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+'«) Y7192 710 - In This Week's Parashah .

= 28
+ God commands Avram to gg from his home to a land God will show him.
: L]
L4
+ Avram and Sarai travel to 1Y13 VX (Eretz Canaan, the land of Canaan) together
with their nephew, Lot. (We'll call these two characters Avram and Sarai,in all the

parts of the story before their names are changed.)

+ Avram and Lot each own large herds of cattle, but their shepherds aréue,.soT_ot

decides to move to Sedom, which is a wicked city.
" o - 2 . @

¥ A group of four kings wages war against a group of five kings. The four kings win,
conguering Sedom and taking Lot captive. 5

+ Avram chases down the four kings, defeats their armies, and

@ rescues Lot.
o .
{ ®* + God makes a special promise to Avram that he will

have children as numerous as th.e stars in the sky,
and they will inherit Eretz Canaan. *

+ Sarai has her servant, Hagar, marry Avram
in order for them to have children. Hagar
and Avram have a son named Yishmael.

+ God changes Avram's name to
Avraham and gives him the mitzvah of
. 1771 N7 (brit milah, circumcision).

+ God changes Sarai's hame to Sarah and
says the n”a (brit, covenant) will continue
through her own son, Yitzhak, who will be born later.
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Avram is called an 772Y (lvri, Hebrew) 4’0¢0fm§1razsﬁ,-m '
: are

(Bereishit 14:13). bugged by soeqp,
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( What does Ivri mean?
\dlkb S T /

Here are four ways to understand it. As you read, ask yourself: How do these
different aspects of Ivri get passed down from Avram to you?

Bereishit Rabbah 42:8 N:an N1 NWKRIAa

R. Yehudah says: The whole world is on one 95 0%1yn 22 ik NTIN? 720
eiver (side), and he is on one eiver (side). SNR 3YN K10 TNXR 72N
R. Nehemiah said: Because he is one of the 2130 mngj MR NN 7270
descendants of Ever. A2y Y173
The Rabbis say: Because he is from eiver ;0030 12Y1 RINY 70K 1227
ha-nahar (across the river), and he speaks 272Y 11922 hun RINYY

in the Ivri (Hebrew) language.

R. Yehudah thinks that being an Ivri means being kind of different
from the rest of the world. This idea appears in many midrashim -
Avram was the first person to realize that there was only one God,
, and no one else agreed with him.

+ Have your beliefs ever set you apart from
those around you? How does it feel to have
an opinion that no one else agrees with? How
might Avram have felt?

%+ Are there other parts of being Jewish that put
L. you on a different side of things than other
people?

R. Nehemiah says Avram is an Ivri because
his.ancestor.was named Ever (see
Bereishit 11).

How is your family story part of your Jewish
story? How does your family impact
Judaism for you?
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Debate: It's ok to accept a reward for a good deed.

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to
come up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30
seconds to make its best case.
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+ Let people express

, ; + You don't do good things for the reward.
their gratitude.

You should do them just because they're

+ Your time is valuable. the right thing to do, and that's it.

+ It will encourage
people to do more

good. time they need help with something.

+ Avram did not want to receive a reward
from the king of Sedom.
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The Rabbis connect Ivri to two of the things
that Avram does: crossing the great river
Euphrates (see Yehoshua 24:3), and speaking
Hebrew (which we now call Ivrit!).

+ What about being Jewish is like going on
a journey to a new place? How is it like
taking risks or going on an adventure?

+ Why is language so important
to being Jewish?



aliyot:
1) Bereishit 12:1 to 12:13

%2,
3
2, 3 2) 12:14 to 13:4

«% 1HIYN Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt = 3 1350118
v ' 4) 14:1 to 14:20

5) 14:21 to 15:6
6) 15:7 to 17:6
7) 177 to 17:27

haftarah: Yeshayahu
40:27 to 41:16

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading.

! d What leads Avram to

good wd go to 071¥N (Mitzrayim,
Egypt)? ~ 2+ What animals did
' Avram have? (

<y God tells Avram he will
have many descendants.

' In the war of the five kings

As many as what?

against the four, who wins?

© What does Avram agree to _
take from the king of Sedom?

' How long will Avram's

— , descendants be enslaved in
' What does A\)raﬁadb right | a foreign land, according to
after God tells him that Sarai |
will become Sarah, and will

what God says?

& give birth to a child?

. What s the name of

| What is the name of the place the priest of God?

where God speaks to Hagar,
and why did it have this name?

. From the haftarah: How many
times does the right hand
appear?
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The first n272 (berakhah, blessing) of the Amidah describes God like this: J

N

1'M128 "§78  God of our ancestors, -

\

00K 78 God of Avraham,
NV 78 God of Yitzhak,
190 781 and God of Yaakov

Some Jews were not born Jewish but chose to
become Jewish through conversion. How can these
Jews describe Avraham, Yitzhak, and Yaakov as "our
ancestors"?

