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נֵּיֵ דְְּיוֹמָָא The Calendar  •  עִִנְיְָּ
The goal of Hanukkah candles is פִִּרְְסוּמֵֵי נִִיסָָא (pirsumei nisa, publicizing the miracle). 
When God does a miracle for us, one way to show gratitude is to tell everyone 
about it!

This impacts WHEN we light the candles:

By lighting when people are still outside, perhaps walking home from work, we 
have an audience to see our act of pirsumei nisa. 

Pirsumei nisa also impacts WHERE we light:

If your house opened up to a public street, you used to place your 
Hanukkah lights outside your door on the left side of your entrance 
(Shulhan Arukh OH 671:5-7). Nowadays, many people light by a window inside their 
home (Kaf HaHayyim, 671:39).

תלמוד בבלי שבת כא:

מִִצְְוָָתָָהּ מִִשֶּׁׁתִּּשְׁׁקַַע הַַחַַמָּּה 
גֶֶל מִִן הַַשּׁוּק. עַַד שֶׁׁתִּּכְְֶלֶה ֶרֶ

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b

The mitzvah is from sunset until 
traffic in the marketplace ends.

	 Why is publicizing the miracle 
so important? What does that 
teach us about the purpose of 
celebrating this holiday? 
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	 What can we 
learn from this to 
remember during the 
rest of the year?
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תלמוד בבלי שבת כא:

תָָּנוּ רַַבָָּנַַן: מִִצְְוַַת חֲֲנוּכָָּה, נֵרֵ אִִישׁ וּבֵֵיתוֹ.

חֶָָאֶד. חֶָָאֶד וְְ וְְהַַמְְהַַדְְּרִִין, נֵרֵ לְְכׇׇל 

וְְהַַמְְהַַדְְּרִִין מִִן הַַמְְהַַדְְּרִִין, בֵֵּית שַַׁמַַּאי אוֹמְְרִִים: 
יוֹם רִִאשׁוֹן מַַדְְלִִיק שְְׁמֹנָָֹה, מִִכָָּאן וְְאֵֵילָָךְְ פּוֹחֵֵת 

וְְהוֹלֵֵךְְ. וּבֵֵית הִִלֵֵּל אוֹמְְרִִים: יוֹם 
רִִאשׁוֹן מַַדְְלִִיק אַחַַת, מִִכָָּאן וְְאֵֵילָָךְְ 

מוֹסִִיף וְְהוֹלֵֵךְְ.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b

Our Sages taught: The basic mitzvah of 
Hanukkah is one light per household.

The mehadrin practice is one light 
for each person in the household.

The mehadrin of the mehadrin practice: 
Beit Shammai say to start with eight lights on 
the first night and then decrease one light per 
night. Beit Hillel say to start with one light on the 
first night and then increase one light per night.

The requirement for Hanukkah lights is one candle per 
household on each night of the holiday.

But the Gemara says that there is a more beautiful way to do 
the mitzvah, called מְְהַַדְְּרִִין (mehadrin):

And, the Gemara adds, it’s possible to perform the mitzvah in an even more 
beautiful way:

Halakhah  •  הֲֲלָכָָהָ

	 Why do you think this is the minimum way to fulfil the mitzvah?

	 How does a candle 
for every person 
make a Hanukkah 
celebration more 
beautiful? 

	 What’s extra beautiful about lighting a different number of 
candles on each night of Hanukkah? 

This publication 
contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate 
reverence
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	 In R. Zevin’s explanation of Beit Hillel’s position, he says that we shouldn’t turn 
a military victory into a symbol or ritual. Why not? What’s dangerous about 
doing that?

	 We follow Beit Hillel’s opinion, and increase the amount of light every night of 
Hanukkah. What can we learn from that?

לתורה ולמועדים

בֵֵּית שַַׁמַַּאי לְְשִִׁיטָָתָָם, אוֹמְְרִִים: 
הַַזִִּכָָּרוֹן הוּא לָָאֵֵשׁ, לְְבִִעוּר הָָרַַע 

וְְכִִלְְיוֹן הַַטֻֻּמְְאָה. 

וּבֵֵית הִִלֵֵּל, לְְדַַרְְכָָּם, סוֹבְְרִִים: 
הַַזִִּכָָּרוֹן הוּא לָָאוֹר. וַַדַַּאי, 

בִִּשְְׁעָָתָָהּ הַַמִִּלְְחָָמָָה הָָיְְתָָה נְְחוּצָָה, 
וְְאִִם נְְחוּצָָה הָָיְְתָָה—עָָשִִׂינוּ 

ל  אוֹתָָהּ, אֲֲבָָל אֵֵין עוֹשִִׂין מִִֶזֶּה סֵֵֶמֶ
מְְֶאֶצָָעִִי הַַזְְּמַַנִִּי  וּפֻֻלְְחָָן, אֵֵין הָָ

הוֹפֵֵךְְ לְְמַַטָָּרָָה תַַּכְְלִִיתִִית. לֹאֹ זֶֶהוּ 
הֶַַלֶּקַַח לְְדוֹרוֹת. הַַלִִּמּוּד לְְדוֹרוֹת 

הוּא הָָאוֹר.

אִִֶשֶׁם הָָעִִקָָּר הוּא  וּמֵֵאֵֵלָָיו מוּבָָן 
שְְׂרֵֵפַַת הָָרַַע וּבִִעוּרוֹ, הֲֲרֵֵי כָָּל 

תֶפֶֶרֶ יוֹתֵֵר, הוֹלֵֵךְְ   הֶָָשֶׁאֵֵשׁ שׂוֹ מָָה 
וּפוֹחֵֵת יוֹתֵֵר הָָרַַע הַַמִִּתְְבַַּעֵֵר...

