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w191 10 - In This Week's Parashah

In Eretz Yisrael, farmers bring 077132 (bikkurim, first crops) to Yerushalayim. They
say a special declaration thanking God for freeing us from Egypt. This declaration
is famous because it's an important part of the Pesah Haggadah!

Farmers also give 1Wyn (ma‘aser, a tithe) from their crops to the tribe of Levi and
to other people who need it like strangers, widows, and orphans. There's also a
declaration for doing this.

After they cross the Jordan River, Benei Yisrael are supposed to write the words

of the Torah on stones. There will be a ceremony on two mountains, Har

Gerizim and Har Eival. The leaders will announce blessings and curses, and
everyone will respond, "Amen!”

+ If Benei Yisrael follow God, they will be raised high. But if they do
not follow God, curses could come their way, and they will be
brought low. Like the curses in Behukotai, this section is
called the nn2>in (tokhehah, rebuke).

l
+ Benei Yisrael have experienced amazing miracles m
since being saved from 071 (Mitzrayim, Egypt).
Even after 40 years in the desert, their
L clothes and shoes haven't worn out.




071091 VW9 - Understanding the Verses

Devarim 28:12-13 A?-27:hD 0”27
God will open for you God's good treasury — the 21V ¥R DX 92'N hRY?
heavens — to provide rain for your land in season 1Ay YN ﬁun nn’p 07nYn mz
and to bless all you do. 1T wyn ’73 nx 113’71
You will lend to many nations, but you won't borrow. 11120 KD NARY 0727 079A m‘g’?in
God will make you the head, not the tail. 2377 K21 URTD N Ra0m
You will always be at the top and never at the nvN? N7nn N’71 “byn’: P71 077m
bottom—if you listen to the mitzvot of God your 777'7_»5 h myn 5N ynv.m 73
Lord that | am commanding you today, ni7n *nyn 721X UR
to keep and to observe. n1wy51 mwb

What do you notice? What's the big idea here?

Why is it a blessing to be a lender and not a borrower?
Do you ever get to use that blessing?

What is God's “good treasury”? What does it mean to be
“the head, not the tail"? Why do you think the Torah uses
these different symbols? What do they represent? How
do they help us understand the big idea?

LOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO QOO OO OO OO OO OO OOOO OO OGS @
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THIY19 - Commentary This pasuk is the source for the

What does it mean that God will make us “the | CUstom to place a fish head on
head, and not the tail"? Here are two ways to Your table on Rosh Hashanah!
understand it.

R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (Germany, 150 years ago) ,

By the amazing blessing bestowed on you by God as a result of your
keeping the mitzvot, you will draw the eyes of the nations, so that they
will recognize your example as worthy of copying you. You will lead
them as an example, but you will not feel compelled to imitate them.

R. Hirsch thinks that being at the "head” means to be a leader
among all the nations of the world. People who aren't Jewish
will see the good acts of the Jewish people and will want to
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copy Jewish practices. Not being a “tail” means that we won't want to copy what other
people do. We'll be leaders, not followers.

+ In this understanding, the "head" refers to the Jewish people being leaders - an
example for other people to follow. Why do you think it's a good thing for others to
copy Judaism and for Jews not to copy others?

+ People sometimes feel differently about their own traditions based on how they think
others will view them. What do you think - should it matter? How would you feel
about your Jewish practices if you knew everyone wanted to copy them? How would
you feel if no one wanted to copy them? Do you think this is part of the blessing here?

+ Can you think of things that our non-Jewish friends might see about Judaism and
want to copy and do for themselves? Why would they want to copy these things?

+ Look at the previous pasuk: N170 X2 NARY 0727 071 021901 (You will lend to many
nations, but you won't borrow). How does this context support R. Hirsch's reading?

077NN 7R

YUKY nZ2YUnn hhn S5XIY7 1707Y YIS - URTD ' Fa0n
ORIV 7ROR KINY D21YN

1Y 719 0)Y - 275 )

Or Ha-Hayyim (Morocco and Eretz Yisrael, 300
years ago)

"God will make you the head"” means that the Jewish
people should be directly under the rule of the Head of

). the World, Who is the God of Israel, “and not the tail” -
N not under the rule of angels...

