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In This Week’s Parashah

vens and the carth
ords. He prays that his

e as sweet as rain.

+ God is described as a Rock, with perfect

actions.

Throughout time, Benei Yisrael must
learn about their past from their

elders.

The shira tells a story. God finds
Benei Yisrael in wild lands and cares
for all their needs with kindness

and affection.

But Benei Yisrael forget about
God, and they worship idols.

God punishes Benei Yisrael
with many bad things: famine,
plague, beasts, and war.

God will also punish the
enemies of Benei Yisrael and
ultimately save us.
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Midrashim are ideas

or stories that explain
the Torah. They often
come from listening
very carefully to what
the Torah says and how
it says it. Here, we will

"

Midrash

look for what clues this
midrash sees in the
Torah's words, and try to

understand its messages.

ou imagine

israel are told to consult their

Devarim 32:7 1:25 0727

727 772K ORY
A2 1R A7IRT

Ask your father, he will inform you,
Your elders, they will tell you.

Here's an interpretation of this pasuk that appears in the
Gemara, as part of a conversation about Hanukkah!

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 23a 07 haAv noon 2523 TIindbn

. X TNy D
What berakhah (blessing) should you say for Hanukkah

candles? You say: "Who sanctified us with the mitzvot,
and commanded us to light Hanukkah candles.”

But where did God command this?! (We know Hanukkah
is a holiday established by the Rabbis, way after the
time of the Torah!)

R. Avya said: It's part of “do not turn aside (from what
the leaders say)” (Devarim 17:11).

R. Nehemiah said: It's part of “Ask your father, he will
inform you; Your elders, they will tell you” (Devarim 32:7).
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Both R. Avya and R. Nehemiah quote pesukim that tell us to listen to our
leaders. But the pasuk from our parashah, which R. Nehemiah quotes, might be
saying a little more than that. Perhaps our pasuk means that there's something
extra powerful about asking questions and staying connected to the teachers
that came before us. By doing that, we are able to apply our tradition to our
own time. Then listening to our elders can actually link us all the way back to
the Torah, and is really an extension of listening to God directly.

This idea is sometimes called n701RN n’ywbw (shalshelet ha-mesorah, the chain
of Torah transmission).
Why is a chain a good description of what's going on here?

How do you make sure you're part of this chain? What force or
power could this chain give us today?
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If you wanted to compare God to an animal, what animal would
you pick? Why?

See what Ha'azinu chooses:

Devarim 32:11 X2:25 0727
Like an eagle waking its babies, 121 17Y? YD
Hovering above its young— qan7? 17’7T1A '7))
God spread God's wings and took them, NP7 17913 V97
Carrying them on God's wings. AMAR DY INRY? e
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How is God like this eagle?

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) M"Y
An eagle has compassion on its children 127811722 oy 220N DT YD
and doesn't enter the nest suddenly. an Ty DWNI‘ID 137'7 OJDJ
It flaps around first so its children can 179202 1732 P)) "I'\UD'I l’J7W7D
wake up and prepare themselves for its ﬁmﬂnb ‘DWJ 172 ‘I'D’N'? 1'7’N 1’3
entry.. N3 102 D1 1722 MY 71D
..15apH
An eagle does not press heavily on its
babies. It hovers above them, touching N’DN Dﬂ"?)i NYY 77200 127K
them and not touching them. So too... Ox Y311 N'TI Y2112 ,0810n

Nﬁ 71‘1; WT'I?.“J
When God gave the Torah, the revelation

didn't come from just one direction. It
came from all four directions.

a7y “’?%J XD N7iR 107 RaYD
.NIN17 Y2IRN ROX ,NNR 01D

Ha'amek Davar (Eastern Europe, 150 years ago) (2™ x1) 727 pnyn
The eagle spreads its wings and carries its babies Dy 02ym1 072070 17912 ¥7is
close to its body. This is because eagles fly really n9IyRY 0IWn 1513\'7 "Imo“l N72R

high in the sky, and are concerned that their baby RRY YYini na7n V’WW n “1'7)773'7
birds might fall when they are so far from the earth. VWNW m 1171?73'7 ony 1991y2 1'757
The eagle parent carries its young in order to teach mmm'a ¥12 12 NYIY RIM ,ﬁm'\

them how to fly in the sky. Nﬁ):\\wb an7IN Y




When can human parents be like eagle parents,
in each of the ways that Rashi and Ha'amek
Davar describe?

How about you? Are you able to approach others gently,
to avoid overwhelming them (Rashi)? Can you act as a
supportive and careful teacher (Ha'amek Davar)?

