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+ Yaakov gives Yosef a 0793 nJind (ketonet
passim, a fine shirt or coat). Yosef's brothers
feel jealous and hate him.

+ Yosef dreams that his brothers’ bundles of
wheat bow down to his, and that the sun,
moon, and 11 stars bow down to him. He tells
his brothers, and they hate him even more.

+ Yaakov sends Yosef to check on his brothers,
who are out shepherding. When they see
him approaching, they plot to kill him.

+ Reuven persuades the others to throw Yosef
into a pit instead of killing him. Yehudah
proposes selling him. Yosef is sold to
traders passing by and taken to 07xn
(Mitzrayim, Egypt) as a slave.

+ The brothers dip Yosef's
ketonet passim in goat blood.
They show it to Yaakov, who

believes that Yosef was

killed by a wild animal.

s

\ (OMING S00M!
FOR THE FIRST TIME...

Book of Shemot

+ THE STORY OF EVERY PARASHAH
* AGES 5+ | '

In Mitzrayim, Yosef is sold to Potiphar,
an important member of Pharaoh’s
court. Potiphar's wife falsely accuses
Yosef of attacking her, and Yosef is
sent to jail.

While in jail, Yosef meets Pharaoh's
baker and cupbearer. Both of them
have dreams, which Yosef interprets,
predicting that the baker will be killed
and the cupbearer will return to
Pharaoh's service. This all comes true,
and Yosef is left in prison.
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At the beginning of our parashah, Yosef te.ll 2
about two dreams he had. Here's the way he re
first dream:

Bereishit 37:7 T:T2 NPYUKR12
There we were binding sheaves in the field. NTYN 7i02 07RPR D7NHRN 1INIAR 1IN

Suddenly, my sheaf stood up and remained ' ﬁ:yJ an mn’m "mv ann
upright. n:mn’m muon m*n

Then, your sheaves gathered around mnbx’y ]vmnwm
and bowed down to my sheaf.

And here’s his description of the second dream:

Bereishit 37:9 0:TH NYVRIA
..Look, | have had another dream. Tiy 05N *An2n nan..

This time, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars 073313 ﬁwy X n“w“n wnw“\ nanm
were bowing down to me. 5 nvmnwm

+ How are Yosef's dreams similar to each
other? How are they different?

+ What might they represent? Can you think
of a few possibilities?

. When Yosef tells these
dreams, what is he

[=]: E' saying about
IrEI | P himself and his
brothers and his
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When Yosef's brothers see him coming to meet th
they come up with the idea to kill him.

Reuven tries to stop them.

Bereishit 37:21-22 25-R9 :TH 1K1

Reuven heard, and tried to save him from them. o7n NN 12IR7 )J)gg)'?]
He said, “Let us not take his life.” :U91 1121 KD IR
Reuven said to them, “Don’t shed blood! 07 193YR DX 121871 DN2R IR
Throw him into that pit in the wilderness, 12Tn2 WJN “ITW 9127 SR iR 197591
but do not touch him yourselves.” 12 1n5Yn 5 TN
He intended to save Yosef from them and bring OX 127902 070 iR baxn wn’y
him back to his father. TN N . AR

- — —— Reuvenintendedtobring /7 —_

4 O ( Yosef home... but we know )

-/ C 2222
,}ﬁ .%A that didn’'t work out. So, what b”ﬂy:lf[; fas/nma,e

i do we think of Reuven? What | (””Ilﬂlalmt/; met/””g

~=\_ can we learn from hiT?/“ //— \\/”
Ruth Rabbah 5:6 S 11 N2 M
R. Yitzhak son of Maryon said: The Torah 21N31 R2 117710 12 PNY? 727 MR
teaches that if a person is going to do a 'UVJ;J’ '11273 nYiy D“rN ORY Tm';’)
mitzvah, they should do it wholeheartedly. D'?VJ 33’73
If Reuven had known that God would write M2 YITRAY YTi7 12187 070 19RY
about him: “Reuven heard and tried to save DWN”I JJTJPJ’T' 7Y J’I'DTJ RN
him from them” (Bereishit 37:21)—then Reuven —(R2:75 nYwR12) "oTN ANDEN
would have picked up Yosef and carried him 23R 5XN 137'?173 13] 15{];;

straight home on his

shouldersl CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>




>> CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

YiTRAY 110K YTi7 n70 15K)
nan" 7Y 27non KN T2
—(17:1 MNY) "~|nmv’7 R¥? NN
R¥17 N7 mbmpm 07302
AnRIYY

And if Aharon had known that
God would write about him:
"Here he is coming to meet you”
(Shemot 4:14)—then Aharon
would have danced out to greet
Moshe with drums!

