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In This Week’s Parashah  •  מָָה בַּפַָָּרָָשָָׁה

	 Moshe and Aharon learn what to do 
in order to start offering the קָָרְְבָָּנוֹת 
(korbanot, sacrifices) from last week’s 
parashah.

 First, the כֹּהֲֲֹנִִים (kohanim, priests) find 
out about their tasks to prepare each 
korban. They also hear about their 
job perks, like parts of some korbanot 
and keeping the hides of animals. This 
is how they get paid for their work.

	 Second, there is a ritual to inaugurate 
the מִִשְְׁכָָּן (mishkan, sanctuary for God). 
It’s called מִִלּוּאִִים (milluim, inauguration). 
It’s sort of like a grand opening of a 
store, and it lasts for seven days!

	 Part of this is getting the 
 (mizbei’ah, altar) מִִזְְבֵֵּחַַ
ready for the korbanot.

	 And part of this is getting 
the kohanim ready for 
their new roles.



DEVASH | TZAV 5786

Content and editing by Yitzhak Bronstein, Chana Kupetz, Shoshie Lockshin, Jeremy Tabick, Ethan Tucker, Effy Unterman. 
Illustration by Rivka Tsinman. Design by Jen Klor.

	 Can you think of things in 
your home that need to 
be working all the time? 
Who does the work to 
make sure that keeps 
happening? 

Before or after Shabbat, scan to listen to a discussion of these pesukim on the Tzav episode of TORAH TIME!

Understanding the Verses  •  פְְּשַַׁט הַַפְְּסוּקִִים

ויקרא ו:ה-ו

 וְְהָָאֵֵשׁ עַַל הַַמִִּזְְבֵֵּחַַ תּוּקַַד בּוֹ
 לֹאֹ תִִכְְבֶֶּה

 וּבִִעֵֵר עָָלֶֶיהָָ הַַכֹּהֵֵֹן עֵֵצִִים בַַּבֹּקֶֶֹר בַַּבֹּקֶֶֹר
וְְעָָרַַךְְ עָָלֶֶיהָָ הָָעֹלָָֹה וְְהִִקְְטִִיר עָָלֶֶיהָָ חֶֶלְְבֵֵי 

הַַשְְּׁלָָמִִים:

 אֵֵשׁ תָָּמִִיד תּוּקַַד עַַל הַַמִִּזְְבֵֵּחַַ
לֹאֹ תִִכְְבֶֶּה:

Vayikra 6:5-6

The fire on the mizbei’ah (altar) shall be kept 
burning, 
without going out. 
The kohen must burn wood upon it every 
single morning  
and arrange the olah sacrifice on it, and burn 
the fat of the shelamim sacrifice on it. 

A “tamid” (always) fire shall be kept burning 
on the mizbei’ah; do not put it out. 

	 What do you notice? What seems to be the big idea here? 

	 Why might it be important for the fire on the mizbei’ah to stay burning? 

	 A few weeks ago, in Devash for Tetzaveh, we talked a lot about the word “tamid” and its 
connection to the נֵרֵ תָָּמִִיד (ner tamid, continuous flame) that was part of the menorah, 
and the daily sacrifice called the קָָרְְבָָּן תָָּמִִיד (korban tamid, continuous sacrifice). Now 
we see tamid again in connection to the fire on the mizbei’ah! Why do you think so 
many things in the mishkan were done in a way that made them regular or 
permanent? What can that tell us about serving God in the mishkan? 

	 How might it have felt to be responsible for keeping this fire going?
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>

ויקרא ז:לז

זֹאֹת הַַתּוֹרָָה לָָעֹלָָֹה לַַמִִּנְְחָָה 
וְְלַַחַַטָָּאת וְְלָָאָשָָׁם וְְלַַמִִּלּוּאִִים 

וּלְְזֶֶבַַח הַַשְְּׁלָָמִִים:

תלמוד בבלי מסכת מנחות דף קי 
עמוד א

אָמַַר רָָבָָא כָָּל הָָעוֹסֵֵק בַַּתּוֹרָָה אֵֵינוֹ צָָרִִיךְְ לֹאֹ 
עוֹלָָה וְְלֹאֹ מִִנְְחָָה )וְְלֹאֹ חַַטָָּאת( וְְלֹאֹ אָשָָׁם.

