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Yitzhak prays for Rivkah to have children, and she becomes pregnant
with twins. The twins struggle inside her. God tells her this is because
there are two nations within her.

The firstborn is reddish and covered with hair. They call him Esav.
The second is born holding onto Esav’s heel. He's called Yaakov.
Yitzhak loves Esav; Rivkah loves Yaakov.

Years later, Yaakov buys the birthright (special privileges or
responsibilities of the firstborn) from Esav and feeds him lentil stew.

Yitzhak goes blind. He tells Esav that he is going to
give him a n272 (berakhah, blessing).

Rivkah hears this, but she wants Yaakov to
receive the berakhah. She tells Yaakov to
wear Esav's clothes and puts goatskins on
his arms so that they would feel like Esav's,
which are hairy. Yaakov then goes to get
the berakhah from Yitzhak.

Yitzhak notices that his son sounds like
Yaakov but has the hands of Esav, and
Yitzhak gives him the berakhah.

When Esav finds out what happened, he is
very upset and says he will kill Yaakov.

Rivkah hears what Esav said, and she and
Yitzhak tell Yaakov to go to Rivkah's brother,
Lavan.
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When is your personality determined?

The Torah describes Yaakov and Esav when they were growing inside Rivkah's belly:
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Bereishit Rabbah 63:6 1:20 N2 YYUKRNA
When she passed by houses of idolatry, N7 N'TI2Y “n2 5y N2y
Esav would struggle to get out—that's what is RIN RTD ARYD 02750 WM
written, “Wicked people are devious from the "anTn 0YYYY AT 27007
womb" (Tehillim 58:4). .(1:n3 0%5nn)
When she passed by synagogues and houses 7R21 N17032 202 DY N2y
of study, Yaakov would struggle to get out— NRYY 03790 2PY? NIYITH
that's what is written, “Before | formed you in 07v2" RN KT
the belly | knew you; and before you came out "MYA2 IR 4

of the belly I made you holy” (Yirmiyahu 1:5). (k) 4

Our Rabbis often
view Esav as a

bad guy who loves
idolatry, and Yaakov
as a good guy who loves
Torah. According to this midrash,
the twins had their personalities
even before they were born!
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Do you have any interests or desires you've had your
whole life? What is the midrash trying to teach us about
Yaakov and Esav?

If you've felt one way about something your whole
life, is it possible to change?

In this midrash, Yaakov is naturally good and
Esav is naturally bad. Do you think good acts

still count if they come naturally to you, or is it
necessary to have to struggle for it? What about
bad acts - can someone be blamed if doing bad
comes naturally? Why?

THIYU19

Esav said, “I am going to die, so for what NN 9210 721K NN WY IR
do I have a bekhorah (firstborn rights)?” 1122 79 NT R

Bereishit 25:32 25:15 nYwr1a
,
What does Esav mean when he says, “l am going to

die"? How does this explain why he was so willing to

@ (@ ‘
S
V /,: =\ sell his bekhorah to Yaakov?

Rashi suggests that Esav'’s
comment was part of a
conversation he was having
with Yaakov about the n'T2Y
(avodanh, service) of offering sacrifices
to God in the Beit Ha-Mikdash. This was
supposed to be the responsibility of a
firstborn child.




Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) M"Y ’

Esav said: What's the nature of this avodah? 291 NTI2Y SY N30 An Ry nx
Yaakov said: Many warnings and 7YY NINTR N2 10 R
punishments and death penalties are G o) 17?ﬂ’713 ninom

connected to it (if you don't do it properly). oK AT by mn,? 1in 2K N
Esav said: If | am going to die by it, why do | 2n2 ) Yan nnis

need it at all?

Rashi thinks Esav is admitting that he's not
spiritually ready to assume the responsibility of the
bekhorah.

Rashbam sees it differently.

o"avA

Y 07713190 071972 nivn TIvY 720 28 012 Y02
007 1201 7281 NiY7 nI7NY NiYINY 0727

Rashbam (France, 950 years ago)

Every day | go hunting in the forests where there
are bears and lions and other wild animals, so
I'm in danger of dying any time.

According to Rashbam, Esav feels like he probably
won't live long enough to enjoy the benefits of being
the firstborn (like the double portion of inheritance
when their father dies). He might as well exchange
his rights to whatever he'll get later for something he
can enjoy right now, like Yaakov's soup.

What do these interpretations have in common? What
do they teach us about Esav's personality? How are they
different from each other?

Can you find evidence for either interpretation in the
pesukim that tell this story or from any other stories we
know about Esav?
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aliyot:

1) Bereishit 25:19 to 26:5
2) 26:6 to 26:12

3) 26:13 to 26:22

4) 26:23 to 26:29

5) 26:30 to 27:27

6) 27:28 to 28:4

7) 28:5 to 28:9

haftarah: Malakhi 1:1 to

0 IHIWA Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in
the matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading.

217
W Where does God tell gOOd luck!
Yitzhak not to go?
 What neighborhood
in Yerushalayim is
' ) What are the names of mentioned?

the first three wells that
Yitzhak digs?

. What is the name

of the town where

© Which two people Avimelekh lives?

say 2230 (hineini,
here | am)?