1112 YiTROY TY2 YTi7 170 1K)
7’77 nY u::m" 7Y nvnan oh!
—(-rv ) m*m) "NR1 Yyaym HoNA
AP72KD N7 NiNYan Ni2)Y

And if Boaz had known that God
would write about him: "He gave
her roasted grain, and she ate
her fill and had some left over”
(Ruth 2:14)—then Boaz would
have fed Ruth fattened cows!

Our actions may be way more important than we realize. Sometimes, a simple act can
even change history. The midrash seems to be suggesting that we should try to always
act as if what we are doing will have a major impact, and will be remembered forever.

+ Why is it so hard to know how important our actions are? Can you think of
some examples of small acts you can do that might have a huge impact on
others?

+ If you knew that your actions would be written in a book that people would
read for thousands of years, how would that change the way you act?

+ Can you imagine acting with this kind of intention all the time? What would
that feel like?
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THiY19 - Commentary

When Yosef ends up in jail in 0710 (Mitzrayim, Egypt), his fellow prisoners are Pharaoh’s
cupbearer and baker. After Yosef interprets the cupbearer’s dream, this happens:

Bereishit 40:16 TO:N N2WRANA
When the baker saw that he [Yosef] had ans 210 7 D’BNW a1 NI
interpreted well, he said to Yosef, “In my 7m’9n3 72X AKX 01 'JN ﬂnNﬁ
dream, similarly, there were three baskets on 29N HY 7Mh YHo WJ’DQJ um
my head..." :

France, 950
yearsago -~ >

What's the meaning of the words 205 210 73
(ki tov patar, had interpreted well)? What did
the baker see? Here
are two possibilities:

Rashbam savs

o"av
Had interpreted well-they were recognizable

as words of truth. QDR 972777722 - N9 210 D

+ The baker hadn't yet seen Yosef's interpretation
for the cupbearer come true. What might have
convinced him that Yosef was speaking the
truth?

+ Are you able to tell when something is true,
even if it's something that you don't know much
about? If so, how?

Italy, 500
o yearsS ago

{ Interesting. Here's what Sforno savs

127190
Had interpreted well—and he (the baker) hoped '571’1 NPn N701 - N8 210 75
that Yosef would also interpret favorably for him. 2107 17Y2 DA N
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@;@' % / + Can you explain in your own words the two different

l , understandings of ki tov patar (especially the word tov
S
\_\\O\)g'\w [well])?
ot
8350 " + How d hint tation ch
3™ e e o ow does each interpretation change your
”\W understanding of the story, or your understanding of
2 me«\\\%\e‘ the baker?
Qs 25
o9 s o O Wh hear information about If,
(e @\‘awp@ + When you hear information about yourself, or

ameva"“ information that might impact you, are you always
S .
e’ ok hearing the truth? Do you ever find yourself only
wanting to hear good things?

Reuven's intention was to save
Yosef from the pit, and bring him

back home (Bereishit 37:22).

79 17T - One-Minute Debate

Debate: If you have a job to do, don't push it
- off. Get it done as soon as you can! g

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

flgree! Disagree!

+ When you procrastinate, your + Sometimes you need a break from work.

tasks just add up. You end up It's ok to push off a task until you're ready
stressed out, with too much to to do it. How many of us get home from
do. school and go straight into homework?

+ If you don't do a job right It's nice to at least have a snack first.
away, you might forget to get it + It can be a good idea to spend some
done. Or other things can start D time planning out your job. You might do

getting in the way. y ‘0

+ Learn from Reuven. He planned
to save Yosef from the pit, but
he waited. And then Yosef was
sold, and it was too late!

it better if you think about it in advance,
instead of just diving right in. People
might think you're procrastinating, but
actually you're strategizing.

+ Different people work differently!

. DEVASH | VAYEISHEV 5786
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11T 70 72T IXi1 - Tell Me More About This!

