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§ 119192 1N - In This Week's Parashah

+ The parashah focuses on leadership and + If a person kills someone by accident, they
justice. Benei Yisrael must appoint D705V have to move to an U’;Qn 92y (ir miklat, city of
(shoftim, judges) and 0?VY (shotrim, officers). refuge).

We are told: 90 T¥ PTY (tzedek tzedek
tirdof), which means to work so hard to create * Judges need to rule based on hqnest
justice that it's like we're chasing after it. testimony from more than one witness.

+ There is a mitzvah to listen to the judgments ~ * When it's time for war, not everyone has

and Torah teachings of the kohanim and to fight. Before battle, Benei Yisrael should
shoftim. propose peace. They must make every effort
not to harm people who were not soldiers or
+ Whoever becomes a king of Benei Yisrael natural resources.

may hot own too much gold or silver, own too
many horses, or marry too many wives. A king ¢ |f someone is mysteriously killed in the middle
needs to fear God, follow the Torah, and not of nowhere, the leaders of the nearest town
“raise his heart” above everyone else. perform a special ritual called N9y 1)y
(eglah arufah).
+ Benei Yisrael must not listen to sorcerers or
false prophets.
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Before Benei Yisrael go into battle, the 1713 (kohen, priest) will give a
speech, encouraging the people to trust in God. Then, the 0”VY (shotrim,
officers) will announce that some people can skip the fighting: anyone who
just built a new house, or just planted a new vineyard, or just got engaged
to get married, and....

Devarim 20:8 n:> 0"AaT
The officers go on speaking to the troops oyn 28 1277 0770¥N 1807
and say, "Is there anyone afraid and weak of 2271 771 X770 YIRD 70 10K
heart? They can go back to their home, so 2277NK bR? KDY 10725 QYN 177
they don't discourage everyone else.” 112293 17hx

War is scary! You'd think most people
would be frightened. Is there something
else going on with the person who is

"afraid and weak of heart"?

Mishnah Sotah 8:5 N Navn h p1d NI noon

R. Akiva says: "Afraid and weak of heart” is what it 771 X270 IR R27PY 727
sounds like—a person who is too scared to stand ’Dﬁjz 12°RY ,1ynYnd i;??_\
in the battle and see a drawn sword. Nk nprg’?iaa MYPA TinyH

gy

R. Yosei HaGelili says: "Afraid and weak of heart”

is someone who is afraid of the sins they have 771 8770 MR 227920 7017 727
done. The Torah gave all these other reasons also nﬁ’gya m N‘pzm;orj nt 3;?0
(new house, vineyard, etc.) so that a sinner could mjnh b ng’_y@ ﬁ;?g’? ;ﬁz:_ugj
leave with other people, and not have to publicly 12222 ‘1*1‘(!:1?1{) 15X PO I‘IN

embarrass themselves because of their sins.

Content and editing by Anna Leah Berstein Simpson, Yitzhak Bronstein, Chana Kupetz, Shoshie Lockshin, Jeremy Tabick,
Ethan Tucker, Effy Unterman. Design by Jen Klor. lllustration by Elad Lifshitz.



The pasuk explains that people who are afraid should leave the battle so

they don't discourage everyone else. The mishnah presents two options

about the kinds of fear that could have this impact.

+ How could one person's fears affect the other soldiers?

+ If a soldier can't have enough courage even to look at a sword,
will they be useful in battle? What can we learn from this about

facing our own challenges in life?

+ What do you think it means for a person to be afraid of their
sins? How do you think that would affect them in war? How

might their sins affect the other soldiers?

THIY19

Devarim 17:14-15

When you come to the land that God your
Lord is giving you, and inherit it and settle
there, you might say, “"Let's have a king, like all
the nations around me.”

Som tasim a king over yourself, one chosen
by God your Lord...

Is it good for Benei Yisrael to have a king?

A lot depends on how you understand the words “som tasim.”
They literally mean something like “set, yes set.” When the Torah
doubles a verb (action word), it often means that this action is

something you really should do.

On‘the other hand, Sefer Devarim emphasizes that we aren't
supposed to be “like all the nations.” So, the request doesn’t

sound ideal!

