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In This Week’s Parashah  •  מָָה בַּפַָָּרָָשָָׁה
 are obligations (nedarim, vows)  נְְדָרִִים 

you can accept upon yourself, like 
voluntary mitzvot, and they have to 
be taken seriously if you make them. 
Nedarim can sometimes be canceled.

 Benei Yisrael fight against Midyan. They 
win, capture spoils of war, and divide 
it all up. A portion was given to the 
Mishkan. 

 The tribes of Reuven and Gad want to 
stay outside Eretz Yisrael, just to the 
east of the Jordan River, where there is 
lots of room for their cattle. They make 
a deal with Moshe. First they’ll join Benei 

Yisrael in fighting for Eretz Yisrael, and 
then they can return to live outside it. 

 The Torah lists all 42 stops that Benei 
Yisrael made while wandering in the 
wilderness. 

 Now they are at the edge of Eretz 
Yisrael. They are commanded to 
conquer the land and settle there.

 They learn how to divide the land 
among their families, and to establish 
cities for לְְוִִיִִּם (Levi’im). These include six 
 If .(arei miklat, cities of refuge) עָָרִֵי מִִקְְלְָט
a person accidentally kills someone else, 
they have to move to one of these cities. 
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The tribes of Reuven and Gad ask Moshe for permission to settle just outside 
 .(Eretz Yisrael, the Land of Israel) אֶרִֶץ יִשְְׂרִָאֵלְ

When Moshe hears their request, his response is a strong, “No way!” 
(Bemidbar 32:6-15).

  Midrash  •  מִָדְְרָָשָׁ

מדרש תנחומא מטות ז

עָָשְׂוּ אֶת הָעִָקָָּרִ טָפֵלְ, וְִהַטָָּפֵלְ עִָקָָּרִ. 
לְָמָּה?

שֶֶׁחִִבְְּבוּ נְִכְסֵֵיהֶם יוֹתֵרִ מִִגּוּפָן, 
שֶֶׁאָמְִרִוּ לְְמִשֶֶֹׁה, "גִּדְרִתֹ צֹאֹן נְִבְנְֶה 

לְְמִִקְְנְֵנְוּ פֹּהֹ" תְַּחִִלָָּה, וְִאַחִַרִ כָָּךְְ, 
"וְִעָָרִִים לְְטַפֵֹּנְוּ" )במִדמִרִ לְב:טז(.

אָמִַרִ לְָהֶם מִשֶֶֹׁה, לְאֹ תַַּעֲָשְׂוּ כָָּךְְ. 
עָָשְׂוּ אֶת הָעִָקָָּרִ תְַּחִִלָָּה - "בְְּנְוּ־לְָכֶם 

עָָרִִים לְְטַפְֹּכֶם." וְִאַחִַרִ כָָּךְְ - "וּגְְדֵרִתֹ 
לְְצֹנְַֹאֲכֶם" )במִדברִ לְב:כד(.

Midrash Tanhuma

These tribes treated the ikkar (the more important 
thing) as tafeil (the less important thing), and the 
tafeil as ikkar. How?

They valued their property more than their people 
when they said to Moshe, “we will build here pens 
for our flocks,” first, and only afterwards, “towns for 
our children” (Bemidbar 32:16).

Moshe said to them, “Don’t do it that way. The ikkar 
should be first, ‘build towns for your children.’ Only 
after that, ‘pens for your flocks’ (Bemidbar 32:24).”

The tribes respond to Moshe’s concerns, and yet Moshe 
still doesn’t seem totally satisfied (Bemidbar 32:20-24). 
Why not? Are there clues in the Torah that can help us 
better understand what’s bothering Moshe? 