Vayikra 7:37   

This is the Torah (teaching) for the olah (burnt), for the 
minhah (gift), for the hattat (sin), for the asham (guilt), for the 
milluim (inauguration), and for the shelamim (peace) offerings.

Bavli Menahot 110a

Rava said: Anyone who studies Torah 
needs not an olah, not a minhah, not a 
hattat, and not an asham. 

  Midrash  •  מִִדְְרָָשׁ

So why does this pasuk 
call the teachings of these 
korbanot “the Torah”?

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text

Learning Torah is one of the most meaningful and important 
things we can do. Check out how powerful Torah study can be 
according to a midrash on our parashah. 

“Torah” literally means “teaching.” So, in theory, 
any single mitzvah or group of mitzvot could be 
called a Torah. They all had to be taught to Benei 
Yisrael. But still, we know that “Torah” usually 
doesn’t mean a particular set of mitzvot; it means 
all of them—the words Moshe wrote down from 
God are all, as one big collection, the Torah!

In the pasuk, each korban is introduced with the letter lamed: 
la-olah, la-minhah…

That means, “for the olah, for the minhah…”

But Rava notices it sounds a lot like: “lo olah, lo minhah…”

That means, “not an olah, not a minhah…”

Putting it all together, 
Rava thinks the pasuk 
could be read: “When you 
have this Torah, you don’t 
need any korbanot—
not an olah, not a 
minhah, etc.”
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 Commentary  •  פַַּרְְשָָׁנוּת
One of the korbanot described in the parashah is called שְְׁלָָמִִים (shelamim). Unlike some 
other korbanot which were either totally burned on the ַַמִִזְְבֵֵּח (mizbei’ah, altar) or eaten 
by the כֹּהֲֲֹנִִים (kohanim, priests), a shelamim was divided—some was burned on the 
mizbei’ah, some was given to the kohanim, and some was eaten by the people who 
brought it. It was like a shared meal of roasted meat.

Someone would bring a shelamim either in the moment (often on holidays like Sukkot) or 
because they made a נֶדֶֶֶר (neder, promise) to bring one.

Why is this korban called shelamim? Here are two perspectives:

	 Now that we can no longer do these korbanot (because there’s no Beit Ha-Mikdash), 
how can learning Torah help?

	 Can you think of ways that Torah learning is like a korban? What sacrifices do people 
make for learning?  

Rava believes this pasuk is hinting at a surprising idea: Learning Torah is so powerful 
that it can even substitute for doing these korbanot.

>> CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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	 What is particularly “peaceful” about the special ways 
a shelamim was brought and eaten?

	 What’s the connection between peace and 
completion? In what way does making peace cause 
a group of different people to be more complete? 
In what way does having peace make an 
individual more “complete” as a person?

	 How could a shelamim be both making 
something whole and also making a payment? A 
payment to whom?

רש"י

שְְׁלָָמִִים שֶֶׁיֵֵּשׁ בָָּהֶֶם 
שָָׁלוֹם לַַמִִּזְְבֵֵּחַַ וְְלַַכֹּהֲֲֹנִִים 

וְְלַַבְְּעָָלִִים.

Rashi (France, 1,000 years 
ago)

They are called shelamim 
because they bring shalom 
(peace) to the mizbei’ah, and to 
the kohanim, and to the person 
bringing the korban. 

R. Samson Raphael Hirsch (Germany, 150 
years ago)

Shelamim is a korban that comes from a feeling of 
sheleimut (completion). 

A korban olah symbolizes seeking God’s closeness 
by making your actions holy. A korban minhah 
symbolizes seeking God’s closeness by extending 
God’s will over the way you survive and become 
happy. But a korban shelamim symbolizes seeking 
God’s closeness from a feeling of contentment, a 
feeling that you lack nothing, and all that’s missing is 
God’s closeness. 

Send us your thoughts 
or questions from the parashah!We'll write back to you, and some will get 

published in future issues of Devash.

