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11192 N - In This Week's Parashah

+ Ki Teitzei contains 74 mitzvot—the most of any parashah! The mitzvot here
focus on individuals, families, and neighbors. Here are some examples:

+ If you find someone’s lost animal, or another lost object, return it to its g
owner.

+ If you want to take eggs or young birds from a
nest, you should first send away the mother
bird.

+ When you build a house, put a fence around
the roof to keep people from falling off.

+ Some mixtures are not allowed. Don't plant
a mixture of two kinds of seeds, or plow with
two different animals together, or wear a piece
of clothing made from wool and linen. That's
called T20YY (shaatnez).

+ You have to be clean and dignified even when going to
the bathroom and make sure you don't leave a mess.

+ Don't charge interest when you lend money to
someone from Benei Yisrael.

+ AT (neder) is a serious promise to God. You
have to keep your word.

+ You must pay your workers on time,
especially if they are poor.

+ Don't muzzle an ox while it works in the !
field.

+ Use honest measurements and weights
in business.



0710911 W9 - Understanding the Verses

Devarim 22:6-7 T-1:20 0”1aT
If, along the road, you happen to find a bird's nest, 7772 77297 118 1 RIP? 7
in a tree or on the ground, (@) by iR vy ’D.?:)
with chicks or eggs, 07%72 R 0°N19N
and the mother bird is sitting over the chicks or iR nvmgqga 5y n;;;ﬁ xR
on the eggs— 0o%2320 %Y
do not take the mother together with her young. :0%12n 5y oxRn NN )
Send the mother away, OXN DX hoYn NY
and take only the young, EP, nvn 0732‘1 Ry
so that things will be good for you, and you have a 10707 NN 2 312’? 13_779'?
long life.

What do you notice? What do you wonder about?

What does it mean to "happen”
to find a bird’s nest? What do
you learn from that?

Why does the Torah list all of
the different places where you
might find a bird’'s nest? What
might you think if you find it in
these different places?

How might you feel differently about taking
eggs vs. chicks that have already hatched?

Do you think the second pasuk is saying that you can send the
mother away, or that you must send her away? Why? (See some
answers in Talk About It! on p. 9.)

+« Why is sendlng the mother away before taking the children
\ ) connected to having Q loRg life? What can this

mitzvah teach us?
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W1TN - Midrash

Devarim 24:19 02710 0?27
When you gather the harvest in your field, and Y ANOYY ATV F717%) XN 7D
you forget a sheaf in the field, do not turn back 0in?2 122 1ANRY? 21UN KD NTYa
to get it. It should be for the stranger, the orphan, "N 72727 1907 12017 NANIR
and the widow—in order that God your Lord may 17772 NPYn 502 PO
bless you in all you do. e
) T - " = 2?‘
OC ( Thisisa surprising mitzvah. You ) b”];t”fmidra;/,,m M
\ get a blessing from God just for /”””ma/m/,f}’”'ey,,@"’
‘\‘,,A,‘\forgetting to do something?! ) //" \\_ “_ff’/’ ierl

T ‘__//\- ....... | ’

Here's a story that points out the lesson
behind this pasuk.

Tosefta Pe'ah 3:8 ZARLRD RNODIN

S N

g

Once a certain pious person forgot a sheaf in his 1Y NOYY THR T°0N2 hYyn
field [during harvest], and he said to his son, “Goand 271201 KX 1222 0RY NTY 1102
sacrifice in my name a bull for an olah sacrifice and .07n2Y7 191 N21Y7 18 7Y
a bull for a shelamim sacrifice.” i 07K NN LRAR 35 MK
The son said to him, “Father! Why are you NiNINRN NN 551 T Nyna
celebrating this mitzvah more than any other 7N7ina

mitzvah in the Torah?”
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>
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>> CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

The father replied, "All mitzvot in the Torah were 112 102 N7iRaY nivn 53 2 K
given to us by God to be done on purpose and with LARYTY X5V 9T 1Ry T 0ipnn
thought. But this mitzvah was given to us to be done DipnN 797 11872 N1270Y 1HDRY
unknowingly. If we had done it on purpose, we would "...uv-_r_z’; T NI¥N NR32 N

not have actually fulfilled the commandment...” . ;
) OX NN ,A0N1 ) 07727 KoM

We can conclude: If the Torah considers a person 172Y 17990 NOT1 NI5TY 11201 KDY
who does something good by accident to be worthy 5y 1271 nI2T? 132000 ,NOT 19K
of merit, then someone who does something good .21 "D NOR
on purpose must be even more deserving of merit.