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text

 What is this 
midrash 
teaching 
about 
priorities? How 
can a person 
show that they 
value their 
family more 
than material 
things? 
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במדבר לג:א

אֵלֶָּה מִַסְֵעֵָי בְנְֵי־יִשְְׂרִָאֵלְ אֲשֶֶׁרִ יָצְֹאוּ 
מִֵאֶרִֶץ מִִצְֹרִַיִם לְְצִֹבְאתָֹם בְְּיַד־מִשֶֶֹׁה 

וְִאַהֲרִןֹ:

Bemidbar 33:1

These were the marches of Benei 
Yisrael, who left Egypt, troop by 
troop, led by Moshe and Aharon.

Send us your thoughts or 
questions from learning the 
parashah. We’ll write back to 
you, and some will get published 
in future issues of Devash!Write to us at devash@hadar.org

This introduces a list of every one of 
the 42 places in the ִמִִדְבְָּר (midbar, 
wilderness) where Benei Yisrael 
stopped along their journey to 
Eretz Yisrael. 

Why do we need this list? Does 
it add something to what we’ve 
already learned through the 
whole book of Bemidbar?

 Commentary  •  פַָּרְָשָָׁנוּת

 tafeil, the less) טָפֵלְ and (ikkar, the more important thing) עִָקָָּרִ
important thing) are also categories in halakhah. The Mishnah asks: 
If you have a plate of different kinds of food in front of you, how do 
you decide which בְְּרִָכָה (berakhah, blessing) to say first? Figure out 
which food is the ikkar, and start with that one (Berakhot 6:7)!

THE

 DEAD SEA

Sinai Desert

Mount Sinai

 As you read Moshe’s conversation with these tribes (it 
takes up most of chapter 32), what else do you notice 
Moshe emphasizing to them? What else seems to be 
important to him?

IKKAR?

TAFEIL?
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According to Rashi’s first answer, the list of stops 
gives us information about God’s kindness to Benei 
Yisrael.

According to Rashi’s second answer, the list of stops 
is a chance for Benei Yisrael to reflect back on their 
journey with God, and to appreciate how there were 
a lot of tough moments along the way, but they seem 
to have ended up in a good place together (finally 
about to go into Eretz Yisrael).

רש"י

לְָמָּה נְִכְתְַּבוּ הַמַּסָָּעָוֹת הַלָָּלְוּ? לְְהוֹדִיעַָ 
חֲִסֵָדָיוִ שֶֶׁלְ מִָקְוֹם, שֶֶׁאַף עַָלְ פִֹּי שֶֶׁגָּזַרִ עֲָלְֵיהֶם 
לְְטַלְְטְלְַם וְִלְַהֲנְִיעָָם בְַּמִּדְבְָּרִ, לְאֹ תאֹמִַרִ שֶֶׁהָיוּ 
נְָעִָים וּמְִטֻלְְטָלְִים מִִמַּסָָּעָ לְְמִַסָָּעָ כָָּלְ אַרְִבְָּעִָים 

שֶָׁנְָה וְִלְאֹ הָיְתָה לְָהֶם מְִנְוּחִָה…

Rashi #1

Why are these marches recorded here? To 
tell us about God’s kindness. Although God 
decreed that they would have to wander 
in the wilderness, you should not think that 
they wandered without any rest…

 What’s it like to reminisce on the way home from a trip? Why 
do you think people like to remember the stories of things 
that happen to them? How can it impact our experience?

 Explain Rashi’s two answers in your own words. What is each 
one adding to our understanding of the pesukim?

