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Be
ca

use learning Torah is sweet

סֻּּכּוֹת
Sukkot

A Moment of Hebrew  •  רֶֶגַעַ שֶֶׁל עִִבְרְִִית

Vayikra 23:42

You shall live in sukkot for seven 
days. All citizens in Israel shall 
live in sukkot.

ויקרא כג:מב

בׁשְׁוּ שִׁׁבְְעַַת יָָמִִים כָּּל הָָאֶֶזְְרָָח  בַּּסֻּּכֹּתּ תֵּּ
בׁשְֵׁיֵוּ בַּּסֻּּכֹּתּ: ל  יִִּבְּשְׂׂרֵָָאֵ

סֻכָָֻּה = 
A shelter we 
build for the 
holiday of 
Sukkot (sukkah)

סְְכָָךְְ =
The roof of 
a sukkah 
(skhakh)

מָָסָָךְְ = 
A screen (television 
or phone); also 
the covering at the 
entrance of the 
Mishkan (masakh)

סְְכָָכָָה = 
Sunshade 
(sekhakhah)

כָָה = מֵַַסֵּ
Mask 
(maseikhah)

Find the Word! 
At the end of Shemot chapter 33, God tells 
Moshe that no human being can see God 
and live. But God allows Moshe to see some 
aspect of God, while also protecting Moshe. 
What word does God use to describe how 
God will cover what Moshe can see? (Hint: 
The word comes from our ׁרֶֶֹשֹׁש [shoresh, root], 
but the letter samekh is swapped with another 
letter that sometimes sounds like samekh!)
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What are the rules for building a sukkah? 

The main components are a couple of walls and ְְסְְכָָך (skhakh) on top. For skhakh, 
we use natural materials that are disconnected from the ground, like tree branches. 

Here are some more guidelines, all from the Mishnah, about what makes a sukkah either 
רֵשֵׁ  .(pasul, invalid) פָָּסוּל or (kosher) כָָּ

As you learn these mishnayot, ask yourself: What do these rules teach us about how it 
should feel to spend our time in a sukkah on Sukkot? 

סוכה פרק א

עֵֶֶמֵשְְׂרִִים  סֻכָָֻּה שֶֶׁהִִיא גְְבוֹהָָה לְְמַַעְְלָָה 
אַמָָּה, פְְּסוּלָָה. רַַבִִּי יְְהוּדָָה מַַכְְשִִׁיר. 

ין  ינָָהּ גְְּבוֹהָָה עֲֲשָָׂרָָה טְְפָָחִִים, וְְשֵֶֶׁאֵ וְְשֵֶֶׁאֵ
בָָֻּרֻה  לָָהּ שְְׁשָָֹׁלֹה דְְּפָָנוֹת, וְְשֶֶׁחַַמָָּתָָהּ מְְ

מִִצִִּלָָּתָָהּ, פְְּסוּלָָה.

הָָעוֹשֶֶׂה סֻכָָֻּתוֹ תַַחַַת הָָאִִילָָן, כְְּאִִלּוּ עֲֲשָָׂאָהּ 
בְְּתוֹךְְ הַַבָָּיִִת.

Sukkah Chapter 1

A sukkah that is taller than 20 amot (around 30 
feet) is pasul (invalid). R. Yehudah says it is kosher.

If it is less than 20 tefahim (around 30 inches) tall, 
or if it has fewer than three walls, or if it is more 
sunny than shady inside—it is pasul.

If you make your sukkah under a tree, it’s as if you 
made it inside your house!

This publication
contains words of Torah, 
so please treat it with 
appropriate reverence.ָנָה Mishnah  •  מִִׁשְׁ
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Sitting in a sukkah should make us feel some different, and even opposite, feelings. On 
one hand, we should feel protected, and so a sukkah should be stable. On the other 
hand, we should feel a little bit vulnerable, and in need of protection, and so a sukkah 
should feel temporary. 

	 For each scenario in these 
mishnayot, why do you think 
the sukkah described is 
kosher or pasul? 