וְְאִִם הַַזִִּכָָּרוֹן הוּא הָָאוֹר, הֲֲרֵֵי כָָּל 
דֶּשֶׁוֹלֵקֵ יוֹתֵֵר מֵֵאִִיר יוֹתֵֵר. מָָה 

R. Shlomo Yosef Zevin (Eastern Europe and 
Israel, 75 years ago)

Beit Shammai, in their view, say: We remember 
(through our Hanukkah candles) the fire—the 
destruction of evil and the elimination of impurity.

Beit Hillel, following their path, believe: We remember 
the light. Certainly, at the time, war was necessary—
and if it was necessary, then we fought it. But we do 
not turn that into a symbol or a ritual. The temporary 
means does not become an ultimate goal. That is not 
the lasting lesson. The lasting lesson is the light.

And now you can understand:

If the most important part is the burning and 
destruction of evil, then the more the fire burns, the 
less evil remains (and it makes sense to go from eight 
candles down to one to show that decrease)…

But if we want to remember the light, then the more 
it burns, the more it illuminates (and it makes sense to 
go from one candle up to eight to show that increase).

Fire burns things up, and it has the ability to destroy evil. During the time of 
the Hanukkah story, the army of the Hashmonaim (aka Makkabim) fought 
back against the Yevanim (Greeks). Their battle is represented by fire.

Light and especially the light of Torah, fills and elevates and illuminates 
each individual person and also the whole entire world. After the 
Hashmonaim beat the Yevanim, they kindled the light of Torah in the בֵֵּית 
.and it shone far and wide (Beit HaMikdash, Temple) הַַמִִּקְְדָָּשׁ

R. Shlomo Yosef Zevin explains that the disagreement between Beit Shammai and 
Beit Hillel has to do with whether this mitzvah should focus on fire or on light.



 Candle Lighting  •  הַַדְְלָקַַָת נֵרֵוֹת
These are the בְְּרָָכוֹת (berakhot, blessings) to recite before lighting 
Hanukkah candles:

This berakhah is only for the first night you 
light Hanukkah candles this year: 

We say or sing Hanerot Hallalu after lighting the first candle (Arukh Hashulhan OH 676:8). 
It describes how special and holy Hanukkah candles are.

 בָָּרוּךְְ אַתָָּה ה׳ אֱֱלֹקֵֵֹינוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹלָָם 
אֲֲשֶֶׁר קִִדְְּשָָׁנוּ בְְּמִִצְְוֹתָָיו וְְצִִוָָּנוּ לְְהַַדְְלִִיק נֵֵר שֶֶׁל חֲֲנֻכָָֻּה.

בָָּרוּךְְ אַתָָּה ה׳ אֱֱלֹקֵֵֹינוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹלָָם שֶֶׁהֶֶחֱֱיָנָוּ וְְקִִיְְּמָָנוּ וְְהִִגִִּיעָָנוּ לַַזְְּמַַן הַַזֶֶּה.

אָנוּ מַַדְְלִִיקִִין, עַַל הַַנִִּסִִּים וְְעַַל הַַנִִּפְְלָָאוֹת  הַַנֵּרֵוֹת הַַלָָּלוּ ֶשֶׁ
עֶָָשֶׁשִִׂיתָָ לַַאֲֲבוֹתֵֵינוּ  וְְעַַל הַַתְְּשׁוּעוֹת וְְעַַל הַַמִִּלְְחָָמוֹת, 
בַַּיָָּמִִים הָָהֵֵם בַַּזְְּמַַן הֶַַזֶּה, עַַל יְְדֵֵי כֹּהֲֲֶֹנֶיךָָ הַַקְְּדוֹשִִׁים. 

שֶׁדֶ הֵֵם וְְאֵֵין  וְְכָָל שְְׁמוֹנַַת יְְמֵֵי הַַחֲֲנֻכָָֻּה הַַנֵּרֵוֹת הַַלָָּלוּ קֹ
לֶָָּאֶא לִִרְְאוֹתָָם בִִּלְְבָָד, כְְּדֵֵי  ם,  לָָנוּ רְְשׁוּת לְְהִִשְְׁתַַּמֵֵּשׁ בֶָָּהֶ

יךָָ  יךָָ וְְעַַל נִִפְְלְְאוֶֹתֶ לְְהוֹדוֹת וּלְְהַַלֵֵּל לְְשִִׁמְְךָָ הַַגָָּדוֹל עַַל נִִֶסֶּ
ךֶָָתֶ. וְְעַַל יְְשׁוּעָָ

 בָָּרוּךְְ אַתָָּה ה׳ אֱֱלֹקֵֵֹינוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹלָָם 
שֶֶׁעָָשָָׂה נִִסִִּים לַַאֲֲבוֹתֵֵינוּ בַַּיָּמִִָים הָָהֵֵם בַַּזְְּמַַן הַַזֶֶּה.

Blessed are You, God our Lord, Ruler of the 
world, Who has made us holy with mitzvot and 

commanded us to light Hanukkah candles.

Blessed are You, God our Lord, Ruler of the 
world, Who has kept us alive, sustained us, 

and brought us to this time.  

These candles we light are for 
the miracles, wonders, salvations, 
and wars that You made for our 
ancestors in those days on this date, 
by the hands of your holy kohanim 
(priests). During all the eight days of 
Hanukkah these lights are holy, and 
we aren’t permitted to make use of 
them; we’re only supposed to 
look at them, so that we can 
give thanks and praise to Your 
Great Name for Your miracles, 
wonders, and salvations. 

Blessed are You, God our Lord, Ruler of the world, 
Who made miracles for our ancestors in those 

days on this date.

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously as 
Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 