France, 
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רש"י

וְִרִַבְִּי תַנְְחִוּמִָא דָרִַשֶׁ בְּוֹ דְְּרִָשֶָׁה אַחִֶרִֶת: 
מִָשֶָׁלְ לְְמִֶלְֶךְְ שֶֶׁהָיָה בְנְוֹ חִוֹלְֶה וְִהוֹלְִיכוֹ 

לְְמִָקְוֹם רִָחִוֹקְ לְְרִַפֹּאֹתוֹ. כֵָּיוִָן שֶֶׁהָיוּ 
חִוֹזְרִִין הִתְחִִילְ אָבִיוִ מִוֹנְֶה כָלְ 

הַמַּסָָּעָוֹת, אָמִַרִ לְוֹ, כָָּאן יָשֶַׁנְְנְוּ, כָָּאן 
הוֹקְַרְִנְוּ, כָָּאן חִָשֶַׁשְֶׁתַָּ אֶת רִאֹשְֶׁךְָ וְִכוּ': 

Rashi #2

R. Tanhuma gave another explanation, with a 
mashal (parable). It’s like a king whose son was 
sick and whom he took to a faraway place for 
treatment. On the way home, the father would 
recall the stops along their journey, saying to his 
son, “Here we slept, here we got cold, here you 
had that headache, etc.”

Rashi offers two explanations. 
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If a pot is used to cook non-kosher food, then the pot may not be kosher anymore. But 
can you make it kosher again? 

Our parashah can help answer this question. After Benei Yisrael’s war with Midian, they 
capture a bunch of stuff. Elazar the כָּהֵֹן (kohen, priest) gives instructions for how to 
make this stuff kosher. Objects that get used with fire should be passed through fire, and 
objects that are not used with fire should be dipped in water (Bemidbar 31:23).

Based on this, the Mishnah explains that the way to make something kosher is 
connected to the way it is used (Avodah Zarah 5:12).

In halakhic language, objects become unkosher through בְְּלְִיעָָה (beli’ah, absorption of a 
flavor of non-kosher food), and they can become kosher again through פְֹּלְִיטָה (pelitah, 
release of that flavor). The Gemara (Pesahim 30b) gives a general rule: ִֹכְָּבוֹלְְעָוֹ כָָּךְְ פֹּוֹלְְטו 
(ke-vol’o kakh polto), which means that the method for pelitah of an object depends 
on the way beli’ah happened in the first place. There are two basic strategies (Avodah 
Zarah 75b-76b):

Halakhah  •  הֲלָכָָהָ

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

 Libbun/לִבּוּן 

 If the dish is used with 
fire (like a skewer or 
a grill), it should be 
heated or placed in 
fire until it reaches a 
very high temperature.

 Hagalah/הַגְעָָלָה 

 If the dish is used with boiling 
water (like a soup pot or 

a ladle), it should be 
dipped in boiling water. 
Not every material can 
be made kosher this 
way. According to the 
Gemara, for example, 
hagalah doesn’t work 
for ceramic or clay 
dishes. 

Both of these methods can be dangerous.So kids, don’t try this at home!

5
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 One-Minute Debate  •  דִַּקָָּה שֶָׁלָ דִִּיּוּןּּ

How to play:
�� Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come up 

with your own. Then debate someone!

�� For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to make 
its best case. 

Disagree!
 When it mattered, these tribes were united 
with Benei Yisrael. They helped the other 
tribes fight and get settled in the land. 

 They had so much cattle! It wouldn’t have 
been fair to expect them to crowd into 
land that was too small for them. 

 Moshe laid out the conditions and 
approved the plan, so what’s the problem?

Debate: It was wrong for the tribes of Reuven, Gad, and half of 
Menasheh to stay outside of Eretz Yisrael. 

Agree!
  Hillel said: “Do not separate 
yourself from the community” 
(Avot 2:4)! Everything works better 
when Benei Yisrael are all together. 

  God gave Benei Yisrael a land 
flowing with milk and honey, and 
these tribes rejected it? That’s so 
ungrateful!

Disagree!Agree!

Bemidbar 33:5

Benei Yisrael set out from 
Rameses and camped at Sukkot. 

