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The goal of Hanukkah candles is 921 11073 (pirsumei nisa, publicizing the miracle).
When God does a miracle for us, one way to show gratitude is to tell everyone :
about it!

This impacts WHEN we light the candles:

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b :X9 DAY 25242 TIndn
The mitzvah is from sunset until nnnn vanwn ANIXN
traffic in the marketplace ends. P 1M 50 “1'7331’0 ™y

By lighting when people are still outside, perhaps walking home from work, we
have an audience to see our act of pirsumei nisa.

Pirsumei nisa also impacts WHERE we light:

If your house opened up to a public street, you used to place your :
Hanukkah lights outside your door on the left side of your entrance | 7
(Shulhan Arukh OH 671:5-7). Nowadays, many people light by a window inside their '
home (Kaf HaHayyim, 671:39). '

: so important? What does that learn from this to
teach us about the purpose of a remember during the  4s2°
celebrating this holiday? » ‘ rest of the year? ,6‘. :
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The requirement for Hanukkah lights is one candle per
household on each night of the holiday.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b RO nNaw 2522 TIinbn

Our Sages taught: The basic mitzvah of AN YR 1) ,1210 NI¥N 11127 12D
Hanukkah is one light per household.

Why do you think this is the minimum way to fulfil the mitzvah?

But the Gemara says that there is a more beautiful way to do
the mitzvah, called 17770n (mehadrin):

How does a candle
STHRY TR 527 7 ,177Tan0) for every person

make a Hanukkah
celebration more
beautiful?

The mehadrin practice is one light
for each person in the household.

And, the Gemara adds, it's possible to perform the mitzvah in an even more
beautiful way:

The mehadrin of the mehadrin practice: :07INIR YRRY 122 ,177T000 110 177 TR
Beit Shammai say to start with eight lights on nnia 7271 1821 ,NanY P77 11URY 0
the first night and then decrease one light per 017 ;07 MR 20 n221 929

night. Beit Hillel say to start with one light on the ~ 127X1 1821 ,h0OR 7770 11URY

first night and then increase one light per night. 12111 77010

What's extra beautiful about lighting a different number of
candles on each night of Hanukkah?
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R. Shlomo Yosef Zevin explains that the disagreement between Beit Shammai and
Beit Hillel has to do with whether this mitzvah should focus on fire or on light.

Fire burns things up, and it has the ability to destroy evil. During the time of

o)

R. Shlomo Yosef Zevin (Eastern Europe and
Israel, 75 years ago)

Beit Shammai, in their view, say: We remember
(through our Hanukkah candles) the fire—the
destruction of evil and the elimination of impurity.

Beit Hillel, following their path, believe: We remember
the light. Certainly, at the time, war was necessary—
and if it was necessary, then we fought it. But we do
not turn that into a symbol or a ritual. The temporary
means does not become an ultimate goal. That is not
the lasting lesson. The lasting lesson is the light.

And now you can understand:

If the most important part is the burning and
destruction of evil, then the more the fire burns, the
less evil remains (and it makes sense to go from eight
candles down to one to show that decrease)...

But if we want to remember the light, then the more
it burns, the more it illuminates (and it makes sense to

go from one candle up to eight to show that increase).

In R. Zevin's explanation of Beit Hillel's position, he says that we shouldn't turn
a military victory into a symbol or ritual. Why not? What's dangerous about

doing that?

We follow Beit Hillel's opinion, and increase the amount of light every night of

Hanukkah. What can we learn from that?
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A the Hanukkah story, the army of the Hashmonaim (aka Makkabim) fought
: back against the Yevanim (Greeks). Their battle is represented by fire.

Light and especially the light of Torah, fills and elevates and illuminates
each individual person and also the whole entire world. After the
Hashmonaim beat the Yevanim, they kindled the light of Torah in the n’a
YUTpnn (Beit HaMikdash, Temple) and it shone far and wide.

Y T™YVIN» nmnb

:070IR ,0NV7YY IRPY N2
Y Y27 UKD KINTIDT
NRHYD 11792)

101210 ,02777 %0 nom
JRTYAIRY KN 197D
,NYINY N7 ARN?RA ANYYR
WPY-NN2n N¥IN XY

210 NN 1YY 1R DR ,ANIR
22070 YYYIRD TR ;10297

INT 8D .N70¥20R N7VNY 191N
N7 TP .0IITY hidn
IR0 RN

RN 1PYN ORY 1290 17OKM
22 70,1721 Y newW
7210 ,2017 N9 YRnY Nn
...2Y20n0 Y70 017 nNis

peRahim o RchRipbin i)
017 7980 07 PTTY Nn




i Ni77711]

These are the n1272 (berakhot, blessings) to recite before lighting

Hanukkah candles:

.n23n ’Jw SF] 77’711’7 mm vmxm uw-rv WK

Blessed are You, God our Lord, Ruler of the
world, Who has made us holy with mitzvot and
commanded us to light Hanukkah candles.

7D 1072 nn:n nmz; 1J’D1J§’? w0 wyv;‘
Blessed are You, God our Lord, Ruler of the world,
Who made miracles for our ancestors in those
days on this date.

This berakhah is only for the first night you
light Hanukkah candles this year:
1T TDT2 12Y7AN 7R 1N0Y 0FIV) 120 1RDK N Ank N2

Blessed are You, God our Lord, Ruler of the
world, Who has kept us alive, sustained us,
and brought us to this time.

We say or sing Hanerot Hallalu after lighting the first candle (Arukh Hashulhan OH 676:8). i__/

It describes how special and holy Hanukkah candles are.

These candles we light are for nir2910 Y1 07030 SY ,17272T0 1IRY 1521 hian
the miracles, wonders, salvations, 12°032K2 NPYYY ,Ninhonn SY1 Diyavnn Sy
and wars that You made for our D291 TR 97203 717 5y ,TN 1DT2 DN 072
ancestors in those days on this date, 7K1 0N YTR 1990 1120 12300 “n? DAY 521

by the hands of your holy kohanim 12 909 nmm’y N’?N ,ana wnnwﬂb nvn u’:
(prlests) Durlng aII the elght daysof AN AnYb 5




