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Most of Ha'azinu is a 1Y (shira, The shira tells a story. God finds
song or poem), delivered by Moshe Benei Yisrael in wild lands and cares
to Benei Yisrael. for all their needs with kindness and

affection.
Moshe asks the heavens and the

.earth to listen to his words. He prays But Benei Yisrael forget about God,
*1at his words will be as sweet as and they worship idols.

g God is described as a Rock, with
- perfect actions.

God punishes Benei Yisrael

Throughout time, Benei
Yisrael must learn about
their past from their

God tells
0)




O'{H0911 Y9 - Understanding the Verses

Devarim 32:10 2:25 0”aT
God found them in a wilderness, 127N VIR NRYN?
in an empty howling wasteland. MY 527 3N
God surrounded them and watched over them, 1123127 1011207
guarded them as the pupil of God's eye. 2% 179K Y2

+ Parallelism means saying the same idea twice, with different words. This
pasuk contains a few examples of parallelism. What are they? Why might it
be important to say the same thing twice?

+ The pasuk describes the desert as "an empty howling waste.” Is this how you
imagine the desert? How does this description relate to the story of Benei
Yisrael being saved from Egypt and led through the desert? How does it help
you understand Benei Yisrael's experience of that story?

+ What does it mean to guard someone “like the pupil of your eye"? What does
this comparison tell us about God's relationship with Benei Yisrael?

+ Can you imagine being surrounded by God? What would that be like?
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The Torah says that our relationship with God is like the
relationship between a parent and a child. This appears a number

of times in our parashah (like in verses 5, 18, 19, and 20). Just a few
weeks ago, Parashat Re'eh also says: D;:' P, onr mg;,_f_g_%% P
children of God your Lord; Devarim 14:1). ——

The rabbis wondered about the idea of being God's children. They
were curious to know:
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MO A (" if we don't act like God's children by )
not following the mitzvot), are we still
considered God's children?

\v,\» \/__“_ﬂ/ /

Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 36a 12 97 179177) ndoN 7522 TINoN
R TRy

"You are children of God your Lord" —

When you act like children, you're called DARY 0T - "027ROK 'Y DAXR 072"

children. But when you don't act like 17X .0%12 0717 DAR 0712 AN 07201

children, you aren't called children. This is 0717 DAR 17X ,0712 A0aN 022011 DAX

what R. Yehudah says. ANTIN? 727 7727 .072

R. Meir says: Either way you're called 0717 DAX 72 17271 72 172 MIR 17RD 227

children, as it says:.. “children with no 07127) "02 1K K> 0°22"..70K3Y 0212

loyalty in them” (Devarim 32:20). - (5:25

R. Yehudah thinks we're only called children of God when /N
we act like it. K@' 7
R. Melr disagrees and uses a pasuk from our parashah to Q"“i P

art of Ha'azinu describes what happens when i |
e the Torah and mitzvot:

Devarim 32:20 5:25 0"MAaT

God said: | will hide My face from them, DR 729 N7ADR N7
and see how they end up. anvanR AN ARIR
For they are a disobedient generation, nlehByei-hicele ol
children with no loyalty in them. :02 IR XD 0722

R. Meir is noticing something about this pasuk: The Torah says that Benei Yisrael
are not obedient or loyal but still calls them God's children! R. Meir also quotes
other pesukim from the Tanakh to prove his point.
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+ Can you try to make an argument for
each side?

+ In what ways is our relationship
with God similar to a
relationship with a parent?
How can this comparison
help you better relate to
God?

In disagreements between R. Yehudah and R. Meir,
we usually follow the opinion of R. Yehudah. But the
Rashba (750 years ago) wrote that, in this debate,
we side with R. Meir (Shut HaRashba 1:194).

+ In a halakhic debate, we choose a winner because we
need to decide what to do or not do. But this debate
is philosophical, not practical. Why do you think it's
important for there to be a "winner” for this debate?
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1T 7U 72T K2 - Tell Me More About This!

Our parashah describes the painful possibility of
013 7000 (hester panim, God's face being hidden).
What is this? It's not hide and seek. It's the idea of
God being distant from us and hiding or turning away
from us. Being face-to-face with someone implies
being close to them and having them in your life.
Hester panim is the opposite of that.

Hazal say that we live in a time of hester panim from
God. One example of this is that there are almost
no obvious miracles in our world anymore like there
were in the times of the Torah.

