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VEZOT HA-BERAKHAH

Simhat Torah, October 4, 2026שִִׂמְְחַַת תּוֹרָָה תשפ”ז
Because learning Torah is sweet

In This Week’s Parashah  •  מָָה בַּפַָָּרָָשָָׁה
 Moshe gives a בְְּרָָכָָה (berakhah, 

blessing) to each שֵֵׁבֶֶט (shevet, tribe) of 
Benei Yisrael. This Devash features a 
commentary for each berakhah!

	 Moshe teaches that the Torah is an 
inheritance that belongs to all of Benei 
Yisrael. The last thing he says to the 
people is: אַשְְׁרֶֶיךָָ יִִשְְׂרָָאֵֵל (ashrekha 
Yisrael, you are so fortunate, Israel)! This 
means that we should be really happy 
about our special relationship with God.

	 Moshe climbs up a mountain called Har 
Nevo. God shows him Eretz Canaan and 
says that this is the land promised to 
Avraham, Yitzhak, and Yaakov.

	 Moshe dies and God buries him on the 
mountain. Nobody knows where this 
burial place is. 

	 Benei Yisrael cry 
and mourn Moshe’s 
death for 30 days. 
Yehoshua takes 
over as leader of 
Benei Yisrael, and 
they listen to him 
because Moshe said 
to.

	 The final pesukim of 
the Torah say that 
there never was 
another נָָבִִאי (navi, 
prophet) like Moshe, 
who knew God 
“face to face” and 
performed amazing 
miracles before all of 
Benei Yisrael.  
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  שְְׁאֵֵלוֹת הַַשָָּׁבוּעַַ

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 9!

*

The aliyot here are divided up as they often appear in a printed 
humash, but the parashah is divided differently when we read 
it on Simhat Torah, both in the Diaspora and in Israel. In the 
Diaspora, there are always only five aliyot, and then an extra one 
is added for the person finishing the Torah. In Israel, sometimes 
Simhat Torah falls on Shabbat (like this year), and then there are 
seven aliyot *plus* an additional one for finishing the Torah.

When will Yeshurun 
(Israel) have a king?

Who does God 
protect “all day long”?

Which two kinds of animals 
is Yosef compared to?

Who is in tents?
Naftali is blessed 
with inheriting land in 
which directions?

What weapons 
appear in this aliyah? 

Where exactly was 
Moshe buried? 

From the haftarah: When 
should Yehoshua recite 
the Torah? 

How was Moshe’s 
prophecy unique? 

Which two tribes 
are compared to 
a lion?

Good luck!

aliyot: 
1) Devarim 33:1 to 33:7
2) 33:8 to 33:12 
3) 33:13 to 33:17 
4) 33:18 to 33:21 
5) 33:22 to 33:26 
6) 33:27 to 33:29 
7) 34:1 to 34:12

haftarah: Yehoshua 1:1 
to 1:18
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Moshe begins his berakhot for the שְְׁבָָטִִים (shevatim, tribes) with Yaakov’s 
firstborn, Reuven:

What a strange berakhah! What does “not die” mean? Doesn’t everyone die 
eventually?

According to Onkelos, this berakhah is for Reuven to 
live his life in this world, and then to be in עוֹלָָם הַַבָָּא 
(olam haba, the world to come), where the righteous 
live forever.

Reuven  •  רְְאוּבֵןֵ 

דברים לג:ו

יְְחִִי רְְאוּבֵֵן וְְאַל יָָמֹתֹ

בכור שור

"יְְחִִי רְְאוּבֵֵן וְְאַל יָָמֹתֹ" – כְְּשֶֶׁיַַּעֲֲבֹרֹ אֶֶת 
הַַיַַּרְְדֵֵּן לִִפְְנֵיֵ בְְּנֵיֵ יִִשְְׂרָָאֵֵל חָָלוּץ לְְמִִלְְחָָמָָה 

)מבדרב לב:כה-כז(. 