According to Or Ha-Hayyim, being ruled by
angels might sound cool, but it would mean
that God is not directly involved in our
lives and that we'd be distant from
God. The blessing here of being

at the "head” represents the
closeness to God we get
X _when we keep God's
S mitzvot.

—

Content and editing by Yitzhak Bronstein, Elie Kaunfer, Chana Kupetz, Shoshie Lockshin, Jason Rogoff, Jeremy Tabick,
Effy Unterman. lllustration by Noa Kelner. Design by Jen Klor.



In this understanding, the "head” is God, not the Jews.
Can you find evidence from the pasuk to suggest that
we are-not the head; but we serve the Head?

.~ Look at the next pasuk (Devarim 28:14),/How does
this verse support Or Ha-Hayyim's reading?

Why is it better to have a direct connection to
God and to have God directly in our lives? What
would be lost if we didn't have that?

uTTn -

Devarim 26:17-18 n?-72:15 02127

You have appreciated this day that God is your Lord, that you 0170 0i* 7NRN 'n IR
will walk in God's ways, that you will observe God's laws and 172772 nD’D’D‘l 0IPHNY 1’7
commandments and rules, and that you will listen to God. wmym mn ﬂnwb‘l

. ) 1’773 ynw’n moswm
And God has appreciated you this day, that you are

God's treasured people... nmb (ahkh| TR 'M

e 0\ 1230 DY 15

Do you notice that the
~ actions go both ways in |
\ these pesukim? =

Our Rabbis in the Talmud think these pesukim are teaching us that
we share a kind of two-way relationship with God. God expresses
appreciation for the Jewish people just like the Jewish people express our
appreciation for God. And one way we each do that is by wearing tefillin!

The following gemara is based on these pesukim.



Talmud Bavli Berakhot 6a

R. Avin bar Rav Adda said in the name of R.
Yitzhak: How do we know that the Holy Blessed
One wears tefillin? As it says, "God swears an
oath with God's right hand and strong arm”
(Yeshayahu 62:8). God's right hand is Torah...
and God's strong arm is tefillin...

R Nahman bar.Yitzhak asked-R: Hiyya bar Avin:
These tefillin of the Master-of-the Universe,
what-is-written in them? He SW
Your people Israel, a unique nation'in the land”
(Divrei Hayamim Aleph 17:21)...

The Holy Blessed One said to Israel:... You have
made Me something special in the world, as

it says, "Listen, Israel, God is our Lord, God is
One" (Devarim 6:4), so | will make you something
special in the world, as it says, "Who is like Your
people Israel, a unique nation in the land?”

Later on, the gemara suggests that the next pasuk in our parashah
(Devarim 26:19) is also in God's tefillin. Look it up!

How do tefillin express our appreciation
for God? How might they express God's
appreciation
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aliyot:
1) Devarim 26:1 to 26:11
2) 26:12 to 26:15
3) 26:16 to 26:19

0 4) 271 to 27:10

. . . 5) 27:11 to 28:6

IH1Y Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt Yachins

. ) 7) 29:1 to 29:8
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the

matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to haftarah: Yeshayahu

questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the £ 90:1t0 60322 il
parashah. SN ‘
; d ludi' o What does God
g Q choose? From where does
& God look?

Where does God
put you?

What kind of tool are you
not allowed to use on
the stones of the altar?

What secretive things
are not allowed?

Which of the plagues from D7yn nxoY? |
(yetziat Mitzrayim, the Exodus from Egypt)
§ appear as potential curses for Benei '
£ Yisrael?

During their 40 years in the |
wilderness, what did Benei
Yisrael not drink?

What are the three times

that baskets are mentioned
What did Benei Yisrael not have in our parashah?

in the wilderness until Moshe ‘
taught them this parashah?

@ From the haftarah:
Which animals appear
in this haftarah?
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Devarim 26:5

You shall then recite before God your Lord:
"My father was a wandering Aramean. He
went down to Egypt in small numbers and
stayed; but there he became a large nation.”

(1.9.7 ¥9) nTY

=
o —T%

"w C + To go down,
Ne—— ‘ ~ come down
v, \ ‘%}'L (laredet)
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A fair, market
(yerid) )

Find the Word!