Rambam and lbn Ezra have different understandings. Try to see

how each one reads “som tasim.”

10-T72:72 02727

TR ' WK YIRD N KD 7D
DIBNY A2 NOIY ANYIN 75 N3
WK 07120 522 72n 75y Iy
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Rambam (Spain and Egypt, 850 years ago)  A"VP WY MXn Mxnn 150 0"an7
Positive mitzvah #173 is to appoint a king 03 YaR? 9210 1179Y Nn? AIRY K70
to lead us, as it says “som tasim a king over 77207 10K KIN) 13)’“\3’1 UnhN
yourself.” " W’Dn 79y uvwn i"
The Sifrei Devarim teaches that Benei Yisrael Yoy ,71502 011Y7 117 0TH 1201
were given three special mitzvot when they V“IN'? '1110’333 '7NWW’ 1Mp¥I NIy
entered Eretz Yisrael: to appoint a king, to build nLa 0'15 mJJb’I ,"Ilm D“\’IDJJ mJD'D
the Beit Ha-Mikdash, and to destroy Amalek. 7573}7 '7‘0 W“\T n’ﬁDﬁ'?W ,m’nﬂ“\
Ibn Ezra (Spain, 900 years ago) RITY 128
"Som tasim”—this is optional. .My - "o'Yn 0"

+ What are the pros and cons to having a king?

+ What do you think of the request in the first pasuk to
be “like all the nations"? Could this be evidence for
one of the positions above? What other evidence can
you find in the pesukim?

+ Read Devarim 17:15-20 in a humash. Does it seem like
the Torah is excited about the idea of a king? What do
you notice about the rules for kings? Could a king who

follows these rules help Benei Yisrael to serve God?

1T 74 72T IKi2 - Tell Me More About This!

What happens when Benei Yisrael actually ask for a king?

We can fast-forward to the time when they first make this request, in the days of
N2230 'ngwj (Shmuel Ha-Navi, Shmuel the prophet). Shmuel tells God, and God says:

Copyright (c) 2025 by Hadar | Devash: Shoftim 2025 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons.
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Shmuel Alef 8:7 T:N R HRMNVY

“Listen to everything the people say to you. 779K 1KY WK 557 0Yn Sipa yny
For it is not you they have rejected, but it is Me 20N 1DKRN PNXR 72 10KRN OR KD 72
that they have rejected from ruling over them!” .D(P?;g

+ Whose position does this seem to support in the nN11Y18 / Commentary
debate (on the opposite page), Rambam or lbn Ezra?

Shmuel says that asking for a human king to be like the other nations is nothing other
than rejecting God as the true King!

Shmuel then goes onto warn the people about all the terrible things kings do to their
people, like turning people into slaves, making children join the army, and seizing
people’s land. Shmuel warns them also that, when their king eventually turns evil, God
will not help them.

Still, Benei Yisrael are not swayed. They want a king. Because of this, Shmuel ends up
crowning Shaul as the first king over Benei Yisrael.

170 9y own oiw
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Mitzvot are usually classified in one of two categories:
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RN7IRT N1I¥N (Mitzvot de-orayta) 12277 1N¥N (Mitzvot de-rabbanan)

"De-orayta” means "from the Torah” in "De-rabbanan” means "from our
Aramaic, and mitzvot de-orayta are mitzvot Rabbis" in Aramaic, and mitzvot
that come directly from the Torah or from de-rabbanan are additional
Moshe. For example, putting a mezuzah on mitzvot created by prophets,
your door comes straight from a pasuk in Sages, or by community
the Torah (we saw it a few weeks ago, in the agreement mostly up until the
Devash Halakhah section for Va'ethanan). times of Hazal. For example,
Sometimes, the mi ey, clearly lighting Hanukkah candles or
stated in the p \it’s hearing Megillat Esther on Purim
less obvious \"‘h are both mitzvot de-rabbanan.
- leamnitf clues in the pesukir

\\
ow do Hazal have the power to make mitzvot? Why do we listen to them?