Write to us at devash@hadar.org

Rashi thinks shelamim relates the word שָָׁלוֹם (shalom, peace).

R. Hirsch thinks it relates to the word שְְׁלֵמֵוּת (sheleimut, completion). 
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  שְְׁאֵֵלוֹת הַַשָָּׁבוּעַַ

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 11!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to 
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the 
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah.

Which two words 
in this aliyah make 
you think of Pesah? 

What type of pot could be cleaned 
and reused after it was used for a 
?(hattat, sin offering) חַַטָָּאת

Which parts of a שְְׁלָָמִִים 
(shelamim) sacrifice went to 
the כֹּהֲֲֹנִִים (kohanim, priests)? Where did Moshe pour שֶֶׁמֶֶן 

 ,shemen ha-mish’hah) הַַמִִּשְְׁחָָה
the annointing oil)? 

What happened to the skin and meat 
of the bull brought as part of the מִִלּוּאִִים 
(milluim, inauguration) sacrifice?  

What was Moshe’s portion 
of the ram that was offered 
as part of the מִִלּוּאִִים 
(milluim, inauguration)? What were Aharon and his 

sons told to do with any 
leftover meat and bread? 

From the haftarah: 
There will be a big and 
powerful judgment day, 
called the Day of God. Who 
will be sent just before this? 

Can you name all the special 
pieces of clothing worn by 
Aharon in our parashah? 

What sins in the parashah are 
punishable by כָָּרֵֵת (karet, being 
“cut off” from the nation)?

aliyot: 
1) Vayikra 6:1 to 6:11 
2) 6:12 to 7:10
3) 7:11 to 7:38
4) 8:1 to 8:13
5) 8:14 to 8:21
6) 8:22 to 8:29
7) 8:30 to 8:36

haftarah for 
Shabbat Hagadol: 
Malakhi 3:4 to 3:24

Go
od luck!
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Find the Word! 
One of the ten מַַכּוֹת (makkot, plagues) in Egypt began with throwing soot in the air. Can 
you find the makkah, and the word that contains this ׁשֹׁרֶֶֹש (shoresh, root)? (Hint: Look at 
Shemot 9:8-10.) 

Copyright (c) 2026 by Hadar | Devash: Tzav 2026 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

A Moment of Hebrew  •  רֶֶגַעַ שֶֶׁל עִִבְרְִִית

Vayikra 7:2

The asham sacrifice shall be slaughtered at the same 
spot where the olah sacrifice is slaughtered, and the 
blood shall be thrown on all sides of the mizbei’ah (altar). 

ויקרא ז:ב

בִִּמְְקוֹם אֲֲשֶֶׁר יִִשְְׁחֲֲטוּ אֶֶת הָָעֹלָָֹה 
יִִשְְׁחֲֲטוּ אֶֶת הָָאָשָָׁם וְְאֶֶת דָָּמוֹ 

יִִזְְרֹקֹ עַַל הַַמִִּזְְבֵֵּחַַ סָָבִִיב:

מַַזְְרֵֵק =
Syringe (mazreik)

מִִזְְרָָקָָה = 

Water fountain  
(mizrakah)

זַַרְְקָָן/זַַרְְקָָנִִית =
Someone who doesn't 
put in time or effort 
for the tasks they 
need to do (slang) 
(zarkan, zarkanit)

לִִזְְרֹקֹ מַַבָָּט = 
To glance  
(lizrok  
mabat)

לִִזְְרֹקֹ )שֹׁרֶֶֹשׁ ז.ר.ק(

To throw, toss, or 
scatter (lizrok)
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Disagree!
	 It’s up to me how clean my room 
should be.

	 What’s the big deal if it’s just a 
small mess?

	 Everything in my room is put away 
exactly where I want it. (Sometimes, 
that just happens to be the floor!)

Agree!
	 Keeping your space clean is a 
way of showing respect. 

	 Small messes become big 
messes if they’re ignored. 

	 If you clean a little every day it 
becomes a healthy habit. 