במדבר לג:ה 

וִַיִִּסְֵעָוּ בְנְֵי־יִשְְׂרִָאֵלְ 
מִֵרִַעְָמְִסֵֵסֵ וַיַַּחֲנוּ בְְּסֵֻכָּתֹ:

A Moment of Hebrew  •  רֶָגַעִַ שֶָׁלָ עִִבְרְִָית

לַחֲנוֹת )שׁרֶֹשׁ ח.נ.י(

 To park 
(lahanot)

Find the Word! 
This ֶׁשֶׁרִֶֹש (shoresh, root) is all over the place in 
Parashat M asei. Why? How many times can you find it?

6

תַַּחֲִנְַת אוֹטוֹבְּוּסֵ =
Bus stop  
(tahanat otobus)

מִַחֲִנְֶה =
Camp  
(mahaneh)

חֲִנְוּת =
Store/shop 
(hanut)

חִֶנְְיוֹן =
Parking lot 
(henyon)
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  שְָׁאֵֵלָוֹת הַשָָּׁבְוּעִַ

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

Who were the five 
kings of Midian? What percentage of the goods 

taken in war did the soldiers 
need to give as a gift to God?

Which tribes asked for land 
outside of Eretz Yisrael?

Where do Benei Yisrael 
camp after leaving Moserot?

What marks the western 
boundary of the land 
promised to Benei Yisrael? How many cities did the לְְוִִיִִּם 

(Levi’im, members of the 
tribe of Levi) get to live in?

Who did בְְּנְוֹת צְֹלְָפְחִָד (benot 
Tzelofhad, the daughters of 
Tzelofhad) agree to marry?

How many stops do Benei 
Yisrael make on their 40-year 
journey? (Hint: Count the word 
 [vayahanu, they camped] וִַיִַּחֲִנְוּ
each time it appears.)

What six types of metal are 
mentioned in our parashah?

On what date 
did Aharon die?

1

3

2

4

5

7

8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Bemidbar 30:2 to 31:12 

2) 31:13 to 31:54

3) 32:1 to 32:19

4) 32:20 to 33:49

5) 33:50 to 34:15

6) 34:16 to 35:8

7) 35:9 to 36:13

Copyright (c) 2025 by Hadar | Devash: Mattot-Masei 2025 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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1
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33
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Yerah ben Yomo and Karnei Farah are partners in crime—they always come as a pair. 
And when we say “always,” we mean once! That’s right, they only appear once in the 
entire Torah. (There are 15 others in the rest of the Tanakh, including one in the megillah 
that we read on Purim.) These notes really look like their names. Yerah ben yomo means 
“day-old moon,” and it looks just like a crescent moon propped up on a stick. Karnei 
farah means “horns of a cow.” Here they are in our parashah:

Does it end a musical phrase?  Yerah Ben Yomo: No
  Karnei Farah: Yes

Is it above or below the word?  Yerah Ben Yomo: Below  Karnei Farah: Above

Where is it placed on the word?  Yerah Ben Yomo: On the accent  Karnei Farah: On the accent

How many times does it appear in the Torah?  Yerah Ben Yomo: Just once!  Karnei Farah: Just once!

Torah Trop  •  טַַעִמֲֵָי הַמִִּקְְרָָאֵ

Yerah Ben Yomo
ן יוֹֹמוֹֹ יּרַַח בֶּ�ּ

Karnei Farah
קַַרְַנֵֵי פָָרַָה

ה ָ֟ אַַמ� ֽ יִם בֶּ�ָ ֪ ַ אַַלְְפָ�

Bemidbar 35:5

2,000 cubits

במדבר לה:ה

These notes are so rare, a lot of 
people have forgotten how to sing 
them, and they just make them up! 
But search around for experienced 
Torah readers and ask them how 
they read these special notes—you 
might just uncover an old tradition 
that was passed on for generations.

Before or 
after Shabbat, 

scan to hear this
Yerah Ben Yomo 
and Karnei Farah!

8
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>

This week we read a double parashah—the only one this year! Why do we ever have to 
double up parashiyot? 