"וְְאַל יָָמֹתֹ" – בְְּמִִלְְחָָמָָה אֶֶחָָד מֵֵהֶֶם.

Devarim 33:6

Let Reuven live, and not die

Targum Onkelos (Bavel, 1,500 years ago)

Let Reuven live his life in this world and then not 
die a second time in the world to come.

Bekhor Shor (France, 900 years ago)

“Let Reuven live and not die” – when they cross the 
Jordan River before the rest of Benei Yisrael to lead 
them in battle.

“And not die” – none of them should die in the war.

	 What does it mean to live forever in the world to 
come? What does that teach us about life in this 
world? What’s the connection between them?

 	Reuven had made many bad mistakes in his past. 
Why would this be an important berakhah for him 
to have?

In Bemidbar 32:25, the shevet of Reuven promised to lead Benei Yisrael into battle 
in exchange for being allowed to live just outside the Land of Israel afterward. The 
Bekhor Shor believes that this berakhah is to protect them in these battles. 

Happy 10,000th

Birthday, Reuven!

תרגום אונקלוס

נְְּתִּיָָנָָא  חַַיּיֵּ עָָלְְמָָא וּמוֹתָָא  יֵחֵֵיי רְְאוּבֵֵן ּבְּ
לָָא יְְמוּת
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 	Why does leading Benei Yisrael in battle deserve a berakhah? What’s risky or 
dangerous about being the first one into battle?

 	One of these answers sees Moshe’s berakhah as being physical, and one sees it 
as spiritual. Which is which? As you read the many berakhot in the parashah, can 
you think of both physical and spiritual ways of interpreting them?

 	If Shimon didn’t deserve their own berakhah, why do you think Moshe 
tried to include them in the berakhah of Yehudah? What does that tell 
us about Moshe’s attitude toward Shimon?

In Vezot Ha-Berakhah, you’ll notice that one שֵֵׁבֶֶט (shevet, 
tribe) is missing from Moshe’s berakhot. Can you figure 
out which one? (Spoiler alert: It’s Shimon!)

A midrash (Sifrei Devarim 348) teaches that Moshe 
actually included Shimon here, in the blessing for 
Yehudah, by using the word שְְׁמַַע (shema, hear). 
Shimon’s name is connected to this word; when he 
was born, his mother, Leah, explained that she was 
naming him Shimon because God “shama (heard)” her 
prayers (Bereshit 29:33). 

According to the midrash, Moshe hid a berakhah for Shimon inside the 
berakhah for Yehudah, asking God to hear and answer their prayers 
any time they cry out for help. 

Rashi suggests that Moshe didn’t give this shevet its own berakhah 
because a leader of shevet Shimon—Zimri ben Salu—sinned in the 
wilderness, and this led to a plague that killed many people in Benei 
Yisrael (Bemidbar 25). The Daat Zekeinim, though, think it’s because of 
something Shimon himself did by attacking the city of Shekhem and 
killing many people there (Bereishit 34:25).

Yehudah  •  יְהְוּדָָה  

דברים לג:ז

 וְְזֹאֹת לִִיהוּדָָה וַַיֹּמַַאר
 שְְׁמַַע ה' קוֹל יְְהוּדָָה 

וְְאֶֶל עַַמּוֹ תְְּבִִאֶֶינּוּ

Devarim 33:7

And this was for Yehudah:  
Hear, O God, the voice of Yehudah  
and return him to his people.
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A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text

דברים לג:ח

תֻֻּמֶֶּיךָָ וְְאוּרֶֶיךָָ לְְאִִשׁי חֲֲסִִדֶֶיךָָ 

Devarim 33:8 

Your Tummim and your Urim for a person of kindness

Samson Raphael Hirsch (Germany, 200 
years ago)

Because Levi is a man of kindness, God gave 
him the urim ve-tummim.