This is an astonishing idea! You can do a mitzvah
accidentally and it still “counts” and has incredible value.

+ What can this mitzvah teach us about God? What can it
teach us about the power of our actions?

+ Have you ever done something by accident and
it turned out to be for good? What are the good
things you're able to do without even thinking
about them? What are the good things you do
that take a lot of thought?

+ When we do mitzvot, is it important to think or feel a
certain way? How so? Can you think of some examples
where our thoughts matter a lot, and some where our
thoughts don’'t matter so much?

MiY19 - Commentary

Describing Amalek’s attack on Benei Yisrael:, the Torah talks about both Amalek and

Benei Yisrael:

Devarim 25:18 h2:n> 0”729
He came upon you on the road, and attacked 5292 23171 7772 7MW “\WN
your tail, all of the ones falling behind you, and 2271 Q7Y nARY 70X U"?V,J[]QD
you were tired and weary, and didn’t fear God. :D7PR R1? KN




The last few words of the pasuk are MpTn
unclear. Who is being talked about—
Amalek or Benei Yisrael? Which of
these “didn't fear God"?

Har .0IR 891 NIIYR D2 QY HRIY R S
A2 2127 070 KD 070K 7R ON770 OX

Hizkuni (France, 800 years ago)

These are Israelites who had been given
mitzvot but didn’t keep them. “But if,” the
Torah says, "you had feared God, Amalek
wouldn't have been able to do this you."

[ Sy

for each side of the debate?

+ Does it make more sense to describe Amalek or Benei
Yisrael as people who "didn't fear God"?

+ What about the order of the sentence—who was just being
talked about before this difficult phrase?

« If it applies to Amalek, what is it teaching us about Amalek? And if
it applies to Benei Yisrael, what is it teaching us about them?



N"11U 7Y ud7 - A Moment of Hebrew

Devarim 21:17 T7:XD 0”27
A father must recognize the firstborn, the son ngmfga 129020 nR 7D
of the unloved wife, and give him a double 552 071¥ 73 12 nNY 1737
portion of all he owns; since he is the first fruit noYR RN 99 15 RyR? WJN
of his strength, the birthright is rightfully his. :N1220 LAYN 12 AR

= D7;f|n_:] /-\

Data (netunim)

C (a.n.2 v1Y) nnd

+ To give or allow
(lateit)

K = nann = 10032 11 >

TT -

Gift, present (matanah)  Giving charity in secre
(matan ba'seiter)

=917 RYN
Negotiation

Find the Word! (masa u-matan)

This U7V (shoresh, root) is very common in the Torah. Can you find it in Devarim
8:10? (Bonus! This pasuk is part of Birkat Ha-Mazon. Can you also find it there?)

OOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO0

@

At the end of Ki Teitzei we get a bunch of commands about remembering when Amalek
attacked Benei Yisrael and never forgetting it (Devarim 25:17-19).

1T 70 712TIIXi1 - Tell Me More About This!

What's the purpose of this remembering, and why is it so important? If Amalek doesn't
exist anymore, what difference does it make?

DEVASH | KI TEITZEI 5786



R. Joseph Dov Soloveitchik (who lived in Europe and then the United States, and died

30 years ago) thought that Amalek still exists today but isn't a specific nation of people
anymore. Instead, it's about those with an evil and hateful worldview. He says that the
Torah commands us to remember Amalek because we always have to be on the lookout
for that evil and try to create a world where that evil no longer exists.

Kol Dodi Dofek (by R. Soloveitchik)

The subject of “God's war with Amalek through
time” (Shemot 17:16) isn't just about the
mitzvah to fight people from a certain nation.
It actually includes the obligation to stand up
against any group that is filled with hatred, and
directs its bitterness against the community

of Israel. When a people calls out, “Let us cut
them off from being a nation so that the name
of Israel shall no longer be remembered”
(Tehillim 83:5), that nation becomes Amalek.