Here's how R. Yaakov bar Abba (in the name of R.
Aha) felt about hester panim and distance from God:
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Bereishit Rabbah 42:3 A:an nan 1wKR1Aa

There is no time as difficult as the time NYY AN nYp nYY 72 178
described by God's statement that I 713 77ADX N0 723X] 12 ANJY
will hide My face from you at that time” .(h7:x5 ©7127) K20 hya

(Devarim 31:18).

Why do you think R. Yaakov felt this way about
hester panim?

How does it feel to be far away from someone
you love? How does it feel to be close?

Do you ever feel like you want to be far away from
someone? Why? What would make God feel like
it's best to be far away from us?

What would be different about our lives if we
didn't live in a time of hester panim?
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H'T 7¢ 7T - One-Minute Debate

s

Debate: The heavens and the earth

are excellent witnesses. ;

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to
come up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds
to make its best case.

tlgree! Disagree!

+ You can't hide anything + It's enough for God to watch us. | don't
from the heavens and theMNGE need the sky and earth looking over
earth. No matter where my shoulder too!

you go, there they are. + I'd rather self-report. Honor system all

+ They've been around for the way.
a while and have seen a
lot, so they're probably

pretty trustworthy.

+ What if | become an astronaut and
go to the moon? How will the sky and
earth watch me then?

HADAR




allyot'
- 1) Devarim 32:1 to 32:6
O © 2) 32:7 to 32:12
® 3) 32:13 to 32:18
4) 32:19 to 32:28
. . . 5) 32:29 to 32:39
HH1WD Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt = .10 (0 3243
7) 32:44 to 32:52

haftarah for Shabbat
Shuva: Hoshea 14:2 to 14:10
and Micah 7:18 to 7:20 for
Sefaradim; Hoshea 14:2 to
14110 and Yoel 2:15 to 2:27 for
4
- Ashkenazim ,».;».

Iuckl Who or what is ,
good ) i Where did God find T W

asked to listen?

i,

PO L i‘ ;

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week's haftarah.

DO TS

Benei Yisrael?

What food

has blood? How many times does
as blood”

the root 0..5 (referring to
anger) appear in this aliyah?

How do the grapes from
Sedom and Amorah taste?

What are God's
weapons?

Who will Moshe
die like?
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THIY19 - Commentary

In Ha'azinu, Moshe calls God a “"Tzur” a few times, such as here:

Devarim 32:4 T:25 07T

The Tzur, Whose actions are perfect 155 0onA 1IN

What does it mean for God to be a “Tzur"?

R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (Germany, 150 years ago)

<Utzur” inits ordinary meaning of “rock” offers the natural
image of the solid, strong, unchanging, and invincible, and
therefore the expression of the strongest and most reliable
support and protection...

.......

R. Hirsch unpacks the idea that God is a “Rock.” This is typically
how we understand “tzur” when we call God ’7@;‘1’2}? X (Tzur
Yisrael, the Rock of Israel) in Shaharit, and when we sing 11x Tiyn
(Ma'oz Tzur, Rock of Ages) on Hanukkah.

+ How does the idea that God is a Rock
affect how you might relate to God? In
what ways does God protect us and
support us? How is God unchanging
and invincible?

2T Pnyn

290 %70 IYnYn - 1aRn

Ha'amek Davar (Germany, 150
years ago)

"Tzur" means "the Creator” (yotzer)
of everything.
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Ha'amek Davar relates "Tzur" to the ¥V (shoresh, root) 1.x.7 (to
form). This is how we describe God in Shaharit in the berakhah ¥
71X (Yotzeir Or, the One Who creates light).

+ How does the idea that God is a creator affect how you might relate to God?

+ Go back to the pasuk. What word there suggests the word Tzur might be
about creation?
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Tind the Word!

N"11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Devarim 32:24 T12:25 02127
Wasting famine, ravaging plague, deadly 201 QY7 7NN 2y 7TH
pestilence, and fanged beasts | will let loose 0y D2 hYYR Nnna Y M7 n
against them, with poisonous creepers in dust. 219y 720 nnh

(5.n.T vWY) ShT?

+ To crawl
(liz’hol)

Sled (mizhelet)

= 07oNit
Reptiles
(zohalim)

’
i L

u ,

(zahal)

Guess what? You won't find this ¥V (shoresh, root) anywhere else in
Tanakh. This is the only place it appears! Pretty cool, right?!

Caterpillar
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1179R - Prayer in the Parashah

In Ha'azinu, God describes God's own power:

Devarim 32:39 v%:2% o»aT

| cause death and life N?20R1 DMK 7R

We echo this line in the second n272 (berakhah, blessing) of the Amidah, when we
describe God as n?nm1 nnn 721 (the King who causes death and life).