Let’s think about how many Shabbatot there are in a year. A Jewish leap year has exactly 
55 weeks. But it always happens that at least one Shabbat falls on Sukkot and at least one 
falls on Pesah, and then we read special Torah readings instead of the regular parashah. 
So that gets us down to 53 Shabbatot. Perfect! There are 54 parashiyot in the Torah, and 
the last one, Vezot Haberakhah, is read on Simhat Torah, which never falls on Shabbat. 
So, if we read one parashah a week, it all comes out 
even.

But sometimes, more holidays fall on Shabbat, and 
then we need to combine more parshiyot. The first 
combination is always Mattot and Masei.

We often have to double up even more parashiyot, according to this schedule:

Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur fall on Shabbat  Nitzavim-Vayelekh

it’s not a leap year (it’s usually not!)  we follow this order until we’re caught up: 

second day of Shavuot falls on Shabbat  Hukkat-Balak

Vayakhel- 
Pekudei

Tazria- 
Metzora

Aharei Mot- 
Kedoshim

Behar- 
Behukotai

So why are Mattot and Masei the first ones we always double up? 

Torah Reading  •  קְְרִָיאַת הַתּוֹרָָה

תלמוד בבלי מגילה דף לא עָמוד ב

רִַבְִּי שִֶׁמְִעָוֹן בְֶּן אֶלְְעָָזָרִ אוֹמִֵרִ: עֶָזְרִָא 
תִַּקֵָּן לְָהֶן לְְיִשְְׂרִָאֵלְ שֶֶׁיְִּהוּ קְוֹרִִין קְְלְָלְוֹת 

שֶֶׁבְְּתוֹרִַת כָּהֲֹנְִים קְדֶֹם עֲָצֶֹרִֶת...

Talmud Bavli Megillah 31b

R. Shimon ben Elazar says: Ezra ruled 
that the Jews should read the curses in 
Vayikra before Shavuot...

9
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<<CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

This very old tradition tells us that we are supposed to read the harsh 
curses in Parashat Behukotai before Shavuot. We get the “bad news” out 

of the way before starting a new part of our year with the new tree fruits 
that begin to emerge on Shavuot. The tradition became to make sure 

there was one parashah separating Behukotai and Shavuot, so we almost 
always read Bemidbar on the Shabbat before the holiday. 

In a leap year, if you doubled any of those four sets of parshiyot above, that 
would push Behukotai too early, and too far away from Shavuot. (Some Yemenite 
communities don’t wait that long, and they actually double up Hukkat and Balak first, 
before turning to Mattot and Masei.)

In some years, this can create a weird gap between Israel and the rest of the world. 

You can see that keeping Behukotai within two weeks of Shavuot is more important 
than keeping the whole Jewish world on the same Torah reading. It’s a reminder 
about how our cycle of parashiyot is also an opportunity to create certain rhythms 
and moods.

This week we complete Sefer Bemidbar. It’s been a journey!

Bemidbar in Review  •  חֲֲזָרָָָה

 Benei Yisrael prepare 
to enter Eretz Yisrael, 
including being counted 
a couple of times, and 
arranging their camp.

 Some difficult struggles for 
Benei Yisrael: complaining, 
not following the 
leadership of Moshe and 
Aharon, not following God. 

 Benei Yisrael end up 
traveling for 38 years. 

גד

דן

אשר

THE

 DEAD SEA

Sinai Desert

Mount Sinai
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Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously 
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org

 What do you notice in these poetic lines? What words stand out 
to you? Can you explain those words?

 Yirmiyahu lived at a difficult time in history, when the first Beit 
Ha-Mikdash was destroyed and Benei Yisrael were sent into 
 How might this have affected his way of .(galut, exile) גָּלְוּת
remembering the time in the midbar? 

What was the experience of those 38 
years in the ִמִִדְבְָּר (midbar, wilderness)? 
How would you describe it?

Exhausting? Dusty? Confusing? 