(P2'¥2721510 .7) POYT I TIT D

"VT TR PYNYA N2 nnon" nYls
nnIoha nbnm nI7R (ru T nmw)

.nvon yu’; nIxn nnn'm: n”axn

'73 -m mnmvnn nain nb’pu NDN
’pw Y ﬁﬁm -\yuv IR NRR
2555 *mnuwn mz n313m1 ,nmw
by nmm wmzw: ’mwﬁ noas
1977 851 Yian 077h221 395" AoXT
w-\ (n:20 0¥90N)"TiY ’mwﬁ oY
DMy n;gﬁ

+ Have you ever heard people say that we can "never

forget” evil things done in history? What do you think R.
Soloveitchik would say this means? Why do we always 5\:@0\\4

have to be on the lookout for evil and hatred?

kindYy

+ lIs it hard to constantly fight against evil and hatred? How

can remembering Amalek help us do that?

What are different ways to stand up against evil?

Copyright (c) 2026 by Hadar | Devash: Ki Teitzei 2026 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. HADAR
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aliyot: 3

1) Devarim 21:10 to
21:21

2) 21:22 to 227
3) 22:8 to 237

0 4) 23:8 to 23:24

. . . 5) 23:25 to 24:4
IH1YA NiI7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt S IS L

. . 7) 24:14 to 25:19
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the

matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to TS TES MR
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the S lies 10 , Aol
parashah. PN W
[l,ld‘! o According to our parashah,
g(’od how much inheritance is a o What three animals does
N firstborn supposed to get? the Torah specify must be

returned to their owner?

' What mitzvot relate to
your fashion choices?

What are you not
allowed to do with a
runaway slave?

' » What is Benei Yisrael
commanded to
remember?

In this parashah, what
different things are we told
to return to their owner?

o Which mitzvot in this parashah are
connected to 071N NR?Y? (yetziat
Mitzrayim, the Exodus from Egypt)?

\\“‘[ MAz, @ From the haftarah:

t? \x‘, What does God promise
HADARY( & (hder “"-‘Memh will never occur again?
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T 7U 12T IKi2 - Tell Me More About This!

Imagine you're hiking in the forest, and you find a mother bird
sitting on a nest full of eggs. Seems like a chance to do the mitzvah
of 1 MDY (shiluah ha-kein), sending the mother bird away and
taking the eggs! But what if you don’t actually need the eggs?

It's a debate!

Some say leave the eggs and the mother alone (Netziv). According
to this position, the pesukim in our parashah about shiluah ha-kein
are talking about a situation when you need the eggs. But if you
take eggs or baby birds when you don't need them, you're causing
some measure of pain to the mother bird, even if you send her
away first. According to the Hatam Sofer (OH, 100), that's not
allowed because of the prohibition of 077h 7?23 qYY (tza'ar ba'alei
hayyim, the suffering of living things).

Others say you should shoo away the mother
and take the eggs, even if you have a fridge
full of eggs at home (Birkei Yosef). This
position is based on the idea that we all

have an obligation to fulfill every mitzvah

in the Torah, and we should pursue each
opportunity that arises. It's not every day
that you find a mother bird sitting on a
nest full of eggs. So if this happens
to you, seize the moment!

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org
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How to play:

H'T 7¢ 7T - One-Minute Debate

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come up with your own.

Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to make its best case.

n——

! Debate: Mitzvot are what the Torah

is really about.

flgree!
\ « Mitzvot are what make the
Jewish religion special.

+ There are so many mitzvot in
the Torah! (Makkot 23b teaches
there are 613.) There would
only be so many if it's the most
important part of the Torah.

+ The Torah tells us to keep
mitzvot about 60 different
times! Why would it have to tell
that to us so much if it weren't
the whole point of the Torah?

" 11970 - Halakhah

If your house has a flat roof, the Torah tells us that it should
have a wall or fence around it, called a npYn (ma'akeh)

Disagree!

+ It's true that mitzvot are an important

part of the Torah, but the Torah is
much more than a list of mitzvot. Why
else would it include so many stories?

Jewish values are about much more
than specific rules about what to

do and when. These go way beyond
mitzvot, and are just as important (if
not more).

