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&g m7on - Prayer

Each day of Sukkot, we say Hoshanot, prayers to God for help, centered around the
words R YWin (hosha na, “please save us”).

These words come from a verse in Tehillim (118:25) that we say in Hallel:
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“Please, God, save Us.” @n® oy, for You 268
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When we say Hoshanot, the
YT 177K (aron kodesh, ark) is
opened, and a Torah scroll

is brought to the place
where it is read. Everyone
takes their lulav and

etrog and walks in a

circle around the Torah
(Shulhan Arukh Orah

Hayyim 660:1).

The Hoshanot prayers

follow an alef-bet pattern,
with each line beginning with
the next letter of the Hebrew

alphabet. Each day of Sukkot has 9\15\'\ .
its own Hoshanot. The seventh " . ¥ s
day of Sukkot is called Hoshana /”/Pas 777 TV &1 YYD SR
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Rabbah (“the big Hoshana"), and on W/lo,s‘g Ve Us, for yoy sake, the One
that day we circle the Torah seven times! SUS 0ut, Plegge save us.

+ Why would we circle the Torah and hold the lulav and etrog while asking God to save us?
How does this shape our understanding of what it means to shake a Iulav and etrog?

+ Sukkot is a time for joy! Why would it also be the time we ask, over and over, to be
saved? How does this connect Sukkot with Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur?
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The Mishnah describes the way Sukkot was observed in the YTpni n22a (Beit HaMikdash,
Holy Temple in Yerushalayim):

Mishnah Sukkah 4:5 n:T N30 NaYn
How was the mitzvah of the aravah (willow) branches 27373 N27Y Myn
performed? . .
,072U1770 nvn? n70 0ipn
There was a place below Yerushalayim called oYy 177117 .R¥IN RPN
Motza. People would go there and gather large oY nivaTn ayn 170p2m
aravah branches. They would bring them to the Beit 7T¥2 10IR 179R1T 17823 ,N27Y
HaMikdash and stand them around the mizbei'ah 222 DY 179183 1@72}81] ,NATNN
(altar), with the tops of the branches bending over it. .namn
The shofar was sounded. AYRN YN PR
Every day of Sukkot, they would circle the mizbei'ah 0Y3 NATRD DX 17971 oy’ ’7;);
once and say: "Please, God, save us. Please, God, bring NY7YIn ' RAR" 070X ,NNR

Us success” ~ % - "R NN7O¥N N RAN LRI
(Tehillim \\
18:25) ...
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On the seventh day of Sukkot, aka Hoshana Rabbah, naTAN DX 179771 0171 ANIKY

they would circle the mizbei'ah seven times. .0Mmys yay
When they finished, they would say: "Beauty is yours, ,07MIR 10 AN ,107708 nYyYa
O mizbei'ah! Beauty is yours, O mizbei'ah!” .natn 97 797 ,natn 77 79"

+ What's the meaning of circling around the mizbei'ah while praying to be saved? What
would this make us feel about the mizbe'ah?

+ If they would circle the mizbei'ah seven times on Hoshana Rabbah, what does that tell
us about that day?

+ What was beautiful about the mizbei'ah? Why is it important to praise it for its beauty,
especially on Hoshana Rabbah?

Mishnah Sukkah 4:6 1:7 N0 NAYN
R. Yohanan ben Berokah says: People would bring ni7IN AR AR 121301 220
palm branches and strike them on the ground 1702107 ,178720 170 5T DY
beside the mizbei'ah. Because of this, the day INIRY ,NATHN 7TX2 YRIR2 1NIR
was called "The Day of Beating the Branches.” 01770 V2N 012 KR 01N

Today, Hoshana Rabbah looks a bit like what R. Yohanan ben Berokah describes. After
saying the last Hoshanot in the morning there are prayers for rain, and then many
communities take bundles of aravah branches and strike them on the ground (Shulhan
Arukh Orah Hayyim 664:4). (More about that on the next page!)

+ Why is it important to perform rituals that remind us of the Beit HaMikdash? What
might Sukkot have to do with the Beit HaMikdash?

+ Why is rain so important to pray for? At the end of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and
Sukkot—after all the prayers we make all month long—why is rain the final thing we
pray for?

+ Now that there's no Beit HaMikdash or mizbei'ah, what's special about the tradition of
striking the bundles of aravah branches on the ground on Hoshana Rabbah?




On Hoshana Rabbah, the last day of
Sukkot, we beat aravah branches on the
ground. Why?

A midrash teaches that the 07171 27X
(arba minim, four species) on Sukkot
represent different kinds of Jewish
people all coming together (Vayikra
Rabbah 30:12):

The 2170 (etrog), which has both taste
and fragrance, represents people who
have both Torah and good deeds.

XNI'T 44U - The Calendar

The 2515 (lulav), which has taste but no
fragrance, represents people who have
Torah but not many good deeds.

The 0T (hadas), which has fragrance but
no taste, represents people who have good
deeds but not much Torah.

The n27Y (aravah), which has neither taste
nor fragrance, represents people who have
neither Torah nor good deeds.

So why is the aravah so special on Hoshana
Rabbah?

The aravah branch that we take on
Hoshana Rabbah also symbolizes tefillah
(prayer). The aravah looks like a mouth and
lips, and it represents Jews who may not
have much Torah learning or many good
deeds. On Hoshana Rabbah, we set aside
the other species and say: We may not
have much Torah or many good deeds; we
no longer have the etrog or lulav or hadas.
We are all like this aravah. So what do
we have? A mouth to pray with, like this
aravah, which is similar to a mouth.

R. Eliyahu Ki Tov (Poland and Israel, 75 years ago)
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