Yosef emphasizes that he was able to interpret dreams because
he had God's help (Bereishit 40:8 and 41:16). The Torah also tells us
that God speaks to prophets in dreams (Bemidbar 12:6). But some
pesukim also tell us that "dreams speak falsehood” (Zekhariah 10:2).
So, how should we view our own dreams?

The Talmud (Berakhot chapter 9) suggests that dreams can have
important meaning. But the Talmud also says that it's usually very
hard to know what that meaning is!

Consider the story of Bar Hedaya. He would interpret dreams
favorably if a person gave him enough money, but otherwise would
interpret them unfavorably. Something unexpected happens: What
he says comes true! Abaye pays him and has great success; Rava
doesn't pay him and his life is destroyed.

You might wonder: If Bar Hedaya is a liar, why did it work? Rava
discovers the answer to this question when he finds Bar Hedaya'’s
book. It says:

~ 9008 P ninim
kol ha-halomot, holkfin ahar ha-peh
évery dream follows the mouth

In other words, what we say about our dreams has a tremendous amount
of power. Sometimes, if we take a positive interpretation, that will change
our perspective, and we'll see positive things happening. And the same
thing can happen if we take a negative interpretation. Our words matter,
and the perspective we take on the world around us - and especially on our
dreams - can have a huge impact on how things will play out in the future.

+ What does this story teach us about how careful we have to be when
we interpret things we hear or read, or when we judge other people?

+ When you interpret what other people say or do, or interpret the
Torah, what power do you have?

+ What if you did something and people interpreted it in a way that
wasn't at all what you meant? What would you do?
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N"11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Bereishit 37:20 5:T5 NYwURIA
"Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of qng’?gjgl A0 ’D'? nay
the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage beast devoured Ny 70 X ninan TnR2
him." We shall see what comes of his dreams!” 1701050 17717 NN AR INNZIOR
Tind the Word!

+ This ¥V (shoresh, root) appears in two
other places in this week’s parashah. Can
you find them all?

+ In Parashat Vayera someone throws a child (1.5.0 YY) 5vind
under a bush, and in Parashat Beshallah a B

piece of wood is thrown into bitter water ¢ To throw or cast

to make it sweeter, and in Parashat Ki Tissa + To conclude or project

gold that was thrown into fire becomes a (lehashlikh)

calf. Can you find these stories, and the

words that include this ¥V (shoresh, root)?

= N2y

Fall (when leaves
are cast off trees)
(shalekhet)

- oy
Osprey (probably
because it throws
itself into the water to
hunt for fish) (shalakh)

2
= 7759n

Tashlikh, the ritual
of symbolically
throwing sins.into
water on or right .
after Rosh Hashanah




aliyot:

- - 1) Bereishit 37:1 to 37:11
= : 2) 37:12 to 37:22
[

3) 37:23 to 37:36

HH1WA Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt 4) 38:1 to 38:30
5) 39:1 to 39:6
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 6) 39:7 to 39:23
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s Haftarah. haftarah:
Amos 2:6 to 3:8

&

7) 40:1 to 40:23

& PR il § ,ﬁ{é
In Yosef's second dream, v

|
good llld" who bowed down to him?

%‘?&ww@a it

What did the brothers call
Yosef when they saw him

What was in the pit

h Yosef? approaching?
with Yosef?

Al
O How were Er and Onan
‘.Rj related?

From whom did

Potiphar purchase

Vosef? When Yosef got in trouble,
osef”

where was he put?

Who forgot to uphold
their end of a deal?

fot
o% ! ers
\O a“s‘ﬂe“\
e Page

[«)




Learn one way
the parashah
practically impacts
our lives

Halakhah i

The Talmud (see below) suggests that the pit Yosef was thrown into had snakes and
scorpions in it. R. Barukh Epstein (Torah Temimah, 37:24) wonders: What were the
brothers thinking? The whole point of putting Yosef in the pit was to not kill him (37:22).
So why would they put him in there if it had snakes and scorpions?

Check out these two statements found together on the same page of the Gemara, and
taught by the same group of people. Can you figure out how they help R. Epstein answer
his question?