 One-Minute Debate  •  דַַּקָָּה שֶֶׁל דִִּיּוּןּּ

How to play:
�	 Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come 

up with your own. Then debate someone!

�	 For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to 
make its best case.

Debate: It’s important to clean your 
room every day. 

Agree!

Maybe 
both?

Disagree!

The כֹּהֲֲֹנִִים (kohanim, 
priests) had to 
remove the ashes 
from the ַַמִִזְְבֵֵּח 
(mizbei’ah, altar) 
every day (Vayikra 
6:2-4 and see Tell 
Me More About 
This! below).

Terumat ha-deshen

All the קָָרְְבָָּנוֹת (korbanot, sacrifices) brought on the ַַמִִזְְבֵֵּח (mizbei’ah, altar) every 
day produced a lot of ashes. Clearing these out each day was a job for the 
kohanim, called תְְּרוּמַַת הַַדֶֶּשֶֶׁן (terumat ha-deshen).

Terumat ha-deshen was more than mizbei’ah maintenance – it was a mitzvah all 
its own. 

In fact, terumat ha-deshen was a really popular mitzvah! Here’s a story about it 
from the Mishnah.

!Tell Me More About This  •  בּוֹאוּ נְדְַַבֵּרֵ עַלַ זֶהֶ 
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	 Would you and your siblings ever compete over who gets to do a clean-up job?  
What do you think this story tells us about the kohanim who were racing to do terumat 
ha-deshen?

	 Can you see yourself racing to do other mitzvot? Which ones?

	 What’s the moral of the story in the Mishnah? Can you think of a few possible lessons?

מסכת יומא פרק ב משניות 
א-ב

בָָּרִִשׁאוֹנָָה כָָּל מִִי שֶֶׁרוֹצֶֶה לִִתְְרֹםֹ אֶֶת 
הַַמִִּזְְבֵֵּחַַ, תּוֹרֵֵם. וּבִִזְְמַַן שֶֶׁהֵֵן מְְרֻֻבִִּין, 

רָָצִִין וְְעוֹלִִין בַַּכֶֶּבֶֶשׁ, וְְכָָל הַַקּוֹדֵֵם 
אֶֶת חֲֲבֵֵרוֹ בְְאַרְְבַַּע אַמּוֹת זָָכָָה…

מַַעֲֲשֶֶׂה שֶֶׁהָָיוּ שְְׁנֵֵיהֶֶם שָָׁוִִין וְְרָָצִִין 
וְְעוֹלִִין בַַּכֶֶּבֶֶשׁ, וְְדָָחַַף אֶֶחָָד מֵֵהֶֶן אֶֶת 
חֲֲבֵֵרוֹ, וְְנָָפַַל וְְנִִשְְׁבְְּרָָה רַַגְְלוֹ. וְְכֵֵיוָָן 

שֶֶׁרָָאוּ בֵֵית דִִּין שֶֶׁבָָּאִִין לִִידֵֵי סַַכָָּנָָה, 
הִִתְְקִִינוּ שֶֶׁלֹּאֹ יְְהוּ תוֹרְְמִִין אֶֶת 

הַַמִִּזְְבֵֵּחַַ אֶֶלָָּא בְְפַַיִִס.

Mishnah Yoma 2:1-2

At first, whichever kohen wanted to remove the ashes 
from the mizbei’ah, removed them. But then there were 
a lot of interested kohanim, so they would have a race 
up the ramp of the mizbei’ah, and whoever arrived first 
within four amot of the top, would win the right to do it…

But one time there was a tie between two kohanim, and 
one pushed the other, and that one fell off the ramp 
and broke his leg! When the beit din (court) saw that 
this was becoming dangerous, they decided that you 
could only do terumat hadeshen by winning a lottery. 

	 What’s powerful about making the clean-up a mitzvah, 
and not just something that has to be done in order for 
the “real” mitzvot to take place?

	 Terumah means “something lifted up,” so terumat ha-
deshen literally means “lifting up the ashes.” Why might 

it be important to appreciate and hold up 
the ashes from yesterday’s korbanot? 