When we say this berakhah, what exactly are we talking about?

The berakhah contains a few examples.:

0791 710 > Q <
Supporting people who are stumbling 07 ¥an 00K T'RI

Healing sick people Releasing captives
—o ['NAA "N - Bringing the dead back to life i

Do you notice a common idea here? How does each example relate to all the
other ones?

It seems that this berakhah is talking about bad situations that are turned
around and made better. This can be very extreme - like someone having
already died and being brought back to life (which is probably talking about
the future when mashiah comes). But it also happens in simpler ways, like
when someone is in captivity but God helps free them, or when someone is
sick but God helps heal them, or when someone falls but God helps them to

get back up.

According to this berakhah, the pasuk does not just mean that God both
causes death and also causes life, but that God can take a situation of death
(or sickness or falling) and turn it around to life (or healing or getting back up).

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously HADAR
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Talmud Yerushalmi Berakhot 4:1 noon (h2x11) "MHV? Tdn
977 P25 DDA
The school of R. Yannai said: One who

wakes from sleep must say: Blessed are 77X 1Y YN 17K 7RA? M N2
You, God, who gives life to the dead. .070n0 170n "N NHR 112 N5

impacts our

h'veU

In tefillah, one of the things we often pray
for is rain. According to R. Jacob ben Asher
(Spain, 700 years ago), the idea of praying
for rain comes from our parashah. He says
it's based on two pesukim that are back-
to-back: a pasuk all about rain, followed by
a pasuk about calling out to God.

Devarim 32:2-3 A-2:25 o7aT

May my words come down like rain, "NR% 0Nd AY?
my speech drip like dew, 0IHR DV 10
like showers on young plants, RYT 72y 077V
like droplets on the grass. 129y 72Y 07272791

For the name of God | call out, RIPKR 'N QY 73
give glory to our Lord! 270K DT 120




During the winter months, when crops in Israel begin to grow,, we add two special
lines to the Amidah asking God to make sure that there is enough rain.

+ QYAD TX71I031 0 2790 (mashiv ha-ru'ah u-morid ha-geshem, “Who brings the
wind and causes the rain to fall")
This line is inserted in the second n272 (berakhah, blessing) of the Amidah.
We say it beginning with Mussaf on Shemini Atzeret and ending at Shaharit
on the first day of Pesah
+ 12722 70N 0 1N (ve-tein tal u-matar livrakhah, “send dew and rain for a
blessing”)
This line is inserted in the ninth berakhah of the weekday Amidah.

In Eretz Yisrael, people start to say it on the 7th of the month of Heshvan.
In other parts of the world, people start to say it at Maariv on the night of
December 4 or 5 (depending on whether it's a secular leap year).

In all places, we say ve-tein tal u-matar livrakhah until minhah on the day
before Pesah.

What if you forget?

You might get used to saying the Amidah one way, and then when the season changes
it can be hard to remember to add in the lines praying for rain.

ines, and you've completed the Amidah, you should return to the beginning and
er. If you aren't sure if you said mashiv ha-ru'ah, then for the first 30 days after
Atzeret, you should assume that you said it the old way, and repeat your Amidah.
il%E’,ut after 30 days of doing it correctly, you can assume you've formed the correct habit,
and you don't have to repeat the Amidah (Remah Orah Hayyim 114:8).



o™

,ta”laZZspublication
Wo,

Ologse "5 Of Tora,

treag v, -
E/ - €atjt
PDroprisge Tevere ,,Lih

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. The heavens and the earth (32:1) 6. Sword (32:41) and arrows (32:42)
2. In the wilderness (32:10) 7. Aharon (32:50)
3. Grapes (32:14) 8. The letter yud in "wn (32:18)
4. Four — oyan (mika'as), 22903 (ki'asuni), DIYIX 9. The first hehin ’rl'? i1 (32:6)
(akh'isem), bys (ka'as) (32:19,21,27) 10. Lily (Hoshea 14:6), tree of Lebanon (14:6), olive tree
5. Bitter (32:32) (14:7), grape vine (14:8), cypress tree (14:9)

ad

Devarim 31:19 07:R5 0727

And now, write down this shira and teach it to AR ARTD N7PY0 DR 007 1202 NA
Benei Yisrael; put it in their mouths... ..00792 ARY SXY? 712 NR

lbn Ezra explains that th
0?92 (put it in their m
you should learn the
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Try it! 5
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v heart the shira of Ha'aziny, g
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