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0710911 VY9 - Understanding the Verses

The tribes of Reuven and Gad have lots of cattle, and they notice that the land east
of the Jordan River is good for grazing. They bring a request to Moshe and the other
leaders of Benei Yisrael.

Bemidbar 32:5-7 T-n:25 9272
They said, "If we have found favor in your eyes, 772792 10 1IR¥ND OR 1NN7
let this land be given to your servants for a possession, 7772V ORI VIR DX A2
don't make us cross the Jordan River." NTNRD

. . 7770 IR 117290 O
And Moshe said to the children of Gad and to the : : :

children of Reuven, “Shall your brothers go to war, 12187 72221 T2 7227 YN NN
while you sit here?! nnhon’ 1827 027NKN

o :N9 12YR DAR)
And why would you turn the hearts of Benei Yisrael ' T

away from crossing into the land that God has given ORIY? 722 22 IR 1IR?22D NN
them?” :'N DD 102 TR YIRD 28 12D

+ What do you notice?

+ Did these tribes do something wrong by asking to remain outside Eretz Yisrael? What
evidence can you find?

+ What are Moshe's different objections? What tone do you imagine him using?

+ Can you think of something else Moshe might have said, but doesn't quite say in his
words here? .

_ ..+ What solution might you suggest? (You can read on
~ %, tofind the resolution of this conflict in 32:20-22))
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W1TN - Midrash

Our parashah introduces a special kind of promise to God called a 772 (neder).

Bemidbar 30:3 A5 19a2ma

If @ person makes a neder to God or takes an nYav yavn iR 'Y 171 777 72 YN
oath creating an obligation on themselves, 1W9) '737 TOX 0K
they must not break their promise; 127 5n? x5
they must do all that they said. :NYY? 1791 RY7N D22
i : ,,,.-ww»v‘-\ ///"\ _/,——*\\_

Bz
I\ r " What can we learn from the words 1127 50?7 &5 Albtop, S22~
/ Q< bigggy ™

,‘ .
l (lo yahel devaro, they must not break thelr “0geq py 6.)‘/);,7%

Unys, Mey,
promise)? Does this phrase mean something < Ual i gh fg,a/,/;l”g
. different from the line that follows, which tells us < S

., that we have to do everything that we say we'll do’P/

N —
Sifrei Bemidbar 30 59427na "0

Lo yahel devaro - that is to say, they must not defile (yehalel) 5507 &5 :in3 - 1727 507 XD
their words, they must not make their words unholy. 17'7n 127 NRY? Nb Rakk

Sometimes a midrash explains the simple meaning of a verse. The Rabbis sense that
there is a word or an idea people might not fully understand, so they make it clear
for everyone. (You might remember some examples of this kind of midrash from the
maggid section of the Pesah seder.)

In our midrash, the Sages teach that the word “yahel” comes from the root 5.5.n,
which means to take something that is holy and make it profane, or not holy.




What makes a neder holy?

Have you ever said something and then regretted what you said or the way you said
it? What happens when a person makes a promise and then changes their mind?
How about when a person makes any kind of statement but then says, "I take it back”?

What lesson does this midrash contain even for people who don’t make nedarim?

What is the difference between holy and unholy words? How can people apply the
midrash to all of their words? How can your words always be holy and never unholy?
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The Torah says that if a person killed someone by accident, they should run away to
an vYpPN 7Y (ir miklat, city of refuge). Here they would be safe from a family member
of the victim who might seek revenge. This family member is called a 0T 2Xi (go'el
ha-dam, blood revenger).

The rule is that an accidental killer has to stay in the ir miklat until the death of the
51721113 (kohen gadol, high priest). Why? What's the connection between the exile
of the killer and the death of the kohen gadol?

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) 7”97
Because the kohen gadol should have prayed XY HHannd H172 109% 1 N7y 197
so that this curse (accidental murder) wouldn't 7702 DRIY77 3T N2RA VIR

have happened to Israel in his lifetime.

According to Rashi, the kohen gadol is partially
responsible for the accidental murder. So

the kohen gadol's death brings about some
atonement or forgiveness from God. This makes
it possible for the person who committed the
accidental murder to be freed.




Why should the kohen gadol be responsible for any
accidental murder that took place while he was in
office?

What does this tell us about the responsibility our
leaders have for what happens to the people
they lead?

Abarbanel (Portugal, 500 years ago)

Because the kohen gadol was a great authority

in Israel and holy to God. With his death all the
people would be shaken up. Each living person
would think about how short life is, and this would
make people give up the idea of taking revenge
for a family member's blood.
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5x127aR

YT W 20 517210509 797
1NN 17RORY YT OR1W72
125 5% 107 '001 TN 0y 52
N> 21 021y YYD 0TRY 7 7D
A4217p 07 nnpa 17217y 1707

When someone close to us dies it can make us rethink our priorities and focus on
what really matters in life. According to Abarbanel, the kohen gadol was deeply
admired by the people. As their spiritual leader, he was as important to them

as their own closest loved ones. So the death of the kohen gadol would have a
huge impact on the entire nation. Every single person in Israel would feel the loss
personally, and would be inspired to make changes to be better!