The אוּרִִים וְְתֻֻמִִּים (urim ve-tummim) were part 
of the חֹשֶֶֹׁן (hoshen, breastplate) that was worn 
by the הֵֵּכֹּן גָָּדוֹל (kohen gadol, high priest). It 
seems the urim ve-tummim were used to 
communicate with God (like in Bemidbar 
27:21). Kohanim come from shevet Levi, so it 
makes sense that this special piece of the 
 (bigdei kehunah, priestly clothing) בִִּגְְדֵֵי כְְּהֻֻנָָּה
appear in Levi’s berakhah.

But what’s the connection between the urim 
ve-tummim and חֶֶסֶֶד (hesed, kindness)?

Devarim 33:12 describes Binyamin 
as a יְְדִִיד (yedid, beloved) of God. 
What does this mean? Why does 
Binyamin get described this way? 

 	Why does doing hesed make you worthy of communicating with God and having 
the bigdei kehunah in your shevet? What does that tell us about the importance 
of hesed?

Levi  •  לֵוִֵי 

Binyamin  •  ּבִּנְיְָמִִָין 
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A midrash (Sifrei Devarim 352:5) says that “six were called yedidim.” They are:

1) God 		  4) Benei Yisrael

2) Binyamin		  5) The Beit Ha-Mikdash

3) Shlomo		  6) Avraham 

The midrash explains:

יָבָוֹא יָדִִָיד וְיְִבְִנְֶהֶ בֵּיֵת יָדִִָיד לְיְָדִִָיד!

Let the yedid (Shlomo) come and 
build the yedid house (Beit Ha-
Mikdash) for the Yedid (God)!

וְיְָבָוֹאוּ יִשְְִׂרָָאֵֵל שֶֶׁנִּקְְִרְְאוּ יְדְִִידִִים, 
בְּנְֵיֵ אָב שֶֶׁנִּקְְִרָָא יָדִִָיד 

And let Benei Yisrael who are 
called yedidim, the children of 
the person called yedid (Avraham)

וְיְִבְִנְוּ בֵּיֵת הַַמִִּקְְדָָּשׁ שֶֶׁנִּקְְִרָָא יָדִִָיד 

build the Beit Ha-Mikdash which 
is called yedid

בְּחְֵֵלֶקֶ בִּנְִיְָמִִָן שֶֶׁנִּקְְִרָָא יָדִִָיד, לַקַָָּדוֹשׁ 
בָּרָוּךְְ הוּא שֶֶׁנִּקְְִרָָא יָדִִָיד! 

in the portion of Binyamin who is 
called yedid, for the Holy Blessed One 
who is called Yedid!
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דברים לג:טז

וּרְְצוֹן שֹׁכְְֹנִִי סְְנֶהֶ 

Devarim 33:16

The favor of the One Who dwells in the bush.

The shevet of Yosef (which includes both Menasheh and Efrayim) gets many 
berakhot. Most are connected to nature, like having rich land and crops. In addition, 
Moshe blesses Yosef with: 

“The One Who dwells in the bush” is a 
description of God, Whose first revelation 
to Moshe took place in a burning bush 
(Shemot 3:4). 

You might wonder: Why did God speak to 
Moshe from a bush?

A midrash explains that bushes are low 
to the ground. They don’t seem very 
important. God’s revelation in this place 
shows that God’s presence is absolutely 
everywhere, even in the most low places 
where you might least expect it. (Shemot 
Rabbah 2:9)

	 Can you summarize how all the yedidim are connected to each other according to 
the midrash? 

	 What do the Beit Ha-Mikdash, the people who built it, the people who come there, 
the person they descend from, and the place where it’s built all have to do with 
being loved by God? What does God have to do with being loved?

	 What’s special about having the Beit Ha-Mikdash in your property?

	 What does this have to do with Yosef? Remember, there was a time when Yosef was 
thrown into a pit, then sold into slavery, and finally locked in prison. How might it be a 
berakhah for Yosef to know the idea of God being everywhere, even in low places?

