way?

+ What are other areas where we're not

capable of knowing certain things, or not fﬁf‘r{"
allowed to? Why might someone not be 1_s o
private.

allowed to know something?

+ Are there times in your life when knowing too
much is not appropriate? Are there things
that are private to you and your parents or
family that would not be appropriate to share
with other people?

HADAR
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How can we come
close to God? And
what does it mean to
be holy? Unlock the
mysteries of each
parashah in Vayikra
through midrashim,
ideas from Torah
commentators,

and insights that make
you think, wonder,

and grow.

The joyous
learning
experience of
Devash comes to
the topsy-turvy
world of Shushan!

A must-have
for Purim

Discover how the

Jewish people

became a nation!

The story of each

parashah comes

with questions to

spark conversation

and hands-on

ways to bring the _l_l

Torah to life.

T~

today! Q