This would lead any potential go’el ha-dam to give up their desire for
revenge. So, in this way, the death of the kohen gadol meant that

accidental killers weren't in danger any more.

Why do you think the death of the kohen
gadol would have such a powerful impact on
everybody? What does this tell you about the
role of the kohen gadol? How can this apply to
spiritual leaders today?

Can you explain in your own words
the difference between Rashi and
Abarbanel's understandings of
the kohen gadol's death?




N"1U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Bemidbar 31:5 n:Xk> 9272

nvR? Hox HRIY? 295KRN 10NN

So a thousand from each tribe were handed over
IR3Y YO0 AR Y 073Y

from the divisions of Israel, twelve thousand picked for
the army campaign.
\

KC (1.0.n YY) on?

+ To transfer or deliver
+ To pass
+ To hand down

= on
Tradition (what
gets passed down)

(limsor)
K J (masoret) e
_ . . _ . L] {t.
= ¥s) N117on = ninon <c o
Self-sacrifice, The game of S\ TR
complete devotion catch (mesirot) ADIT; o J

(mesirut nefesh)

=70n
A messageor |

= 1170n

idea, or the "5 gMs, text
moral of the ““" message (mi_sron)_ .-

story (mese

+ This vV (shoresh, root) appears in only one other place in the Torah, and it's also
here in Bemidbar 31! Can you find it?

+ The first mishnah in Pirkei Avot (Avot 1:1) is all about the transmission of the Torah.
Can you look it up and find this ¥V (shoresh, root) there?
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f aliyot:
1) Bemidbar 30:2 to 31:12
2) 31:13 to 31:54
= 3) 32:1 to 32:19
[ 4) 32:20 to 33:49
5) 33:50 to 34:15

6) 34:16 to 35:8

. . 7) 35:9 to 36:13
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the v
 haftarah: Yirmeyahu 2:4-

matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to
- 28,34

IH1Y Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the § <% =-% . W\
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah. R - .

L

| l.lldi' 1) Who is described as
Y & being a 101 (kohen, ") How much of the goods
ﬁ‘/ priest) to the army? taken in war did the

soldiers share with the

rest of Benei Yisrael?
What do the leaders of

Reuven and Gad agree to do

with the rest of Benei Yisrael? The names of two
holidays appear in this

aliyah. Which ones?
How should Eretz
Yisrael be divided

Who shares a name with
one of the NN »1aa (bigdei

, kehunah, items of clothing
? When can an accidental for priests)?

among the tribes?

killer leave an v2pn 7Y (ir
miklat, city of refuge)?
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H'T 7¢ N7 T - One-Minute Debate

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come up with your own.
Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to make its best case.

NSRRI

Debate: You're never allowed to go
back on your word.

flgree! Disagree!

+ If you don’t do what you say you'll + Sometimes circumstances change.
do, you're a liar. You might have thought you'd be

+ How can people trust you if you able to do something, but you
go back on your word? were wrong. Or sometimes you bU_y

something from the store and it's
not what you thought it would be,
SO you return it.

+ 0”772 (nedarim, vows) are so
serious that they are treated
as an obligation like any other

mitzvah in the Torah. » The Torah builds in ways to nullify

nedarim sometimes. The Torah
understands that you may not
always be able to keep to what you
said, and there has to be some
flexibility.

+ It's so hard to cancel a neder (and
sometimes impossible), and this
shows that you're really supposed
to always follow through.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OOO QOO QOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO
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1T 70 12T IKid - Tell Me More About This!

The kohen gadol must have been a tremendous, precious, and beloved leader.
According to Abarbanel, when a kohen gadol would die, everyone in Eretz Yisrael would
rethink their priorities and make positive changes to become better people. That's quite
an impact! (See vaT)'jg /Commentary, p. 4.)

We no longer have a kohen gadol to look up to, but there are other kinds of spiritual
leaders and teachers who can help guide us.
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Pirkei Avot 1:6

IR 17078 12 YWY
2797 NRY

Yehoshua ben Perahiah
used to say: Appoint
for yourself a teacher.

Pirkei Avot 4:12

. INIR YINY 12 TYOXR 721
.070Y K105 927 R71IM

R. Elazar ben Shamua says: ...Reverence for your
teacher should be like reverence for Heaven.

In school, you're usually assigned a teacher; you don't get to appoint your own. But
Yeshoshua ben Perahiah is talking about finding yourself a teacher for life. He's telling
us to work on forming relationships with people who can inspire us.

+ What kind of teacher would you like to appoint for yourself?
What are you looking for in a teacher for life?

+ If you already have a teacher or spiritual leader that you ) \

admire, what role do they play in your life? Can you think of
ways they help you be better?

v®

+ R. Elazar ben Shamua says that the way you relate to
your teacher should be similar to the way you relate to  »
God. It seems like your teacher could represent God to
you. Does this idea surprise you? Why or why not?