Why is it important to appreciate 
the accomplishments of yesterday 
before moving on with the new day?
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in Halakhah 101 (shiurim, measurements) שִִׁעוּרִִים

When the Torah says to eat some matzah on the first night of Pesah, how much do 
you think you need to eat? Is it enough to put a tiny crumb of matzah in your mouth? 
Do you have to eat a whole box of matzah? 

Actually, there’s a required measurement called a shiur. It’s a very old tradition that the 
minimum amount of food that can count as “eating” is something the size of an olive, 
a כְְּזָָיִִת (kezayit). So, just about any time the Torah says you have to eat something, it 
means at least a kezayit. If you ate a kezayit of matzah, you did your job; if not, not! 

And the same goes for the Torah holding you responsible for eating things that are 
forbidden, like hametz on Pesah. Back when Jewish courts might have punished 
people for breaking rules, they would only have stepped in when someone actually 
ate an kezayit of hametz. 

This conversation about shiurim connects to a pasuk in our parashah about some 
animal parts that we aren’t allowed to eat. 

Based on what we learned above about shiurim, you 
might think that it’s allowed to eat a tiny taste of heilev 
or blood. 

R. Yohanan thought that actually, no, heilev and blood 
are different! R. Yohanan notices in our pasuk that the 
word כׇׇּל (kol, any) appears twice (we bolded them). 
Why’s that? Why not just say, “don’t eat heilev and 
blood?” He answers: The word “kol” teaches that even 
the smallest amount is not ok! For heilev and blood he 
says that the principle is, חֲֲצִִי שִִׁעוּר אָסוּר מִִן הַַתּוֹרָָה—the 
Torah forbids eating even less than a kezayit. 

Halakhah  •  הֲֲלָכָָהָ

Learn one way  
the parashah

practically impacts 
our lives

Vayikra 3:17

Do not eat any heilev (a kind of fat) or any blood

לוג

NOT KOSHER!

ויקרא ג:יז

כׇׇּל חֵֵלֶֶב וְְכׇׇל דָָּם לֹאֹ תֹכֵֵאלוּ
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1.  these – (hametz) חָָמֵֵץ and (matzot, matzahs) מַַצּוֹת

are what we eat on Pesah and what we don’t eat 
on Pesah (6:9,10)

 2.	 A bronze pot (6:21)
 3.	 The breast and the right thigh (7:31-34)
 4.	 Over everything in the mishkan (8:10) and on 

Aharon’s head (8:12)
 5.	 It was burnt up outside the camp (8:17)
 6.	 The breast (8:29)
 7.	 Burn it (8:32)

 8. Eating from a שְְׁלָָמִִים (shelamim) when you are טָָמֵֵא 
(tamei, impure) (7:20-21), eating חֵֵלֶֶב (heilev, a kind 
of fat) from a sacrifice (7:26), eating blood (7:27)

 9. There are seven mentioned: תֹּכְּנֶֶֹת  (ketonet, tunic), 
 ,ephod) אֵֵפוֹד ,(me’il, robe) מְְעִִיל ,(avnet, sash) אַבְְנֵֵט
vest), חֹשֶֶֹׁן (hoshen, breastplate), מִִצְְנֶֶפֶֶת (mitznefet, 
cap), צִִיץ (tzitz, headband) (8:7-9). He also wore an 
8th piece of clothing: מִִכְְנָָסַַיִִם (mikhnasayim, pants) 
(see Shemot 28:42-43).

10.	 The prophet Eliyahu (Malakhi 3:23)

This publication contains

words of Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate reverence

Reish Lakish disagreed—he thought that the Torah did not forbid such small 
amounts, but that they were still forbidden by Hazal.

Rambam writes that tasting even a 
tiny amount of a forbidden food 

is forbidden by the Torah, but 
punishments are only given to 
those who eat more than a 
shiur (Ma’akhalot Asurot 14:2).

Now you know more about 
measurements in Jewish 
law, and you also know 
not to read too quickly 
past a word like “kol.” 
Even the smallest words 
in the Torah can be 
packed with meaning! 

-1
-2
-3
-41/2 

kez
ayit

מלא לוגמיו

revi'it
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