It might have been all those. 
But you can also think of it as 
a time of special closeness to 
God. This was when God treated 
Benei Yisrael with extra care, 
giving them the gift of מִָן (mann, 
miraculous food from Heaven) and, 
according to midrashim, Miriam’s 
miraculous moving ִבְְּאֵר (be’er, 
water well). 

Fast forward several hundreds of years, and here’s what the prophet 
Yirmiyahu had to say about the experience of the midbar. 

ירמיהו ב:ב

 כָּהֹ אָמִַרִ ה' 
 זָכַרְִתִַּי לְָךְְ חִֶסֵֶד נְְעָוּרִַיִךְְ

 אַהֲבַת כְָּלְוּלְתָֹיִךְְ

 לְֶכְתֵַּךְְ אַחֲִרִַי בְַּמִּדְבְָּרִ 
בְְּאֶרִֶץ לְאֹ זְרִוּעָָה:

ירמיהו לא:ב

 כָּהֹ אָמִַרִ ה'
 מִָצָֹא חִֵן בְַּמִּדְבְָּרִ 
 עַָם שְְׂרִִידֵי חִָרִֶב

הָלְוֹךְְ לְְהַרְִגִּיעָוֹ יִשְְׂרִָאֵלְ:

Yirmiyahu 2:2

So said God: 
I remember the devotion of your youth, 
Your love as a bride— 
How you followed Me in the midbar, 
In a land not sown.

Yirmiyahu 31:2

So said God: 
A people that survived the sword  
Found My favor in the midbar, 
When Israel was marching homeward.

This publication contains words of Torah, so please treat it with appropriate reverence
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?What’s Going On Here  •  מָָה זָהֶ

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. Evi, Rekem, Tzur, Hur, Reva (31:8)
 2. 1 out of 500, which is 0.2% (31:28)
 3. Reuven and Gad (32:5)
 4. Benei Ya’akan (33:31)
 5.  = Ha-Yam Ha-Gadol, the Great Sea) הַיִָּם הַגָּדוֹלְ

the Mediterranean Sea) (34:6)
 6. 48 (35:7)
 7. Members of their own tribe, the tribe of 

Menasheh (36:10-12)
 8. The first day of the fifth month of the 40th year 

since leaving Egypt (33:38)—this date on the 
Hebrew calendar is usually right around when 

we read Parashat Masei, and this year it falls 
on Friday, July 29 

 9.  נְְחִשֶֶֹׁת ,(kesef, silver) כֶָּסֵֶף ,(zahav, gold) זָהָב
(nehoshet, copper), ְבְַּרְִזֶל (barzel, iron), ְבְְּדִיל 
(bedil, tin), עָפֶֹרִֶת (oferet, lead) (31:22) 

10. 42 (33:5-37,41-49)—Rashi points out that the 
first 14 stops take us just past Hatzerot, which 
was still before they were told they would 
wander for 40 years. And the last eight stops 
were after Aharon died, which we know was in 
the 40th year. This means that for the 38 years 
in the middle, Benei Yisrael only had 20 stops!

What was an עִָירִ מִִקְְלְָט (ir miklat, city of refuge)?  

In the ancient world, people often took justice into their own hands. For 
example, if someone got killed—even by accident—their family might try to 
kill the person who did it. In the Torah, this is called a 
 But the Torah .(go'el ha-dam, blood revenger) גּוֹאֵלְ הַדְָּם
didn't want people to act this way. In Sefer Devarim 
(16:18), we are commanded to create a court system, so 
that laws and justice could protect people. An ir miklat 
was a kind of protection; it was a place where a person 
who killed someone by accident could run away and 
be safe from a go'el ha-dam.

By the time of the Mishnah, this kind of revenge 
wasn’t normal, so the Rabbis interpreted the  
ir miklat as גָּלְוּת (galut, exile)—a place where a 
person would have to go as a punishment for 
killing someone by accident. 