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 22a R TINY 25 §7T nav 2522 Tndn

Rav Kahana said that Rav Natan bar Manyumi 1270117 W'ﬁ_j ,RANI 27 MR
taught in the name of Rav Tanhum: If Hanukkah ’DL’J 71 :0302A 20T nmwg’n R4AREA A
candles are 20 amot (around 30 feet) above the nnX D’TU:J)_})_Q nbynb m;wgag) N3N
ground, they are invalid. .7‘|379::)ﬂ n3103 ,n’;aogs -

And Rav Kahana said that Rav Natan bar Manyumi 72902 27 YT ,RIND 27 IR
taught in the name of Rav Tanhum: Why does 78N :0N1D 3“1“[ “mmam mmn
the pasuk say (about where Yosef was thrown), 7”n>n i3 17N 7‘1 WDTI” 371'137
"and the pit was empty, there was no water in 229K ”7“1 Rlhiie mmw ynwnn
it" (Bereishit 37:24)? The words “there was no TINDA NN RHR 207 12 1RY YT
water in it” teach us that there were snakes and 13 17N nm — ”nm k] 17N” s
scorpions in it.




. The sun, moon, and 11 stars (37:9) 5. From the Yishmaelites who brought Yosef to Egypt
. nin%miz Yva (ba'al ha-halomot, the dreamer) (37:19)  (39:1)
. Nothing, not even water (37:24) — Rashi quotes 6. Prison (39:20)

the Gemara (Shabbat 22a) that says that the pit 7. The cupbearer (40:23)

actually had scorpions and snakes in it; otherwise 8. Reuven (37:29) and Yaakov (37:34)

why would the Torah tell us it was "empty” and also 9. Yaakov (37:35) and Yosef (39:8)

that “it had no water"?! 10.Selling a righteous person for money,

. They were brothers (38:3-4) selling a poor person for shoes (Amos 2:6)

OOBOOBOOBOOBO OO SO EOOEOOOOOO OO OGO OOOD DGO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO0

The Torah Temimah observes that the problem with Hanukkah candles being 20 amot
high is that it's hard to notice things that far up.

Based on that, he suggests that Yosef's pit might have been 20 amot deep, so the
brothers weren't able to notice the snakes and scorpions in it! (But if they had noticed
them, they wouldn't have put him down there.)

Publicizing miracles

It's important for Hanukkah candles to be visible to people outside because they are
meant to achieve X921 7073 (parsomei nissa). This means that they publicize God's
miracles. Parsomei nissa is the reason that we light in windows and doorways. It's
also the reason that there's a maximum height for Hanukkah candle placement, and a
minimum too (3 tefahim, which is around 10 inches off the ground).

But what if you live in an apartment building? It might be that you live more than 20
amot above ground! How do you fulfill parsomei nissa from a high floor?

+ Some authorities believe that people who live in
apartment buildings should light candles near the
entrance to the building (Pri Hadash 671:5).

+ Others think that candles should be lit near the
doorway of the apartment (Mahatzit Ha-Shekel
671:6).

+ And others think the candles should still be lit in
& A a window, even if it's high up (Iggerot Moshe Orah
UANURE Hayyim 4:125). This is because the candles there

are still doing parsomei nissa for everyone inside
the apartment, for people in nearby buildings who
are also high up, and maybe even a little bit for
folks on the street if they happen to look up (Shevet
Ha-levi 4:65)!
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One of the main characters in Vayeishev is Yehudah. His hame is connected
to the WY (shoresh, root) n.7.?, which has a couple different meanings:

1. To give thanks

This was the meaning of Yehudah that we saw in Vayeitzei, when Yehudah's
mother gave thanks to God at his birth.

2. To admit something

In Vayeishev, Yehudah acts out this meaning of his name. He has the courage
to admit: | was wrong. He had made a promise to Tamar, his daughter-in-
law, to have her marry his youngest son, Shelah. But Yehudah doesn’t come
through on that promise, until Tamar convinces him to admit his wrongdoing.

This same shoresh also forms the word 077in (Modim), which is what opens up the
second-to-last section of the Amidah. What are we doing when we say Modim? Both of
these things.

12770 9Y..92 N'Tia

THANKING

We give thanks to
You...for our lives

+ Why might the same shoresh mean both to thank and to admit? $ ~
a
+ When you pray, are you more focused on thanking, or on =
admitting something (maybe that God is in charge, or that you C
might have done something wrong)? &, %@

+ The Gemara says that the Amidah ends with "kTin (hoda’ah).
Why do you think thanking and admitting are both important

things to do at the end of the Amidah? AL KY
aaROR  LnDAR