~N

emara (Shabbat 23a) explains,.is \

oFpare oy L h--l

‘

Devarim 17:11 NR2:7? n’*m‘r

You shall not turn away from what they YUK 71270 10 7100 KD
teach you, to the right or to the left. ORNYI MY 72 17702




Here, God commands us to listen to our D703V (shoftim, judges) and P
Torah leaders. So there's actually a mitzvah de-orayta to follow mitzvot é‘i,"f;nsw;;”""
de-rabbanan!

De-orayta vs. de-rabannan

Sometimes, different rules apply de-orayta vs. de-rabbanan. For

example, saying the X?X¥1n (HaMotzi) blessing before eating bread is de-rebbanan,
but saying 11T0 N272 (Birkat Ha-Mazon) after eating bread is de-orayta. So if you
aren't sure if you said Hamotzi before you started eating, you don’t go back and say
it. But if you're not sure if you said Birkat Ha-Mazon after you ate, you say it even if
you might be repeating it.

It's not always so clear whether a mitzvah is de-orayta or de-rabannan. Sometimes,
it's a NP~Nn (mahloket, disagreement)!

H*T 79 N7T -

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to
come up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds
to make its best case.

Debate: It would be cool to be a judge. Dlsagr ee %

‘

!

+ It's a really important role

‘Dwagree! n‘.
for making sure that society

+ Lots of situa
is fair.

\ d b R Wha e , :‘w":q*
A + Imagine all the interesting and |

e g
cases you would get to
hear. Never boring!

especially | ried to offer you
bribes to get you on their side.

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids se ousl

as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. erw @hadaror 4
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n"1U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Devarim 18:4

You shall also give him (the kohen) the first fruits
of your new grain and wine and oil, and the first
shearing of your sheep.

T:n? 0127

TN YD 1T NOYRY
:1570R 7IRY TA YR

= WJW“\ UKI

(v.8.7 V) UK
C + Head (rosh)

= 119K
1. First

2. Sunday
(rishon)

!
N

= NYKY 1R
Keystone, the stone that is
placed in the middle of an

Find the Word!

In Bereishit 28, someone
dreams of an object
whose "head" reaches
the sky. Who is the
dreamer and what is the
object?

FTIM 5785

= NPYUnn YR /YR
Prime Minister
(rosh/roshat memshalah)

arch (even roshah)
= Nian vgjmf

Rosh Hashanah,
the new year

!@@

= wm
Tadpole, polliwog
(roshan)

Acronym (rashei teivot)

‘e,

’:rw abY 999
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We have learned all the notes that you will find in the Torah—great job! If you go back
and review, you will see that almost all of the notes show up on the accented syllable
in the word. In fact, part of the way you can figure out how to pronounce a word in the
Torah is to look for the note, which will tell you which part of the word to say a little bit
louder and strongetr.

But we learned about five notes that always appear at either the beginning or the end
of the word, even if the accent is in a different place.

Here's a quick review:

This can be tricky for people learning Torah
reading, or just for anyone who wants to use

the notes to help them pronounce everything
correctly. That's why many printed versions of
the humash double these notes. To make it
easier for us, one of the notes goes where it is
supposed to—at the beginning or the end—and
the other goes on the accent. Our parashah
has examples of all five of these notes that
can be doubled. Check it out:

......

2:TY 0727 n:0? 02T n:T> 07127
Q Q [3%) o ) )
wno 9yl V3]
n:T? 02T A0? 07127
.0 0
wy Y0

These aren't actually double notes! The
real note is at the end or the beginning (we
showed it in black), and the extra mark
(we showed it in pink) is just there to help
you out so you don't say AH-su instead
of a-SU. If you were ever wondering why
these notes sometimes double up—
mystery solved!

Yetiv is also always before the
. word, but it only appears on words
Beginning > > . :

that have the accent on the first

(or only) svllable, so we aren't
discussing it here.
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1H1W NI7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in

the parashah.

What does our parashah l
say that God hates? e Why shouldn't a king

|
good [],l,Ck° ‘ ‘ have a lot of horses?