When you think about God, does one of these qualities
seem more important, or more what you're used to? Why?

The idea of saying N1272 (berakhot, blessings) over mitzvot comes from the
Rabbis, but there is one mitzvah that the Torah tells us needs a berakhah before
it, and that's the mitzvah of learning Torah!

According to the Gemara (Berakhot 21a), the source for saying a berakhah before
learning Torah is this pasuk in our parashah (Devarim 32:3):

1272R2 57X 120 RIPR ’h Oy 7D

Before | call out God's Name (by learning Torah),
give glory to God (by saying a berakhah)

There are actually three berakhot that together form n7inN Ni572
(Birkhot Ha-Torah):

1. First is a berakhah for the mitzvah of Torah study. There are
slightly different versions. Ashkenazim say n1in 77272 POY?
(la'asok bedivrei Torah) and Sefardim say mjn M7 by (al divrei
Torah).

2. Then we say a prayer asking for our Torah study to be pleasant
and sweet, which ends with a berakhah praising God for
teaching us Torah: DX17 Ry N7iR 2NN (hemelamed Torah
le'amo Yisrael).

3. The final berakhah thanks God for choosing to give the Torah to
the Jewish people: N71AN 1013 (notein ha-Torah).

Content and editing by Anna Leah Berstein Simpson, Yitzhak Bronstein, Chana Kupetz, Shoshie Lockshin, Jeremy Tabick,
Ethan Tucker, Effy Unterman. Design by Jen Klor and Studio Dowv. lllustration by Elad Lifshitz.



When to say Birkhot Ha-Torah?

These berakhot are normally recited first thing in
________ the morning, at the opening of Shaharit. If you don't
DDICO00N say them at Shaharit, it's good to say them before
— you start learning any Torah (Shulhan Arukh Orah
Hayyim 47:2). Once you've said
Birkhot Ha-Torah once, they've got
you covered for all your Torah
learning all day long!
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11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Devarim 32:2 2:2% 07aT
Let my instruction flow like rainfall, let my NINR YV STA “NRY VNP §IY?
statements drip like dew; like showers on young 7?}{ 07272701 RYT 7?;{ [aREAY k]
growth, and like raindrops on grass. nwy

= NP1
Snot or a runny
nose (nazelet)

(5.1.2 ¥WY) 5125

+ To drip or leak
(linzol) =57

Fluid, unstable —/o

(nazil)

=574

Liquid (nozeil)

Find the Word! A leak (nezilah)

070 N7°Y (Shirat Ha-Yam) is the song Benei Yisrael sing after God's miraculous splitting
of Yam Suf. One line of Shirat Ha-Yam describes how the waters, which were liquid,
became solid. Can you find the word from this ¥V (shoresh, root), that means liquid?
(Hint: Look at Shemot 15:8.)
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? 1) Devarim 32:1 to 32
: SO

2) 32.7 t0 32:12 %' .
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3) 3213 t0 32118

IH1Y Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt T

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the '5)_’32:'29 tp 32:‘3? -
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers :
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in

the parashah.

[ How many words are used in
good W' this aliyah for water that gathers

on the ground? What are they?

l
e What bird is God

‘ compared to?

What two edible
items are said to have
come out of rocks?

I
e How many times does the root

0.Y.D (referring to anger) appear in
this aliyah?

I
mentioned in our parashah? e What object mentioned
in our parashah is said
to eat flesh?

6 What two wicked cities are

What is the name of
the mountain on which
‘ Moshe dies?
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Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously HADAR @

as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org



H'T 7¢ 7T - One-Minute Debate

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come

. I °
up with your own. Then debate someone! lllsagree

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

Debate: Poetry is the most powerful way to express ideas.

flgree! Disagree!

+ The imagery and metaphors in poetry  « It's so hard to understand poetry! If you

allow you to feel the message much want to make sure people know exactly
more strongly than regular words. what you mean, use plain language.

+ Poetry is extra rich because words + Pictures are way more powerful than
in poems can have many different poetry. Haven't you heard that a
meanings, all at the same time. picture is worth a thousand words? In

+ Poetry is very smart. It treats words Behaalotkha, God said that prophecy is
and thoughts like they're an art, and taught to Moshe, the greatest prophet,
speaks somehow from heart to heart. “in images, and not in riddles.” So when

they make the movie, let me know.
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11T 70 12T1 IXi1 - Tell Me More About This!

In our Midrash section this week (p. 2), R. Nehemiah highlights the
importance of listening to 07T (zekeinim, elders). But who is a
zakein?