+ According to Yitzhak's
blessing, what will Esav

What are the two live on?

ways that Esav and
Yishmael are related?
%J How many times does
Rivkah tell Yaakov 79pa yny
. J Two names are used to describe (shema b'koli, listen to‘ my .
the place where Rivkah's brother, voice/what I'm saying)?
Lavan, lives. What are they?

: J From the haftarah: What
line from the Hallel prayer
appears here?
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H'T 79 N7 T - One-Minute Debate

;fﬁi&;@,.a —
Debate: Sibling rivalry is inevitable.

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

fgree! Disagree!

&= ¢ It's what happens when two or + If parents treat each child fairly, and
more people have to share the give each child enough attention,
same parents. sibling rivalry can be avoided.

+ Yaakov and Esav aren't the only ’ Yaakov and Rivkah chose favorites

and that's where their family
troubles began.

+ Efrayim and Menashe seem to get
along just fine. So peace is possible!

siblings in the Torah to have ;
major conflicts. There's also Kayin
and Hevel, and Yosef and his
brothers. It's a regular part of life.

OOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO

11V9n - Haftarah

Malakhi was a prophet who lived about 2500 years ago, at the time of
117¥ N2 (shivat tziyon, the return to Zion/Yerushalayim). The Jewish
people were coming back from 522 n153 (galut Bavel, the Babylonian
exile), and beginning to serve God again in the second YTpni N2 (Beit
Ha-Mikdash, Holy Temple).

Though shivat tziyon was a happy time, Malakhi points out that

the n'Tay (avodah, service) in the second Beit Ha-Mikdash had
some major problems. The biggest issue was that the 010>
(kohanim, priests) weren't doing a good job. Malakhi says that

they were making God's name profane by bringing unfit animals
as sacrifices. He warns that God will send curses to kohanim who
act this way, and that we owe it to God to do better because, after
all, God showed great love to Yaakov, our ancestor, and completely
rejected Esav.

Malakhi's message includes some words and phrases that echo
07205 n272 (birkat kohanim), the special prayer that God gave to
Aharon and his sons for blessing Benei Yisrael (Bemidbar 6:24-26).
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like in birkat kohanim:
A2 2R 179 TR
+ Can you find words in the haftarah that connect AR N i g
to the WY (shoresh, root) 1.1.x (light)? May God show a bright face to vou
and be gracious to you
+ Can you find words in the haftarah that connect

ift)?
to the shoresh R.v.1 (to lift)? lke in birkat kohanim:

+ Can you find the word 0¥ (shalom, peace) in PR 1718 7T RE?
the haftarah? Mav God Lift God's face toward ou

+ Why might Malakhi have used these words and
phrases? What's powerful about the way he
connected his prophecy to birkat kohanim?

19711 - Halakhah P = s practicallyimpacts
A ( J m our lives
The Gemara explains that Yaakov was cooking lentil
stew for Yitzhak because Yitzhak was mourning Parashah Scavenger

Avraham'’s death (Bavli Bava Be?tra 16b). Rashi explains Hunt Answers:
that Yaakov chose to cook lentils because round foods
have symbolic meaning for mourners.

Round foods can represent the idea that everyone

in the world is sometimes impacted by sadness or

mourning, just like each part of a wheel will at

some point touch the ground. Another

explanation is that round foods have no
opening (no "mouth”), and it is customary
for mourners to speak very little at the
beginning of their mourning period (Bavli

Moed Kattan 21b). It's really true - when you're

sad, it can be very hard to talk about anything.

Mourners often eat round foods, such as hard

boiled eggs or lentils, at the first meal following

their relative’s burial. This meal is known as the

X120 NTIY0 (Seudat Havra'ah) (Shulhan Arukh
Yoreh Deah 378:9).

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking HADAR @
kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion.
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At the beginning of our parashah, we get two different versions of
saea the same verb (action word) in the same verse:

Bereishit Rabbah 25:21 RXJ:1D NYWUKRI2
Yitzhak pleaded (va-ye'etar) with God on behalf of his wife, IAYR ND17 'N2 PhX? ARYN
because she had no children; NI NPY 7D
and his plea was answered (va-yay'ater) for him by God, 'n % nyn
and his wife Rivkah became pregnant. YR N2 0m

Both highlighted words
come from the ¥V
(shoresh, root) 1.n.Y:

2. 0Y" (va-yay'ater)

Describes something
happening to Yitzhak:
having his prayer
answered.

1. 2nY" (va-ye'etar)

Describes Yitzhak doing

something: pleading or This is a
praying. passive verb,

. . because
This is an active verb, . .

. . . Yitzhak is

because Yitzhak is being . .

. . being passive -
active - he's doing the L

. the action is
action. .

being done to

In Hebrew this form is him.

called i (kal) or 5y8
(pa‘al).

In Hebrew the
form of the verb is
called Y31 (nif'al).

Here are a few other examples from our parashah and beyond:

Keep your eyes open for
these kinds of words that
take the same idea in
two different directions!

PA'AL/KAL ACTIVE NIF'AL PASSIVE
X771 (va-var, saw) R771 (va-veira, was seen)

12 (shavu, captured) 1292 (nishbu, were captured)

2y (shavar, broke) 2202 (nishbar, was broken) T 2?
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