Which three parts of an animal does

l
e In this aliyah, what are the

problematic practices of the

the i@ (kohen, priest) get when
someone slaughters meat to eat?

people living in Eretz Canaan?

I
e Our parashah gives a specific

example of how a person might I

What four groups of people

kill someone else accidentally,
with a tool. What is it?

are allowed to go home
when the people go to war?

When an army is attacking

a city, what are they not
allowed to cut down?

DEVASH | SHOFTIM 5785
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Shmuel Ha-Navi was one of the early prophéts of Benei Yisrael. His life
is described in the two books with his name, Shmuel Alef and Shmuel
Bet. :

Before Shmuel was born, his mother, Hannah, wanted a child more
than anything in the world. God promised her she would have one,
and it was Shmuel. After he grew up a little, she brought him to the
mishkan in Shiloh to serve there with the D’ng (kohanim, priests).

While sleeping one night, God began talking to Shmuel, and he became
a K221 (navi, prophet).

‘ Shmuel hoped that his sons would be able to take his place after he
P was gone, but they did not follow in his ways and did not judge fairly.
The people wanted a king instead, and even though Shmuel didn't
want there to be a king (as we saw on p. 4), God told him to crown
Shaul. Shmuel loved Shaul and went on to be one of Shaul's advisors,
but quit when Shaul stopped obeying God.

Shaul relied on Shmuel so much that, after Shmuel died, he tried
to speak with Shmuel's ghost. This is exactly the kind of magic our

parashah says is not allowed (Devarim 18:11)! Shmuel's ghost told the
king that his reign was over and he was going to die. Sure enough,
Shaul was killed in battle and David became the new king.

According to R. Yohanan in Berakhot
31a, Shmuel was one of the greatest
prophets of all time. He is grouped
together with Moshe and Aharon

in Tehillim 99:6.
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11T 110 - What's Going On Here?

The N9y n’ma (eglah arufah) ritual was a ceremony for when a person was killed
mysteriously in the middle of nowhere (Devarim 21:1-9).

1. When a dead body was found, elders and judges would measure to find the
closest town.

2. The elders of that town would take a calf that had never performed
work and bring it down to the water. There, they would kill it by
chopping its neck.

3. The town elders would wash their hands over the calf, and say, “Our
hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it done.”

4. They would ask for forgiveness from God.
What was the purpose of this ceremony?

+ Ramban explains that an eglah arufah was a special 1272 (korban, sacrifice) to get
forgiveness, similar to the goat that is pushed off a cliff on Yom Kippur.

+ Rambam explains that this ceremony was a practical way to draw attention to what
had happened. The publicity could help the authorities solve the murder case, by
encouraging witnesses to come forward.

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. Putting up a naxn (matzeivah, stone who is engaged but not yet married; 4)
monument) for idolatry (16:22) Someone who is afraid (20:5-8)

2. Because they might lead him to bring the 7. Trees with edible fruit (20:19-20)
people back to Egypt (17:16) 8. D09V (shoftim, judges) (16:18, 17:9, 17:12, 19:17-

3. Shank, cheeks, stomach (18:3) 18, 21:2); 07V (shotrim, officers) (16:18, 20:5-9);

4. Different kinds of magic and sorcery (18:10-11) D’gqb (kohanim, priests) (17:9, 17:12, 17:18, 18:1,

5. Someone might be chopping wood in a forest 18:3, 19:17, 20:2, 21:5); 771 (melekh, king) (17:14);
and the blade might fly off the handle of the 0717 (Levi'im, members of the tribe of Levi) (181,
ax—yyn~n 517120 S¥11 (though this could also 18:6-7); 8722 (navi, prophet) (18:15-22); 17y 2apT
mean that the ax might cause a wood chip to (ziknei ha-ir, the elders of the city) (19:12, 21:2-4,
fly out of the tree!) (19:5) 21:6).

6. 1) Someone who has built a house but notyet 9. PTY PTY (tzedek tzedek, justice justice) (16:20)
dedicated it; 2) Someone who has planted a 10. Two and three (17:6, 19:15)
vineyard but not yet tasted of it; 3) Someone

et Devash
in the mail!
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