י סֻכָָֻּה, הָָעֶֶלְְיוֹנָָה  סֻכָָֻּה עַַל גֵַַּבֵּ
רָָה, וְְהַַתַַּחְְתּוֹנָָה פְְּסוּלָָה.  כְְֵשֵׁ
ין  רֵמֵ, אִִם ֵאֵ רַַבִִּי יְְהוּדָָה אוֹ

דִִּיּוּרִִין בָָּעֶֶלְְיוֹנָָה, הַַתַַּחְְתּוֹנָָה 
רָָה. כְְֵּשֵׁ

רֵַַפֵּס עָָלֶֶיהָָ סָָדִִין מִִפְְֵּנֵי הַַחַַמָָּה, 
אוֹ תַַּחְְתֶֶּיהָָ מִִפְְֵּנֵי הַַנְְּשָָׁר, אוֹ 

י הַַקִִּינוֹף, פְְּסוּלָָה. רֵַַפֵּס עַַל גֵַַּבֵּ שֶֶׁ

If you build a sukkah on top of another sukkah—
the top one is kosher and the bottom one is pasul. 
R. Yehudah says: If no one is living in the top 
sukkah, the bottom one is kosher.

If you spread an awning over a sukkah because of 
the sun, or if you spread a sheet under the skhakh 
because of falling leaves, or if you have a canopy 
bed inside the sukkah—it is pasul.
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	 Can you give an example of a sukkah that would 
make you feel too protected? How about a sukkah 
that would make you feel too vulnerable? (Your 
examples could be from these mishnayot or from 
your imagination.) 

	 How do sun and shade 
connect to the rules in 
these mishnayot?
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On the previous pages, we saw that a sukkah is supposed to provide shade.  
That’s the role of the ְְסְְכָָך (skhakh) on top. 

The Zohar explains that a sukkah’s shade can represent a bigger idea: faith in God.

!Tell Me More About This  •  בּוֹאוּ נְדְַַבֵּרֵ עַלַ זֶהֶ 

זהר אמור מג

בְְּשַַׁעֲֲתָָא דְְּבַַר נָָשׁ יָָתִִיב בְְּמָָדוֹרָָא דָָּא 
ימְְנוּתָָא, שְְׁכִִינְְתָָּא פַַּרְְסָָא  צִִלָָּא דִִּמְְֵהֵ

ילָָּא.  גַַּדְְפָָהָָא עֵָָלֵיהּ מִִלְְֵּעֵ

וְְאַבְְרָָהָָם וַַחֲֲמִִשָָּׁה צַַדִִּיקַַיָָּיא אָחֳֳרָָנִִין 
יהּ. אָמַַר רִִבִִּי  יהוֹן עִִֵמֵּ שַַׁוְְיָָין מָָדוֵֹרֵ
אַבָָּא, אַבְְרָָהָָם וַַחֲֲמִִשָָּׁה צַַדִִּיקַַיָָּיא, 

יהּ. יהוֹן עִִֵמֵּ וְְדָָוִִד מַַלְְכָָּא, שַַׁוְְיָָין מָָדוֵֹרֵ

Zohar Emor 43

When people sit in this home (a sukkah), under 
the shade of the faithful, the Shekhinah (God’s 
presence) spreads Her wings above them.

Then Avraham and five other tzaddikim (righteous 
people) come and live there with them. R. Abba 
says it’s Avraham, five other tzaddikim, and King 
David who come to live in the sukkah with them.

	 In this text, the shade of a sukkah is called 
ימְְנוּתָָא  tzila dimheimnuta, the shade) צִִלָָּא דִִּמְְֵהֵ
of the faithful). How does a sukkah symbolize 
God's protection over those who have faith?

	 How does sitting in a 
sukkah make you feel 
closer to God?

	 The special guests 
mentioned in the Zohar 
are called שְְֻׁאֻפִִּיזִִין  
(ushpizin).  

Why might these 
guests want to 
sit with us in the 
sukkah?