Once Rambam was asked this question by Ovadiah
ha-Ger, a person who converted to Judaism. Rambam
answered:

"You should pray '‘Our God, and the God of our
ancestors,’ because Avraham, peace be with him,
is your father... You have come under the wings of
the N270Y (Shekhinah, God's presence in the world)
and agreed to worship God, so no difference exists
between you and us."

The niak (avot, fathers) and ninpX (imahot, mothers) in
Sefer Bereishit are the parents of the Jewish people, but

not only in a physical way, and not just to people biologically born

from them. The connection we have to our avot and imahot is also a
spiritual connection, to the people who follow in their faith and tradition.

The Rambam also mentions Talmud Yerushalmi (Bikkurim 1:4), which
explains a pasuk in our parashah:

“For | have made you the father of many nations” 3202 0712 1100 2R 72"
(Bereishit 17:5) - - (h:1 hPwKR12)
In the past, you were the father of Aram. But now, 1Yo .0IKY 2K N770 12YYH
from now on, you are the father of all the nations. .07 507 AR NAK 72711 1970

HADAR @



This means that no matter what nation you come from, you can
be a child of Avraham.
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How do these ideas about being God's children relate to 5o WOTGS of Ty
€a, o
adopted kids and their parents? Dpropr oLt Wih

on
Oprlate Teverence,

Having a child happens in one moment. But raising a child
takes years and years of loving them and guiding them
and caring for them. How do your grownups raise you?
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EJ-!TO Alot of midrashim are

bugged by something
When Avram and Sarai leave Haran, the Torah describes ¢ unusual inthe Torah text
them taking along their property, as well as Avram'’s \
cousin Lot, and also some people who get an unusual ,Q.Lﬁlw ~~~~~~~~~~ N P
description (Bereishit 12:5): 19n2 1Y YK ¥aan (the )
people that they made in Haran). U [~ What does this mean? Who -

/ were these people, and what
*  can we learn from the way »
i.\ ) . ) i
\’Te Torah describes them? y

S
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Reish Lakish explains that these were Avram
and Sarai's students!
- o

VX 7 177 TNAD hOoN 2522 TIndn
2 Ty

1120 12 DX TN D2 YIRY U KR
IRYY 19X 21020 179Y NYYN NiA
"N WY WK U220 NRY" DRIY

Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 99b

Reish Lakish said: If you teach Torah
to someone else’s child, it's as if you
created them, as it says: “The people
they made in Haran.”

Why do you think Reish Lakish compares teaching to = 720 ot
creating?

Have you ever had a special relationship with a teacher? o
What words would you use to describe that relationship? I f i \\\\

Who helps to "make” you? Whom do you help to “make"?
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How do you say "to"?

In Hebrew, if you want to say that you're going “to” somewhere, you use the letter 5
(lamed). It gets attached to the beginning of the word that describes your destination.
(When a letter is attached to the beginning of a word, it's called a prefix.)

So, if you're going “to Har Sinai,” you'd say, “I'm going 2270 117 (le-Har Sinai).”

In Tanakh, there's another way to do this! You can add the letter n (heh) to the end of
the place’s name. (That's called a suffix.)

This happens in three pesukim in a row in our parashah:

. He moved
oYn PAY”N from there

ha-harah = to the 1 (har, hill)
instead of to the hil
(Bereishit 12:8)

107 (la-har)

ha-negbah = to the 23] (negev, south)

Walking and )_)10.31 -n’;a )
journeying : instead of
to the south naxn 137 (la-negev)
(Bereishit 12:9)

072K TN Avram went down

mitzraimah = to 0"1%0 (Mitzravim, Egvpt) to Egypt (Bereishit 12:10)

instead of
07 (le-mitzravim) s\

== \

As you read our parashah

and others, see if you can find
examples of both ways that the
Tanakh says “to": the prefix lamed
and the suffix heh!

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion.
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Like the haftarah we read last week, the haftarah for Lekh Lekha is a
prophecy from Yeshayahu, addressed to the Jewish people who were
having a rough time during 22 n151 (galut Bavel, the Babylonian exile).

One of the main themes is tiredness and energy. The ¥V (shoresh, root)
for tiredness here is 8.Y.7, and you can spot this shoresh a bunch of times
in the haftarah.

SV, 0wy,

I (P)/

The Creator of the earth never
gets tired or weak (40:28)

90
%\%\3‘,
N

(6od) &N@
to those W

Those who trust in God will

El g renew their strength, Like
%, § eagles grow new feathers.
4’% k“\(& They will run without getting
¥ Become tired weak, the will walk without
becoming tired. (40:31)

+ What kinds of tiredness are described ¢ Inour haftarah, God describes the
here? Why is it important to learn that Jewish people as 720K DMK YT (the
God does not get tired, and God can give children of Avraham, My friend). When
strength to people who get tired? might Avraham have felt tired, and

why? How does God help him through

+ How many words can you find in the that? How do the themes of tiredness
haftarah that connect to the shoresh p.71.n, and energy connect to the story of
meaning strength? Avraham and the Jewish people?

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: o
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