	 How do you connect to the idea of God “dwelling in a bush”? How can this idea help 
you in your life?

Yosef  •  יוֹסֵֵף  
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 One-Minute Debate  •  דַַּקָָּה שֶֶׁל דִִּיּוּןּּ

Debate: Zevulun and Yisachar made a good deal. 

How to play:
�	 Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come 

up with your own. Then debate someone!

�	 For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to 
make its best case.

Agree!
	 Yissakhar could really develop their 
learning skills because they didn’t have to 
worry about earning a living. They must 
have become expert Torah learners.

	 Not everyone is cut out for every job or 
activity. It’s best to focus on what you’re 
good at and partner with others for the 
things you’re not. 

Disagree!
	 What if you’re part of Zevulun, but 
you really want to learn Torah all 
day? And what if you’re part of 
Yissakhar, and you really want to 
go on a sea adventure? 

	 Maybe this deal worked for them, 
but if it was such a good deal why 
didn’t the other shevatim do it?

Zevulun and Yissakhar  •  זְבְוּלֻןֻ וְיְִשִָָּׂשכָר

דברים לג:יח

 וְְלִִזְְבוּלֻןֻ אָמַַר שְְׂמַַח זְְבוּלֻןֻ בְְּצֵֵתֶֶאךָָ 
וְְיִִשָָּׂשכָָר בְְּאֹהָָֹלֶֶיךָָ:

Devarim 33:18 

And to Zevulun he said: Rejoice, Zevulun, on 
your journeys, and Yissakhar, in your tents.

Agree!

Maybe 
both?

Disagree!

Why are Zevulun and Yissakhar paired together in one berakhah? What’s 
Zevulun’s journey, and what does it mean that Yissakhar is in tents?

Rashi (based on a midrash) explains that these 
two tribes were partners. Zevulun would 
go on journeys out to sea to do business, 
and Yissakhar would stay home and study 
Torah in their tents. Zevulun would share 
the money they earned with Yissakhar, and 
in exchange Yissakhar’s reward for learning 
Torah would be shared with Zevulun.

The berakhah here is that this partnership should be 
successful, and that each shevet should be happy with its task!
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Gad  •  גָּד 
דברים לג:כ

 וּלְְגָָד אָמַַר 
 בָָּרוּךְְ מַַרְְחִִיב גָָּד 

 כְְּלָָבִִאי שָָׁכֵֵן וְְטָָרַַף זְְרוֹעַַ 
אַף קׇׇדְְקֹדֹ:

Devarim 33:20 

And of Gad he said: 
Blessed be the One who enlarges Gad! 
He is poised like a lion 
To tear off arm and scalp.

רָָחָָב = 
Wide (rahav)

רְְחָָבָָה =
Square or plaza 
(rehavah)

רְְחוֹב =
Street 
(rehov)

הָָרְְחָָבָָה = 

Expansion 
(like when 
someone 
builds an 
addition to 
their house) 
(harhavah)

מִִדְְרְְחוֹב =

A pedestrian-
only street 
(usually in a 
shopping area) 
(midrehov) מִִשְְׁפָָּחָָה מֻֻרְְחֶֶבֶֶת =

Extended family 
(mishpahah murhevet)Find the Word! 

In Sefer Bereishit, Yitzhak’s shepherds and Gerar’s shepherds fight over some 
water wells. Yitzhak’s shepherds dig up one well, and that well gets a name that 
is related to our ׁשֹׁרֶֶֹש (shoresh, root). Later, the name of that well became the 
name of a city in Israel! Can you find our shoresh twice in Bereishit 26:22?