In Sefer Bereishit, someone dreams of
a ladder with angels going up and down
on it. Whose dream was this, and can
you find this ¥V (shoresh, root) in the
description of his dream? (Hint: Look
through Bereishit 28.)

N"11U 7Y ud7 - A Moment of Hebrew

N1 02T

TR 2389 HIAKY D7)

NR7I¥N T21 72K TR NI
0Y 071 LYR 1R DY 131
1271 0IRY 5772 A0

= 0%0901n T2

Went off the tracks,
went crazy (yarad
mei-hapasim) o

Slope, hillside =
(morad)
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Ki Tavo lists some specific
sins that deserve curses. A

bunch of these are bad things

H'T 78 7T - One-Minute Debate

— ‘
Debate: Sinning in private is worse %, that people do behind closed
tning i : . ~doors (Devarim 27:15-26). .
than sinning in public. ; oo 1520

—

r -

How to play: _

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

tlgree! Disagree!
+ It's hypocritical to act good + When you sin in public you create a ’n 15n
in public but bad in private. (hillul Hashem), which means desecrating

God's name. You give Judaism and Jewish
people a bad reputation.

«+ If you hurt someone in
private, they might not be
able to get the help they
need.

+ A person who sins in public can influence
other people to sin as well.

KOl K77W - Join the Conversation!

Dear Devash,

In the magazine for Behar-Behukotai
you wrote about wyn (ma’aser,
tithing). You said it’s a mitzvah

for farmers to give away one tenth
of their harvest or their newborn
animals. But what 1f you’re a farmer
and you have a flock of eight new
lambs? How do you glve away one
tenth of that?

-Landy, age 12



Dear Landy,

Thanks for sending this question! We're answering it this week, because the mitzvah of
ma'aser appears again in our parashah, Ki Tavo. We also talked about some different
kinds of ma'aser a couple weeks ago, when ma'aser came up in Parashat Re'eh. Ma'aser
gets mentioned again and again in the Torah, so you can see that it's a really important
idea.

Ma'aser of animals is called nnN2 AWWyYn (Mma‘asar beheimah). The Mishnah describes how
todoit.

Mishnah Bekhorot 9:7 T:0 NMY1D2 havn
How do you separate ma'aser (from animals)? You n'g_ﬁm 1T1H 19;‘]3 ?nizg)_ng XD
gather them in a pen and make a small opening, so n?gv; 17n? N"Dg) 77127101 hDS ‘m’D
that two animals could not fit through it together. ,02¥2 NN ,HNKRD ARYD 179107

MY 1YY 0729 TR
NIINY 1YY ,NPY NN
R0 7M7Y KRYI17NY ,NYYUR
ARYN AT 770 IR KIND2

You count the animals (as they pass through the
opening) with a staff: One, two, three, four, five,
six, seven, eight, nine. Then for the tenth one that
passes through, you mark it with a red mark and
declare: This is ma'aser.

This process is based on a pasuk from Parashat Behukotai:

Vayikra 27:32 29:15 RPN
All tithes of the herd or flock—all that passes YUK 55 NN P2 YN 55
under the shepherd's staff, every tenth 7YY LAY hNA 12Y?
one—shall be holy to God. :'ND WP N2

So what happens if you hold out your staff and count the
animals that pass under it, but you only count up to eight?
The answer is: You don't give ma'aser. The mitzvah only

applies once you count to ten.




\\ x> qo70 - Halakhah

Our parashah describes Benei Yisrael, when they were slaves

in Egypt, crying out loud to God.

T:10 Y127

12702K 7ROR "N DX py¥n

1290 DR N Yynyn
PIYND XY 220Y DK 122Y DR R

Devarim 26:7

We cried out to the God of our
ancestors. God heard our voices
and saw our suffering, our struggle,

and our oppression. /

DEVASH | KI TAVO 5786

Hannah had a different style of prayer.

A7:R R HRINY
D°09Y P A27 Y NATH KD NI
-YNY? XD A2IPY Niv)

Shmuel Alef 1:13

Now Hannah was praying in her
heart; only her lips moved, but

her voice could not be heard...