The Torah is about having a
relationship with God, and that's also
beyond mitzvot.

Learn one way
the parashah
S\ practically impacts
’ our Lives

Devarim 22:8

When you build a new house, you shall make
a ma'akeh for your roof, so that no one dies in
your house - to prevent anyone falling from it.

N:25 02127

D79y YN 172 113N 72
00T DYYN K21 ,7020 N
A3pn 2937 987 72 ,70°22

The pasuk emphasizes that the ma'akeh is a safety precaution.




Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. Twice as much as anyone else (21:17) 6. What happened to Miriam in the wilderness (24:9)

2. Ox, sheep, and donkey (22:1, 22:3) 7. Paying a poor worker (24:15)

3. You can't wear wool and linen together, and you 8. Lost animals (22:1), other lost objects (22:3), a
have to wear 07’?“[3; (gedilim, another word for tzitzit) pledge/collateral item that you take from a poor
on four-cornered garments (22:11-12) person when you make them a loan (24:13)

4. Return them to their master (23:16) 9. Not compromising the rights of a stranger or

5. Yes! If you're in their field anyhow (Rashi says this is an orphan, not seizing the clothing of a widow
talking about someone who works in the field). But (24:17); leaving some of your olives and grapes for
you can only snack on the spot - you can't collect strangers, orphans, and widows (24:20-21)
them in a container. (23:25) 10. A flood like in Noah's times (Yeshayahu 54:9)

Here are some ma'akeh details: 5 ;5

+ A ma'akeh must be 10 tefahim tall (32-40 inches) and "~ 4

strong enough that if someone leans on it, it will not ;’
collapse. (Shulhan Arukh Hoshen Mishpat 427.5)

+ Before completing your ma'akeh there’s a nJ72
(berakhah, blessing) to say:

7 1 ) PR e 0

Blessed are You, God our Lord, Ruler of the world,
Who has made us holy with God's commandments,
and commanded us to make a ma'akeh. :

(Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Berakhot 11:12)

Based on ma'akeh, there's also a mitzvah to put up a
fence around a pit or hole that is 10 tefahim (about 30
inches) deep. Stairs that are taller than 10 tefahim should
also have a railing. (Shulkhan Arukh Hoshen Mishpat 427:7)

Ma'akeh teaches us that we are responsible for making
sure that people are safe in our homes. For example,
we shouldn't keep a broken ladder or appliance in our
homes because having these things around could cause
someone to get hurt. (Bavli Bava Kama 15b)




79m

Devarim 24:9 V7D 0Y12T
Remember what God your Lord did to Miriam, ROR "N NYY WK NR 1107
on your journey leaving Mitzrayim (Egypt). :077¥19N DONKRYA 9772 07N

Do you remember what happened to Miriam? You can look back at Parashat
Behaalotkha to refresh your memory (Bemidbar 12). God gives Miriam the skin disease
nyY (tzara'at) after she speaks ¥ 1192 (lashon ha-ra, gossip) about her brother
Moshe.

The Torah wants us to remember this event because it's a powerful reminder to avoid
lashon ha-ra. Even though Miriam loved Moshe very much and probably wouldn't have
wanted to hurt him (remember when she stood watch over his basket?), and even
though Moshe forgives Miriam right away, God still punishes her. This teaches us that we
have to be really, really careful with how we speak.

In tefillah, at the end of Shaharit, there's a section called the ni7172T WY (sheish zekhirot,
six remembrances). It's a collection of pesukim from the Torah about six things that
we're supposed to remember every day. One of the zekhirot is the pasuk above, about
remembering what happened to Miriam.

Here are the other five zekhirot:

1. 01M180 IR"Y (vetziat Mitzrayim, 2. min 1A (matan Torah,

the Exodus from Egypt) the giving of the Torah)

Remembering this event This reminds us of our

starts our day off obligations to God.

with gratitude. 2. Amalek

We remember
5. Shabbat the threat of evil

Every day of the week, in the world.
Shabbat reminds us to ﬂ
aim for holiness. 4

=

4. 197 RuN (heit ha-eigel,
the sin of the golden calf)
We also remember our
flaws and mistakes.