It could mean one of two things, and it's a npf;mg (mahloket, debate):

In Parashat Kedoshim we are told to
stand before a zakein (Vayikra 19:32).
The Talmud Bavli says that you only
need to stand before someone who
is learned in Torah (Kiddushin 32b).

+ What are different examples of zekeinim in your life? What else could a
person be like for you to think they’re worth listening to?



n3a% 721 5y naY

Big bricks on big bricks
And now, time for another chance to see how the Torah looks.

Way back in Parashat Beshallah, we looked at the special shape of 071 n7%Y (Shirat Ha-
Yam), the section that is about how Moshe and Miriam led Benei Yisrael in joyous song
after God split the sea for them. We saw how the design of that song was in a shape
called N2727 722 DY N7 X (ariah al gabei leveinah, small bricks on top of big bricks). This
week, we have the Torah's other major song, 137TR1 N717Y (Shirat Ha'azinu), the farewell
poem of the Torah. And if you open up the Torah, you'll see right away that something
different is happening here. It looks like this:

"‘a NN l‘ KWNFI |‘¥awm| ‘I J2TN l‘nmwn l TN

AWy by hvav:n:n|

It looks like two stacks of bricks,
doesn't it? A special book
about how to write the Torah—
Massekhet Soferim—tells us that
we have to keep the shapes of
these two songs distinct:

Massekhet Soferim 1:11 077910 NHON N1AVH NINOON

_ o _ X? 29N R P15
If you write Ha'azinu in the style of Shirat Ha-Yam,

or Shirat Ha-Yam in the style of Ha'azinu..you N7 ,N7Y ARYYY 127TRN
should not read from that Torah scroll. .12 RIP? OR..ADITRD ARYYY

Why do you think this shape is so important? Do you think the shape of Ha'azinu has
something to do with its message? Whatever you think, try to sneak a peek at it when it is

read this Shabbat!




KNi'T 4ul - The Calendar

The Mishnah says that a
sukkah can't be taller than 20
amot (around 30 feet), but the
halakhah is: As long as you
know that you're in a sukkah, it
doesn't matter how high it is.

It should be big enough to
fit your head and most of C
your body. (But if the table
isn't in the sukkah—that's
actually fine!)

A sukkah has to be at
least 10 tefahim (around
30 inches) high.

Sukkot is coming, time to get building!
Here are a few rules for sukkah
construction, from the Mishnah.

Should be more shady than sunny.




The material of the roof, called 720 (skhakh), has to
fulfill these two conditions:

1. Made of something that grew from—but is no
longer attached to—the ground.

2. The material can't have been made into a tool
or vessel, which would make the material subject
to the rules of NRNV (tumah, impurity) and NNV

(taharah, purity).

The walls have to fall within
3 tefahim (around 9 inches)
of the ground and be within
3 tefahim of the skhakh.

—a
common misconception! There is actually
no such rule for sukkah building. But, the
skhakh of the sukkah has to be the actual
roof, there can't be something above it like
a house ceiling, tree, or sheet.

- Needs at least 3 walls (the
last wall can be very small).

FUN FACT! You could build a
sukkah on @ moving ship or on the
back of a camel!




What's Going On Here?

* Yeshurun grew fat and rebelled

Who is Yeshurun? It seems to be another name for Benei Yisrael
sounds a little like Yisrael!)

Ramban says it's connected to the word 1¥? (yashar, straight or
honest), and it describes Benei Yisrael when they are doing what's
right.

Rabbeinu Behaye connects Yeshurun to the ¥V (shoresh, root)
9.1.¥, which means to see. It describes Benei Yisrael, who saw God's
revelation at Har Sinai.

In other places in the Torah, Yeshurun is a compliment. But not here!
Ha'azinu seems to use this name in an ironic way. The Torah is saying:
Yeshurun can fail to live up to its name.

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. Four—1vn (matar), 50 (tal), tnvyizg 5. Sedom and Amorah (32:32)
(se'irim), 022727 (revivim) (32:2) 6. God's sword (32:42)

7

8

N

. An eagle (32:11) . Har Nevo (32:49)
3. Honey and oil (32:13) . 1’; 1710 (haziv lakh, splendor is
4. Four — byan (mika'as), 72210Y3 Yours) (See 32:1,713,19,29,40)
‘Q (ki'asuni), DR7YIX (akh'isem), 0Y2 9. In 7Y, the letter yod (32:18)
( (ka'as) (32:19,21,27) 10.1n '1’7 0, the first hei (32:6)
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