לְְהַַרְְחִִיב )שֹׁרֶֶֹשׁ ר.ח.ב(

 To expand or widen 
 To go into detail 

(leharhiv)

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
1.	 When the heads of the nation gather together 

with the שְְׁבָָטִִים (shevatim, tribes) of Israel (33:5)
2.	 Binyamin (33:12)
3. (33:17) (re’eim, oryx) רְְאֵֵם ;(shor, ox) שׁוֹר
4.	 Yissakhar (33:18)
5.	 West and south (33:23)
6.	 Sword and shield (33:29)

7.	 Nobody knows! (34:6)
8.	 Gad (33:20) and Dan (33:22) (In Yaakov’s blessings 

to his children in Parashat Vayehi, Yehudah is 
compared to a lion, see Bereishit 49:9)

9. It was פָָּנִִים אֶֶל פָָּנִִים (panim el panim, face to face) 
(34:10)

10.	 Day and night (Yehoshua 1:8)

This publication contains

words of Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate reverence

רח׳ בן יהודה

BEN-YEHUDA ST.
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“Ratzon” is a word that can mean a few different things: desire, will, or favor. What 
does it mean that Naftali is “full of ratzon”? How does this connect to the other 
fullness in the pasuk, being “full of God’s blessing”? 

Moshe calls the tribe of Dan a ֵגּוּר אַרְְיֵה (gur aryeh, 
lion cub).

Back in Parashat Vayehi, when Yaakov was blessing 
his children, Yaakov called Yehudah a gur aryeh 
(Bereishit 29:9)!

A midrash thinks these two mentions of lion 
cubs creates a connection between these two 
berakhot. It suggest that the Torah 
is telling us that the future ַַמָָשִִׁיח 
(mashiah, king of Israel) will be 
descended from these two 
tribes; the mashiah will have 
one parent from Yehudah 
and one from Dan (Midrash 
Aggadah Buber Bereishit 49:9).

דברים לג:כג

לִִּתָּי אָמַַר  וּלְְנַַפְְ
רְְּבִּּכַּת ה'  בַַׂשְׂע רָָצוֹן וּמָָלֵֵא  לִִּתָּי  נַַפְְ

Devarim 33:23

And of Naftali he said:  
Naftali is full of ratzon and full of God’s blessing.

Dan  •  דָָּן    

לִּי  Naftali  •  נַפְְַתָּ

	 Why would a young lion symbolize the future leader of the Jewish people? What's 
special about a lion? And why not an adult lion?

	 Are there other animals that can symbolize leadership? How so?

	 Yehudah played a major role in the story of the shevatim, but Dan did not. What 
can we learn from the fact that the mashiah will come from both of them? What 
does this teach us about where leaders can come from?
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Ramban understands ratzon as desire for God. Naftali’s blessing is to want to be close 
to God. 

רמב"ן

בַַׂע רָָצוֹן - וְְהַַנָָּכוֹן שֶֶׁהוּא  לִִּי שְׂ נַַפְְתָּ
נִִמְְשַַׁךְְ אֶֶל הַַשֵֵּׁם הַַנִִּכְְבָָּד יֹמַַאר שְְׂבַַע 
וּמָָלֵאֵ רָָצוֹן הַַשֵֵּׁם הַַנִִּכְְבָָּד וּבִִרְְכָָתוֹ… 

אֲֲפִִלּוּ הַַקָָּדוֹשׁ בָָּרוּךְְ הוּא בִִּכְְלָָל.

Ramban (Spain, 800 years ago)

Naftali is full of ratzon -  This is 
connected to God, meaning: Naftali is full 
of desire for God and God’s blessing… 
God was also part of it.

	 Why is it a berakhah to want to be close to God?

	 Another way to read this Ramban is that Naftali always wanted what God wanted. 
What would be the berakhah in that?

	 Do the Netziv and the Ramban contradict each other, or could both be correct? 
How so?