So what's better, loud
prayer like Benei Yisrael's,
or quiet prayer like
Hannah's?

The Gemara (Bavli Berakhot

31a) says that, in general,

it's best to pray quietly like

Hannah did. This is why we

say the Amidah silently.

We praise God and we ask
God to meet our personal
needs — without anyone

Learn one way
the parashah
D practically impacts
) our lives




Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. The place where 0711392 (bikkurim, first crops) are 6. 127 (dever, animal disease) (28:21), 17nvg' (sh'hin,

brought. This ends up being Yerushalayim. (26:2) boils) (28:27, 35), n27K (arbeh, locust) (28:38)
2. From God's holy abode, from Heaven (26:15) 7. Wine or other alcohol (29:5)
3. Up high! (16:19) 8. To hold 0152 (bikkurim, first crops) (26:2), as part
4. Aniron tool (27:5) of a blessing (28:5), and as part of a curse (28:17)
5. Setting up an idol in secret (27:15), hitting another 9. A heart to know, eyes to see, and ears to hear (29:3)
person in secret (27:24) 10. Camels, sheep, rams, doves (Yeshayahu 60:6-8)

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO QOO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO

else listening in. The Gemara also warns that praying out loud could even be a sign of
lack of faith; people who pray this way might be showing that they don't believe God
can hear their silent prayers, even though God can! (Bavli Berakhot 24b)

There are a number of halakhot about when and how to pray silently, and when and
how to pray out loud.

+ When you say the Amidah, it's good to mouth the words just
loud enough for you to hear them, but not loud enough for
anyone else to hear (Rambam, Laws of Tefillah 5:9).

+ If saying the words of the Amidah out loud helps you
focus and have 1312 (kavvanah, appropriate
intention), then you can say it out loud
as long as no one else is around.

The general rule is that it's better to
pray in silence with less kavannah
than to disturb your friend's tefillah
by praying out loud and
distracting them (Shulhan
Arukh Orah Hayyim 101:2).
Your kavannah shouldn't
come at the expense of
someone else’s!

When you're saying Shaharit,
Pesukei Dezimra and the
blessings for Keriat Shema are
a great time to pray out loud or in
song. Feel free to belt these out!
(Mishnah Berurah 101:7)

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously HADAR
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org



1179n - Prayer in the Parashah

One of the saddest parts of the Torah is when Moshe isn't allowed to enter the
promised land after he leads Benei Yisrael with tremendous dedication for 40 years. A
midrash tells us that Moshe was upset with Benei Yisrael for not praying on his behalf:

Devarim Rabbah Ki Tavo 7:10 29 nw19) (R1571) nan 0aT

, _ ? 1°0 T AW (R1an
R. Shmuel bar Yitzhak said: When Moshe was

starting to die, and Benei Yisrael didn't pray NLAY 1172 :phY? 12 RINY 727 0N
for him to enter the land, he gathered them nmm 17'7)J Wpa KD mn’: nYn
and gave them critique. He said to them: One ;107210 ’77nn“n 10X 035 VﬁN') 0337!;}
person (myself!) saved 600,000 people (you!) 'DAJJJ mm '0 N3 TR D‘l’) LA
at the sin of the Golden Calf, but 600,000 m-rsb 172107 170 N Rian o -
people couldn't help save one person?! It is 'nm N’D1" 7‘1“\ 1270% OTX

because "God didn't give you a lev lada’at .(:05 0712T) "mrrb 3’7 03’7
(knowing heart)" (Devarim 29:3). —

The pasuk about lev lada'at appears in our parashah.
How does R. Shmuel understand what a lev lada'at is,
and what it means to be lacking one?

+ What do you think of Moshe's argument, that he prayed
for the people, and so they should have prayed for him.
Is this fair?

+ Sometimes we don't think about praying for our leaders.
Kids might not think that grown ups need their prayers.
But maybe they do! We actually do this in a number

of places, like in the berakhah for the righteous in the
weekday Amidah (see if you can find it!), or in the tefillah
called 12738 D37 (Yekum Purkan, May salvation arise) that
is said on Shabbat before Musaf. Which Jewish leaders
might you have in mind when saying these prayers?