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously =~ HADAR ‘:
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org



Learn one way
)\ N the parashah

practically impacts
@@ our [ives
-
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Benei Yisrael capture a whole bunch of objects in their war with Midian. Elazar, the High
Priest, tells them that any metal object that can withstand fire must be passed through
fire, and everything else must pass through water (Bemidbar 31:21-23).

The Talmud (Avodah Zarah 75b) understands this to refer to two practices: 1) Using fire
and heat to make things used for non-kosher food fit to use for kosher food, and 2)
immersing or dipping metal objects used for food in water when a Jew acquires them
for the first time.

The second practice is known as 0792 n’_;vgp (tevilat keilim), and it was understood to
apply not just to metal objects, but to glass ones as well. Here's how the Shulhan Arukh
describes it:

Shulhan Arukh Yoreh Deah 120:1 R:OP YT N 7Y IhDw
When a Jew buys metal or glass vessels used NTIVO 723 022215 T2IYNn Naipn
to prepare or serve food from someone not 78 %Y X...N7210T DY iR nonn HY
Jewish...even if they are brand new, they must N1PN2 0272007 777X 0WYTh 0NY
be immersed in a mikveh or a natural spring... ..1791 R

What's the idea here? It isn't about making the dishes kosher, because this rule
is meant to apply even to dishes that have never been used before. The Talmud
(Yerushalmi Avodah Zarah 5:15) says that it's supposed to teach us to create a
kind of holiness for when we prepare

and eat food! _—

-

So when bringing something from
a non-Jewish space to a Jewish
space, there is almost a kind of
"sanctification” of the pots and
pans that dedicates them for
their use in a Jewish home.




Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. Pinhas (31:6) wilderness (33:38). The anniversary of this date always

2. Half (31:27) lands around when we read our parashah. This year, 1

3. Conquer the land of Canaan (32:16-18) Av (the fifth month) will be on Wednesday, July 15!

4. Pesah (33:3) and Sukkot (33:4) 9. 42 (33:5-37,41-49)—Rashi points out that the first 14

5. By lottery (33:54) stops take us just past Hatzerot, which was still before

6. The chief of the tribe of Menashe was named Haniel they were told they would wander for 40 years. And
ben Ephod; the ephod was a kind of apron worn by the last eight stops were after Aharon died, which we
the 5172 105 (kohen gadol, high priest) (34:23) know was in the 40th year. This means that for the 38

7. When the kohen gadol dies (35:25) years in the middle, Benei Yisrael only had 20 stops!

8. The first day of the fifth month in the 40th year in the  10. Wood and rock (Yirmiyahu 2:27)

B R N S S e S R S RS S R R S e S e S R S e S S S R S e e S S e R SR S e S e S e S e S S R e e S e e e et e ]

When doing tevilat keilim, there are a few rules to keep in mind (Shulhan Arukh Yoreh
Deah 120):
+ You have to go to a naturally collected body of water that
is big enough to hold a person’s body. Many communities
have a mikveh especially for this purpose, but rivers, natural
lakes, and seas are also great!

+ Spring or ocean water can be moving, but lake and river
water (unless they are connected to a spring) should be still.

+ There is a special berakhah that is said right before
immersing the objects:

02iYi 720 17R5-X 'N NAR 7172
0795 N2720 5Y 1Y) PRIYRI YT WK

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,
Who has made us holy with Your mitzvot and
commanded us regarding tevilat keilim.

+ All parts of the item need to come in contact with the water.
So make sure water fills the spaces of the vessel, and either
let go for a second when it's under the water, or lower it in a
basket, or wet your hand before immersing the item.

+ What does it mean to ensure that there is holiness in our kitchens, even when we are
not doing a mitzvah like eating a Shabbat meal? How can holiness be part of any time
we eat?




Our parashah lists all of Benei Yisrael’ s journeys through the wilderness. One part
of their trip was from a place called Haradah to a place called Mak'helot (Bemidbar

33:25).

“R. Yaa\kov ben Asher (Holy Roman Empire and Spain, 700 years ago) explains that the

names of these two places are symbolic!

=N _ He sayé‘

'Haradah means ”fear" and it represents the terror that Benei Yisrael experienced

when the Egyptians were chasing after them.

; Mak'helot is related to the Hebrew word for M»np (kehillot, groups or communities).

This place’s name represents Benei Yisrael coming together in groups to sing songs
(Tur Short Commentary Bemidbar 33:25).

In modern Hebrew, the word n’;aqn (mak'heilah) is the word for a choir, a group of

singers!

According to this interpretation, the names of these two spots in the wilderness can

tell us about an emotional journey that Benei Yisrael made from fear to confidence.
This change was brought about through singing together.

How can singing keep you from being afraid?

What is the difference between singing by
yourself and singing with a group?

What parts of the prayer service do you like to
sing with-others? How does it make you feel?