נצי"ב

הִִנֵּהֵ שְְׁנֵיֵ אוֹפַַנִִּים בַַּעֲֲשִִׁריוּת: א', 
עָָשִִׁרי הַַיָָּדוּעַַ בִִּלְְשׁוֹן הָָעוֹלָָם שֶֶׁיֵּשֵׁ לוֹ 
הוֹן וְְעֹשֶֶֹׁר בְְּבֵֵיתוֹ. הב', הוּא בִִּלְְשׁוֹן 

חֲֲכָָמִִים 'אֵֵזֶֶיהוּ עָָשִִׁרי — הַַשָָּׂמֵֵחַַ 
בְְּחֶֶלְְקוֹ' )אָבוֹת ד:א(.

...וְְהִִנֵּהֵ, נַַפְְתָָּלִִי עָָשִִׁרי בִִּשְְׁנֵיֵ 
הָָאוֹפַַנִִּים, הוּא שְְׂבַַע רָָצוֹן — הַַיְְנוּ 
שָָׂמֵֵחַַ בְְּחֶֶלְְקוֹ, וְְגַַם וּמָָלֵֵא בִִּרְְכַַּת ה' 

— עָָשִִׁרי כְְּמִִשְְׁמָָעוֹ.

Netziv (Eastern Europe, 150 years ago)

There are two types of wealth:  
1) Having a lot of money and property as the word is 
commonly used.  
2) Being satisfied with what you have, in the way Hazal 
use it: “Who is rich? One who is satisfied with what they 
have” (Pirkei Avot 4:1).

... The tribe of Naftali was rich in both these ways. They 
were “full of ratzon” by being happy with what they had, 
and “full of God’s blessing” by being actually rich. 

	 What’s better: having a lot of wealth but 
never being satisfied, or having very little but 
being very satisfied?

	 What is Naftali’s berakhah teaching us 
about wealth and happiness?

Some people are never satisfied with 
the things they have in life. According 
to the Netziv, shevet Naftali was 
blessed with the ability to recognize 
and appreciate their blessings. 
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The Tzeror Ha-Mor (Spain, 500 
years ago) points out that Asher 
wasn’t the most oily shevet! Kings 
and כֹּהֲֲֹנִִים (kohanim, priests), who 
come from Yehudah and Levi, get 
anointed with oil all the time. So 
why is oil connected with Asher 
here? 

According to the Tzeror Ha-Mor, 
Asher’s oil represents Torah. 
And that connects to being the 
“favorite of his brothers” because 
being kind and peaceful is the key to Torah:

Here’s part of the berakhah that Asher gets.

דברים לג:כד

 יְְהִִי רְְצוּי אֶֶחָָוי
וְְטֹבֵֵֹל בַַּשֶֶּׁמֶֶן רַַגְְלוֹ

צרור מהור

שֶֶׁהָָיָָה לוֹ יְְסוֹד מוּסָָד מִִכָָּל אֶֶחָָוי... 
לְְפִִי שֶֶׁהָָיָָה רְְצוּי אֶֶחָָוי וְְדֹבֵֵֹר שָָׁלוֹם 

לְְכָָל זַַרְְעוֹ. וּבַַשָָּׁלוֹם תָָּלוּי הַַכֹּלֹ... 
וּבַַשָָּׁלוֹם תְְּלוּיִִים כָָּל הַַשְְּׁלֵֵמֻֻיּוֹת.

Devarim 33:24

May he be the favorite of his brothers 
May he dip his foot in oil

Tzeror Ha-Mor (Spain, 500 years ago)

For he had the foundations of ethics more than 
any of his brothers… for he was the favorite of the 
brothers and would speak peacefully to everyone. 
And everything depends on peace… All of perfection 
(like the Torah) depends on peace.

	 What does speaking peacefully have to do with being 
the favorite of the brothers?

	 Why do all perfections depend on peace? (Notice 
how the Hebrew words for each - שָָׁלוֹם (shalom) and 
 (!share the same shoresh - (sheleimut) שְְׁלֵֵמוּת

	 Why would these qualities also make Asher worthy of 
being anointed with the oil of Torah? 

רׁשֶׁ     Asher  •  אֲֲ


